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tive than it should be. 

Correction of these faults, and 
there are many, could be effected 
by the managers themselves. Most 
of the points made, if given consid- 
eration, would make for more com- 
fort of audiences, while an appeal to 
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By BOB MOAK 
Hollywood, Aug. 8 


covered that thesping talent, 

gold, is where you find it. 
Tossing aside long out-moded scout 

route maps and financially-wasteful 
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Talker makers have suddenly dis- FIRST KLIE 
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rational Alliance of Theatrical Stage 
Employees preparing te thrash out 
their jurisdictional dispute before the 
American Federation of Labor ex- 
ecutive council in Atlantic City to- 
morrow (Thursday), the battle is 
steadily spreading and becoming 
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Ticket Specs, Unitics, Others Hit Stall Film, Stage Production Plans 
b] 3 ? 
e.9 a 9 
ack at Managers for Legit s ills PLAN DISGARDEN ending 4As-IATSE Showdown 
+ + ) 
‘What's the matter with the legiti- Wary G. B. Shaw Low Value | With a general actor-stagehand 
mate theatre?’ has been the subject as. ile Many Poised at the Wire to __ | war daily growing more imminent, ; 
of much scrutiny for so long a time , Atlantic Citi | future production is being seriously ' 
that some of those blamed the most a — Migr song f Hurdle Into Big Draw G or oe ae 8. | curtailed in nearly all important 
have started to hit back. Now that asked in London by aries NK. Class—Lamarr, Sheridan eorge WValin, Philly plugger | branches of show business. That is 
the 1939-40 season is around the Freeman, American stage direc- Garfield h F , »| for Robbins Music, was a hero | particularly true in films and legit. 
corner, Broadway showmen on both tor, Ww — he —— “P tele- arfield, Others Already i ce — ee | Instead of clearing the threat of a 
sides of the fence have a few ideas oe sol seis gee on Big Upgrade—Holden’s Her husband rewarded him | tieup. yesterday's (Tuesday) denial 
of their own. Principal targets Ay wee Severe: ae Pars © Met in ‘tone: cel by New York ‘Supreme Court 
for attack have been the ticket he himself had been televized. eteor | with two cocktails at the Ritz Snitinn Sitonk © E al 
. : ’ ‘Yes, but what do you think of bar. teenage - McGoldrick of the 
specs, the critics and the unions’ but one nto Maplcectetines “telson sneciannanes | American Federation of Actors’ in- ; | 
they, in turn, contend there are "| as ’ stoi: 4y an, 4 junction application against the | 
other factors of equal importance G Pe a dare look,’ quippe GROOMING ’EM | 9 4A’s leaves the situation wide open. : 
which either detract from the thea- PN phan a With the Associated Actors and / 
re, or make attendance less attrac- | Artistes of America and the Inter- ' 


. ¢ “itsac it > “rer oe Pie ‘ : 4 a . ; 
the authorities might correct traffic search formulas, producers finally | mvre bitter. And from present in- ' 
¢ - Oe —aerh ae . . > : A : 
annoyances, such as the no turn rule believe they are getting somewhere dications, tomorrow’s meeting is un- 
in the theatre zone during show in their drive for new personalities _ likely to settle the quarrel. : 
time. That restriction does not ap- ie ert eee pha A eee shat 4s ; 

ly during the late afternoon et and at coin savings, that amaze} virginia Campbell, legit actress, Spark that may set off an explo- 
( ate a . y elwae — —— ae : : - ; 
Ae psi dtc t fFic then at sieht. | eeeted even themselves. Current year, they | ;, j1] at her home in Westport, Conn., | sion of hostilities on all fronts may : 
1ere is more traffic é ght, ‘ convince SEES ope ' : 
: PR Oia “dy Coleone. Ave, a are convinced, will bring forward| aynarently from the effects of the mc: come for two weeks—or until | 
and it is claimed that virtually the 1icago, Aug. &. more new and potent marquee] ; = Stoel after the Equity hearing bite! theses 
= Np AS ' , 9 ¥ Seale intense lighting used for a television alter the Equity hearing of its ‘trea- : 
same rules are in effect now as when A total of 20 grand opera com-j| names than any previous stanza in ' ~ , in? ninawene mers “Pe ln ‘ : 
. ‘tT © heots ’ Pict, broadcast. She has been suffering Son Charges against Sophie Tucker, 
60 or more legit theatres were in Op-| panies will tour the U. Ss. beginning | the industry’s history. | "a at agapte cnet naniet 
{ } sh tl mer of ' : | severe headaches and sudden dizzy f the charges are upheld (or, as 
eration, though the maximum num-/! next mon h through the summer oO Already launched in mazdas since ‘ . anal ‘e likely 1 
: | te araas “ay ever ee) oe Pu spells, but is somewhat improved se2ms more likely, she fails to de- 
ton I ses lighted recently has |1940. It’s the largest number ever ae Ae a 7 ; ’ ’ . 
per of houses lignted recenti} as > Jan. 1 are monickers of a fresh and 631 , Fr fend herself) : 
| before seen throughout the country.|‘°°. ~~ °° . 5th ‘ although still under a physician’s | ten 1erself) and her suspension is 
been less than half that total. | Dé = Se : t ¢ ut U or ‘| promising group, including Hedy La- | care cor.firmed, the scrap will depend on ; 
Co aints ¢ » discomfort | Radio and screen have so popular- as se eae PRS te ail YY = bo 
mplaints about the ¢ ot ; t coah She bet that & aeeek meu one marr, Ann Sheridan, John Garfield, Actress appeared on a televised whether Vinton Freedley tries to re- ' 
of seats are not infrequent, it being | ized the art that a gre: any ct John Payne, Robert Cummings pen his ‘Leave I _ 
ties heretofore considered dead yne, >>| dramatic program two weeks ago open his ‘Leave It to Me,’ in which : 
evident they are seldom inspected munities, heretoltore cons 44,) Richard Greene. Nancy Kelly Isa for NBC She became ill immed Vi Tucker is featured : 
. are , ‘ | y pnrofits ° ” ( i > N > 2Ca nmedi- AVLiSS 1 ‘ Is altured, 4 
and therefore not kept in proper | are now paying pronts ‘< t] | Miranda, Ilone Massey, Lucille Ball, | sso. afterward. h r eyes b Otl I 7 
: : ™ nnort: Pantor . at | z ateiy aiterwart e ves ecoming therw > » sle ¢ alrez 4 : 
condition. Crowding in of additional; Another important oe + fo inst | James Ellison, Louis Hayward, David affects fi t Beli ved hes is t Pte rig yl h poe estigee 
7 > < F Strict! 5 paace - t ' € Cc let rst. 2L1Le Ve ors ‘is tne oken ¢ ‘ig ipl > 
seats for upping capacity that is not | the many restrictions placed on but Niven. Laurence Olivier and Alan 5 1S yroken into an outright fight in the 


often required, lessening the space ding singers in Europe, chiefly the Marshall. to say nothing of a rejuve first such case, although ‘klieg poi- | nitery field; has extended into films 

‘ uy >. iad “ve | al sile Say t ( é - : A ay é it EB ge : : 

between rows also placing more | axis powers plus Russia, no longer | nated Lew Avres Nor is the 1939 soning’ ls a common aliment among with Universal signing Marjorie 
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Seats in side sections from which not | 


more than two-thirds of the stage is 
visible, make for ill-will and not the 
comfort of patrons. Contended that 
there are around 50 such improper 
(Continued on page 47) 


will accept any but native talent. 


Companies to be seen next year 


of N. Y. under Edward Johnson; the 
Chicago Opera Co 
Paul Longone (died Aug. 3), with his 
being Giacomo 
Angeles Opera Co., 


7 Ver — 4 . 
formerly under 


successor probably 


Rimini: the Lo 


campaign at an end. With five more 


: “" | months to go, at least 15 added start- 
include the Metropolitan Opera Co. | 


ers will get the the star- 


dom handicap. 


signal in 


Poised at the barriers today are 
such possibilities at 
mount’ William 


shining Para- 


Holden Robert 


film players, particularly since the 


Rambeau for a part originally in- 
introduction 


tended for Miss Tucker; involved the 
Vriters’ guilds in a jurisdictional 
squabble with the performers; and 
threatens to bring radio into the 
scene of battle 


N. Y. HIPP MAKING i Meanwhile, the Fer- 


*f ypposition group in AFA, is 


of color photography, 
requiring more intense lighting. 


AD Rene pete nny 


— — a Y pushing it agitation to oust the 
Pres Jatrici:z orison ey > . Age : : 
07 funder Gaetano Merola; San Fran- : + ston I atricia M . m, J . ph WA FOR GARAGE Whitehead-Tucker regime And ' 
ours 117-1 ; | ‘ PEE ae Re | Allen and 3etty Field; 20th-Fox lo} ae es . : 
0 cisco Opera Co under the same Stade, Metall sak ie . i Pe Peo, Joh: L. Lewis’ Committee for In- 
, } . } nas r 1211 ant pert onan : 
iman: the St. Louis Opera, under z ‘ , ; , 5 Co — ae 
Halsay: the Cincinnati Zoo Metro's Lana Turner and Denni Razing of New York’s Hippodrome (Continued on page 4) 
alidd i ai < 4 4 t 


Above June, July in ’38; 


N. Y. Hotels Perking Up 


Tourist trade at National Broad- 
casting Co. radio and television tours 
this year, due to the N.Y. World's 
Fair draw, reveals that business for 


| Laszlo 
| Opera, under Oscar Hild; Steel Pier 
Opera Co. of Atlantic City, under 
Jules Falk; the Chicago Opera Co. of 
N. Y.. under Alfredo Salmaggi; San 
Carlo Opera, under Fortune Gallo; 
the Philadelphia La Scala Opera Co., 
under Francesco Pelosi; the Empire 
Grand Opera Co., under Ettore 





O'Keefe; Universal’s Gloria Jean and 
William Lundigan; RKO’s Raymond 
Massey and Kathryn Adam War- 
ners’ Dennis Morgan: and Samuel 


| Goldwyn’s Alan Baldwin. 


Most 100% From Pix 


With the exception of Holden, Miss 
Field, little Gloria and Massey, who 


ready gone out to story departments 


will begin this week, but the build 
will replace the histori 
* 


theatre will n rt be a majo! ma Goodman Swings Needed 
ion The site will be used for Com Into [. A. Sy On 


ba Coffers, Whams Elite 


probably below street 
structure having a| 
deep basement and little or no ex 


cavation will be necessary. Figured 


| level, present 


| ter, the Hollywood Bowl mob called 





the two Radio City tours was 117% | Verna: the Hollywood Bowl, under| were plucked from other pastures, | that a garage of such size will 9 of By JACK HELLMAN 
higher in July than last year. June | (Continued on page 51) these added nominees have been — benefit to Broadway, along 7 oe SLL NEA. 
» as a c ° pe ' xy > e P ¢ “13 2 a ¢ 7 
biz was 126% above the same month | —-- —— ———— hand-picked from stock stables on! Wt the new parking facilitie a , Holly wood, Aug. 8. 
of 1938 ssid vs ? i strength of showings they made as, Radio City. Hipp site is also ex- So that the town’s music lovers 
One or the other tours is on every SWING ST. JIVIN | supporting players. Orders have al- | (Continued on page 51) may have their symphonies this win- 


all-expense tour sending people to 
N.Y. this year. 

New York hotels which had the 
crying towel out in early days of the 
N.Y. World’s Fair now are generally 
happy over the way biz has picked 
up in the last few weeks. Odd thing 
about the way hostelry trade has 
upped is that Saturday and Sunday 
are poorest days with Wednesday 
now the peak day during the ex- 


FOR THE SHERIFFS 


New York's Swing Alley, 52d 
street, is being more severely buf- 
feted by bad business than any of | 
the sectors catering to the owl crowd. 
Onyx Club has folded and several 
of the others can qualify for the 
padlock. 


of their studios to prepare for them 
custom-built vehicles to afford them 
every opportunity to clinch their 
grip on ladder’s top rung. . 
Meteoric zoom of Holden, 
gets his camera baptism in title role 
of Columbia’s elaborate ‘Golden Boy,’ 
in which he shares stellar bracket 
with Barbara Stanwyck, is unusual 
Signed by Paramount after being un- 
covered by a talent blood-hound who 


who | 


x i" | in Benny Goodman's crew to hel 
Max Reinhardt’s ‘Miracle’ |out Saturday night (5) as a eae 
y Ts . hony Under 
_ For WB With Bette Davis Patatox teousht s 


Stars special. 
Paradox brought on 
Hollywood, Aug. 8. 


another para- 

dox, that of the ermine and tail tribe 

Max Reinhardt’s stage production Trubbing elbows with jive hounds 
of ‘The Miracle’ is finally being put 
into production by Warners after 


from the frayed rug parlors. Some 
15,000 paid from 83c. to $2.20 to 
three years of discussion and clear- 
ing up of story rights. Production 


either revel or marvel, as the case 
may be, in their station of society. 





PERCE 


Position. Hotels deduce this is be- About the only places doing any y is to star Bette Davis and will be It was the cat's: night out. t 
Cause many out-of-towners. start sort of drawing at all are Leon & recidentally v andered into a h reto- made in color. teinhardt will also | Goodman split top billing with ' 
traveling tn, N.Y. on weekends, with Eddie's, Jack White's, the Famous tind unre nee Fas idena_ 1 ttl > supervise the film production. Alec h- nN pleton who Jammed along 

business starting to pick up from Door, and ot Co 2 ‘21,’ which 1 a | theatre, he immediately becan , James Hilton has been assigned to With > overneated It nents, As 

Mond iy on, i class ea ) (C nued on j 2+) do the adaptation, i (Co! ued on page 47) 
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Films, Radio and Legit Will Combine 
Next Feb. in Uruguay to Combat 
South America’s ‘Literary Piracy 


+ 


| 


| 


Copyright situation in the inier-| 
American countries will probably} 
get a complete going-over at a con- | 
fefence at Montevideo, Uruguay, 
next February. Film, radio and | 
legit interests will take an active 
part in the discussions, since they 


are vitally concerned in  interna- 
tional copyright conditions. 
Inter-American Conference of 
Jurisconsults, in a preliminary meet- 
ing at Montevideo last week, adopted 
resolutions sanctioning ‘literary 
racy’ as a principle of Amer 
international law. They did so 
approving the practice of 
literary, artistic or scientific mate- 
rial from magazines and periodicals 
without compensation, providing 
only that the name of the publica- 
tion is ‘credited’ as source. 
Although copyright conditions in 
the Americas have long been unsat- 
isfactory, Outright lawlessness has 
never before been voted as a basis 
for international relations. It i 
pointed out, however, that only s: ix | 
countries, Argentina, Bolivia, Chile, 
Paraguay, Peru and Uruguay, were | 
represented at the recent Monte- | 
video confab. Argentina and Para- 
guay are reported to have opposed | 
the idea of legalizing ‘literary 
piracy, with Peru and Uruguay 
successfully advocating approval. 
When the matter comes up for 
vote at next February’s conference, 
however, a full representation of 
inter-American countries will prob- 
ably be on hand. At that time the 
U. S. Canada, Mexico, Cuba and 
Brazil, none of which were present 
at the recent confab, will send 
delegates who will stand solidly 
with Argentina and Paraguay in 
fighting adoption of the ‘piracy’ 
principle. By that time also, the U. 
S. copyright interests may have 
worked out a code for domestic 
copyright legislation, so they will 
likely carry more united weight. 
Doubt Its Ratification 
Although the adoption of ‘liter- 
ary piracy’ as a code of international 


ican 
by 


s | 


copyright is viewed among U. S. 
interests as a shocking possibility, 
it might not be as vitally impor- 
tant as at first glance. For one 
thing, it is doubted if the majority of 
the pan-American countries would 
ratify any such agreement, even if 
the February conference were to 
adopt it. And in the second place 


copyright conditions in some of the 


Latin American countries have al- 
ways been so scandalous that prac- 
tical ‘literary piracy’ has long ex- 
isted on a wide scale. 

Pointed out, moreover, that the 


proposed agreement would sanction 
‘lifting’ from magazines, periodicals 
and newspapers, but wouldn’t cover 
piracy of books or artistic composi- 
tions (except those appearing in 
magazines, etc.). In the case of 
stories appearing in magazines, that 
would cause an immediate injustice 


to the author—just as already exists 


in many pan-American countries. 
Ii would also permit an indirect in- 
justice to writers, however, by sanc- 
tioning the adaptation of their work 
into other forms, including radio, 
legit and films, without recompense. 
It might also seriously complicate 
the question of rental of films by 
major U. S. companies, since 
would be difficult to establish any 
copyright in the subject matter of 
the pictures. 


Question of copyright in Japan also 
came in for renewed attention la 
week with word = that Eugene 
O’Neill’s ‘Ah, Wilderness!’ had been 
filmed by a Tokyo company. How- 
ever, it is doubted if anything can be 
done to rectify the existing copyright 
laws in Japan, where foreign writers 
are given only one year’s protection, 
while native writers are protected 
for life plus 50 years. That situation 
has always rankled U. S. copyright 
interests, but Japan has never been 
willing to remedy it. Chance of 
reaching an agreement on the subject 


is now figured more remote than 
ever, in view of the strained relations 


existing between the U. S. and Japan. 
In any case, the position of the U.S 
in seeking revised copyright legisla- 
tion from other countries is regarded 
as not too strong considering 
country’s failure to ratify the Berne 
international copyright treaty. 

In general. one of the principal ob- 
jections to ‘lifting’ of literary compo- 
sitions is that in such cases the origi- 

(Continued on page 53) 
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‘lifting’ 


t | 


this | 





A Real Whodunit 


Roy Post, whodunit author, 
radio scripter and ghost writer, 
has just completed his balmiest 


assignment so far. Doctored a 
script for a major Hollywood 
studio so it could complete a 


picture on which 13,000 feet had 
already been shot. 

With the production almost in 
the bag, the director discovered 
all the suspects in the murder 
mystery film were so. well 
alibied that no one could have 
actually done the killing. The 
job was to find a flaw in one 
of the alibis and provide a pos- 
sible culprit. 


Feit Co.’s $250,000 
For Film Financing 


Starts With GN Units 


Wall Street syndicate comprising 
banking and equipment firms asso- 








| ciated with Irving Felt & Co., par- 


| Wall Street financial houses pre- 


Wednesday, August 9, 1939 
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H. M. Warner Sails 


Harry M. Warner sails for Europe 
today (Wed.), on a four-week busi- 
ness trip, accompanied by Mrs. 
Warner, He will confer with WB 
company executives abroad and dis- 
cuss plans for increased production 
schedule at Teddington _ studios, 
London. 

Max Milder, general manager of 
Warner sales in England, is also re- 
turning to his post today. 

J. Robert Rubin, Loew’s, Inc., v.p., 
is also booked on the same boat but 
|} may defer his sailing a few days. 


Wall St. Sees 
Refinancing Of 
Several Stocks 

















dict refinancing of several film stocks 
this fall and conversion of preferred 
issues, among them Warner Bros. and 
Metro. Street views high dividend 
rates of preferred issues, as com- 
pared with 2!2% and 3% interest 
rates on bonds, as placing preferred 
stocks far beyond the reach of the 
average investor. 





|} tion on preferred dividends 


ticipants in the Grand National Pic- | 
tures rehabilitation, has formed the | 


Motion Picture Credit Corp., with 
initial capitalization of $250,000. Ac- 
cording to Felt, funds will be avail- 
able to GN 
Felt Co.’s proposed participation in 
new film financing, but other inde- 
pendent producers of pictures wiil 


in connection with the | 


also be bankrolled. Capital of the 
credit company is from. private | 
sources. 


Revision of the Felt plan was be- 
gun last week on receipt by E. W. 
Hammons of final stipulations from 
the government on a $400,000 loan. 
Felt's 
weeks to go on its original 60-day 
option, expects te submit final de- 
tails of its refinancing plan late this 
week. 

Felt states his group has a long- 
term objective in distribution and 
financing of low-cost indie produc- | 
tions and one reason for the present 
delay in revealing exact status 
its participation in 
setup*is the intention to lay the 
plan’s foundation properly in order 
that it will go forward without any 
changes or deviation in policy, once 
submitted. 


| to 


j}ance of new 
syndicate which still has five | 


| 


of | 
the future GN | 


Although when Warner Bros. ar- 
ranged its new bank credits of $6,- 
000,000 it agreed not to take any ac- 
until 
after Aug. 26, there are no restric- 
tions after that date. Board of di- 
rectors will meet in September to 
consider the question of paying off 
all or part of the $2,877,974.14 in ar- 
rears Or calling in the entire out- 
standing issue of 103,107 shares. 
Stock is callable at $55 per share and 
has already hit a high of 58. Shares 
call for $3.85 per share dividends. 

Company may want to retire the 





Mountford Advising 4 Ks 





ter to organize all performers. 


ican Federation of Labor. 


the charter’s terms. Charter 
1910. 


AFL. When the White Rats was 
Strike of the White Rats against 


union, 
A’s was formed. 
comparatively recent origin. 


Understood that when 
invitation included the proffer 


arose over 
union. 


Four 
Four 


A's charter, 
A's office. 


of the White Rats, 


Gompers. William A. Green, 


one of the organizers 
contingent. 


Harry Mountford has been called in to act as adviser to the 
ciated Actors and Artists of America in the jurisdictional battle started 
when IATSE gave the ousted American Federation of Actors a char- 
Former head of the defunct White 
Rats Actors’ Union is in possession of information which the Four A’s 
believes will be invaluable in the contest to be decided by the Amer- 


Stated that the basic charter under which the Four A’s 
had sweeping jurisdiction covering all types of performers 
figured that present AFL heads and the IA leaders are not aware of 
dates from the days of the Actors Asso- 
ciation and was secured by Harry DeVoe, 


the Four A’s 
of a siz 

White Rats’ C 
During a conference of Four A’s officials last week, 
the whereabouts of the old charter of the White 
No one present could recall what had happened to it. 
Mountford was called and told the gathering to look underneath the 
which was framed and hanging on the wal! 
No one but Mountford and the picture-frame: 
known the old document was there. 

Charter, issued Dec, 7, 1910, was signed by the late Samuel Gompers, 
then president of the AFL. Four A’s charter, which superseded that 
was issued Aug. 28, 1919, and was also signed by 
current president but at that time a 
vice-president of AFL, likewise signed it. 
committee when the White Rats charter was issued. 

Green will preside tomorrow (Thursday) when the Four A's dele- 
gation appears before the executive council in Atlantic City to press 
charges against the IATSE. Frank Gillmore, Four A’s president and 
listed on the charter, will head the Four 


Asso- 


is operating, 
and it 


is 


who headed that union in 


Shortly thereafter the wide jurisdiction specified was okayed by 


formed that charter 
the Keith interests, 


was absorbed. 
the decline of 


vaudeville and the loss of the clubhouse spelled the finish of the Rats 
Unable to keep up per capita tax to AFL, Mountford 
James W. FitzPatrick agreed to relinquish the charter and the Four 
They were identified with the new parent union for 
a time, then were forced to step aside. 


and 


Charter given the AFA igs of 


asked Mounrtford's 
sable fee. 
harter Cached 


help, the 


some question 
Rats 
Finally 


of the 


had 


He was not on the executive 


A's 
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entire preferred issue and may buy 
in a considerable amount of the stock | 
be held in the treasury, Retire- 
ment may be accomplished by issu- | 
common, 


PIX INSURANCE 
FIRMS HIT HARD 


—— | 
Picture 
hit hard by 








duction 


Hollywood, Aug. 8. | 
underwriters have been | 
injuries to players in the 
two months. Carole Lombard’s 
operation set them back $100,000 be- 
cause of delays in current produc- 


lac 
iaS. 














ltion of ‘Vigil in the Night.’ Recent | 
SAILINGS |injury to Richard Greene, four days 
2 : . .| after work on ‘Here I Am Strange 
Aug 1% (Vancouver to Tokio) pete ‘ns cost insure ; a ot. oa 
Michael M. Bergher ‘Empress of | able <a. sa ee 
Asia). ; : Policy payoffs are the heaviest 
Aug. 9 (New York to London) In- | cince Simone Simon s illness during | 
grid Bergman, Mr. and Mrs. Harry | the filming of ‘Under Two Flags,’ | 
M. Warner, Max Milder (Queen | which nicked underwriters for 
Mary). $125,000. 
Aug. 9 (London to New York) —- 
Robert Stevenson (Normandie). Bi il { 
Aug. 8 (New York to London) | l Cagney, Pradece | 
Gertrude Hoffman girls, Jimmy | 
Hadreas, Barr & Estes, Willie West | ali Riiaiais od. Aug. 8 
Gear” ae c gga nea Page pen eyes oi: | 
bt Ae ote neans “© | actor, goes under Hal Wallis’ wing at 
Natalie Paley (lle de France). Warners as an associate producer. 
Aug. 5 (New York to Havana) Younger Cagney is reading a flock 
Henry Weiner (Oriente) of scripts to pick his initialer. 
Aug. 4 (Los Angeles to Honolulu) 
Mr. and Mrs. Lewis Stone (Lurline) L. B. Mayer — 
Hollywood, Aug. 8. | 
ARRIVALS En route to Saratoga for a week | 
| before treking into Manhattan, Louis | 
Mi and Mrs. Carl Fisher (Mary | B. Mayer, Mrs. Mayer and Charlie | 
Mason }, ¢ ary Grant, Phyllis Brooks, | Lacey, golf pro, trained out Aug. 4 
Mrs. Erich Pommer, Maggie Teyte,; Mack Gordon and wife also on| 
Mrs. Freeman Gosden, Kimberly and | the train for a month's eastern so- 
Page, William Morris, Jr, ‘ journ, 
Oth N f | terest { Film 
Qr Iyews OF interest (0 rims | 
} 
Financial aid for British prod.............cceeeeeee tievecssenee 1 
Latin America theatre expansion...........cccccceee av ..Page 11 
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PiGUILY=FAASMA: TAGIO SHOWS. 6oiics ise cdcedi se cccsccvess obese eae Be 
Radio reviews: Bebe Daniels-Ben Lyon, John Barrymore, 
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| Dorothy Vernon 
| film. 


| has ente 





‘Jon Hall Tops Small 
Pago’; 6 Others Set 


Hollywood, Aug. 8. 
on loanout from Samuel 
Goldwyn to Edward Small, will top 
cast of ‘South of Pago Pago’ an 
$800,000 budgeteer. 

Production starts around Sept. 1 
after which Smal] is organizing pro- 
gram to kick six picture into pro- 
at of one every two 


for e year. 


Jon Hall, 


rate 


months enti 


Selznick Testing Helen 
Walpole for ‘Rebecca 


Helen Walpole, radio and legit ac- 
tress-author, will be tested by David 
O. Selznick for the part of the sec- 
ond Mrs. De Winter in the forth- 
|; coming production, ‘Rebecca.’ She 
| goes to fhe Coast in the next couple 
| Of weeks. 

Currently scripting the five-a- 
week serial, ‘Our Gal Sunday,’ cover 
CBS, and ‘Adventures in Reading.’ 
sustainer over NBC, Miss Walpole 
also is active as a radio actress, ap- 
pearing in spot programs. She plans 
to continue her air scripting from 
| the Coast. 

Ann Baxter, legiter, a little over 


16, is en route west with her 


to test for 


agent, | 
the same 


Bill Boece an Aue 


Hollywood, Aug. 8. 

William Dover, confidential exec- 
utive aide to Darry] Zanuck at War- 
and 20th-Fox fo 
red the agency 
of Orsatti & Co. 

Dover had supervised 
of all important creative 
tracts at 20th. 


ners many 


field 


years, 
as v.p. 
negotiat 


talent 


1OnS 


con- 


L. A. to N. Y. 


Rita S. Alexander ; Nat Levine 
Edward Arnold ; Susan Marchand 
Sam Berkowitz Ralph Morgan 
Rosemary Brancaty; Chester Morris 
Sam Bronston Jean Muir 
Owen Davis, Jr, louis B. Maver 
Betty Field Frank MeGlvnn 


Jonathan Finn Maurice Pivar 


Lucille Gleason Norman R, Raine 
Mack Gordon Irene Rich 

E. Y. Herbure lack Skirball 

J eslie Howard Edith Skhouras 
Henry Hull | Larry Steers 

J. Jungmever. J: |} Howard Sturgis 


(Charlie Lacey 
Allan Lane 
M. (, Levee 


Kenneth Thomson 
j Salka Viertel 


Ann Baxter 


; Tom Longan 
Tullio Carminatt 





| Louise Rousseau 
Jerry Colonna | Rene & Stella 
George Fisher j Derethy Vernon 
Kid Garener } Meredith Wilson 
Max Gordon | He in Wobber | 
Hugh Huber l.unsiord BP, Yana: | 


Details of Atlas’ $1,500,000 RKO 


rwriting Presented i in Court 


The Atlas Corp., proponents of the 


| RKO pian of reorganization, through 
Floyd B. Odlum, its president, sub- 
mitted an underwriting agreement 
for the new RKO common stock in 
N. Y. federal court Friday (4). Fed- 
eral Judge William Bondy, after an 
examination of the agreement and 
discussions on it pro and con, re- 
|; served decision until today ‘Wed.), 
|} at which time another hearing will 


be held for the purpose of allowing 
any objectors to declare why the 
agreement is not suitable. 

The gist of the agreement calls for 
Atlas 


| to pay $4 a share for the un- 
i subscribed stock until that sum 
reaches $1,500,000. 

The agreement is cancellable in 
case of war in Europe, closing of the 
N. Y. Stock Exchange or a substan- 
tial loss to RKO before Aug. 2! 
Atlas will receive its compensatio! 
through = stock, unles RKO | has 
$1,000,000 in cash left at the time of 
consummation. In that case Atlas 
will receive cash. 

The first witness pl: iced on the 
stand by Hamilton C Ric kaby, rep- 
resenting Atlas, was N Peter Rath 
von, Odlum’s right hand man and 
RKO board director. He testified as 


to the method the price of $4 a share 


was arrived at, at the board meet- 
ings the past weeks. The general 
substance of the testimony was that 
$4 was an exceptionally high price 
to pay. 

Should Be Higher? 

In this Rathvon was challenged by 
Nathan Rosenberg, appealing unse- 
cured creditor, who declared that in 
| his view the Atlas Corp. should pay 
$10 a share, and by paying $4 it w: 
getting away with $2,000,000 of 
RKO’s money. Judge Bondy did not 
take Rosenberg very seriously and 
indicated to him that if he could 
secure a better underwriting price, 
the Court would be more inclined t¢ 


listen. Judge Bondy also declared 
that he understood, from the agree- 
ment, that Atlas had just suggested 
$4 a share, and should he, Judge, 
find that insufficient, and order even 
$20 a share, Odlum would agree. He 
asked Rickaby if this was not so. A 
flustered and disconsolate Rickaby 


as 


declared in a sour voice, ‘Thats 
what he said, your honor.’ 

Others called by Rickaby were 
Frederick L. Ehrman of Lehman 
Bros., another board director, and 
Carlos Israels, -representing unse- 
cured creditors. George L. Schein 


of the RKO Stockholders Protective 
Committee also spoke in favor of the 
agreement. 

It was further disclosed that a]! 
members of the board who voted on 
the underwriting agreement last 
night had approved it without a dis- 
senting vote. It has the signature 

(Continued on page 26) 
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A STRIKE IS SILLY 


Tomorrow (Thursday) the executive council of the Amer- 
scan Federation of Labor, meeting in Atlantic City, will either 
stop the threat, or can precipitate the most drastic strike in the 
history of show business. 





It’s about time that all the parties concerned picked up their 
marbles for some serious reflection. 


They should pause to consider that a strike would be disas- 
No faction of the business, whether actor, producer, 


And 


trous. 
theatre or stagehand, could long withstand a shutdown. 
the least likely to condone such will be the general public. 
John Q. Man-On-the-Street is fed up with labor disputes and 
he's least accustomed to strikes in the show business. Latter 
has an enviable record for keeping its labor squabbles confined 
to the trade in the past 20 years. It has proven in the past 
that strikes can be avoided. And they must be avoided now. 








Too many of the public are staying away from theatres as is. 
It seems rather silly to now force them away. Legit is in no 
position to withstand a shutdown; pictures also would be hurt, 
but most of all, what’s left of vaudeville. Not to mention the 
niteries, that more affluent offshoot of the varieties. 

Sophie Tucker continues to refer to the vaude-nitery per- 
formers as ‘my children.’ It’s inconceivable for her to carry 
them into chaos without first asking their consent, regardless of 
her conceptions of loyalty to Ralph Whitehead, executive sec- 


retary of the American Federation of Actors. Many in the 
business feel that she’s been ‘made the goat’ and is ‘acting 
stubborn,’ but this can switch to acrimony if a strike is brought 
about. ° 

There'll be hot words and nasty recriminations; actors 1n- | 


dulging in name-calling before a vast audience 
public. Too many performers, big and little alike, have voiced 
their disapproval of an alliance with stagehands. 





Whitehead, once an actor, is fighting for a job and his posi- 


tion is therefore understandable. But Soph is not a labor lead- 


er, nor has she ever had to worry about a job. 
should give some thought about the jobs of her ‘children. 


JLS’ Oriental, — 
Chi, Again Talks 
Suing Distribs 


Charles E. McCarthy, pub-ad head 
of 20th Century-Fox, is pouting at 
the N. Y. Times and that daily has 


been receiving no display advertis- 





|ing on product playing the Roxy 
| theatre, N. Y. McCarthy’s grouch 
lis predicated on adverse editorial 


Chicago, Aug. 8. 

Another court battle on film prod- 
uct looms as a local possibility should 
present negotiations fail to secure 
the pictures that the operators of 
the Oriental, downtown vaudfilmer, | 
deem necessary. Aaron Jones, Sr., | 
for Jones, Linick & Schaefer, is con- 
Sidering going to the courts on a re- | 
Straint complaint if unable to get | 
the pictures and clearance which he 
feels his house is entitled to. 

At present the Oriental is running | 
Subsequent run flickers, many of | 
them several weeks after previous 
loop showings. In many 
double-featuring these flickers at 25c. | 
matinee and 40c. at night. 

When J. L. & S. took over the Mc- | 


over Times film reviews. 

The Kayton-Spiero agency, han- 
diing the Roxy advertising account, 
received instructions to discontinue 
display advertising in the Times. 





cases 1S} 


Washington, Aug. 8 
As far as the majors are concerned 


lickers a couple of years ago, it; there seems to be more imme- 
Started a suit against Balaban & | diate and graver dangers than the 
Katz and the major distributors, but | Neely bill. The Justice Depart- 


ment’s crusade is far more likely to 
have serious consequences, for, even 


dropped it when J. L. & S. made a 
Partnership operating deal with 
B. & K. for the McVickers. 

At present the Oriental and the 

& K. State-Lake are battling it 
Out on identical price setups and 
Similar entertainment policies, with 
the State-Lake also operating with | 
subsequent run product. 

Oriental is already involved in one 
film court squabble, being one of the | 


ment, the industry will be greatly 
inconvenienced and harrassed. Time, 
effort and expense involved in de- 
fending multiple proceedings cannot 
be laughed off. The other chief 
threat is Representative Lyle Boren 


the Congressional Record. 


Major items in the present Federal The Boren blasts have not been 
Suit against Balaban & Katz and. taken seriously so far, but the ate 
Seven major film distributors who | tack should not be regarded lightly. 
are charged with violating a 1932, Whatever his motives, the Oklaho- 


Consent decree. man is alert and persistent. He has 





several times this session and keeps 


Borzage Directs ‘Florian’, 
Hollywood, Aug. 8. 


Frank Borzage gets the directorial 
Job on ‘Florian.’ Winfield Sheehan's 
first production for Metro. 

Picture rolls Sept. 11. 


‘nefarious’ character of the industry. 
And his bill, still unveiled but pro- 
viding essentially for a ban on all 
| activities mentioned by the Justice 
' Department in the New York com- 


NE 


the general | 


So perhaps she 
McCARTHY’S (20TH-FOX) 
GROUCH AT N. Y. TIMES 


comment in the Sunday Times pic- | 
ture section and from dissatisfaction | 


iif the suits are lost by the Govern- | 
of Oklahoma, who keeps sniping via | 


put blistering pieces in the Record | 


an eye cocked for any news item | 
which might be used to show the | 


—————_—_——_ 


UPOTATE N.Y. 
DEALS LAGGING 


Farmers’ Lack of Rain Inter- 
preted at the Boxoffice— 
Some Major Deals Being 
Set, But 1939-40 Selling’s 
Rather Slow 


CODE NO HELP 


Albany, Aug. 8. 

With business off as much as 50% 
in some upstate New York situations, 
operators in the territory are crying 
murder over the developments of 
the past year and, in addition to 
seeking adjustments under film con- 
tracts, are throwing up a squawk 
against the rentals demanded by the 
distributors for 1939-40. 

Lack of rain this summer has 
added to the strife of the Empire 
state exhibitors, both chain and in- 
dependent. What little has arrived 





{trade is looked for in the various 
\cities and towns. Difference in busi- 
ness on days when rain has arrived 
has shown heavy increases at the 
|b.o. on a check against the same day 


| 


startling. 

Blamed for the severe drop 
business this summer is not only the 
fact there has been no rain but be- 
cause the consistent lack of it has 
seriously injured the farmers and 
their crops. 
| is pointed out, was placed in a bad 
spot 
cane-storm which ruined many of 
|}them and, instead of recovering this 
year, are faced with an even worse 
|fate because of the drought. State 
is dependent almost entirely on 
fruit farms, vegetable growing, 
poultry and dairying, all of which 
are suffering setbacks because of 
| weather conditions. This, exhibitors 
| believe, are keeping them out of the 
| theatres. 
clare to exhibs whom they know 
that they are too broke to think 
about patronizing their theatres now. 


Palaver on ‘Trade Code’s 
Verbiage Goes On ’n’ On 


. the 
angles involved in its application to 
the industry and just how it will be 
placed into effect, is causing further 
delay in submission of the trade 
j (Continued on page 8) 


to agree on legal 
to agree on legal 


plaint, would be much more costly 
He wants to break up the vertical 
structure of the industry, going con- 


siderably farther than Neely or any 
of the other members who have pro- 
posed some sort of legislative re- 


straint. 

Boren’s bill has not become the 
cause celebre that Neely’s deveioped 
into, chiefly because it has not been 
formally offered. The Oklahoman, 
who claims to have been studying all 
sides of the picture business for 
three years, is using different tac- 
tics. He is cultivating the ground 
by his occasional speeches and ‘ex- 


tensions of remarks’ in which film 
salaries, ‘mistakes and stupidity’ are 
highlighted. In time he will be a 


terrific headache (if he stays in the 
House), judging from his present at- 
titude. Boren is serving only his 
second term but has done consider- 
able legwork, soliciting aid from va- 
rious Government people and out- 
siders. 

Independent exhibitors have kept 
up a drum-fire that is beginning to 
show results. In private c 


some ilts 
versations many house 


yn- 


1 
sorry are 
memoders 


‘Looks 


‘Columbia Hits High 
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In Summer Production 





Hollywood, Aug. 8. 
Columbia’s midsummer production 
is the highest in years, with seven 
pictures in the editing stage, two be- | 
for the cameras and four in prepara- | 
tion. Shooting are ‘Prison Surgeon’ 








since May has seemed to mostly miss | 
| weekends when the vast majority of | 


in 


The farm element, it | 


last September by the hurri- | 


Some farmers frankly de- | 


; and ‘Sundown in Helldorado.’ 


In cutting rooms are ‘Mr. Smith | 
Goes to Washington,’ ‘Little Peppers,’ | 
| ‘Riders of Black River,’ ‘Overland | 
With Kit Carson’ and ‘The Man They 
| Could Not Hang.’ 

In preparation are ‘Arizona,’ ‘The 
‘Incredible Mr. Williams,’ ‘Blondie 
Brings Up Baby’ and ‘Spook House.’ 


WM. FOX's. 6006 
SETTLEMENT 
BID NIXED 





' 


a year ago, provided that day in 
| 1938 wasn’t a rainv one. The fig- | 
lures operators will provide are | 





Philadelphia, Aug. 8. 
The $600,000 offer of settlement of 


$55,000,000 in claims against William | 
Fox was attacked by an attorney for | 
| one of seven creditors last Thursday | 


(3) as a ‘bone to a dog,’ 


trict Judge John Boyd Avis held a 
hearing in Camden on creditors’ ob- 
jections to the settlement approved 
| by Hiram Steelman, Atlantic City, 
trustee in the bankruptcy. 

Samuel B. Stewart, Jr., counsel 
for the Capital Co., a California real 
estate concern, with a _ $5,190,000 
claim, charged the trustee has been 
‘devoting his efforts to force a set- 
tlement down the throats of the 
creditors.’ 

‘If the trustee would make an ef- 
fort to prosecute recapture suits 
against Fox,’ Stewart declared, ‘he 
could recover at least $1,500,000 from 
All-Continent Corp. It is even pos- 


| sible that he could recover as high | 


as $9,000,000.’ 


All-Continent is a holding com- 
pany the film magnate established in 
the name of his wife, Eva, before 
he filed bankruptcy papers in May, 
1936. Creditors claim he manipu- 
lated the corporation to deprive 
them of access to assets. 


Rep. Boren’s Anti-Pix Sniping Looms 
As a D. C. Threat Exceeding Neely 


the 
bae ke rs 


block di 


echo arguments of 
of the bill, 


stribution as the 


the trade 

condemning 
reason fo! 
films and regarding the 
Siamese twin of greed 
Even conservatives 
customarily would line up 
against anything interfering with 
freedom of private enterprise think 
the major companies have vicious 
habits which a Neely bill would 
eradicate. 


‘unmoral’ 
majors aS a 
and at 
who 


rogance., 


Party Politics 
Politically it boils down to a ques- 
tion of which party can win out. 
Bulk of the Democrats probably 
would go along if any restrictive bill 
is brought up but the (at present) 
minority always has been the friend 


of the industry. If the Republicans 
on the Interstate Commerce Com- 


mittee are cranked 
pretty much dictate the fate of the 
Neely bill or any other, even though 
one of them, Rep. Francis Culkin of 
New York, has agitated for years for 
legislation providing censorship and 
yutlawing the distribution practice. 
While spotlight is focused 
(Continued on page 24) 


up, they could 


the 


on 


U. S. Dis- | 


Like the U. S. Suit Can't 
Go to Trial Before January, 1940 


+ 


—___.__., 


No trial of the industry's greatest 
litigation before January, 1940, ap- 
pears certain, according to the final 
remarks of senior federal judse John 
C. Knox in New York. When on 
Thursday (3) the Government bat- 
tled it out with the major company 
defendants, the U. S. secking a pref- 


| erence starting date of Nov. 1, Judge 


Knox turned to Paul Williams, spe- 
cial assistant to the U. S. attorney- 
general, who is prosecuting, and 
declared, ‘I do not see how this case 
can go on before the first of January 
in any event’, 

Williams had started off his argu- 


|ment by saying that the case was 


of great public interest, and that un- 
der the Sherman anti-trust act, Con- 
gress had indicated that cases of that 
nature should be given a preference. 
He mentioned also that he expected 
to take about four months in trying 
the Government side of the case. 


Col. William Donovan, represent- 
ing RKO, and as usual, spokesman 
for the majors, then arose in rebut- 
tal, stating that the defendants did 
not oppose the application on techni- 
cal grounds. He argued that the case 
was of great public interest. and that 
it should be tried as soon as pos- 
sible. ‘However,’ declared the at- 
torney, ‘the U. S. has had two years 
to prepare for trial. We, as the 
defendants must have time also. We 
have been working on this case for 
eight-nine months, and still have 


| many months ahead of us. We must 


not only cover 15,000 independent 
exhibitors, but hundreds of inde- 
pendent producers. There is no 
emergency warranting that this case 
be brought to trial this fall.’ 


To back up this assertion, Donovan 


| told of the negotiations with the De- 


partment of Justice from August, 
1938, to January, 1939, whereby the 


| department agreed to drop its ap- 


quired during 


| pom 


| plication for a temporary injunction 


to restrain the defendants from ac- 
quiring any additional theatres, and 
to preserve the status quo pending 
trial The defendants have also 
agreed to inform the U. S. regarding 
any additional theatre holdinzs ac- 
the period pending 
trial, so that the Government may 
inquire as to the ways and means 
they were acquired 
Also, Donovan continued, 
(Continued on page 52) 
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Stali Film, Stage Production Plans 


ending 4 A’s-IATSE Showdown 


‘Continued from page 1) tle issue through its Hollywood- 
Broadway star delegation), it is 
figured unlikely that the AFL will 
decide the dispute in favor of the 
performer union. Believed Browne 
has built up too strong a position in 
the Federation councils. 


dustrial Organization, which has al- 
wavs been prevented from getting a 
foothold in show business unionism, 
is on the alert to jump into the wid- | 
ening gaps of the AFL ranks. 
Studios Delay Production | 


According to reports from the|the Four A’s future course is prob- 
Coast, the studios are delaying the lematical. It might carry the fight to 
start of all big budget productions | the committee. In either case, the 


| ROLE FOR IRENE DUNNE iat with the stagehands is figured | 
| | 


If the AFL council ducks the issue, | 


} 


: | 
pending some settlement of the con- Four A’s future course would be the 


flict. None of the companies wants same. It might carry the fight to 
to be caught in the middle of a the AFL annual convention in Oc- 


shooting schedule by an actor-stage- | tober, or it may immediately with- 
hand fight that would result in a, draw from the parent 
walkout tieing up production. Stu-|) and carry on as an_ independent 
dio heads are reported seeking some, union. In either of the latter cases, 
way of bringing the two unions to- a finish fight, involving strikes and a 
gether to avoid a stoppage which’) general tieup of production in vari- 
would leave the companies in the| ous branches of show business, 
middie. But they're afraid to take inevitable. 

any outright stand lest they become As 
involved 


organization 


seems 


anticipated, Equity 
American Federation of 

Somewhat similar condition exists | ists last week joined the Screen 
on Broadway. where managers are} Actors Guild in bringing charges 
generally holding off the start of the against Miss Tucker and in suspend- 
new season's productions until mat-j| ing her pending hearings. Charges 
ters are clarified. George White, 
who for some months has_ been | case. 
readying his ‘Scandals,’ preemed it 
in Atlantic City last Monday (7), | application for a charter from the 
but other managements are generally 
standing pat. As a case in point, | titude is that such action by the AFA 
George Abbott, with five produc-! president threatens the jurisdiction 
tions tentatively scheduled for the and welfare of the performer unions. 
season. may not put a show into re-| Harry Richman, not a member of 
hearsal until the threat of a tieup is 
definitely past. He had previously 
planned beginning rehearsals of a 
straight play late this month and 
starting tune-ups of his forthcoming 
musical on Labor Day. 


and the 
Radio Art- 


Singer was accused of dis- 


those unions, but he is an Equity 
member and his case will be con- 
sidered by that organization Aug. 29. 
Angle that makes the Equity sus- 
pension of Miss Tucker especially 
Of course, the Broadway man-| pertinent is the question of her being 
agers are in better shape to face’ barred from ‘Leave It to Me’ when 
such a situation than are the Holly-! the Cole Porter musical reovens at 
wood studios. They have invest-| the Imperial, N. Y. If the singer 
ments tied up. but aren’t faced with) should elect to appear at the Aug. 22 
seasonal production schedules and! Equity hearing to defend herself, the 
selling lineups which they must keep; suspension might be avoided: and if, 
moving. However, showmen in both): as expected, she stays away from the 
pictures and legit are unquestionably | hearing, then her suspension is vir- 
in the middle. They stand to lose; tually certain to be upheld. ‘(De- 
no matter which union wins the | tailed on page 49). 
coming fight—and they can’t do any- | 


thing to protect themselves, 
producer open it without her, the 


> ’ 
Put Into AFL's Lap, New York stagehands are almost 
Doubt Definite Stand certain to walk out to protect her, 


thereby precipitating a general con- 

Justice McGoldrick’s denial of the| flict. In the latter case, the Four A’s 
AFA injunction plea (details on page| is prepared to call a strike in all 
43) leaves the next step up to the) legit Broadway and the 
AFL executive council, which is! road. Open letter outlining the situ- 
meeting all this week in Atlantic | ation was last week sent to all per- 
City and is scheduled to take up the| formers, who were asked to pledge 
Four A’s-IATSE dispute tomorrow. | loyalty and the willingness to strike. 
However, close observers of the situ- | Solid responses have been coming in 
ation doubt that the parent organi-| to Four A’s headquarters and the 


In that case. she would be barred 


| from the Freedley show. Should the 


houses on 


zation will take a definite stand to, actOrs are understood preparing to 
settle the matter. With George E.; move their own scenéry in an at- 
Browne, president of the IATSE; Jo-| tempt to keep the show running in 


seph B. Padway, AFA attorney, and} face of a stagehand walkout. 
President William A. Green sitting 
in On the pre-hearing confabs on the 
question, it is figured the council will 


Freedley has stated he will ‘hold 
Equity responsible’ for existing con- 
tracts if it Miss Tucker from 
receive the glittering Hollywood-| ‘Leave It to Me’ but the union's at- 
Broadway delegatio:', hear the Four torneys claim all performe! 
A’s plea and then refer the matter | tracts contain clauses cove! 
to a special committee. That, in ef-' 
fect. would duck the issue, leaving it 
to be settled in a showdown fight be- 
tween the 


he 
Dals 


con- 
ing that 
possibility. In postponing the reopen- 
ing of his musical until after Equity’s 
scheduled hearing, Freedley' has 


act 2c? and ayoohan ’ ° 
actors and stagehands’| sought to avoid forcing an issue. But 
ns ; 
unions. if the suspension stands, a show- 
As some pe ople have suggested, |} down is considered certain. 


however, it is that the 


IATSE leaders may realize they are Nitery Jam at La Conga, 
in a bad position in their attempt: " ef . ps 
t] N. Y.; Also Ripley’s Spot 


possible 


fo invade the actor jurisdiction and 
may welcome intervention by the 


i 


AFL as a ‘face-saver’. One thing is} Im the nitery field the AFA-Fout 
certain—the Four A’s will not give A’s fight has led to at least one out- 
them any chance for a compromise | b-eak between AFA and its recentlv- 


( my} 
‘deal’. Actor union heads are deter- 


chariered Four A’s rival, the 
mined to force i 


can Guild of Variety Artists. That 
occurred at :.a Conga, New York, 
where four AFA acts sought to 
force an AGVA act out of the show. 
They succeeded for one perform- 
Specific issue to be heard by the ance, but thereafter the nitery man- 
AFL executive council is the Four | agement insisted that all acts go on 
A’s charges against the IATSE. Per- as scheduled. Matter is believed 
former union has demanded that the certain to extend to the whole nitgry 
purent body nullify the IATSE | field before long. 
charter grant to AFA, on the ground developed at Ripley’s Odditorium, 
that Browne's action was a clear N. Y., where IATSE stagehands con- 
invasion of actor jurisdiction and a_ tinue to work despite the fact the 
violation of the AFL constitution. | place is being picketed by the AFA, 
Four A’s demands tmat the its affiliate 
IATSE be suspended by the AFL 
for continuing to recognize and deal 
with the AFA after the latter 
had been expelled by the Four A’s. 
It claims that the AFL constitution 
clearly states that expelled unions 
are outlawed as far as federation 
branches are concerned. 
Browne’s AFL Strength 

Although the Four A’s will almosi 
certainly shove the executive coun- 
cil into an embarrassing spot (par- 
ticularly by attention on 


Ameri- 
showdown and, if 


a favorable decision isn’t obtained 
from the AFL, to carry out a fight 
to the finish, either in or out of the 
AFL ranks. 


Another wrinkle 


also 


Ferrets, the AFA opposition group, 
has petitioned Whitehead to hold a 
meeting to decide on the question of 
the already effected affiliation with 
the IATSE. Photostatic copy was 
sent to Miss Tucker in Atlantic City. 
No immediate actior. is expected on 
the matter, but The Ferrets plan to 
continue agitation. 

Radio writer-actor angle was in- 
jected into the union tangle Monday, 
of the Radio Writers 
League of America 


\, hen members 
Guild, Authors 


focusing 


were substantially the same-in each | 
loyalty in participating in the AFA | 


IATSE. SAG, Equity and AFRA at- | 


SAG or AFRA, is not concerned with | 





More on 4A’s 


Legit and vaudeville angles on 
the 4A’s battle are detailed in 
this issue. 

AFA  no-injunction decision 
Page 43. Legit story on Page 49. 


COL. SWEETENING UP 








Hollywood, Aug. 8. 
Irene Dunne jis sidestepping the 
top role in Columbia’s remake of 
‘Front Page,’ with the reason given 
as illness. However, it’s understood | 
she is averse to playing the part | 


of ai two-fisted go-getting news- 
paperwoman after she has estab- | 
lished herself on the = screen in 


sweeter, more sympathetic roles. 

Stud@, sensing the real reason, 
brought in Morrie Ryskind to do a 
new treatment which, it is hoped, 
will be acceptable to Miss Dunne. 

Meanwhile, Carole Lombard _in- 
formed the studio she would be glad 
to play the part as soon as she fin- 
ished ‘Vigil in Night’ at RKO. 


| 


Ex-Star’s Novel 


Two new novels with Hollywood | 
background in the offing, both w rit- | 
ten by people in and about the in- | 
dustry. 

Patsy Ruth Miller, silent screen 
star, has authored ‘That Flannigan 
Girl,’ which Morrow brings out next | 
month. Houghton Mifflin publishes | 
shortly ‘If We Only Had Money,’ by | 
Lee Shippey, columnist on the Los ! 
Angeles Times. 


affiliate, accused AFRA of jurisdic- 
tional invasion similar to that which 
the Four A’s condemns in the 
IATSE. But the dispute is an old 
one and is not likely to 
early showdown. 


reach an 


‘ nn °¢_. a 
Studios Fortify Vs. 
Jace ° NM) « 
Possible Labor War 
Hollywood, Aug. 8 
Labor war clouds gathering over 
Hollywood have’ brought orders 
from studio biggies for slow down 
On preparations for important pic- 
tures skedded for late August and 
early September starts. They are 
fearful lest they be caught in the 
middle of $1,000,000-and-up produc- 
tions by a strike that might 
pletely paralyze operations, 
While most lot chiefs are holding 
to the hope that serious trouble will 


com- 


be averted, they do not feel they 
can afford to gamble huge invest- 
ments against walkouts these days. | 
‘Should difficulties arise, however 
studio commanders plan to have 
their cinema ships in shape for the 


There will be no sh 
every possibility of restoring 
to ranks has been exhausted. 
will be pushed ahead of more im- 
posing product that is held 

Practically all companies are in 
excellent shape so far as 
of finished features are 
Paramount has 19 of new 
offerings completed and ready fo: 
release. Warners has 18, and, while 
other lots are not quite so far ad- 
vanced, exhibs need have no 
should threatened 
than two 


itdowns until 
peace 
Plants 
back. 

backlogs 
concerned. 


season's 


worry 
strife run _ less 
months Extra push is 
being placed behind additional prod- 
ict now before the cameras. 


Whether Metro launches any née 


in labor situation. Check of 
company’s’ production 
veals that nothing has 


for the starting signa] between 


docket re 
been slatec 


Uw 


and Sept. 8 | 
While 20th-Fox’s slate lists such 

expensive undertakings as ‘The 

Bluebird, ‘Swanee_ River,’ ‘Little 


Old New York’ and ‘Johnny Apollo’ 
for getaways within the next three 


to five weeks, dates are tentative, ! 
and advance work will not be 
speeded to such a point that outfits 


would be left holding the sack, 
should a fight be forced on them. 
Whether lenses are actually trained 
on such productions as Universal's 
‘South of the Amazon,’ Paramount's 
‘Victor Herbert,’ David O. Selz- 
nick’s ‘Rebecca’ and Warners ‘Four 
Wives’ in last half of August, as 
announced, will depend entirely on 
developments of the next few days. 
Other proposed features likely to 
draw postponed debuts include Ed- | 
ward Small’s ‘South of Pago-Pago,’ | 
Walter Wanger’s ‘Send Another! 


Coffin,’ Universal’s ‘Destry Rides 
Again’ and Warners’ ‘Invisible 
Stripes.’ 


' refused to heed the pleas of 


| marked: 


— — 


| Names Break Into Dailies 


Wednesday, August 9, 1939 


—s 


Spotlighting Press Statements 


—— 


on 4A’s-IATSE Squabble— 


Beseech Miss Tucker ‘Come Back Home’ 


One of the most potent weapons in 
arsenal for the coming 


be the 


Hollywood and Broadway names. 


That is evident already in the num-! 


ber of public statements released by 
screen, stage and radio stars. AFA- 
IATSE combination, with only 
Sophie Tucker to add prestige to its 


announcements, is relying on her to 


release all counter-blasts. 


Eddie Cantor, temporary president | 


of the newly-chartered AGVA, has 
issued several statements 
Coast. Last Saturday (5) Katharine 
Hepburn, currently in ‘The Philadel- 
phia Story,’ at the Shubert, N. Y., 
released a pledge of loyalty to the 
Four A’s and an appeal to AFL ex- 
ecutive council, meeting in 
City this week, not 


Atlantic 
to disregard the 


‘just rights’ of actors. Katharine 
Cornell issued a somewhat similar 
announcement Sunday (6), while 


Helen Hayes the same day made an 
open appeal to Miss Tucker to ‘come 
back home where you belong. 
ter -was released last week on the 
Coast, where Miss Hayes was ap- 
pearing in ‘Ladies and Gentlemen.’ 
{It closed Saturday (5)]. 

In her letter, which was addressed 
to ‘Dear Sophie,’ Miss Hayes wrote: 

‘Sometimes when children are 
naughty they have to be spanked. 
No parents like to do the spank- 
ing. The Four A’s has not liked 
spanking you by suspending vou 
from Aciors Equity, the Screen Ac- 
tors Guild and the American Fed- 
eration of Radio Artists. The Four 
A’s didn’t like to have to do 
but, as the parent 
organized 


this 
international of 
actors, it had no other 
choice. You left no other choice. 

‘The Four A’s either had to con- 
done your attempt to deliver 30,000 
hands of the IATSE 


actors into the 


or it had to punish you The 
Four A’s either had to be stern 
with you or betray 30,000 of iis 


members. 


‘We hope that when you realize 
the force of the 
back home 


Miss 


facts youll come 


belong.’ 


s steadfastly 


where you 
Tucker, who ha 
friends 
AFA 
Miss Hayes by 
bow out of the 
dispute, but instead renewed her 
tacks on the Four A’s. Her 


and associates to resign as 
president, replied to 
again declining to 
ad 
<il* 


Slate- 


ment read 

‘wy 

When a parent acts like a cruel 
stepfather and is maliciously be- 


smirching the reputation of the 
child and drives it out of the house, 
there is nothing for the child to do 
Four A’s cruelly oust- 
AFA members from its 


but go Ihe 


ed 12,000 


ranks. As president of the AFA, 

I would have betrayed those 12,000 
if I left them homeless.’ 

Miss Hepburn’s statement read: 
‘For 19 years the Four A’s has 


ably and honestly represented per- 
formers in the theatrical 
sion, As a member of this or- 


ganization I believe sincerely in the 


profes- 


integrity of our leaders and their 
methods of administration. ‘Any 
attempt on the AFL 


part of the 

to disregard the just claims of the 
Four A’s will be regarded as a 
breach of faith not to be tolerated 


loyal members of our 


Miss Tucker’s Rebuttal 

In addition to her . 
Haves, Miss Tucker also 
Equity for its temporary suspension 
of her on ‘treason’ charges. 
suspension by 
the 500 Club. 


the’s 


Informed 
telephone at 
City, where 
appearing, sne re 


of the 
mntiic 


currently 


‘They can go ahead and do 
they want. 
a living. 


what 
Sophie will always make 
If they want to throw 150 


people Out of work they can go | 
right ahead. Sophie will always 
make money. They'll wind up the! 
losers. Tucker will not try to put 


anybody out of work; let Equity do | 
Mi 
Later a 


prepared statement was 
released in Miss Tucker's name by |! 
AFA. It read, ‘They are bad losers. 
In suspending me, the Four 
merely proving what we 


A’s is] 
have | 


, claimed on previous occasions—that 


this anti-labor group shows no con- 
sideration for the welfare of the 
actor. In their present futile at- 
tempt to steal our organization, they 
penalized not only our 15,000 mem- 
bers but the entire acting profes- 
sion. In suspending me from Equity, 
should they attempt to deny me the 
ght to in ‘Leave It to Me’ 


appear 


publicity value of the| 


from the} 


Let- | 


culting a switchboard or eat 


they are jeopardizing the emp 
ment of more than 110 peop\s 
have been looking forward to 
season.’ 

| Ralph Morgan, president of SAG 
|last Sunday said: - 
| ‘The question is: Does the 
constitution mean what it says’ 
If it means what it says, the ex- 
| ecutive council must halt the ef- 
| fort of the IATSE to kidnap a 
section of organized actors.’ 


who 


} 
c ong 
AOTIE 


AFL 


Miss Bankhead’s Blast 


, 
At Browne’s ‘Lawlessness’ 
Tallulah Bankhead, star of “The 
Little Foxes,’ at the National. N. y 
followed on Monday night (7) wit 


r 

1 

a characteristic explosion at the 
IATSE president. It declared, ‘The 


action of George Browne in invading 
the jurisdiction of the Four A’s is an 
outrageous piece of banditry. For 
this daylight holdup he should be 
jseverely disciplined by the 
can Federation of Labor. 


Ameri- 


‘On what meat does this our 
Caesar feed that he has grown so 
j}great? This stock company Hitler 


should be, must be, hobbled betore 
jhe does irreparable damage to the 
theatre and screen. 

‘Does the AFL condone Browne's 
| tawlessness. then the actors wil] 
|} have no recourse other than to withe- 
|draw from that body and act as an 
|independent union. There can be no 
| whitewashing of Browne. If you'll 
} pardon my Latin he has been caught 
iflagrante delicto, and his 
must not go unpunished. 

‘Let Browne stick to his last 
ihe promise never to 
tell me how to act, when to act- or 
where to.act, in turn I'll promise 
him never to coach him in the 
nique of 


arrogance 


Does 


undertake to 


fouling a drop, 


ble props.’ 


Wide Press Comment 
Besides the public statements by 
Various stage and film stars, the dis 
pute this week began to 
tention in the editorial 
the dailies all over the 
Monday (7) 


receive al- 
columns of 
land In his 
column in the N. Y. 
Daily News, Burns Mantle took one 
of the most outspoken stands that 
has yet appeared on the que: 
After outlining the 
arama critic wrote: 

‘While it is inconceivable that the 
parent labor body will seriously con- 
sider for 


tion, 


facts, the News 


more than a split second 


the claims of the stagehands that 
they should be. given jurisdiction 
over the actors, or anv division of 
them, it seems to me _ that Viiss 
Katharine (Hepburn) has the ght 
idea, 

‘The actors are a force. once they 
are aroused to action. They | ved 
this is their own strike for decent 
working conditions k . 191 
They can prove it again now, in this 
much more important crisis, if es 
will put their minds to it 

‘It is because the actors have 
made a courteous practice of stand- 


ing on their 
ident of the 
nerve to think 
organization 


dignity that the pres- 
IATSE acquired the 

that his tail of 
ct uld W = i 1€ ta 
A’s whichever way it pleased. He 


should be definitely and quickly 


convinced of his erro The w er 
so devoted the major pori 1 of 
his column to the subject 
yesterday (Tuesday) 
New York Herald Tribune treated 
on the subject editorially Sund: 


y 
(6). Taking the stand that ‘The 
v 


public is decidedly interested 


union row which threatens to de- 
prive the stage, even temporarily, 
of the gr--‘'y popular talents of 


Miss S Tucker,’ the piece 
took som th to explain the un- 


derlying tas of the case. It then 
declared that the matter ‘is an ine 
tricate mess of which Miss Tucker, 


in the opinion of most show people, 
is the innocent victim, owing 10 
what they consider her misguided 
sense of loyalty to Whitehead.’ [Its 
unusual for a daily to come out so 


openly in behalf of a single player}. 


Referring to a recent editorial in 
VARIETY, the Herald Tribune con- 
cludes, ‘the hint here is plainly that 
Miss Tucker has an 
son for abandoning 
the American Federation 
and thus withdraw from the spot. 
Without presuming to advise hel, 
we can assure her that her fans 
are intensely eager to see her Oack 
n another t 


excellent rea- 
Whitehead and 


of Act iS 


Spol p€lore ne fo. 
i 


lights. 
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STUDIOS TURN DOWN IA 


+ 


NIX CLOSED otO? 
NION DEMAND: 


Schenck’s Committee Em- 
phasizes Producers Will 
Maintain in Full Force All 
Existing Studio Labor and | 
Guild Contracts — AFL 

Council Coun-. 


‘Strike Call’ 








Executive 
ters with 
Resolution 


—_——_——_- 


SAG’S PRESSURE 





Hollywood, Aug. 8. | 

Producers Association, at a meet- | 
ing Monday (7) which ran past mid- 
night agreed to maintain in full 
force and effect all existing contracts 
with studio labor and Guild organ- 


izations. Decision scuttles the 
IATSE demand for an immediate 
closed shop agreement, including 


control of first cameramen. 

Joseph M. Schenck, Producer As- 
sociation head and chairman of the 
producer-labor negotiating commit- 
tee, issued following statement: 

‘Pending negotiations with repre- 
sentatives of the IATSE, growing out 
of demands for ‘closed shop,’ do not 
in any manner threaten observance 
of existing contracts between the 
producers and studio employee or- 
ganizations. The producers will ob- 
serve in strict accordance with their 
terms all contracts now in existence, 
including those with the Screen 
Actors’ Guild, Screen Directors’ 
Guild, American Society of Cine- 
matographers and other agreements 


of similar nature, Nothing will 
arise in present negotiations or in 
any negotiations in future which 


shall cause producers to invalidate 


or impair any contractual obligation 
which they have made. 
Confidence, good will and co- 


operation which are essential to wel- 
fare of this industry, and every per- 

1 connected with it, can neithe! 
be maintained nor extended except 
upon solid foundation of complete 
good faith. We propose to act in re- 
spect to our contracts in such good 
faith 

‘Despite complexity of industry 
problems and multitude of unique 
situations and relationships created 
by diversity of talent, skill and ex- 
perience required to produce mo- 
tion pictures we propose to give 
effort to working out those 
problems in such way as we deem 
best for permanent progress and 
peace of industry. We hope by con- 
ference and negotiation to improve 
conditions for common benefit of all 
concerned,’ 

At a 


8O 


every 


session earlier in the day 


with Schenck IATSE leaders offered | ‘ 


to abandon ‘for the time being’ its 
demands for jurisdiction over first 
cameramen, now affiliated with the 
American Society of Cinematog- 
raphers 

Schenck told them pointedly that 
time element is not 
‘Either you let ‘em 
not —that’s what we want 


the qualified 
Satisfactory, and 
alone o1 


to know.’ 


& 


‘Strike Call’ 

A resolution asking the AFI 
executive council to call in heads of 
its film unions to authorize a 
Of some 25,000 studio 
adopted Monday (7) night by the 
Central Labor Council. Also 
solved and adopted was demand for 
appointment of an unbiased direc- 
tor for the Los Angeles office of the 
National Labor Relations Board and 
fo. a Government investigation to 
determine if any labor board at- 
taches here are active members of 
CIO or the Communist party. 

J W. Buzzell, executive secretary 
ot CLC, planed out for Atlantic City 
to present resolutions at the AFL 
meeting. 

Strike resolution alleges existence 
of a conspiracy between CIO and 
Communists to destroy AFL unions 
in the picture industry, with initial 
drive aimed at the IATSE. 

United Studio technicians and 


Guild reps took lightly the resolu- 


strike 


workers was 


re- 
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Green’s Stage Fright 


Atlantic City, Aug. 8 

On a limb as result of the 
furore over the Four A’s-IATSE 
brawl, the American Federation 
of Labor executive council meet- 
ing here this week is apparently 
embarrassed. Accustomed to 
dealing with manual laborers, 
the labor leaders are in the 
throes of an acute case of stage 
fright at the prospect of facing 
the glamor boys and ‘oomph’ 
girls of Hollywood and Broad- 
way at Thursday’s (10) hearing 
of the dispute. 

William Green, AFL president 
who normally considers organ- 
ization matters in the traditional 
smoke-filled room, is particularly 
jittery about the whole prospect. 
About all he could find to say on 
the matter was, ‘It sure is a 
headache.’ George E. Browne, 
AFL vice-president and a mem- 
ber of the executive council as 
well as president of the contest- 
ing IATSE, was even more elo- 
quent than his superior, He re- 
fused to comment. 








;tion and 
| soliciting members among all crafts. 
They 


} pull 


charges that they were 


pointed out Studio Painters 
lately endorsed the USTG fight for 


|election of workers to designate a 
| bar: 


gaining rep. They also doubt In- 
ternational heads of other unions 
would authorize a strike call ‘just to 
chestnuts out of the fire for 
IATSE.’ 
Hearing on 
and USTG for 


petitions of IATSE 
designation as bar- 


gaining reps for 12,000 film workers 
was set by the Labor Board for late 
this (Tuesday) afternoon, 


Accept: 


ance by 


closed shog demand of the IATSE 
was blocked by pressure from 
Screen Actors Guild and action of 


the Los Angeles regional office of the 
National Labor Relations Board in 
asking Washington to order a hear- 
ing on petition of the United Studio 
Technicians Guild for 


12,000 technical workers to designate 
a bargaining representative. The} 
wo kers are claimed by both the 
IATSE and USTG. 

Producers representatives were 


known to have a 


would be inked 


no closed shop pact 

while situation was being held in 
abeyance by the NLRB. The pro- 
ducers are said to have taken the 


that granting of a closed 
d result in the IATSE im- 
out the dene Boa 
10 have affiliated with 
that they would face 


position 
shop woul 
mediately tossing 
of mer 


the USTG, and 


noers WI 


suits for back salary should these 
men later be reinstated by the 
NLRB. 
$1,000,000 War Chest 
Actors were busy assembling a 
$1,000,000 war chest and bom eecing 
members with brochures attackin 


administration of George E. “tenting 
IATSE prexy, and William Bioff, 
xmer Coast head of the IA. Bioff 
resigned some time ago, 
identified with all ac 

of the organization 
A special plane will be chartered 
by the SAG to ‘aden a delegation of 


) Des 
tOsely 


- 








| taken 
| bookers, 0 
| countants 


the producers of the 


| be lent any m 


an election of } 


Sam Katzman Sued In 
Minimum Wage Test 


Hollywood, Aug. 8. 

First film test case under Saction 
223 of the State Labor Code requir- 
ing employers to pay a minimum 
scale fixed in a contract with work- 
ers has been filed by Holbrock Todd, 
film cutter. Sam Katzman, president 
of Victory Pictures, was named de- 
fendant, Labor Commish hearing 
being set for Aug. 21. 





Holbrock is seeking to obtain $100 | 


claimed due for editing job during 
June and July. In affidavit filed 
with Commish, editor states he 
ceived $300 for four weeks, 
should have been paid $400, 
much as contract with Society of 
Motion Picture Film Editors pro- 
vides for $100 weekly for editors. 


TO UNIONIZE 


but 
inas- 





SALESMEN 


The next major move in union- 
ization of forces within the film in- 
dustry, with some organizing work | 


reported to have been quietly under- 
already, threatens to 
cashiers, ac- 
film 


Moves 


ffice workers, 


and very possibly 


salesmen in the exchanges 
in this direction have been made 
Should film sales 


men be willing to 


swing their support to a union ove 
exchange employees, which now are 
not organized, much weight would 


wth Nn 


strengthe 


Various 


ve made to 
the position of labor in the 


ibranch offices of the distributors. 
i'The average company maintains 
'around 32 branches in the larger 
centers of the U. S. and Canada 


dvised SAG leaders | 


: | Gatelee, 
but has been | 
tivities | 

! 


name actors to Atlantic City Thurs- 
day €17) fi he: iring before the 
American Fed tion of Lahor Ex 
ecutive Cour on petition of the 
Guild to void IATSE charter issued 
to the An n Federation of | 
Acto Attack will be supervised by 
Ralph Morga prexy, Kenneih 
TI executive secretary, and 
La ce W Beilenson, SAG 
( UNnSel 

Following statement of prexy 


the IATSE had 


Browne in east 
helped the act 
with major studios, 
issued a state 
In part: 

‘No thank 


prexy 


you, Mr. Browne. 

‘In 1937 we had no reason to 
distrust you and your associate 
officers of the IATSE. 

‘In 1939, we have every 
to distrust you 

‘That the organized 
nctors of America have rallied to 
vour raiding and to insist 
that the American Federation of 
Labor declare invalid the piece 
of paper \ hich you call a charter 


reason 
is why 


resist 


and which vou are attempting to 
issue to the Am¢rican Federation 
of Actors.’ 

Bioff planed in from the east and 


idle w 


th John F. 


; | 
yrs negotiate contracts | 


less and to do a full 12 
the year as result of 
methods of 
the 
tribution 


With less 
months out of 
the highly 
selling now in 
ing of most 


executives, ranging from excl 


concentrated 
vogue, and 
deals by dis 


clos- 


lange 


managers up to general sales man- 
agers at home offices. the number 
of salesmen maintained and _ the 
salaries have been brought down 
sharply over the years 

In addition to salesmen and book- 


ers, it is a question of whether o1 
not traveling exchange ,4uditors 


would also be sought for member- 


i 


ship in any unionizing drive at- 
tempted and whether they would 
want it or not. on average road 
auditor is out in the field nearly the 
vehole year oy spending a couple 
months or so in home offices, 


. } ‘ _ 
International representative 


who has been handling situation 
here, as well as with producer rep- 
| resentatives. Local IATSE officials 
are peeved over action of Browne in 
issuing AFA charter at a time when 
producers were reported ready to 
accept t C ed s Dp i 
Fail of t IATSI 

cl ed hop k 

resulting in floc j ’ 
USTG in belief t « t it ol 
Brow > to jerk the ) ha 
b n n out U CG } | 
any } ca ) j 
be i 1 b ) 
}and expre Ll the ‘ t 

cultv would be e rie i lg 
ting the projectionists to walk in all 
key points. It was poir 1 out that 


Morgan | 
‘ment in which he said | 





| hold 
| break 
| the 


Browne also has lost com- 
Louis, one of 


prexy 
plete control in St 


former stronghoid 


It was disclosed here that the 
IATSE was searching for some ‘face 
saver’ that would enable the organ- 


ization to back out of the actor 
jurisdiction without weakening its 
own organization This 
Atlantic City if 


| ? 
utive counell iles 


may come al 
AFL exec l ru it 
prant to the AFA was illegal 


¢ it 
n its 


charter 


Delay, howeve was undoubtedly 
favorable to the USTG. If the NLRB 
orders an election before a settle- 
ment is reached, producers may find 






ink any pact unti! 


opportu! yv to State 


it inadvisable to 


the men have an 
a 








Lee 
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NLRB Bans Long Term Contracts 
Between Studios and Film Labor 
Crafts; §.P. Case Behind the Ruling 


FILMERS MEET 13TH 








Hollywood, Aug 
National Labor Relations Board 





re- | 


involve 


has placed a ban on long term con- 


ON IATSE SITUATION 


tracts between producers and film 
labor’ crafts, New ruling was 
Hollywood, Aug. 8 handed down in an amended com- 
plaint voiding agreement with the 


Mass meeting has been called for 
| Aug. 13 by tl § ) Act _.., screen Playwrights, Inc., and charg- 
é ° V ‘ AC ‘s ulic¢ ¢ co . . ty 

g by the _—— Actors Guild jing eight picture companies with 
and Four A’s affiliates to unfair labor practice in dealings 


the invasion of the actor with Screen Writers Guild. 


discuss 


ranks by 





the IATSE. Committee members The NLRB fixed Thursday (17) as 
cooperating with Melvyn Douglas, | the date for reopening of the hear- 
of the SAG, include James Cag-|i"% on complaint charging studio 
ney, Walter Abel, Elizabeth Ris- ©xecutives with coercion, intimida- 
don, Charles Trowbridge, Olivia de tion and failure to negotiate in good 
Havilland, John Gal laudet, John faith with the scriveners Board 


tated that the duration of the SP 
contract was one of the reasons it 
was illegal. More than 50 affidavits 
have been filed with the Board by 
writers for use in the coming hear- 


ne 
ing, 


Garfield, Dorothy Tree, Philip Kief- 
fer and Florence Wikx. 

Guild delegation heading east for 
the AFL executive council meeting 
(Thurs.), will include Kenneth 
Thomson, Ralph Morgan, Edward, 





| Arnold, Chester Morris, Jean Muir, Companies cited by Alexander E 
Lucille Gleason, Henry Hull, Larry Wilson, Jr., special attorney for the 
Steers. Latter is chairman of the NLRB, are Universal, Selznick-In- 
|SAG council. ternational, 20th-Fox, Metro, War- 
= ers, RKO-Radio, Columbia and 

Four A's group from New York Paramount. 
making the trip, include Fredric Ruling against long term pacts 
March, Tallulah Bankhead, Bettie may have a far-reaching effect on 
Davis, Miriam Hopkins, Jascha the film industry. Contract only re- 
Heifetz and Lawrence Tibbett cently inked with the American So- 
asceciessintaiiaohiek . ty of Cinematographers is for fiva 
vears, while agreements with the 
Theatre Circuit Heads rein Directors Guild and Screen 


rs Guild run for 
NLRB 


Plan Appreciation Wk. «..: chan 
For Universal Films te: pact 


nine years 

take the position 
in economic conditions, 
etc., might render a long- 
term pact useless long before it ex- 
pired. In voiding the SP contract 


is said to 


1ges 


—— 


ind referring to long-term agree- 
Matty Fox, Universal Pictures ments, the board stated: 
v.p., yesterday announced that 700 ‘The collective bargaining agree- 
ment entered into betwee I @- 
theatre owners and exhibitors have ,"' 1 into bet yeen the 1 
spondents herein and Screen Play- 


‘voluntarily organized an exhibitors , 


rights, Inc., 


' all as set forth in para- 
Universal,’ graph 17, 


appreciation drive for above, by reasons of the 


tarting in August. Spyros Skouras acts of respondents enumerated in 
is national chairman of the drive; Paragraphs 9, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16 
Mort Singer, chairman for the mid- @”nd 17, and by reasons of its dura- 


Nathanson, tion is invalid and illegal.’ Para- 
drive leader in Canada, All are &raphs quoted refer to alleged acts 
elf-appointed. of coercion and intimidation by 

Expression of goodwill is a unique ‘Studio executives in an 
method chosen by the to block the SWG., 


west territory, and N. L 


effort to 
exhibitors 


show their friendship for coopera- Complaint refers to SP pact In 
tion of President Nate Blumberg, following paragraph: 

Cliff Work and other company ex- Self-Organization Blocked 
ecutives who were formerly con- ‘In furtherance of the plans of in- 
cerned with exhibition and the ‘erference with the self-organization 
problems of theatre owners f its screen writers as set forth in 
Fox also disclosed that Universal P@'asraphs 9, 11, 12, 13, 15 and 16 
Studios now have 20 sound and #bove, and in culmination thereof 
shooting stages available. Three old the respondents, Universal, 20th 
stages previously used for storing Century-Fox, Loew’s, Inc., Warner 
props have been rehabilitated at a Bro RKO-Radio, Columbia, and 
cost of $125,000 and another new P@ramount entered into a collective 
stage is also planned. Fox empha- ong aining agreement with Screen 
sized the point that for the first ?!aywrights, Inc., on Feb. 10, 1937, 
time ice the new regime to %k hold which became effective April 19, 
and reorganized Universal, all the 1937, to continue for a period of five 
oundwork of revamping the setup ™ s from its effective date, which 
has been laid and from u! $s point ‘Sree ent purported to cover all 
ird, the company is on it wa erso employed as screen writers 
»y the above respondents mentioned 
paragraph, at a time when 
. re Oo 1 respondents, and each of them 
Miss Rambeau Vice Soph > ak tha Katine ak the Ge 
me Tee ae Pe ee 
‘ } 2 Sie! i < it i Ai err 

Hollywood, Aug. 8 to meet, negotiate and bargain \ 
Casualty of the current 4A’s me nder the provisions of the Na- 
with IATSE- AFA was Sophie *!0! al Labor Relations Act, and 


when said respondents knew or in 


Tu ‘ver mhy ic “7 iy + ir the P 

Pt = poh eee _ m= Oe exercise of reasonable cara 
Seerse Saawe _Seramerees being dis- chould have known the Screen Play- 
placed by Marjorie Ram! eau as One Inc., did not represent : a 
( he pT nivers: 

f the cast toppers in Un iS majority of persons employed as 


forthcoming ‘Listen Kids.’ The stu- 
dio didn’t want to become involved 


ith SAG on the matte: 


creen 


writers by 
respondents, 


any one of said 
and each of them knew, 


, re or in the exercise of reasonable 
Al Rogell’s production will have | ee sake 
ease . care should have known, that the 
Johnny Downs and Constance Moore Guild in fact represented bst 
ach r . ruild in fact represented a substan- 
topping ids,’ wi cil 1 noe . 
ek sig <— er me Bf ‘ > tial number of screen writers em- 
ham, Janet Beecher and Miss Ram- 


ployed by eaeh of said respondents, 





beau in support, ' : : 
a ‘tl with the intent to discourage 
‘ membership in the Guild.’ 
Tucker Hearing Up Complaint also asserts producers 


As elsewhere detailed, Sophie forced writers -to accept SP Basie 


[Tucker’s suspension by 4A’s jams Agreement as precedent to their em- 
her on stage, screen and/or radio plovment: 

engagements, Equity has set a hear- ‘Subsequent to April 19, 1937, when 
ng on charges against her for Aug 2d contract with Screen Play- 

22. (Continued on page 55) 
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Test Pilot’ Suit Ordered to Trial; 
Other Film Litigations East, West 





The Circuit Court of Appeals in 
New York Monday (7) reversed a 
decision of Federal Judge Alfred C. 
Coxe, who had dismissed the $1,000,- 
000 plagiarism action of Dolores 
Stacy Collins as administratrix of 
the estate of James Collins, deceased, 
against Metro, Loew’s, Inc., and Cul- 
ver Export, in which it was charged 
that the book ‘Test Pilot’ had been 
plagiarized in the film of the same 
name. 

The proceeding was remanded to 
the federal court for a new trial. 
The judges’ unanimous opinion 
found, ‘Upon the record as it stands, 


+ 
| 





Hedunit 





Hollywood, Aug. 8. 

Slapsie Maxie Rosenbloom co- 
stars with himself at the pre- 
miere of the Warners short, 
‘Slapsie Maxie,’ Aug. 21. 

Preem will be held in Maxie’s 
own nitery with the ex-pug 
emceeing. 


‘OPERA GROUP’S 1606 


} 


CLAIM AGAINST PA 











we think that the complainant has | 


not had her day in court. 


termine that the continuity is a fair 
representation of the picture, he 
should dismiss the complaint. A 
view of the picture may be the best 
means of reaching a satisfactory con- 
clusion. On a basis of a comparison 


of the defendants cutting continuity | 


with the complainant’s book, we 


agree with the trial judge that the} 


picture did not infringe the book. 
We are not, however, satisfied, that 
the parties had agreed that the con- 
tinuity is a fair representation of 
the film. For this reason we think 
the decree must be reversed and the 
cause remanded to the federal court.’ 
Kuhn Files Particulars 

Fritz J. Kuhn, as president of the 
German-American Bund, 
(7) filed a bill of particulars in the 
N. Y. federal court in connection 
with his $5,000,000 libel action 
against Warner Bros. Pictures, Inc., 
Milton Krims, John Wexley and 
Leon G. Turrou. 
the Bund is an unincorporated or- 
ganization, begun in March, 1936. 


He asserts that citizenship of the | 


U. S. is an essential requisite toward 
membership. He claims he became 
a naturalized citizen in December, 
1934, at which time he renounced 
allegiance to the Reich. 

Also filed by Kuhn were the Con- 


stitution and the purposes and aims | 
of the Bund, as well as a descrip- | 


tion of their insignia. Kuhn claims 
libel 
Nazi Spy.’ 

Cecilia Bersohn filed a N. Y. su- 
preme court action for $10,000 dam- 
ages against Film Exchanges, Inc., 
Saturday 
a contract dated Oct. 17, 1929, Sam- 
uel Marks, her assignor, had ad- 
vanced the exchange $3,750 for a 
50% interest in the foreign dis- 
tribution rights to the serial, ‘The 
Voice From the Sky.’ The plain- 
tiff alleges that all the money re- 
ceived was $250. 

Literary Commish Suit 

An order of N. Y. supreme court 
justice Sidney Bernstein requiring 
Henry Rose to appear on Sept. 12 
for examination before trial, reveals 
a $10,000 action against him and his 
attorney, George E. Carmody, 


brought by Henry M. Schiffer. Lat- | 


ter, formerly Rose’s literary agent, 
claims breach of contract whereby 


Rose promised him 10% of whatever 


he received as a settlement of his 
plagiarism action against Metro. 
Rose settled the action against the 


If, on the | 
new hearing, the judge should de- | 


| Dress Clothes.’ 


Monday | 


Kuhn asserts that | 


in Warners’ ‘Confessions of a! 


(5), claiming that, under | 





Application of Opera Under the 
i Stars, Inc., to examine 
Collyer, assistant secretary of Para- 
mount Pictures, Inc., on Aug. 14, 
revealed the $100,000 suit of the 
first named company against Par in 
|N. Y. supreme court yesterday 
(Tues. ). 

Action claims that the plaintiff 
owns the exclusive rights to a 
| dramatic-musical work entitled, ‘Un 
|Homme en Habit, or ‘A Man 
The complaint al- 
|leges that in violation of the plain- 
| tiffs rights, 
| produced, or intends to produce a 
| picture based on this work. An in- 
| junction and $100,000 damages are 
| asked, 


Garland and Rooney In 


Series of ‘Oz’ Personals 





| 


| Hollywood, Aug. 8. 
Judy Garland and Mickey Rooney 
|}are en route eastward on their p.a. 
[tour in connection with opening of 
| Metro’s ‘Wizard of Oz.’ 

Program calls for appearances in 
| Washington (9), New Haven (10), 
| Hartford (11)) and two weeks at the 
Capitol, New York, opening (17). 





MAKING TEPEE 


Redskins Wampum Spree As Studios 
Stalk Reservations 





Hollywood, Aug. 8. 
| Cry of ‘Lo, the Vanishing Indian,’ 
|again resounds as studios begin to 
| raid reservations in search of braves 
| to supply the heavy demand for red- 
|}men in current outdoor pictures. 
'C. B. DeMille is using 500 alone, and 
other studios are also scouting the 
tepees, 

There has been plenty of wampum 
for this type of extra since Warner 
started the vogue. 


Cohan Lessor Sues 





| Esquire Amus, Corp. filed a N. Y. 
| supreme court action Monday (7) 
against the Gnalbel Realty Corp. for 
$5,173 damages for breach of a lease 
on the George M .Cohan theatre, 
Times Square. 





| 


| 
| 


Norman | ‘Overloads’ storm sewers and the city 
jis entitled to some protection. Meas- 
‘ure introduced in Reading would re- 
‘quire a meter to be placed on the 
| discharge line, with a 2c tap to be 


|ing, house owners could only duck 
in. | 


Paramount either has | 





| Frank Freeman 


| paper of Loew’s Boston Theatres. 
| Latest transaction 


| 


i 
| 
} 


| count 
| and 





Artesian Water For 
Theatre Air - Cooling 


Means New Headache 


Philadelphia, Aug. 8. 

Of wide implication to theatres 
throughout the country is a new tax- 
ing ordinance introduced in city 
council of Reading, Pa. Held over 
until next year on the frantic cries 
of exhibitors, the strictly new idea 
in tapping show business will prob- 
ably spring up in other towns. 

Aimed at air-conditioning systems 
which use large quantities of water, 
it would make a levy on the dis- 
charge into the city sewer system. 
Because most theatres, especially 
outside of big cities, get the water 
for their cooling apparatus from ar- 
tesian wells and the municipality 
can charge nothing for it, they aim 
to get their coin on the other end. 

Theory is the vast liquid discharge 


made for each 1,000 gallons of water. 
Theatre ops estimated it would cost | 
them $30 a week. 

If the ordinance is passed in Read- 


it, it was said, by changing their ap- 
paratus or sinking artesian drill 
holes to carry the water away with- 
out discharging it into storm sewers. 





SCHENCK’S SELLING 


20th-Fox, U, Loew’s and Harry 
Cohn’s Deals—S.E.C. Reports 
Washington, Aug. 8. 

More stock trading by Joseph M. 
Schenck highlighted the latest Se- 
curities & Exchange Commission 
report on market operations of film 
company insiders. The 20th Cen- 
tury-Fox board chairman got rid of 
700 shares of the company's common 
during June, the resume showed. 
Sold three lots and still had 22,584 
shares at the month-end. 

Purchase of 500 Universal Corp. 
voting trust certificates was re- 
ported by Daniel M. Sheaffer, of 
Philadelphia. Gives him 18,000 in 
addition to his stake in Standard 
Capital Co. 

Belated statement revealed  Y. 
picked up $500 
worth of Paramount's 6% deben- 
tures. Total holding now is $600. 

Loew’s, Inc., kept on grabbing 


was purchase of 
100 common shares, giving the 
parent 99,792 of the subsid's obliga- 
tions, 

Another late report showed Harry | 
Cohn sliced a melon in Columbia} 
stock in March. On his own ac- 
he added 42 common shares 
1,762 voting trust certificates, 
while another account under his 
name added 30 shares. All were in 
the nature of stock dividends. Gives 
him a total of 1.765 common shares 
and 72,284 v.t.c.’s. 


Bul Geringer Iil 


New Orleans, Aug. 8. 
William Geringer, reportedly the 
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Signifying What? 





Dallas, Aug. 8. 
Commentary on the state of 
feature pix:— 
Melrose, Interstate nabe, ran 


an all-short program in the 
middle of last week. 
Business zoomed to 125% 


above normal. 


NATIONAL BROAD-A 
CINEMA CHAIN IDEA 


San Diego, Aug. 8. 
Non-theatrical group here is mull- 
ing the idea of a national arty cir- 
cuit using only British product. Fig- 











ure to sign up English, Australian | 


and kindred product, both features 
and shorts, and inaugurating all- 
British policies. Apparently would 
pick small houses in key spots, tag- 
ging them Empire Cinema. 

Theory is that similarity of lan- 
guage, even if accented, would pull | 
larger potential audience than pure- 
ly foreign-language operation, 





Prankster-Exhibitor | 
Sued by Irate Cousin. 





Philadelphiai, Aug. 8. 

Charley Goldfine, local exhibitor 
who generally carries the title of 
playboy and practical joker of the 
film industry here, had one of his} 
bits of fun snap back at him last | 
week. His cousin filed suit against | 
him for $11,000 because Goldfine al- | 
legedly has been phoning him in the | 
middle of the night and hanging up 
as soon as the instrument was an- 
swered. 


Dr. Harry Arnold Goldfine de- 
clared in his statement of fact that 
cousin Charley has been up to his | 
pranks almost every second night 
since May, with the calls coming be- 
tween 2 and 5 a.m. Goldfine, plain- 
tiff, said he couldn't disconnect his 
phone, refuse to answer or get an 
unlisted number because he a 
physician. (Cousin Charley does 
have an unlisted number.) 

Dr. Goldfine asked an injunction 
to restrain Charley, operator of the 
Alden theatre, from calling. He also | 
asked $2,000 damages for injury to | 
his health, $2,000 for his wife's health | 
and $2,000 for insomnia suffered by 
his two-year-old daughter. He asked 
$5,000 additional as punitive dam- 
ages. 


Nobody explained exactly how Dr. 
Goldfine knew it was his cousin call- 
ing him, inasmuch as the telephone 
always clicked as soon as he an- 
swered. 


is 


Two Variety Clubs In 
Prospect on the Coast 





Los Angeles, Aug. 8. 
Los Angeles (Hollywood) area 
long without a Variety club, now 
faces two tentative organizations. 
Harry Vinnicof, indie exhib, few 
weeks ago started ball rolling by 


sending out invitations to exhibition 
and distribution workers in this ter- 
titory to form such an organization. | 

Bryan Foy also has been ap- 


the 


| will 


RCA Gross $3,000,000 
Up but Profits Down: 
| Big Television Costs? 





Although gross income rose more 
| than $3,000,000, Radio Corporation 
| of America showed net profit of 
| only $2,172,201 in the first six 
/months this year as against $2,524. 
| 756 in the same period last year, Re- 
|sult was that earnings per common 
| share totalled 4c as against 6c in 
| 1938. 
| Statement of RCA reveals that the 
| profit for the first half of the year 
j}ending June 30 dipped because of 
| general expense, Shows that cost of 
| goods sold, general operating, devel- 
opment (presumably for television 
to large extent), selling and admin- 
istrative expense rose more than 
$3,000,000 as compared with 1938. 

Net profit in the second quarter, 
which ended June 30, dipped to 


' $724,091 from $1,086,955, the figure 


for the second quarter in 1938. Same 
condition prevailed as for the six- 
month period, expenses running 
more than $1,000,000 higher than in 
the June quarter last year. Com- 
pany’s gross income was $23,170,664 
for the June quarter this year while 
in 1938, it was $22,452,294. 

As a result of the increased ex- 
penses, RCA showed a deficit on the 
common for the quarter amounting 
to $81,197 because of $805,288 paid 
out in dividends on preferred stock. 
The per common share earnings in 
Similar quarter last year 
amounted to 2c. 


LOEW’S STATE, N.Y., GETS 
‘TROPICS’ FILM, 1ST RUN 


Only a couple times in its exist- 
ence of nearly 20 years having played 
pictures first run, Loew's State, 
N. Y., is getting ‘Lady of the Trop- 
an ‘A’ production from Metro 
for Labor Day week, starting Aug. 
31. Picture stars Robert Taylor and 
Hedy Lamarr. 


Film plays the State away from 
M-G’s own show-window, the Capi- 
tol, the same week that the Harvest 
Moon Dancers and Ed Sullivan will 
be on the stage. Third best business 
house ever did was two years ago 
with Harvest Mooners and Sullivan 
in person, over $44,000. 








, 
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GN’S NEW WESTERNS 


Series from Chas. E. Goetz’s Golder 
West Unit 








Grand National Pictures will dis- 
tribute a new series of western and 
outdoor action films in Magnacolor, 
through contract closed by E. W. 
Hammons, president, with Charles 


E. Goetz of the Golden West Pic- 
tures, Inc. There will be eight in 
the series, first of which, ‘Call of 


the Range,’ has been completed and 
be released in September. 
Golden West Pictures, organized in 
Arizona, with headquarters in Phoe- 


| nix, is headed by a brother of Wil- 


liam, Harry and Charles S. Goetz, 
all prominent in the picture indus- 
try. Magnacolor, a two-primary 
color system, is controlled by Con- 


solidated Film Industries of N. Y. 


film company for an_ undisclosed 
amount in December, 1938. He had 
claimed that his play ‘Burrow Bur- | 
row’ had been lifted in ‘Man of the 


The plaintiff was the lessee under | oldest theatre man in the south in 
a five-year agreement signed Jan. 29,/ years of service, is in the Baptist 
1936. The theatre was foreclosed by | hospital in New Orleans, and will 


proached by John H. Harris, top 
exec of National Variety Club, to or- 
ganize a chapter here. 








People,’ 





Swanson Wins Suit 


Los Angeles, Aug. 8. 

H. N. Swanson agency won a ver- 
dict of $10,480 in superior court 
against James Edward Grant, screen 
writer, who walked out on a mana- 
gerial contract. Damages repre- 
sented $5,480 due in past commis- 
sions and $5,000 to cover commis- 
sions on future earnings. 

NBC Wins Over Cooper 

National Broadcasting Co. Artists 
Bureau has been awarded a $1,710 
judgment against Willis 
radio and screen writer. Willis 
alleged to have repudiated a man- 
agement contract signed in Chicago 
after he landed a 20th-Fox writing 
contract. 

Cooper’s counterclaim for $10,000 
against NBC, charging mismanage- 
ment, was disallowed. 


is 





LEWIS WITH SHERMAN 
Los Angeles, Aug. 8. 
Myke Lewis has been apponited 
sales director for Harry Sherman 
productions, with offices at General 
Service studios. 


He hed been with Paramount for | 


25 y i 


Cooper, | 


Metropolitan Life Insurance Co. on 


possessed, 


‘Grapes’ Script Okayed 
Hollywood, Aug. 8. 
John Steinbeck has okayed the 
script of his novel, ‘Grapes of 
Wrath,” and Darryl Zanuck ordered 
| immediate preparations for shooting 
at 20th-Fox. 


| Nunnally Johnson, who wrote the | 


script, will produce, and John Ford 
directs. Picture 
‘to roll Sept. 28, 


is tentatively set 





| 


WB'S ‘MENACE OF THE SEA’ 


Hollywood, Aug. 8. 
U. S. Coast Guard granted War- 
ners permission to shoot ‘Menace of 
the Sea,’ an official film on that 
branch of the government service. 
Bryan Foy, producer, will use the 
Coast Guard Academy, New London, 
| Conn., as a base. 








YOUNG REPLACES SALKOW 


Hollywood, Aug. 8. 

| Harold Young assigned to direct 

| Republie’s ‘Headline News,’ 

inally slated for Sidney Salkow. 
Picture rolls Saturday (12). 


i 


orig- | other year. 


| 


May 4, 1938, and the plaintiff dis-| eral weeks. doctors said. 


probably be confined there for sev- 


Geringer was taken ill while vaca- 
| tioning in Chattanooga, becoming 
| confined to the Chattanooga hospital 
for two weeks, following which he 
was transferred to here. He under- 
went a glandular operation, which 
will require three or four weeks’ 
confinement. 

Geringer was the original general 
|manager of the Fichpenberg Enter- 
prises, which started its theatre 
chain in New Orleans with a penny 
arcade over 30 years ago. 





Dietrich’s U Pic 
Hollywood, Aug. 8. 

Marlene Dietrich has been signed 
to a one-picture deal with Univer- 
sal and draws the lead opposite 
James Stewart in a glorified western, 
‘Destry Rides Again.’ 

Studio also renewed contract of 
Henry Koster who directs’ the 
Deanna Durbin films. 


GEO. SHERMAN OPTIONED 
Hollywood, Aug. 8. 

Republic has picked up George 

| Sherman’s directorial option for an- 














He will 
| pictures. 


keep on piloting action 





Okla, City Club 
Oklahoma City, Aug. 8 
Local Variety Club tent, long | 
talked, was formed here last week as 
24 state theatremen met at the Bilt- | 
more hotel, named officers and ap- 


rangements for club headquarters, 
study charities and prepare other 
details after Lloyd Rusk, secretary 
of the Dallas tent, guided the new 
unit in its formation. 


L. C. Griffith, president of the 
Griffith Amus. Co., elected Chief 
Barker with Morris Loewenstein. | 


| fisst assistant; W. P. Moran, second 


assistant; M. M. Zoellner, treasurer; | 
B. J. McKenna, secretary, and Ralph 

Talbot, Max Brock, Otto Rohde, Jack | 
Curry, H. R. Falls and Sol Davis 

directors. 





Walker an MPTOA V.P. | 


Frank C. Walker, head of the Com- 
erford circuit, has been elected first | 
v.p. of the Motion Picture Theatre 
Owners of America, succeeding the 
late M. E. Comerford. 

Walker in the past has not been | 
actively identified with the MPTOA | 
in any way, although the Comerford | 
circuit has been one of the hody’s | 
affiliated theatre members. 


! 
} 
i 
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| Seattle Nabe Stuck Up 





Seattle, Aug. 8. 
As 200 patrons of the Florence the- 
atre were being thrilled with ‘Flirt- 
ing With Fate,’ a masked man drew 
a gun and forced night manager 


| pointed a committee to make ar- | R@ymond Cady and R. F. Richmond, 


operator, into a room, grabbed three 
money bags with $150, and got away. 
Janitor finally released the two men 
who had been locked in. 

The real drama was carried out 
without audience knowing of the 
holdup. 





Patsy Kelly’s P. A. 


Patsy Kelly, from pictures, {s 
booked for the Strand, N. Y., Labor 
Day week, opening Sept. 1. 

Comedienne comes in with Ozzie 
Nelson and Harriett Hilliard on the 
stage; ‘Dust Be My Destiny’ (WB) on 
screen. 





WB UNSHELVES ‘ISPAHAN’ 


Hollywood, Aug, 8. 
‘The Skipper of the Ispahan,’ se2 
yarn by the late Tom Buckingham, 
has been dusted off for production 
at Warners. 
George Brent probably will be 


starred. 
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Chi B.O. Stepping Up; Casney-Raft 


Plus Vaude High $38,000, Marcus 


Unit Hypoes Tales, 156; ‘Mask’ 156 


+ 





Chicago, Aug. 8. 

Business is good this week and the 
best of the lot_is the State-Lake, 
where the A. B. Marcus show on the 
stage is sending the register into the 
highest figure this house has seen 
under the new policy. House has 
played many other units in its time, 
but the Marcus label has definite b.o. 
lure here. 

Flock of new pictures in the 
houses. United Artists has ‘On 
Borrowed Time,’ which _ collected 
rave notices from the dailies; ‘Man 
in tron Mask’ is at the Roosevelt, 
while the ‘Each Dawn I Die’ came in 
with terrific ad campaign at the Chi- 
aco. 

«eGoodbye, Mr. Chips’ appears to 
be made of durable stuff and is roll- 
ing along in great style in seventh 
week at Apollo. 

Loop will be 100% lighted starting 
Fridav (11) with the reopening of 
the RKO Palace, which starts with 
‘Career’ and the Folies Bergeres’ 
unit on the stage for a fortnight’s 
run 

Estimates for This Week 

Apollo (B&K) (1,200; 35-55-65-75) 
—Chips’ (M-G) (7th wk.). Sticking 
around at amazing .strong pace and 
will garner another healthy take 
currently with $6,000, after snagging 
excellent $5,300 last week. Remains 
till Labor Day. 

Chicago (B&K) (4,000; 35-55-75 )— 
‘Each Dawn’ (WB) and stage show. 
Strong publicity and ad campaign 
got this one away sharply and looks 
for excellent $38,000. Last week, 
Rudy Vallee on stage pushed ‘Good 
Girls’ (Col) to walloping $40,300. 

Garrick (B&K) 


‘Hardy Sever’ (M-G). Moved here 
after two weeks in the United 
Artists and will finish loop stav to 


fine $6,000 Last week, ‘6,000 Ene- 
mies’ (M-G), meaningless at $3,300. 

Oriental (Jones) (3,200; 25-40)— 
—Lincoln’ (20th) and ‘Girl Gam- 
bler’ (Col), and vaude. Going along 
neatly to $13,000 currently. 
week 
(M-G?, good $14,100. 

Roosevelt (B&K) (1,500; 35-55-65- 
75')— Tron Mask’ (UA). 
torical headed for excellent 
sion and indicates $15,000, way above 


expectations. Last week, ‘Daugh- 
ters’ (WB) finished second loop 
stanza to all right $8,200. 


State-Lake (B&K) (2,700; 25-40) — 


‘Tell No Tales’ (M-G) and A, B. 
Marcus unit on stage. Strictly the 
stave attraction current&--ayhich 


Last 
and vaude, fair 


z00ms the take high to $15,000. 
week, ‘Allen’ (Par) 
enough $12,100. 
United Artists (B&K-M-G) (1,700; 
35-55-65-75)—‘Borrowed Time’ (M- 
:). Fantasy drew excellent reviews 
and figures to garner trade on the 
carriage play. Looks for $11,500, 


~ 


pood. Last week, ‘Hardy Fever’ (M- 
G). concluded fortnight to s80-so 
$7,100 


Father’-Grable-Roch. 
Biz $22,500 in Wash; 
‘Fury’-Vaude Tame 156 


Washington, Aug. 8. 
ith two holdovers at major spots 
and one of the smartest pieces of 
staye show bookings in months at a 
third, all the coin is falling into 


var 


me box this week. The Enrle is 
mopping un with ‘Unexpected 
nw 4 | . . = 
Pathe and unit including Betty 


Grable, just out of the headlines on 


the Coogan split; Rochester, who 
socked in same house week before 
last in ‘Man About Town,’ and 
Frankie Masters’ Orch. 

Capitol, another vaude_ spot, is 
Struggling with ‘Captain Fury’ and 
no-name flesh, although it bids to 
Sive stiff competition tomorrow (9) 


when Mickey Rooney and Judy Gar- 
land arrive for one-day p.a. plug for 
‘Wizard of Oz.’ 
Only other 
Kitchen,’ 
peat spot, 
Estimates for This Week 


new flicker is 
doing oke in Met, WB re- 


(900; 35-55-65 )— | 


Ssese | 


‘Hell's | 








vaude, proved pathetic $9.500. 


Keith’s (RKO? (1,830; 35-55)— 
‘Bachelor Mother’ (RKO) (2d wk). 
Holding to satisfying $7,000. Last 


week nice $11,200. 


Met (WB) (1,600: 25-40)—‘Hell's 
Kitchen’ (WB). House specializes 
in repeats. but likes this sort of 


first run. Maybe nice $5,500. 
week, ‘Man About Town’ (Par) (2d 
run), good $5,000. 

Palace (Loew) (2.242; 35-55)— 
‘Hardy Fever’ (M-G) (2d wk). Hold- 
ing toward solid $9,000. Last week, 
good $15,200. 


FEATHERS DUAL 
SLOW $6,000 
INK. C. 


Last 


Kansas City, Aug. 8. 

Medium lineup of films currently 
and biz _ following lead. ‘Four 
Feathers,’ at Midland, reaping fair 
results, but not up to some recent 
figures of the house. Same goes for 
‘Frontier Marshal,’ at Esquire-Up- 
town, and ‘Naughty But Nice,’ at 
Newman, only other first-run spots. 

Torrid temperatures continue and 
no outlook for relief for 


| three or four weeks. 


Last | 
‘Conquest’ (Rep) and ‘Bridal’ | 


Thriller his- | 


| 


| keen good pix 


| 
| 


| 


Estimates for This Week 
Esquire and Uptown -(Fox 
west) (820 and 1,200; 10-25-40) 
‘Frontier Marshal’ (20th). 
$6,500, fair. Last week, ‘Unexpected 
Father’ (U), $6,700, some strength. 
Midland (Loew's) (3.573; 10-25- 


40)—‘Four Feathers’ (UA) and ‘Girls | 


Go Paris’ (Col) doubled. 
second feature above pai 


Names in 
for such a 


spot. Dual slow $6,000. Last week, 
i‘Iron Mask’ (UA) and ‘Blondie’ 
(Col). good $1 1,500. 

Newman (Paramount) (1,900; 10- | 
| 25-40)—‘Naughty Nice’ (WB) and |} 
‘Hell’s Kitchen’ (WB). First dual 
for house in several weeks. Okay, 
$6,500 Last week, ‘Daughters 
Courageous’ (WB) (2d wk.) $5,000, 


‘Hardy,’ 5G, ‘Chips’ 3d, 
$6,000, Montreal Ships 


Montreal, Aug. 8. 
Grosses wilting this week, due to 


Ss est 
the heat, 


coasting along for a handsome $6,000 
yross at Loew's. showing you 
down even in summer. 


Ba! ince not so hot 
Estimates for This Week 
Palace (CT) (2.700; 25-45-55)— 


‘Hardy Fever’ (M-G). 
000 likely L 
Time’ (M-G). fal 

Capitol (CT) 


Less than $5,- 
ist ‘Borrowed 


rish $5.000 
(2,700: 25-45-55)— 


week, 


‘Stolen Life’ (Par) and ‘Grand Jury 
Secrets’ (Par) Little better than 
$3.500 in sight. weak Last week, 
‘Unexpected Father’ (U) and ‘For- 


gotten Woman’ (U). under $3.000 

Loew’s (CT) (2,800; 30-40-60)— 
‘Mr. Chips’ (M-G) (3d wk). Hand- 
some $6,000 assured currently aftez 
excellent second week at $8.500 

Princess (CT) (2,300: 25-34-50) 
‘Magnificent Fraud’ (Par) and ‘Mil- 
lion Dollar Leg (Par) Not much 
better than $9 OND 8-sp Last week 
Careel (RKO) and ‘Saint Strike 
Back’ (RKO) ‘nid $2.500 

Orpheum (Ind) (1.100; 25-40-50) 
‘Winter Carnival’ (UA) and ‘Girl 
and = Gamble iRKO) (2d wk) 
Around $2.000 on h.o., afte fail 
$2 800 ee] 

Cinema de Paris (France-Film) 
(600: 25-50) Ultimatum.’ Open air 
season and mountain concerts still 
hitting French houses. Looking for 

| fair $1000 Last week. seventh re- 


Capitol (Loew) (3,434; 25-35-40-66) | 


—Captain Fury’ (UA) 
No name vaude and pic can't pull 
against Grable - Rochester - Masters 
Opposish. Fairish $15,000, with may- 
be more through one-day 
Garland p.a. tomorrow 
week, ‘Second Fiddle’ 
‘Ivene’ unit, nice $20,000. 

Columbia (Loew) 


(9). 
(20th) 


Last 
and 


(1,234; 25-40)— | 


and vaude. | 


Rooney- | 


“Mc. Chips’ (M-G) (2d run). Fourth | 


week on mainstem should hit strong 
$4,500. Last week, ‘Undercover 
Doctor’ (Par) fair $3,000. 

; Earle (WB) (2,216; 25-35-40-66)— 
Unexpected Father’ (U) and vaude. 
Sandy some help, but bookings of 
Rochester and Betty Grable in new 
unit with Frankie Masters orch is 
Tasponsible for sock $22.500 Last 


1 sow 
week, 


Magnificent Fraud’ (Par) and) 


‘Femme du Boulanger,’ static 


peat of 


$700 
St. Denis (France-Film) (2,300; 
93-34)—"La Joie d’Echecs’ and ‘Un | 


de la Montagne’ may hit $2,500, mid- 
dling. Last week on ‘Marthe Richard 
‘Deux de la Reserve.’ dual, fair $2,000. 


Ed Hyman Resigns; 


Private Biz in Va. 


Edward L. Hyman. general man- 
ager of Prudential Playhouses, Inc., 
of New York, has resigned and is re- 
tiring to private business in Virginia. 

Theatre exec held a similar posi- 
tion with the Century 
Brookivn, for many years before 
joining the Joseph Seider chain, 
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First Runs on Broadway 





Capitol—‘Four Feathers (UA) 
(2d wk.). 

Criterion—‘Miracles 
(M-G) (9). 

Globe—'I Stole a Million’ (U> 
(2d wk.). 

Music Hall—In Name Only’ 
(RKO) (2d wk.). 

Palace— Unexpected 
(U). 

(Reviewed in Variety, June 19) 

Paramount—Beau Geste’ 


for Sale 


Father’ 


(Par) (2d wk.). 

Rialto—‘Bad Lands’ (RKO 
(8). 

Rivoli— They Shall Have 
Music’ (UA) (3d wk.) 

Roxy—‘Stanley and Living- 


stone’ (20th) (2d wk.). 
Strand—‘Old Maid’ (WB> (11). 
Week of Aug. 17 


Astor—‘Goodbye Mr, Chips’ 





another | 


Mid- | 


Around | 


but third week of ‘Chips’ is | 


-an’t | 
cant} 


Circuit, | 


(M-G) (14th wk.). 
Capitol-—‘Wizard of Oz’ (M-G). 
Criterion—'Island of Lost Men 

(Par) (16). 

Globe—‘Parents on Trial (Col) 

(19). 

Music Hall—‘Fifth 

Girl’ (RKO). 


Avenue 


Paramount—Beau Geaste’ 
(Par) (3d wk.), 
Rialto—‘Exile Express’ (GN) 


(35). 
Rivoli—‘They Shall Have Mu- 
sic (UA) (4th wk.). 
Roxy—‘Stanley and Living- 
stone’ (20th) (3d wk.). 
Strand—‘Old Maid’ 
wk.). 


“FRAUD’ POOR $4,500 


(WB) (2d 











| AS HEAT HITS PROV. 


| 
Providence, Aug. 8 

though helping week- 
cutting Heavily into 


High temps., 
day trade, is 
| weekend biz. 
‘Four Feathers,’ at Loew*s State, is 
best bet, with ‘Hotel for Women,’ at 
Majestic, in second place. ‘Man in 
the Iron Mask’ was shifted from 
State to Carlton for second down- 
town week. 
Estimates for This Week 
Carlton (Fay-Loew) (1,400: 
50)—‘Iron Mask’ (UA) and ‘Panama 
Lady’ (RKO) (2d run). Looks like 
good $3,000. Last wee ‘Daughters 
Courageous’ (WB>? and ‘Code Secret 


25-35- 


| Service’ (WB) (2d run), fairish 
$2,500. 

| Majestic (Fay) (2,200; 25-35-50)— 

|‘Hotel Women’ (20th) and ‘News 

'Made Night’ (20th) Steady take 
promises good $6,000. Last week, 
‘House of Fear’ (U) and ‘Cowboy 


| Quarterback’ (WB), weak $4,000. 
State (Loew) (3,200; 25-35-50)— 

‘Four Feathers’ (UA) and ‘Blondie’ 

bill drawing swell 


(Col). Balanced 

| $14,000. Last week, ‘Iron Mask’ (UA) 
j}and ‘Panama Lady’ (RKO), held to: 
same, 

| Strand (Indie) (2,200; 25-35-50) 

‘Magnificent Fraud’ (Par) and 
‘Mutiny on Elsinore’ (Indie). Failing 
to attract and headed for so-so 
$4.500. Last week, ‘Million Dollar 
Legs’ (Par) and ‘Should Girl Marry’ 


(Mono), slow $4,000, 


‘Feathers 306, Cagney-Raft 256 3d 


Frisco Likes Music, Loud $12,000: 


} 
(Subject to Change) | 
Week of Aug. 10 () BR’ ‘N 
Astor—‘Goodbye, Mr. Chips’ | nd 
after Gender ~ Unb way; Name 


‘Geste -Phil Spitalny Smash G6 


Only Strong 956, 





| Three new season’s (1939-40) pic- 


{tures reached Broadway this week | 


|On pre-release engagements. They 
| are ‘Beau Geste,’ ‘Four Feathers’ and 
!*‘Stanley and Livingstone,” all of 
| which are in the spectacle division, a 
unique coincidence in itself. Also, 
|two of these, ‘Feathers’ and ‘Geste,’ 
; are remakes of old silents that did 
;@xtremely well more than 10 years 
| ago. 

In addition to these '39-40 films, a 
|late current season’s delivery by 
RKO, ‘In Name Only,’ also on pre- 
release, is serving to greatly 
|strensthen the tone of business. This 
;one may bounce its way to a potent 
$95.000 at the Music Hall, and holds 
;over, 
| ‘“Geste’ is the best of the '39-40 
threesome, but it has the sturdy sup- 
| Dort on the Paramount stage of the 

Phil Spitalny band, which means 

| plenty of dollars at the b. 0. The 
theatre wound up its first seven days 
|last night (Tues.) with this show at 
$52,000, sensational business for the 
summer here. Now in its fourth year 
of a picture-pit band policy, the Par 
has never hit this high on any sum- 
| mer week, including Fourth of July 
; stanzas. Nearest was the in-person 
date of Martha Raye the July 4 week 
in 1937, when $50,000 was grossed. 


Roxy has a chance to get up to 
$45,000 with ‘Stanley,’ the Spencer 
| Tracy name meaning much of this 
‘coin at the ticket windows. Ad cam- 
paign was a big one, including bill- 
| boarding and sniping. 

‘Feathers’ brings new life to the 
Capitol, but it isn’t in the exceptional 
class at $30,000 or over, though this 
is good takings under the straight- 
film policy here, and justifies 
two-week booking made. Spec is the 
first picture from United Artists ever 
'to play this house. 

Strand is on its third week of ‘Each 


Dawn I Die’ and Eddy Duchin, with | 


i change of show due Friday (11). 
Cagney-Raft and Duchin will account 
for around 325,000 this week (3d), a 
very good figure, but it doubtless 
would be considerably more hadn't 
Dawn’ opened at the Par, Brooklyn, 


Friday (4). The fact it is doing a 
rousing business there at lower 
scales, with $17,000 grossed the first 


four days, for a 
325.000 or close, matching the Strand 
tells some kind of a story. 


PTO 


the | 


probable week of | 


{new competition on the street. At 
this figure, however, profit still 
heavy. 


Capitol (4.520; 25-35-55-85-$1.25 )— 
‘Feathers’ (UA). Proceeding at a 
good clip for $30,000 or more, far 
from smash takings but away over 
the house’s average of the past six 
months. Holds over, having been 
sold to house for a 14-day run. ‘Andy 
Hardy’ (M-G) on 16 days got close 
to $40,000, quite satisfactory. ‘Wizard 
of Oz’ (M-G) with Judy Garland- 
Mickey Rooney personaling opens 
next Thursday (17). 


Criterion (1,662; 25-40-55)—'They 
All Come Out’ (M-G). Not showing 
any strength at around $5,000. Last 
week, ‘Human Bondage’ (RKO) (re- 
issue) turned up a good winner ata 
shade over $9,000. 

Globe (1,274; 25-40-55)—‘Stole a 
Million’ (U). Doing well, probably 
around $8,500 and holds. Last week, 
‘Wong in Chinatown’ (Mono), neatly 
| $6,000, okay. 

Palace (1,700; 25-35-55)—‘Second 
Fiddle’ (20th) (2d run) and ‘Forgot- 
ten Woman’ (U) (1st run) dualed. 
Combo suggests only $5,500, bad. In 
ahead, ‘Bachelor Mother’ (RKO) (2d 
run) and ‘Career’ (RKO) (lst run), 
$9,200, good. 

Paramount (3,664; 
—‘Geste’ (Par) and, on stage, Phil 
Spitalny band (2d week). Begins 
holdover today (Wed.) after setting 
blistering pace the first seven days 
for a gross of $52,000, best house has 
| done on any summer week, including 
| holidays, in nearly four years of pres- 
ent policy. A minimum of three 
weeks scheduled for this show. Last 
week, second for ‘Fraud’ (Par) and 
| Bob Hope, $26,000, light but o.k. 
| Radio City Music Hall (5,980; 40- 
| 60-84-99-$1.65)—"Name Only’ (RKO) 
'and stage show. A sockaroo for a 
possible $95,000 on the first week, and 
| holds over. Last week ‘Winter Car- 
nival’ (UA) built toward finish for a 
surprisingly good $81,000 

Rialto (750; 25-40-55 )—‘Bad Lands” 





25-35-55-85-99) 











| (RKO), Opened here yesterday 
| (Tues.) after a week of ‘Mutiny 
Blackhawk’ (U) at $6,000, fair 


|enough. Behind that ‘Hidden Power’ 
| (Col) got $5,000, mild. 

| Rivoli (2,092; 25-55-75-85-99) — 
‘Shall Have Music’ (UA) (3d wk). 
| Begins another stanza (3d) today 


Casney-Raft-Duchin combination got | (Wed.), following a first seven days 


within inches of $50,000 the first week 
in New York, and on the second hit 
$38,500, beating ‘Angels With Dirty 
Faces’ on its holdover last November 
by over $1,000, though running be- 


| of $20,000 and a second week of une 
| der $15,000, not so hot but profit. 

| Roxy (5,836; 25-40-55-75)—Stan- 
| ley’ (20th) and stage show. Quite 


» Uni I » D€-| satisfactory at or near $45,000 and 
hind latter on its first (Thanksgiving | will hold, Heavy ad campaign fig- 
weekend ) stint by about $1,500. And / ured. Last week, ‘Marshal’ (20th), 
this is July! ee | under $30,000, disappointing. 
| Loew's State is taking plenty of | State ~(3,450: 35-55-75) — ‘Capt. 
| punishment this week with ‘Captain | Fury’ (UA (2d run) and Leith 
Fury’ and Leith Stevens orchestra at Stevens’ orch, others, on stage. 
ee ce se | Sheree passing this house by cur- 
Chine’ by i a ad ,|rently, there being too much lure 

hips’ a little, the 12th week ending sewhere. and lucky if tooving 
Monday night (7), having ended at $13 aon” i le lag NA 0 32 vg 

$10,500, but still very nice. | Betrwee THE Cle OF Sawuerrie 
es oe |} Last week, ‘Invitation to Happiness’ 
Estimates for This Week |(Par) (2d run) and Fats Waller, 

Astor (1.012; 25-40-55-65)—‘Chips’ | $18,000, lean but some profit 
(M-G) (13th wk). After hitting} Strand (2,767; 25-40-55-75-85-99 )— 
$12,000 several weeks in a row, the | ‘Each Dawn I Die’ (WB) and Eddy 

| 12th, ending Monday night (7), was | Duchin (3d-final week). Day-and- 


‘lowered to $10,500, due no doubt to 


Mother's 2d, Plus Peabody, Big 176 


San Francisco, Aug 
The holdout Dp ii up at 

United Artists, where They onail 
Have Music’ is playing the tirst week 
of an extended engagement, Going 
into its second week at the Golden 
Gate, ‘Bachelor Mother,’ seems set t 
juplicate its boxoffice p i 

of last week, when it left all op- 
pos \on far behind. It’s doing the 
best holdover week the Gate has had 


in years. 

The Warfield is okay with ‘Hotel 
for Women,’ which may linger be- 
yond the allotted one week 

Estimates for This Week 

Fox (F-WC) (5,000; 30-40)— Hardy 
Fever’ (M-G) and ‘Drummond’ 
(Par) (2d wk). Will brush up around 
$11,000, which is okay for a holdover 
| Last week’s $17,00U, noweve 
below expectations 


Golden Gate (RKO) (2.850: 35-55) 

—-Bachelor Mother’ (RKO) (2d wk) 
and stage show headed by Eddie 
| Peabody (1st wk). New stage show 
i this week responsible for some re- 
jpeat trade. Wiil give the Gate big 
| $17,000 this week. Will hold for third 
| stint. Last week, nifty $21,009. 
| Orpheum (F&M) (2,440; 30-35-40) 
|—‘Coast Guard’ (Col) and ‘Blondie’ 
(Col). Not too flush at $7,000 with 
this pair of B pictures Last week 


'(2d), ‘Stole Million’ (U) and ‘Parents | 


Tria (Col), finished below $5.000 
Paramount (F-WC) (2,740: 30-40) 
Frontier Marshal’ (20th) and ‘6000 
(M-G) (2d wk). Bit off thi 
$8,000 for this holdover, 
forced into second week 
lack of product. Okay, 
Last week, $11,500, 

better than expected. 
St. Francis (F-WC) 
‘Mr. Chips’ (M-G) 
090 flush at $4,000, 
plain considering 
‘Chips’ 


week 


Enemie 
VeCK at 

hich wa 
because of 


ywever 


(1,470; 30-40) 

(7th wk). Not 
but can’t com- 
remarkable run 
has had at this house. Last 
$5,000. 

United Artists (Cohen) (1,200: 35- 
55-65)—'Shall Have Music’ (UA). 
Definite click at $12.000. Natives go 
for pictures of this type, which un- 
loubtedly will settle down to a nice 


t 


steady run. Last week (3d), ‘Iron 
Mask’ (UA), got $7,000, okay 
Warfield (F-WC) (2,680; 30-40) 


Hotel for Women’ (20th) and ‘Quick 


Millions’ (20th). Should get around 
$13,500, good: well-liked bill, Elsa 
Maxwell. author of ‘Hotel,’ is a local 


’ 
Pal 


and is getting a good play from 
i@ natives who want to see wnat the 


1 


famous party-thrower looks like on 
the screen. Last week (2d), ‘Daugh- 
ters Courageous’ (WB) and ‘Nancy 
Drew” (WB), did fairly well at 
$7,500 . 


dating of picture at Par, 
holding down take but still fine at 
$25,000 or thereabouts, after second 
week of $38,500 and first of close to 
$50.000. Thus, on 21 days arourd 
$113,500, a pretty entry for the 
; ledgers. ‘Old Maiq’ (WB), a '39-40 


release, opens Friday (11) 


B’KLYN PIX DRAW 


Cagney-Raft Fine $25,900; 
Dual Nice 16G 


‘Hardy 


P \ ) I compe over 
veek end t not eno n to keep 
(} Ce@- 

luxer Paramount showing ‘Each 
Dav I Die.” ‘Cowboy Quarterback’ 
and short, ‘Sons of Liberty,’ pulling 


magnificent $25,000 

Loew's Metropolitan also 
go of if this with ‘Hardy 
Fever’ and ‘Thev Asked for I‘.’ 

Estimates for This Week 

Albee (3.274; 25-35-50)—‘Second 
Fiddle’ (20th) and ‘Career’ (RKO), 
Fair $15,000 Last w ‘Bachelor 
Mother’ (RKO) and ‘Mr. Moto’ 
(20th), quiet $14.000. 

Fox (4,089: 25-35-50)—Indianap- 
polis Speedway (WB) and ‘Grand 
Jury Secrets’ (Par). Okay $14,000 for 
10-day run. 

Met (3.618: 25-35-50)\—‘Hardy 
Fever’ (M-G) and ‘Asked for It’ (U) 


s | 
making 


tre L 
WeeK 


1 
aly 


Nice $16.000. Last week. ‘Borrowed 
Time’ (M-G) and ‘Inside Informa- 
tion (U), mild $13,000 


Paramount (4,126: 25-35-50)—~ 
‘Each Dawn Die’ (WB) and ‘Cow- 
boy Quarterback’ (WB) plus ‘Sons of 


Liberty’ show, Jill produce fine 
$25,000 Last week, ‘Man About 
Town’ (Par) and ‘Missing Daughter’ 
(Col) (2d wk.), mild $14,000, 


'klyn, %3* 
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Bucolic Architecture 
In Keeping with Locale 
Successful in So. Cal. 


Los Angeles, Aug. 8. 

What is probably one of the most 
unusual picture theatres ever con- 
structed is the new Tumbleweed, 
James Edwards, Jr.’s house on Gar- 
vey blvd., at what is known as Five 
Points, a small but rapidly grow- 
ing citrus community in the heart 
of the San Gabriel valley, some 15 
miles from downtown Los Angeles. 

Patterned after an old English 
barn, this farmhouse project of 
Edwards has quickly appealed to the 
temperament and affections of the 
inhabitants of this rich agricultural 
district. Theatre, 
ing through the customary foyer, is 
approached through an arcade un- 
derneath an old-fashioned wind- 
mill tower, atop of which, in neon, 
is the theatre’s name. 

Flanking this arcade is a typical 
barnyard, complete with 
bucket well, ducks and other sights 
peculiar to this type of estate. Sur- 
rounding fence is of rails and wagon 
wheels, enclosing a grassy plot made 
more enticing by flood 
night. 

Foyer represents the living room 
of a gentleman farmer, 
with comfortable 
farmhouse trappings. Interior motif 
carries out the farmhouse-barn ef- | 
fect. Lighting fixtures are fash- | 
ioned fruin wago™ wheels and cow- 
boy hats. An unusual detail of con- 
struction is that the roof framing is 
exposed on the underside. 


furniture 


Southern California has long been ! 


noted for unique and bizarre styles 
of its general architecture but! 
Edwards, who already has a chain 
»f some 15 houses in that district, 
has gone previous attempis at odd- 
ness 

Lloyd Geissinger, who started 
with the Edwards circuit couple of 
years ago as head usher, is man- 
ager. 


FETEING GUS EDWARDS; 
TIES IN WITH PAR PI 


Hollywood, Aug. 8. 
Gus Edwards, pioneer vaudeville 
pioducer, whose ‘Star Maker’ (Par) 
based on his career, will be 
honored with a party on his 60th 
birthday, Aug. 18. 
Over 500 stage and screen person- 





FILM 


+ 


instead of enter- | 


oaken | 





lights at| 
} 


equipped | 
and | 


|femme matinee attendance 


one better. 


front, anticipated as a result of theat 


| Battle of the advertising ‘titans’ on the New York 
brought to Broadway, first run, in one week three pre- 
| 


| tentiously made outdoor film melod 


| to be scarcely more than a skirmish. 
ammunition in the form of dollars was scattered around 


the display advertising departments 


months in total lineage. 
Paramount launched its 

William Wellman’s remake of ‘Beau 

on Wednesday (2). 





booking in the Capitol with the premiere of Alexan- 
der Korda’s Technicolor spectacle, ‘Four Feathers,’ on 


the following day, and 20th brought 





three ‘big’ films in competition for 


dailies, which had one of their biggest weeks in many 


first new 


United Artists celebrated its first 


and Livingstone’ on Thursday (3) at the Roxy. With 


_EXPLOITATION 
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re bookings which excitement. 


ramas, turned out 
Good deal of 


of the Manhattan 


season special, 
Geste,’ at the Par 


forward ‘Stanley 


somewhat iimited 


summer patronage, showmen watched the boxoffice 
| barometers closely. As further proof that in show year after year. 
business one never knows which way the fancy of 


buyers will turn, the surprise draw of the week devel- 
oped off of Broadway and outside the heavily adver- 
Music 
Name Only’ (RKO), which also opened on Thursday 
(3), is having one of its biggest summer weeks. Mean- 


| 
| 
| tised attractions. Radio City 
| while, ‘Each Dawn I Die,’ starring J 
| George Raft, rolled up a good gross 
at the Strand, something of an achie 


ing the screen competition. 


COMES LOVE, EVER SUREFIRE B.0. 
That midsummer audiences seemed to prefer a tense 
‘domestic drama of marriage, love and divorce, to a se- 
stories probably doesn't prove 


lection of adventure 
anything at all. ‘In Name Only’ is 
| which always does well at the Musi 
is large. 


for Strand audiences. Others had a 


tract patronage, and a comparison of newspaper copy 
|prepared for the Capitol, Roxy and Paramount, with 
| their adventure, action films, reveals each approached 
| their respective attractions intent on stirring up busi- 


Hall, with ‘In 


Torlal 
ames Cagney and World! 
on its third week 
vement, consider- 1939! 


African Locale!’ 


the type of film 
c Hall where the 

‘Dawn’ ideal 
selling job to at- 


is 


dark continent. 


described 


as 


ing aspects of his film. 


the press showing of the current attraction. 
now a successful director-producer of British produc- 
tions, was a guest at the press preview. 
reviewers for the dailies made complimentary refer- 
ence to the Brenon silent film, and well they might, 
considering that its place in film history grows brighter 


That the three-way 
seemed over-enthusiastic may be attributed to the fact 
that ‘Geste,’ ‘Feathers’ and ‘Stan’ all came to Broadway 
in one of those hot August weeks when the thrills, the 
dangers, the privations and the struggles of melodrama 
appeared untimely from a seasonal viewpoint. 
ther, all three tell stories which are 
Africa, tales that dramatize the heat and fevers of the 





AN AFRICAN BULL MARKET 


Not to be outdone in the choice of high sounding 
phrase, ‘Stanley and Livingstone’ crashed the amuse- 
ment sections with quarter-page displays on Friday | 
with the declaration, ‘The Adventure That Thrilled the 
The Immortal Story of Stanley and Living- 
stone Has Become the Greatest Film Achievement of 
Three Years in the Making! 


Filmed in 


barrage from. the 


Fur- 


laid in torrid 


Which may be the reason why the Music Hall copy 
seemed soothing and alluring. 
‘an 
once plausible, deeply moving, tremendously stirring.’ 


‘In 
love 


Name Only’ was 


engrossing story of today, at 





Drought, New Sales Alibi 





(Continued from page 3) 

practices code, in its final form, to 
| the exhibitors of the nation. Some 
| apprehension is becoming apparent 
| over the failure of accord thus far. 


Latest developments would indi- 
|eate that the provisions to cover 
| clearance controversies under arbi- 


| tration are agreed upon by the dis- 
| tribs and legal verbiage is unlikely 
to be changed but attorneys 
the major companies are not ready 
| to announce an immediate approval 
| to the modifications suggested by the 
distributors until decided how code 
will be launched. Meantime, selling 
is not progressing as satisfactorily as 
hoped for, blame being laid at the 


| 
} 
} 


ie doors of the bickering lawyers foi 
alities are expected to attend the ‘spiel See ; 
er a , what is characterized as seemingly 
festivities and a national radio ‘ See : 
unwarranted procrastination in get- 
broadcast has been arranged : ie él 
ting tne code into effect 

| Work on revision of the arbitra- 
. | tion clause covering clearance, fol- 
Escape Tools Shown | lowing complaints of exhibitors and 
P ’ ‘ refusal of theatre owner organiza- 

In Dawn Lobby Display tions to submit to the code unti 
; there was a change, has gone on 


Syracuse, Aug. 8. 


Giving plenty of local color to the | 


exploitation for ‘Each Dawn 1] Die’ 
(WB), Gus Lampe, of the RKO 
Schine Keith house, rigged up an ex- 
hibit last week which focussed at- 
tention on the theatre and on its at- 
traction. 


Through the cooperation of the su- | 


perintendent of the local 


tiary, Lampe arranged a showcase 
exhibit, installed on the sidewalk in 
front of the theatre, of a collection | 
of weapons fashioned by prisoners 
over a period of years. 

Included were a rope made of 
sheets braided together, which was 
found in a prisoner’s pillow and 
taken from him before he had had 
a chance to use it. There were files, 
saws and knives and a_ blackjack 


made of a rock covered by wire and 
then by cloth to make it flexible. 

Star exhibit, however, were the 
butter knives which had been fash- 
ioned into saws and which were used 
in a jai] break two years ago 





‘Tarzan’ Tieups in Pools 
Practically every swimming pool 


in the metropolitan N. Y. area is be- | 


ing used by Oscar Doob’s Loew’s ex- 
ploiteers to advertise “Tarzan Finds 
a Son.’ 
zan’ swimming races have been ar- 
ranged in each pool. 
At Manhattan Beach 
000 present witnessed a ‘Tarzan’ 
Junior and Senior swimming con- 
test. Cups and medals appropriately 
inscribed from Loew's, eic., awarded 


at least 50,- 


winners. 


peniten- | 


Johnny Weissmuller ‘Tar- | 


| since the Allied States convention in 


| Minneapolis the middle of June. In 
many exhibitor quarters there is 
some concern as to what is stalling 
the new clearance clause and the 


final complete code itself. 
Attorneys of the majors met again 


; Monday (7) but there will be an- 
|other huddle or two. Distributors 
again hold out hope that before the 
end of the week the complete word- 
ing of the new protection clause, 
entirely approved by counsel for the 
majors, will be ready for announce- 


ment to the trade 

While it is unde: 
been agreement the 

generally of clearance 

when three parties are 
better balancing of the boards which 
| will render decisions, attorneys are 
| principally going over the matter of 
how the code will be put into effect, 
including arbitration. 

Within a week or so it may be that 
the first board to be set up will be 
| designated, together with details as 
| to how this and 30 other boards in 
| key centers will function. 


there has 
provisions 
disputes, 


for 


tood 
on 


involved, 


| 


NW Selling Slow Aver 
Exhibs; Distribs Say Ok 
Minneapolis, Aug. 8, 
Prominent exhibitors and film ex- 
change managers uere are in dis- 
pute relative to the selling season 
progress. While exhibitors assert 
their checkup shows that buying is 
practically at a standstill, the branch 
heads continue to insist that 
‘is proceeding normally.’ 
} Northwest Allied 


selling 


has been us 


ing 


for 


its influence to induce independent 


| year 


exhibitors to hold off buying until | 


‘the distributors come to their senses 
and lower their prices.’ Conditions 
and outlook in the territory call for 
a reduction of at least 25% in film 
| costs, it’s claimed. Instead, distribu- 
| tors are demanding as much or more 
than a year ago, according to the ex- 
hibitors. 

Branch managers have a different 
story. For example, C. K. Olson, 
Warner. head here, asserts sales out- 
|side the Twin Cities are ‘entirely 
satisfactory’ and ‘at about the same 
level as a year ago.’ Other branch 
managers make similar claims, 

As far as the Twin Cities are con- 
cerned, it is the customary practice 
to defer selling until late summer 
or early fall. The reason for this is 
that pictures for suburban situations 
do not become available until that 


lume, 
Nothing further has been heard 
from Northwest Allied about the 


promised meeting to discuss plans 
| for a booking and buying combina- 
tion and to consider other ways and 
means of forcing down film prices. 


Republic’s Griffith 
Set; Dicker Saenger 


Jimmy Grainger flies to New Or- 


| 


to go, otherwise all contracts 
run out with the 1938-39 deliveries. 

Warner Bros. has closed a product 
deal with the RKO circuit, covering 
the company’s 1939-40 product in all 


of the RKO houses, numbering 
} around 100. The chain has played 
| Warner pictures regularly for sev- 
| eral years now, including all of its 


leans today (Wed.) to represent Re- | 


public on a contract for ’39-40 
product with Saenger chain, involv- 
ing nearly 100 houses in Louisiana, 
Mississippi and Alabama. FE. V. 
who was in New York fo! 
weeks, is now back in New 
Orleans. 


Richa ds 


two 


Greater New York houses following 
the first-run engagements, 
Grad Sears and Carl Leserman ne- 


gotiated the deal in behalf of War- 
ners, with John J. O'Connor and as- 
sociates representing RKO. 


Spyros Skouras Heads 


Pictorially, the 


SHOWMANSHIP 


ness by appealing to the public’s umversal desire for 


Author of the advertising copy for ‘Four Feathers’ 
was very generous with his claims about the entertain- 
‘Every Emotion the Screen 
Can Ever Give You All in One Magnificent Picture!’ 
is scarcely a conservative statement. 
Capitol’s copy was attractive, with border illustrations 
showing scenes from the film. 

Paramount's ‘Geste’ advertising played heavily on 
the appearance of Gary Cooper as the star of the film. 
Some sizeable free reading space was stimulated by 
the Par publicity department by showing the opening 
reel of Herbert Brenon's silent version of the film at 


—<—<——= 


as 





ee 


‘Lucky Break for Waif, 
Left on Life’s Doorstep, 
As ‘Bach’r Mother’ Opens 


Albany, Aug. 8. 
Week-old baby boy, abandoned on 
; the steps of the rectory of Our Lady 
of Mount Carmel Church, Hudson, 
and its transfer to Brady Maternity 
Hospital, Albany, two days before 
‘Bachelor Mother’ opened at the Pal- 
ace, provided a perfect publicity set- 


—+ 


ce 





Brenon, 


Nearly all the 


Actual 


up for the picture. 


Hearst’s Times Union, which was 
plugging the regulation offer of a 
bank account, message from Ginger 
Rogers and usual prizes for all babies 
born in this city during 24-hour pe- 
riod preceding film’s opening, went 
to the abandoned-infant development 
with page one stories and art. 


Fabian theatre management placed 
a money barrel in Palace lobby, and 
a large sign asking contributions for 
the unfortunate waif. Theatre kicked 





first runs | 








| launched 


in $25 and Miss Rogers, in a tele- 


| gram from Hollywood, sent a similar 


amount. Charles Coburn, featured 
in ‘Bachelor Mother’ and brought 
over from Mohawk Drama Festival 
for an afternoon p.a., contributed $5. 

Publicity built engagement to very 
profitable figure. 


ORPHANS’ CONTEST 
AROUND LINDA WARE 


Detroit, Aug. 8. 

Losing the world preem of ‘The 
Star Maker’ (Par), because of 
tody suit now being heard 
Michigan theatre worked out 
other scheme to grab some of bally 
attendant to film debut of Linda 
Ware, Detroit moppet. Latter’s cus- 
tody is now being sought by her 


CUuS- 
here, 


ane 


father, George Stillwagon, in a suit 
against juve singer's aunt, Mrs. 


Anna Stillwagon of Hollywood, and 
Paramount officials have foregone a 
preem here, with Miss Ware and 
Bing Crosby attending, for of 
trouble, 

So Michigan theatre, where flicker 
was skedded for preem, last week 
an essay among 


fear 


contest 


| Detroit orphan girls, with winner to 
| get free trip to the Coast for Holly- 
| wood preview Aug. 23, accompanied 


by an adult from orphanage. Pi 


ra- 


| mount in sponsoring the contest 
| based on the subject, ‘What I Want 
to Be When I Grow Up.’ Limited to 


Fox-W.C. Sales Meets | 


Los Angeles, Aug. 8 

Spvros Skouras 
tional Theatres, 
nual convention 
district and 


president of Na- 
will preside at an- 
of Fox-West Coast 
theatre managers start- 


ting here (21) to remain in session 
three or four days. Skouras will 
conduct similar conferences at Mil- 


waukee, Kansas City and Denve1 
route here. 


en 


Local F- WC convention 
brace all managers 
and Southern 
zona. Last of 


will 
from 
California 

regional 


and Ari- 
conventions 


| conducted by Skouras will be in Se- 
pow-| 


attle, 
wow, 


following Los Angeles 


‘Milt Harris Guides 


On Monday (7) Grainger stated a | 
deal was closed with the Griffith in- | 


terests, covering 42 situations in 
Oklahoma and 35 in Texas. Bill 
Underwood, franchise holder at Dal- 
las; Sol Davis, Rep’s franehise owner 
| at Oklahoma City, and Clair Hilgers, 
southern division manager of the 
company, handled the negotiations. 
| Horace Falls acted for Griffith chain. 

Herman Wobber, 20th-Fox distri- 
bution head, left New York for the 
Coast on Saturday (5), to confer with 
| Darryl] F. Zanuck and close prod- 
| uct deals in Salt Lake City and other 
| western towns. He will return to 
New York Sept. 1. 

Other Product Deals 


operators of Parmount’s New 





George Walsh and Eugene Levy, | 
York | 


state chain of theatres, were due in | 


New York yesterday (Tues.) to 


| huddle with 20th-Fox on a deal for | 


the 1939-40 season. 
, first negotiations for new season's 
product to be undertaken by the 


Par upstate circuit with any distrib- 
utor. The circuit has a term deal 
with Columbia which has another: 


This will be the , 4usust, 


Cleveland Visitors 


Cleveland; Aug. 8. 
sO worn out answering 
daffy questions made by 90,000 out 
of-town visitors, here for interna- 
tional poultry congress, that Milt 
Harris, Loew's p.a., had no trouble 
selling Mayor Burton idea of install- 
ing four novel information booths on 
the muin stem. 

Promoting four midget station 
auto-wagons, Harris parked them in 
safety-zones on business corners, 
plastered with ‘Information Booth 
for Tourists.’ Banners plugged ‘Man 


Cops were 


out- 


| in Iron Mask’ (UA) at Loew’s State. 


Theatres Aid Safety Drive 
Pontiac, Mich., Aug. 8. 
Local theatres are cooperating in 
a city-wide safety drive during 
| when about 300 motorists 
will be rewarded for courtesy. 


Tickets, to be passed out by local 


kids 10 to 14 years. 


| Orphanage tieup is a natural, since 
film moppet was taken from Me- 
Cullough’s Orphanage, Steubenville, 
O., where she had been placed fol- 
lowing her mother's death, and lived 


em- | 
Northern | 


} 
| 


here for 14 years with her aunt be- 


fore going to Hollywood. 


Cow-Milking Contest 
With Jones’ ‘Farm’ Pic 


Roswell, N. M., 
A cow-milking 


Aug. 8 


contest open 10 


femmes only, will be staged by R. E 
|Griffith’s Yucca theatre in connece 
tion with the showing of the Jones 


family picture ‘Down on the Farm.’ 


|This is one of the features of the 
Employees Appreciation Month, being 
|held in Griffith’s New Mexico dis- 
| trict during the month of August 

| One cow will be brought on the 
stage at a time, from which three 
}women will milk for one minute 
each. Prize of $5 cash will be 
awarded woman milking most milk 
during one minute's time. One dry 
cow will be run on for comedy pur- 





| day 
|ordered by manage: 


gendarme, will entitle drivers. so! 
rewarded wiih free admish to any 


Pontiac film palace. 


poses. Wayne Patterson is manager 
of the Yucca. 


Milk as a Giveaway 
Milwaukee, Aug. 8. 
In keeping with the gospel ‘Drink 
More Milk’—of Gov, Heil—the Gar- 
field here this week will start giving 
free milk to kids attending Satur- 
mats. Some 1,000 half pints 
Eugene Arn- 
stein. 


“We decided to do away with giv- 


|ing out candy, badges or toys as has 
| been done in the past, and to hand 


out milk as an experiment,’ he ex- 
plained. ‘All youngsters who at- 
tend the theatre before 2 p.m. w 


| receive the gift. 
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ach Dawn’-Woody Herman Smash | 
$24,000 in Philly; Mother’ Weak 146 


PICTURE GROSS 








| 
| 





Philadelphia, Aug. 8. 
Paced by ‘Each Dawn I Die,’ doing 
gensational business at the Fox, 
whole town is showing a consider- 
able perk this week. With the cus- 
tomers apparently getting used to 


the overly-hot weather by this point 
in the season and a pretty good line- 
up of product throughout the mid- 
town houses, there’s a definite pick- 
up—though not a large one in most 
eases—visible. ; 

‘Dawn,’ with Woody Herman's 
band on the stage, broke all opening 
day records for the Fox in the 23 
weeks it has been on the current 
price and combo policy. That takes 
in a lot of territory, including the 
appearance of Artie Shaw's crew, al- 
though the total for the week will 
fall some $6,000 short of the Shaw 
figure. ‘Dawn,’ too, for the first time 
in. the history of combo policy in 
Philly, will get a hold-over. Stage 
show will be entirely changed, how- 
ever, Bobby Clark, Sybil Bowan and 
the Three Sailors coming in. 

‘Bachelor Mother,’ at the Stanley, 
is the only really weak link in town. 
It's very disappointing, with the con- 
sensus that Ginger Rogers isn’t 
strong enough here at the b.o. Prac- 
tically everything has been getting 
at least two weeks here recently, but 
‘Mother’ goes out in eight days, with 
‘Ladv of the Tropics’ (M-G) replac- 
ing it on Thursday (10). 

The deluxe Aldine, which has been 
closed to duck the heat, will reopen 
Aug. 30 with ‘They Shall Have Mu- 
sic’ (UA). 

Estimates for This Week 


Boyd (WB) (2,350; 32-42-57) — 
‘Hardy Fever’ (M-G) (2d wk.). Fair 
at $10,000, although not up to what 
former Hardys have done here. Same 
goes for last week with $15,400 
‘Four Feathers’ blows in tomorrow 
(Wednesday ). 

Earle (WB) (2,758: 26-32-42) — 
‘Frontier Marshal’ (20th). Combined 
with FEarle’s standard three-hour 
show policy providing a pleasant 
surprise at fair to middlin’ $6,000. 
Last week, ‘Indianapolis Speedway’ 
(WB), did about the same. 

Fox (WB) (2.423: 32-37-42-57-68)— | 
‘Each Dawn’ (WB) and Woody Her- 
man orch. Pic given a fine exploita- 
tion campaign by WB and doing 
smasheroo biz. Cracked opening day 
record on Friday at $5,500—best in 
the 23 weeks on the current price 
and combo policy here, Will gather 
about $24,000 for the week and is 
earning a h.o., first at this vaudfilm- | 
er, Flesh will change, however, 
Last week, ‘Mikado’ (U) and Little- 
field Ballet also was a surprise at a 
very nifty $21.000. | 

Kariton (WB) (1,066; 32-42-57) —| 
‘Mikado’ (U) (2d run). Hitting fair | 
pace at better than $4,000. Last week, 
‘Clouds Over Europe’ (Col), slipped 
badly to weak $3,000. | 

Palace (WB) (1,100; 26-32-42) —} 
‘Daughters Courageous (WB) (3d 
run) Satisfactory at $5,000. Last 





' 








week, ‘Sun Never Sets’ (U) (2d run), 
repeated its initial run fizzle with 
below $4.000 

Stanley (WB) (2.916: 32-42-57) 
‘Bachelor Mother’ (RKO). Got good | 


reviews and word of mouth is fa-| 
vorable. but Ginger Rogers on her| 


own not a strong enough draw here 
to count. Getting only eight days 
instead of the two weeks of recent 
films in this house. Weak $14,000 for 
the stay. Last week, ‘Iron Mask’ 
(UWA) (2d week) n.sth. $9,700 ‘Lady | 
of the Tropics’ in Thursday (10). 

Stanton (WB) (1.457; 26-32-42) —| 
‘Tron Mask’ (UA) (2d run). Mediocre 
$5.000. Last week, ‘Second Fiddle’ 
(20th) (2d run), so-so $4,700. 


Toronto B. 0. Healthy; 
‘Chips’ Study $11,200 


Toronto, Aug. 8 

Business still continuing on the up- | 
Swing at such first-run houses as are 
presenting top-calibre product, de- 
Spite heat and competition of outdoor 
attractions. It happened last week; 

it’s happening again this week. 
; Ahead in the b.o. brackets are 
Goodbye Mr. Chips’ and ‘Four 
Feathers.’ Other two ace houses, con- | 
fining themselves to duals, are off- | 

key on cash register symphony. 

Estimates for This Week 
_ Imperial (FP-Can) (3,373; 25-35- 
50)—‘Naughty, Nice’ (WB) and ‘Saint | 
in London.’ So-so $6,600. Last week, | 
Prison Bars’ (UA) and ‘Unexpected | 
Father’ (U), n.g. $6,300. 
_ Loew's (Loew) (2,611; 25-35-50)— | 
Chips’ (M-G). Swell $11,200, Last | 
week. ‘Iron Mask’ (UA), excellent | 
$9,900 
..riveli (FP-Can) (1,433; 25-40)-— | 
Sun Sets’ (U) and ‘Kokomo’ (WB). | 
Good-enough, $3,200. Last week, ‘In- | 
Vitation Happiness’ (Par) and ‘Grand | 
Jury’s Secrets’ (Par), fair $3,100. 


_ Uptown (FP-Can) (2,761; 25-35-| 
ae ‘Four Feathers’ (UA). Excel- | 
ent $83.800. Last week, ‘Daughters | 


‘ ourageous’ 


(WB), very good $6,900. 


} 


Key City Grosses 


-- 


Estimated Total Gross 
| ee $1,436,100 
(Based on 27 cities, 171 thea- 

tres, chiefly first runs, including 

N. Y.) 

Total Gross Same Week 
Last Year...........$1,219,800 

(Based on 27 cities, 137 theatres) 








CLEVE. SMILING; 


| (M-G) 


gney-Raft Socko 


! 





| 
Seattle, Aug. 8. 
‘Spring Fever’ continues to show | 
the popularity of the Hardy’s, getting | 
oke returns at Blue Mouse after two | 
nice weeks at Paramount. 
‘Goodby, Mr. Chips’ is going for a! 
summer record at the small-seater | 
Music Box, now in its sixth week. | 
‘Each Dawn I Die’ is pepping the Or- | 
pheum after some slow sieges, draw- | 
ing heavy coin. 
Warm weather continues to lure to 
beaches, but the baseball team is out | 
of town, which is some help. 
| Estimates for This Week 
Blue Mouse (Hamrick-Evergreen) 
(850; 27-37-42)—‘Hardy Fever’ (M-, 
G) and ‘Torchy’ (WB). Heading for | 





CAGNEY-RAFT 
SOCK 146 


Cleveland, Aug. 8. 

Heftier grosses, with 90,000 visitors 
for international poultry convention 
boosting matinee but not night biz. 
bringing back smiles in theatrical 
sector. Widest ones for a change are 
at Hipp, where ‘Each Dawn I Die’ 
is doing a sockier trade than last 
stanza’s ‘Bachelor Mother.’ 

‘Iron Mask’ also collecting surpris- 
ingly large pot for State, while Pal- 
ace’s ‘Hotel for Women’ is taking too 
long to build up despite terrific Linda 
Darnell ballyhoo. 

Estimates for This Week 

Alhambra (Printz) (1,120: 10-20- 
35)—Girl and Gambler’ (U) and 
‘Sun Sets’ (RKO) (2d-run). Very 
mild $900 for four days. Last week 
‘Girl Mexico’ (RKO) and 
Family’ (20th), was much 
$1,200 for same stay. 

Allen (RKO) (3,000; 30-35-42-55)— 
‘Bachelor Mother’ (RKO). A honey 
on second week after Hipp’s move- 
over, $4,500. Last week ‘Second Fid- 
dle’ (20th), slid toward end to $3,500, 
fair. 

Circle (Marmorstein) (1,900; 15-35) 
—Great Waltz’ (M-G) and ‘Hurri- 
cane’ (UA). Pair of revivals draw 
ing better than firsts, $2,400 if they 
don’t cut it short. Last week ‘Un- 
married’ (RKO) plus ‘Some Like 
Hot’ (Par), $2,100, satisfactory. 

Hipp (Warners) (3,700; 30-35-42- 
55)—‘Each Dawn’ (WB). Showing its 
heels to everything else in town, go- 
ing several degrees over usual, for 
$14,000. Last week ‘Bachelor Mother’ 
(RKO?) was raved up to good $12,000, 
despite hot spell. 


Palace (RKO) (3,200: 30-35-42-55) 
— Hotel for Women’ (20th). Neither 
Elsa Maxwell nor Linda Darnell 
mean much at local b.o., although 


plugged heavily. Slow and $7,000 at 
most, which is fairish. ‘Indianapolis 
Speedway’ (WB) last week had little 
speed. $5.000, so-so 

State (Loew's) (3,450: 30-35-42-55) 
—Tron Mask’ (UA). Another that’s 
hard to sell but encouraging results, 
$13,000 Last week ‘Hardy Fever’ 
one of summer's biggest hits, 


| $15.000 


Stillman (Loew's) (1,972: 30-55-42- 
55)—‘Hardy Fever’ (M-G) On 
shift-over from State, cracking the 
whip merrily for excellent $6,000 
Last week ‘Borrowed Time’ (M-Q), 
okay $4,000. 


‘Fraud’-‘Speedway’ Nice 
$4,700 in Port.; H.O.’s OK 


Portland, Ore., Aug 8 
Two new pix are gett 
‘Man in the Iron Mask.” at Broadway 


and ‘Mavnificent Fraud,’ at Orpheum. | 
other | 


feature 
Chips’ 
ker’s UA 


Strong holdovers 
pots. ‘Goodbye Mi is a good 


‘Second 


lap winner for Pat 

Fiddle. holding strong at Paramount, 
and ‘Daughters Courageous’ rated its 
fourth week at Mayfair 


Estimates for This Week 


Rroadwayv (Parker) (2.000: 30-35- 
40)—‘Iron Mask’ (UA) and ‘Sweep- 
stakes Winner’ (U), Above par for 
this house at good enough $5,000 
Last week, ‘Winter Carnival’ (UA) 
and ‘All Come Out’ (M-G), average 
$4,500. 

Mayfair (Parker-Evergreen) (1,- 
500: 30-35-40) —-‘Daughters Coura- 


geous’ (WB) and ‘House Fear’ (WB) 
(4th wk). Still okay, $2,200. Third 
week, $2,500. First two weeks at the 
UA grossed good $10,000. 

Orpheum = (Hamrick - Evergreen) 
(1,800: 30 - 35-40) — ‘Magnificent 
Fraud’ (Par) and = ‘Indianapolis 
Speedway’ (WB). Over the top for 
nice $4.700. Last week, ‘Five Came 
Back’ (RKO? and ‘Saint London’ 
(RKO), closed second week for good 
$4.000. 


Paramount (Hamrick - Evergreen 


(3.000: 30-35-40) —‘Second Fiddle’ 
(20th) (2d wk?) and ‘Lady Mob’ | 
(Col). Second week for ‘Fiddle’ and 


holding up for fair $3,800. First 
week with ‘Undercover 
(Rep) good $5,500. 

United Artists 
30-35-40) —Mr. Chips’ 
wk). Strong $4.500 


iste. Id good $5 §00 


(Parker) (1,000: 
(M-G) (2d 
First week reg- 


‘Jones | 
neater, | 


‘ nice coin, | 


Doctor’ | 


good $1,900. Last week, ‘Second | 
| Fiddle’ (20th) and ‘Almost Gentle- 
|man’ (RKO), eight days, oke $2,100. | 


run). Settling for moderate $2,500. | 
| Last week, ‘Captain Fury’ (UA) and 
| ‘Gorilla’ (20th) dual, second run, $2,- | 
| 300, fair. 
| Colonial (Sterling) (800; 10-21)— 
‘Wyoming Outlaw’ (Rep) and ‘North 
| Shanghai’ (Col), dual, split with ‘Il- 
| legal Traffic’ (Par) and ‘King Turf’ 
|(UA). Indicate okay $2,000. Last 


Gun Rhythm’ (GN), dual, split with 
‘Should Girl Marry’ (Mono) and ‘Man 
Texas’ (Mono), okay $1,800. 


(2,349; 27-37-42)—‘Daughters Coura- 
geous (WB) (2d wk), with 
London’ (RKO) (1st wk). 





|with ‘Undercover Doctor’ 


| socko $6,600. 


| week, ‘Homicide Girl’ (Col) and ‘6- | 
Fifth Avenue (Hamrick-Evergreen) | 


fair $4,100. Last week, ‘Daughters.’ | this week 
(Par), | 
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$8,200, Topping Seattle lron Mask’- Murder’ Dual Tops L.A. 


Neat at $24,500; ‘Bachelor Mother’ 
Day-Date Holdover, Strong $20,000 





Broadway Grosses 





Estimated Total Gross 
This Week.... 
(Based on 12 theatres) 
Total Gross Same Week 
Pe rege $264,400 
(Based on 11 theatres) 








Coliseum (Hamrick-Evergreen) (1,- 
| 900: 21-27-32) —‘Wonderful World’ | bd 
| (M-G) and ‘Jones Family’ (20th) (2d | «Ve * 


INDPLS. LOW 
$10,000 


Boston, Aug. 8. 
Three holdovers, ‘Andy Hardy,’ 


‘Saint | ‘Bachelor Mother’ and ‘Each Dawn I 
Expect | Die,’ are all getting satisfactory biz 


{ 
| 
! 
' 
} 
| 


| 
| Carthay Circle 


=+ 


Los Angeles, Aug. 8. 

‘Iron Mask’ and ‘Frontier Marshal’ 
are town’s only newcomers on cur- 
rent week and have matters pretty 
much their own way. ‘Mask’ is as- 
sured holdover at the day-date 
Warner houses. 

‘Bachelor Mother’ is winding up 
second stanza at the RKO and Pant- 
ages for another profitable week. 
Paramount, instead of closing last 
week for remodeling, remains open 
at least another seven days. House 
ushers in new bill, ‘Our Leading 
Citizen’ and ‘Million Dollar Legs’ to- 
day. 

‘Chips’ and ‘Borrowed Time’ con- 
tinue their runs at Carthay Circle 
and Four Star, respectively. 

Estimates for This Week 
(Fox) (1,518; 40- 
55)—‘Chips’ (M-G) (13th wk). Still 
healthy and should add another 
$2,700 on current stanza. Twelfth 
week finished with okay $3,100. 

Chinese (Grauman-F-WC) (2,024: 
30-40-55-75) — ‘Marshal’ (20th) and 
‘Miracles Sale’ (M-G) dual. Headed 
for comfortable $10,000. Last week, 
‘Winter Carnival’ (UA) and ‘Chan in 





Peak of vacation season has just 


| Liberty (J-vH) (1,650; 21-32-42)— | about arrived here, with many New 


| ‘Blondie’ (Col) and ‘Woman Judge’ 
| (Col). Anticipated only mild $3,500. 
Last week, ‘Winter Carnival’ 
;and “Trapped Sky’ (Col), $4,200, good. 
Music Box (Hamrick-Evergreen) 


| (850; 27-37-42)—‘Mr. Chips’ (M-G) | 
| (6th wk). Indicates good $2,800. Lasi 


| week, same film, $2,800, good. 

| Orpheum (Hamrick - Evergreen) 
(2,600; 27-37-42)—‘Each Dawn’ (WB) 
and ‘Drummond’ (Par), with Jay 
| Clarke, mentalist, on stage. Heading 
|for smash $8,200. Last week, ‘Frontier 
Marshal’ (20th) and ‘Big Town Czar’ 
(U), $3,400, mild. 


| Palomar (Sterling) (1,350: 16-27- 
| 37-42)—‘Zero Hour’ (Rep) and ‘Ari- 
|zona Legion’ (RKO), dual. plus| 


vaude, Gilbert, hypnotist, headlining. 
| Anticipate fair $3,800. 
'‘Should Husbands Work’ (Rep) 


good. 


(3,039: 27-37-42)—‘Iron Mask’ 


Paramount (Hamrick - Evergreen) | 


| Englanders leaving the territory and 
|a fair amount of out-of-state tran- 


(UA) | 


| sient trade recorded as a by-product 
| of the New York Fair. 
Estimates for This Week 


Boston (RKO) (3,200; 20-30-40)— 
| ‘Pilot’ (Mono) (1st run) and ‘Streets 
jot N. Y.’ (Mono) (2d run), dual, four 
| days; and ‘Lincoln’ (20th) and ‘Boy 
| Friend (20th), (both 3rd 
| double, three days. Will take around 
$4,000, fair. Last week, ‘Lady Mob’ 
(Col) and ‘Trapped Sky’ (Col), dual, 
| four days; and ‘Outside These Walls’ 
(Col) and ‘Should Girl Marry’ 
(Mono), three days, dual, $4,200. 
| Fenway (M&P) 
155)—Indianapolis’ 


(WB) and 


Last — | ‘Waterfront’ (WB). Tepid $4,000 gait. 
and! Last 
i‘Mr. Moto’ (20th), plus vaude, $4,000, | and 


week, ‘Hell’s Kitchen’ (WB) 
‘Million Dollar Legs’ (Par), 


| double, okay $4,800. 
Keith Memorial (RKO) (2,907; 25- 


(UA) | 35-40-55)—‘Bachelor Mother’ (RKO) 


land ‘Nancy Drew’ (WB). Expect); (2d wk) and ‘Ex-Champ’ (U) (ist 
jgreat $4,700. Last week. ‘Hardy| wk). Headed for good $13,000. Last 
|Fever’ (M-G) (2d wk) and ‘Inside | week, ‘Bachelor Mother’ (RKO) and 
|Information’ (U), dual, nine days,| ‘Saint London’ (RKO), dual, dandy 
| $5,000, good. | $18,000. 

Roosevelt (Sterling) (800; 21-27-32); Metropoliton (M&P) (4,367; 25-35- 


—‘Mikado’ (U) and ‘Allen 
(Par) (2d run). Look for only $1,- 
| 800, slow. Last week, ‘Jaurez’ (WB), 
| $2,500, great. 


Strike Tor Det 


~ Clears; ‘Chips’ 
Dd Fine $15,000 


——— 





Detroit, Aug. 8 

' First flicker ever to h.o. at the 
Michigan, ‘Goodbye, Mr. Chips,’ con- 
|tinues at merry clip currently after 
pulling in house’s biggest gross since 
dual policy was adopted last winter 

Otherwise town is so-so, but with 
| prospects much brighter with settle- 
ment of General Motors strike and 
pick-up in product. 

Estimates for This Week 


Adams (Balaban) (1,700; 30-40) 
‘Stole Million’ (U) (2d run) plus 
‘Saint in London’ (RKO), dual 


Former flicker moved here from Fox: 
| looks like about $4,500, not too bad 
| Last week fairish $4,400 for ‘Unex- 
;} pected Father’ (U) (2d run) plus 
‘Big Town Czar’ (20th). 

Fox (Fox-Michigan) (5,000; 30-40- 
55)—‘Hotel for Women’ (20th) com- 
| bined with ‘Frontier Marshall’ (20th) 
|dual. Headed for fairish 


Murder’ | 40-55) - 
‘Night Work’ (Par) (2d wk). Hitting | 
satisfactory $12,000 pace. First week, 


$12.000. | 


|Last stanza about $11,000 for ‘Stole | 


‘Each Dawn’ (WB) and 


| big $18,000. 
| Orpheum (Loew) (2,900; 25-35-40- 


|355)—Hardy Fever’ (M-G) and ‘All | 
' Come Out’ (M-G) (2d wk). Around 
; $14,000," very good, Opening week, 
big $19,000. 

Paramount (M&P) (1,797; 25-35- 
49-55) — ‘Indianapolis’ (WB) and 
‘Waterfront’ (WB). So-so $6,000 in- 
jicated. Last week, ‘Hell’s Kitchen’ 
(WB) and ‘Million Dollar Legs’ 


| (Par), dual, $6,700. 
Seolley (M&P) (2,538; 25-35-40-50) 


—Second Fiddle’ (20th) (2d run) 
and ‘Zero Hour’ (Rep) (st run), 
Looks good for $4,000. Last week, 


|*Daughters Courageous’ (WB) 
run) and ‘Captain Fury’ (UA) (2nd 
!run), dual, $3,800. 

, State (Loew) (3,600; 25-35-40-55).— 
‘Hardy Fever’ (M-G) and ‘All Come 
| Out’ (M-G) (2d wk). About $10,500, 
good. Last week big $14,000. 


“‘Bergere’ Unit Ups 
‘Saint’ to a Record 


$22,500 in Denver 


Denver, Aug. 8. 


‘Saint in London’ is lucky in get-| 


ting ‘Folies Bergere’ unit as a run- 
Orpheum. The stage 


show gets the credit for packing the 


ning mate at 


> 


house every show every day to the | 
away hun-! 


besides 
the 


hooth, turning 
dreds, to tune of the biggest | 
gross in Denver in years, probably 


| Million’ (U) and ‘Career’ (RKO). | since the crash back in 1929. Pre- 
Michigan (United Detroit) (4.000; | ¥!0'8 record at the house is held by 
30 - 40 - 65) —‘Goodbye, Mr, Chips’, 7"? White. 
(M-G) (2d wk) plus ‘Indianapolis Estimates for This Week 
| Speedway’ (WB) (2d wk). After; Aladdin (Fox) (1,490; 25-35-40)— | 
|clipping off a smash $22.000 last | ‘Daughters Courageous’ (WB), fol- | 
stanza, ‘Chips’ currently becomes} lowing a week at the Denver. Good | 
first flicker ever to be held over at $4,000 Last week, ‘Star Born’ (UA) 
ithis house. Last week’s take was, and ‘Tom Sawyer’ (UA) (reissues), 
highest since dual policy was! below average, $2,500. | 
adopted by former vaudfilmer last Broadway (Fox) (1,100; 25-40)— | 
winter. Looks like good $15,000 cur-| ‘Borrowed Time’ (M-G) and ‘Girl | 
rently. | Gambler’ (RKO), double, following } 
| Palms- State (United Detroit) |a week at the Orpheum. Good $2,-! 
| (3,000; 30-40-50)—‘Of Human Bond- | 500 Last week, ‘Hardy Fever’ | 
| age’ (RKO) and ‘Mr. Wong’ (Mono),| (M-G) and ‘Panama Lady’ (RKO), | 


dual. Figures to pull in around $5.- 

|700, pretty fair. Last week, $5.500 
for ‘Daughters Courageous’ (WB) 
(2d run) and ‘Mickey Kid’ (Rep) 


dual, following eleven days at Or- 
pheum, did excellent business, $3,- | 
000 

Denham (‘(Cockrill) (1,750: 25-35- 


run), | 


(1,332; 25-35-40- | 


(3rd | 


| Reno’ (20th) disappointing $6,500. 

| Downtown (WB) (1,800; 30-40-55- 
65)—‘Iron Mask’ (UA) and ‘Can't 
Get Away imurder’ (WB) dual. 
Showing unexpected strength and 
should easily reach $12,000. Holds. 
Last week, ‘Daughters Courageous’ 
(WB) and ‘Sweepstakes’ (WB) on 
second stanza okay $6,300. 

Four Star (F-WC-UA) (900: 40-55) 
— Borrowed Time’ (M-G) (3d wk). 
Not the smash expected and third 
week bringing only $2,800, second 
week fair $3,300. 


| Hollywood (WB) (2.756: 30-40-55- 
65)—‘Iron Mask’ (UA) and ‘Can't 
Get Away Murder’ (WB) dual. 


Should wind up with big $12,500, in- 
suring holdover. Last week, ‘Daugh- 
; ters’ (WB) and ‘Sweepstakes’ (WB) 
second week satisfactory $5,000. 
| Orpheum (Bdwy.) (2,280; 30-40-55) 
|——‘Timber Stampede’ (RKO) and 
| ‘Gorilla’ (20th) dual and vaudeville. 
| ‘Stampede’ is first run but with no 
| outstanding vaude names house looks 
| like so-so $6,800. Last week, ‘Un- 
jmarried’ (Par) and ‘Undercover 
Doctor’ (Par) fair $6,800. 

Pantages (Pan) (2,812; 30-40-55)— 
‘Bachelor Mother’ (RKO) (2d wk) 
|Get Away Murder’ (WB) dual. 
| Second big week in sight with prob- 
|!able $10,000. Opening seven days 
brought nifty $15,500. 
| Paramount (Par) (3,595; 30-40-55) 
|—‘Man About Town’ (Par) (4th wk) 
| and ‘Magnificent Fraud’ (Par} (2d 
|wk) dual. Management keeping 
| house opening at least another week 
before closing for remodeling. 
Fourth stanza of ‘Man’ limited to five 
days for around $5,000. Third weck 
hit neat $8,000 

RKO (2.872: 30-40-55)—Bachelor 
Mother’ (RKO) (2d wk) and 
‘Woman Is Judge’ (Col) dual. Second 
stanza headed for excellent $9,700; 
first brought big $14,000. 

State (Loew-Fox) (2,414: 30-40-55- 
75)—Marshal’ (20th) and ‘Miracles’ 
| (M-G) dual. Hitting excellent stride 
to cop town’s leadership with $12.600 
| Last week, ‘Winter’ (UA) and ‘Chan’ 
| (20th) brutal $6,000 





| United Artists (F-WC) (2.100: 30- 
| 40-55 )—‘Fiddle’ (20th) (2d wk) and 
| ‘Winter’ (UA) dual. Holdover of top 


| feature good showmanship and cur- 
| rent stanza should bring $3,100, as 
} compared to $2,500 with ‘Fiddle’ and 
| ‘Could Happen’ (20th) last week. 


Wilshire (F-WC) (2,296: 30-40-55- 
65) ‘Fiddle’ (20th) and ‘Winter’ 
I (UA) dual Holdover of ‘Fiddle’ 
i with ‘Carnival’ added heading for 
lokay $4.100 Last weel ‘Fiddle’ 
| (20th) and ‘Could Happen’ (20th) 
| $4,700. 
140) — ‘Magnificent Fraud’ (Par), 
four days; ‘Night Work’ (Par), three 
days. Poor $4,000, split about even 
Last week, ‘Stolen Life’ (Par), poor, 
$3,700. 

Denver (Fox) (2,525: 25-35-40)— 
‘Second Fiddle’ (20th). Good $9,500. 


Last week, ‘Daughters Courageous’ 
(WB), above average, $9,500. 
Orpheum (RKO) (2,600: 30-40-50) 
—Saint London’ (RKO), and ‘Folies 
Bergere’ unit. Seale raised and 


| house is crashing through to record 
, $22,500, thanks to stage show. 


Last 
week, ‘Borrowed Time’ (M-G) and 
‘Girl Gambler’ (RKO). okay $9,000. 


Paramount (Fox) (2.200: 25-40)— 
‘Unexpected Father’ (U) and ‘Par- 
ents Trial’ (Col). Nice $4,000. Last 
week, ‘Nauehtv Nice’ (WB) and 
‘Waterfront’ (WB). okay $4,000. 

Rialto (Fox) (878: 25-40) — ‘Star 


Born’ (UA) and ‘Tom Sawyer’ (UA) 


(reissues). split with ‘Naughty Mari- 
etta’ (M-G) and ‘Great Waltz’ (M-G) 
(reissues). Average $1,700. Last 
week, ‘Hurricane’ (UA) and ‘Dead 
End’ (UA) (reissues), after a week 
|at Aladdin, grossed below normal at 
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Pitt Looking to Better Times: 
 Lagney-R 


Pittsburgh. Aug. 8. 

There's a pleasant tinkle echoing | 
around the downtown wickets this 
week, indicative of product that has | 
the customers interested along with 
an improving economic setup in the 


town. According to the trade ex- 
perts, biz conditions generally are | 


now equal to those of October, 1937, 
beginning of the slump, with pros- | 
pects for the next few months very | 
favorable. Steel will operate at | 
52% of capacity next week—even | 
before heavy automobile ordering | 


begins. Local managers are hopeful 
that this improvement, plus new 


films, will go a long way to reliev- | 
ing the headache of the past months. | 

Way out in front this week is 
‘Each Dawn I Die’ at the Stanley. 
Picture holding its own after smash 
opening on strength of Cagney-Raft 


aft Terrific $17,000 





‘FEATHERS’ LIGHT 


English Cast Holds It Down to $2,500 
in Lincoln 


Lincoln, Aug. 8. 
It is another typical summer sluff 


| week here, none of the film offered 

| anywhere having much b.o. punch, 

‘Hotel for Women’ was sexed up 
| 


aplenty in advance campaign. 


Colonial 
(750; 10-15)—‘Undercover Agent 
(Mono) and ‘Gold Mine’ (Rep), split 


with ‘North Shanghai’ (Col) and 
|‘Southward Ho’ (Rep). Westerns 
'carrying to pretty fair $800. Last! 


week, ‘Smoky Trails’ (Metrop) and | 


combo and will probab’ push its!‘Dr. Meade’ (Col), split with ‘Man } 
way into a second week at the| Texas’ (Mono) and ‘Little Ad-| 
Warner, Surprising number of | venturess’ (Col), light $700. 
femmes in attendance at prison opus Lincoln (LTC-Cooper) (1,600; 10- 
credited to Raft. ise gross is |20-25)—'Miss Manton’ (RKO) and 
‘Man in “tron Mask’ -_ the Penn, | Pirates Skies’ (U). -_ one | 
which will take second place this | ag ge epee 24 a se 
week. Warner, with holdover of | . lt hat ae ye} baling ’ 


, 


‘Bachelor Mother,’ running neck and | 
neck with Alvin's ‘Frontier Mar- 
shall’ for satisfactory grosses. 

The town will be going full blast 
again when Fulton opens after sum- 
mer closedown next week (16th) | 
with ‘Second Fiddle’ (20th). 

Estimates for This Week 

Alvin (Harris) (1,850; 25-35-50)— 
‘Frontier Marshall’ (20th), Off to a 
good start Thursday (3) and will 
hold for full seven davs to good $6,- 
000—above expectations. Last week, 
‘Blondie’ (Col) and ‘Married Cop’ 
(Rep), in for five days to put house 
back on Thursday openings, ordin- 
ary $3,200. 

Penn (Loew’s-UA) (3.300; 25-35- 
50)—‘Iron Mask’ (UA). Very pleas- 
ing week in prospect at $14,500. Fans 


‘Stronger Desire’ (M-G) and ‘Pacific | 
Liner’ (RKO), five days, fair $1,500. | 
Nebraska (LTC-Cooper) (1,236: | 
10-25-40 )—‘Hotel for Women’ (20th). | 
Slightly more than average, $3.300. | 
Last week, ‘Chips’ (M-G), okay 
$3,500. 

Stuart (LTC-Cooper) (1,900; 10-25- 
35)—‘Four Feathers’ (UA). Being) 
jazzed with s,°ctacle ads, but British | 
cast leaves marquee barren of! 
magnetism. Fairish $2,500. Last} 
week, ‘Unexpected Father’ (U), was 
yanked sixth day after disappointing 
$2,300. 
Varsity (Noble-NTI) (1,100: 10-20- 
25)—'Blackwell’s Island’ (WB) and 
‘Beauty Asking’ (RKO). All right, 
$1,800. Last week, ‘Clouds Europe’ 





going for Dumas romantics despite | (Col) and ‘Blondie’ (Col), good 
Bronx cheers from cricks. Last week, | $2,500. 
‘Hardy Fever’ (M-G) (2d wk), ex- 
cellent $12,000. 
Senator (Harris) (1,750; 15-25)— 


‘Can’t Have Everything’ (20th) and 
‘True Confession’ (Par) (reissues), 
split with ‘Brimstone’ (M-G) and 
*Room Service’ (RKO). Fair $1,000. 
Last week, ‘Hot Handle’ (M-G) and 
‘Ramona’ (20th), split ‘Theodora 
Wild’ (Col) and ‘Everybody Sing’ 
(M-G), helped by living contest on 


GINGER -KAYE 





stage to $1,500, fair. 

Stanley (WB) (3,600; 25-35-50)— 
‘Each Dawn’ (WB). Plenty of women 
in audience helping this one to 
smash $17,000 and probable hold- 
over at Warner. Last week, ‘Bach- 
elor Mother’ (RKO), built steadily 
after fair opening to good $15,000. 

Warner (WB) (2,000; 25-35-50)— 
‘Bachelor Mother’ (RKO) (2d wk). 
Holdover from Stanley, good for 
substantial $6,000. Last week, ‘Some 
Like Hot’ (Par) and ‘Career’ (RKO), 
fair $4,000. 


BALTO BIZ OFF 
KOKOMO’ N.C. 
4.0 





Baltimore, Aug. 8. 


NEAT 196 


Buffalo, Aug. 8. 
Takings are bumpy here this week, 
the figures ranging from a snappy 
high for ‘Bachelor Mother’ and 
Sammy Kaye’s band at the Buffalo, 
to dismal lows for a couple of duals 

at the Century and Hipp. 
‘Each Dawn I Die’ is 





grosses are mostly droopy. 
Estimates for This Week 
Buffalo (Shea) (3,500; 30-35-55)— 


|‘Bachelor Mother’ (RKO) and 
Sammy Kaye’s orch. Stage band 
giving gross an upbeat, with indi- 


cations for nifty $19,000. Last week, 
‘Hardy Fever’ (M-G), failed to main- 
tain smart starting pace, but came in 
with excellent $15,500. 

Century (Basil-Dipson) (3,000; 15- 





Brace of h.o.s and punchless prod- 
uct having a negative effect on local 
b.o.s here. ‘Andy Hardy Gets 
Spring Fever,’ in its second session 
at Loew’s Century, and repeat of 


week, ‘Boy’s Reformatory’ (Mono) 
|} and ‘Hurricane’ (UA) (reissue), cold 
| opening held business down to $3,000. 

Great Lakes (Shea) (3,000; 30-50) 
—Each Dawn’ (WB). Doing very 
| nicely and will probably nab good 


‘Bachelor Mother’ and vaude at the | $8,500. Last week, ‘Iron Mask’ (UA), 
combo Hipp, are maintaining some | sweet $8,800. 


of the momentum set last week and | 
re- 


holding to continued fairish 


sponse. ° ' ,| Family’ (20th). Not much action, | 
Of new entries, ‘Hotel for Women,’ | probably $4,000, poor. Last week. 
at New, 1s attracting some interest. | ‘Indianapolis Speedway’ (WB) and 
Rest of town uneventful. ; ‘Drummond’ (Par), under $4,500 
Estimates for This Week poor 
Century (Loew’s-UA) (3,000; 15- | Y 
25-40)—‘Hardy Fever’ (M-G) (2d) _<ctoje milion’ 


wk). 


$8,000 indicated. Last week swel 
$13,800. 
Hippodrome (Rappaport) (2,205 


15-25-35-40-55-66 )-—‘Bachelor Mother’ 
(RKO) (2d wk) plus h.o. of vaude 
layout headed by the Diamond Bros, 


Maintaining strong pace at promis 


ing $10,500. Last week strong $13,- 


(2,406; 15- 
Tepid 
going at $4,000. Last week, six days 


200. 
Keith's 
25-35-40) —‘Kokomo’ 


(Schanberger) 
(WB). 


of ‘I Stole a Million’ (U), poor $2,800. 

New (Mechanic) (1,581; 15-25-35- 
55j—Hotel for Women’ (20th). At- 
tracting some interest from daytime 
femme trade and promising fairish 
$5,000. Last week, ‘Frontier Mar- 
shal’ (20th), not quite the film for 


this house and brought in mild $3,600 | 


Holding some of town-leading lit? (u) 
momentum set last week, with nice : 


Hipp (Shea) (2,100; 25-35)— 
‘Frontier Marshal’ (20th) and ‘Jores 


Should garner nearlv $5.000 
1| fair. 
| ‘Missing Men’ (Rep), so-so $4,500. 


OKLA. B. 0. HOLDS UP: 








Oklahoma City, Aug. 8. 
t’s a good b.o. week again locally 
| With ‘Andy Hardy,’ at the Criterion 
holding best pace. 


Estimates for This Week 
Criterion (Stan) (1,500; 25-35-40 
—‘Hardy Fever’ (M-G). 





(WB), good $4,200. 


BUFFS SPOTTY; 


spurting | 
along at a good rate, but elsewhere | 


25)—'Wong’ (Mono) and ‘Exile Ex- | 
press’ (GN). Probably slight im- 
provement to around $3,500. Last 


Last week, ‘Blondie’ (Col) and 


‘HARDY FEVER’ OK 56 


_ PICTURE GROSSES 








Gambler’ (RKO), good $2,500 
Sirength on last half. 

Midwest (Stan) (1,500; 25-35-40)— 
‘Hotel Women’ (20th). Good $3,400. 
Last week, ‘Mikado’ (U), poor $1,100. 

Plaza (Stan) (750; 25-35-40)— 
‘Daughters Courageous’ (WB). Move- 
over, good $1,000. Last week, ‘Sec- 
ond Fiddle’ (20th), good $900. 
| State (Noble) (1,100; 15-20-25)— 
‘Wolf Call’ (Mono) and ‘Mr. Wong’ 
(Mono), split with ‘Clouds Over 
Europe’ (Col) and ‘Outside Walls’ 
(Col) Good $2,300. Last week, 
|‘Mountain Rhythm’ (Rep) and ‘Pa- 
rents Trial’ (Col), split with 
‘Blondie’s Vacation’ (Col) and ‘Or- 
phans Street’ (Rep), nice $2,500. 

Tower ‘Stan) (1,000; 25-35-40)— 
‘Mutiny Bounty’ (M-G), Fair $1,600. 
Last week, “Sun Sets’ (U), $1,300, 
poor, 





Estimates for This Week 6 ] 
(NTI - Noble - Monroe) ’ ; 


VERY BRIGHT 
IN L'VILLE 


Louisville, Aug, 8. 
‘Each Dawn I Die,’ solo, is knock- 
ing ‘em for a loop at the Mary 
Anderson. The James Cagney- 
George Raft opus opened to standees 
and sustained well through the 


weekend. Bumper $7,000 is in sight, 
which assures h.o, ‘Four Feathers,’ 
Loew’s State, making pleasing show- 
ing and, with greater capacity, will 
cop the town’s top gross. Otherwise 
grosses are average or under. 
Summer operetta season is draw- 


‘ing to a close, with Charles Collins 


and Dorothy Stone topping the cast 
in ‘No, No, Nanette.’ Bruce Dudley, 
g.m. of the Louisville Colonels base- 
ball club, is introducing many show- 
manship didoes to pack the stands at 
Parkway Field, including fireworks, 
community sings and amateur nights. 
Fans go for it and turnouts are 
bound to have an adverse effect on 
b.o. grosses, 
Estimates for This Week 

| Brown (Loew’s-Fourth Avenue) 
(1,000: 15-30-40) — ‘Hardy Fever’ 
(M-G) and ‘Clouds Europe’ (Col) (3d 
| wk). H.o. due to booking mixup and 
ino more than $1,400 looked for, 
| weak. Last week same pair rounded 
out fine $2,500 on moveover. 
| Kentucky ‘(Switow) (900; 15-22)— 
“Washington Square’ (20th) and ‘Allen 
| Murder’ (Par). Indicate fair $1,400. 
| Last week, ‘Angels Wings’ (Col) and 
| Like It Hot’ (Par), felt the heat and 
i able to manage only mild $1,300. 

Loew’s State (Loew’s) (3,100; 15- 
130-40)—‘Four Feathers’ (UA) and 
|‘Girls Go Paris’ (Col). English pic 
| well liked by cricks and Technicolor, 
plus plenty of action, is combo which 
is selling local patrons; $8,000, fine. 
|Last week, ‘Winter Carnival’ (UA) 
‘and ‘Blondie’ (Col), made good show- 
ing, everything considered, $6,700. 

Mary Anderson (Libson) (1,000; 
15-30-40) —‘Each Dawn’ (WB). Sur- 
prising everybody with terrific biz. 
| Rapid turnover as single will zoom 
| gross to best proportions in months 
land will land near-record $7,000. 
| ‘Indianapolis Speedway’ 





Last week, 
(WB). medium $3.000. 

Rialto (Fourth Avenue) (3,000; 15- 
30-40)—‘Hotel Women’ (20th) and 
| ‘Quick Millions’ (20th). Lacking 
;marquee strength and general ap- 
| peal not very potent. Indicate $5.000, 
mild. Last week, ‘Bachelor Mother’ 
(RKO) and ‘Saint London’ (RKO), 
healthy $7.200. 

Strand (Fourth Avenue) (1,400; 15- 
30-40 )—‘Career’ (RKO) and ‘Spell- 
binder’ (RKO). No particular 
i draught indicated by this brace of 
pics and returns will probably land 
at $2.800 mark, fair. Last week, 
‘Frontier Marshal’ (20th) and ‘News 
| Made Nicht’ (20th), couldn’t manage 
better than lightweight $2,500. 


FEATHERS’ FLUTTERS 


Ratayette (Hayman) «3300; 25-35)| CINCY FOR $10,500 


(U) and ‘Asked for | 





; Cincinnati, Aug. 8. 

‘Four Feathers’ at the Albee has a 
slight edge over the Palace’s ‘Hotel 
for Women’ for b.o. honors cur- 
rently, Both pics treated to nifty 
advance campaigns and doing okay 
summer biz, especially when con- 
sidering lack of femme appeal by 
‘Feathers’ and absence of stars in 
‘Hotel.’ 

Other new releases, ‘Frontier Mar- 
shal.’ at Keith’s, and ‘Miracles for 
. Sale.’ at Shubert, are so-so. Latter 
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Vallee-‘Desire’ Solid $14,000 


4 


In Mpls.; Opposish Hurting Biz 





Minneapolis, Aug. 8. 

For the first time since it opened 
three weeks ago, the 4,000-seat Min- 
nesota, with its big stage and screen 
shows at 30c top, is having the box- 
Oftice limelight stolen away from it 
currently. Thanks to Rudy Vallee, 
the Orpheum is far out in the lead, 
while the State, propped by ‘Andy 
Hardy Gets Spring Fever,’ looks like 
the runner-up, relegating Gordie 
Greene’s huge deluxer to third place. 

Making his third appearance in 
little more than a year, limited as 
usual to five days because of the 
necessity of returning to New York 
for his radio broadcast, Vallee is 
again greasing the turnstiles. And 
the newest ‘Andy Hardy’ opus also 
is showing considerable prowess and 
lifting the State well up into the 


profit column. 

Outside of ‘The Mikado,’ which 
has reopened the World in lusty 
fashion, it’s ‘also ran’ for the other 
loop contenders. 

The Ringling circus packed ‘em in 
for four performances Thursday and 
Friday (3-4), leaving town with ap- 
proximately $50,000. Ever since it 
opened last Tuesday (1), the roller 
derby at the Auditorium, helped by 
a 15c general ‘introductory admis- 
sion price,’ has been drawing around 


B.0. Hot in Cool 
Omaha; ‘Chips 
Best at $10,500 


-_-- 





Omaha. Aug. 8. 

‘Chips’ is getting most of the blue 
chips in the week's scramble of good 
product. It may be held a second 
stanza, or at least extra days. ‘Each 
Dawn I Die’ is holding its own very 
well at the Brandeis and may also 
hold. 

Comfortable August weather, ex- 
ceptional for here, is helping theatre 
biz generally. 

Estimates for This Week 

Avenue - Dundee - Military (Gold- 
berg) (800-600-950: 10-25 )—‘East Side 
Heaven’ (U) and ‘Wonderful Night’ 
(M-G), dual, split with ‘Spirit 
Culver’ (U) and ‘Society Lawyer’ 
(M-G). Looks like $1,800, good. Last 


week, ‘Dodge City’ (WB) and ‘Lucky 
Night’ (M-G), dual, split with 
‘Mutiny Bounty’ (M-G) (reissue) and 
‘Kid Texas’ (M-G), dual, strong 
$1,900. 


Brandeis (Singer-RKO) (1.250: 10- 
25-35-40)—‘Each Dawn’ (FN) and 
‘Girl Mexico’ (RKO), dual. Aiming 
at $5.000, very nice, and possible 
second stanza Last week, ‘Five Came 
Back’ (RKO) and ‘Blondie’ (Col), 
$5,500, exceptional. 

Omaha (Blank) (2.000: 10-25-40)— 
‘Mr. Chips’ (M-G) and ‘Boy Friend’ 
(20th), dual. Packing them in for 
$10,500, terrific, and possible second 
stanza. Last week, ‘Captain Fury’ 
(UA) and ‘Bridal Suite’ (M-G), dual, 
surprised with $8.000. good. 

Orpheum (Blank) (3.000; 10-25-40) 
—‘Maisie’ (M-G) and ‘Hells Kitchen’ 
(WB), dual. Looks like $9,000, very 


nice. Last week, ‘Naughty, Nice’ 
(WB) and ‘Jones Family’ (20th), 
$8.000, fair. 


Town (Goldberg) (1.250: 10-20-25) 
—‘Western Caravans’ (Col), first-run, 
‘Kid from Kokomo’ (FN) and ‘Blind 
Alley’ (Col), tripler. split with 
‘Panama Patrol’ (FN), _ first-run, 
‘Spirit Culver’ ‘(U) and ‘East Side 
Heaven’ (U), trinpler. Fairish $1,500. 
Last week. ‘Old Caliente’ (Rep), 
‘Big Town Czar’ (U). first-runs, and 
‘Family Next Door’ (U). tripler. split 
with ‘Dodge City’ (WB) and ‘Night 
of Mystery’ (Par), dual, $1.700, good. 








| Same 


Courageous’ (WB) (2d run), sad 
$3,500. 
Family (RKO) (1.000: 15-25)— 


‘Wolf Call’ (Mono) and ‘Streets New 
York’ (Mono), sipit. All right $1,900. 
last week 
Secrets’ (Par), ‘Saint in London’ 
(RKO), ‘Heritage of Desert’ (Par), 


singly. 

Keith’s (Libson) (1.500; 35-42)— 
| ‘Frontier Marshal’ (20th). Missing 
,bull’s eve at $3,000. Last week, 
‘Blondie’ (Col). nice $4.700. 

Lyric (RKO) = (1.400; 25-40)— 
| ‘Hardy Fever’ (M-G), (2d run). 


| Okay $4,000. Last week. ‘Man God- 


with ‘Grand Jury | 


Others average, or slightly better. 


Nice $4.800. 
|Last week, ‘Daughters Courageous’ 


; house reopened this week for several | frey’ (U) and ‘Dark House’ «U), (re- 
weeks of cinema before going vaude- | issues), six days. no dice at $2,500. 


film for its regular season policy. Palace (RKO) (2.600: 35-42)— 
| Estimates for This Week ‘Hotel for Women’ (20th). Given 
) Aibee ‘RKO) (3,300; _35-42)— | swell advance campaign, including 
‘Four Feathers’ (UA). Puffed with | additional ad space and news tie- 


extra ads and press blurbs and, for} ups on Linda 


paige | Uf Darnell. new screen 
first time locally, use of two-color | discovery. 


Okay $10,000 in view of 


in spite of pleasing comment from! Liberty (Stan) (1,200; 15-20-25)— displays in daiiies. Fairly good | lack of marque nomes st Ww 

po Tag P | ‘Frontier Marshall’ (20th) and ‘Grand | $10.500. Last week, ‘Tachales | “Hardy Sever’ (MG) (2d wk Mg 
Stanley (WB) (3,280: 15-25-35-40- Jury Secrets’ (Par), split with ‘In- | Mother’ «RKO), eight days, big | $8,500 after smash $15,000 for first 

55)—‘Magnificent Fraud’ (Par). Not side Information’ (U) and Sorority $15,000. week. 

catching on at n.g. $3,500. Last House’ (RKO), nice $2,700. Last Capitol (RKO) (2,000; 35-42)— Shubert (RKO) (2,°°0: 35-42)— 

week, second of ‘Daughters Coura- | week, ‘Allen Murder’ (Par) and ‘Bachelor Mother’ (RKO), Moveover | ‘Miracles for Sale’ «M-G). Initial 

geous’ (WB), added $5,900 to bullish ‘Nancy Drew’ (WB), split with from Albee for second week. Toler- | week after summer shuttering. N. g 

opening round to $13,300. ‘Island Lost Men’ (Par) and ‘Girl able $4,500. Last week, ‘Daughters ! $3.500 = 


$10,000 every night. The Minnee 
apolis American Association bece- 
ball team, fighting for first place. je 
pulling from 5,000 to 10,000 on nizhis 
and Sunday. A municipal park 
board ‘rose festival’ and children’s 
show, attracted 7,000. The Ameri. 
can Legion state convention is hay- 
ing day and night parades and w.}} 
stage its Own show in the U. cf 
Minnesota Stadium tonight :8). 
Estimates for This Week 

Aster (Par-Singer) (900: 15-25) 
‘Ex-Champ’ (U) and ‘Parents Tria)’ 
(Col), dual first-runs. In for six 
days. Looks like mild $1,500. Last 
week, ‘Missing Daughters’ (Co}) and 
‘News Made Night’ (20th), dua) 
first-runs, split with ‘Waterfront 
(WB) and ‘Trapped Sky’ ‘Co}). alse 
dual first-runs. $1,700, pretty good. 

Century (Par-Singer) (1,600: 25. 
35-40)—Unexpected Father’ «U). 
Swept under by tough opposition 
and hardly getting a gander. ‘Baby 
Sandy’ apparently no b.o. yet. de- 
spite fine impression in ‘East Side of 
Heaven.’ Poor $2,000 in prosnect. 
Last week, ‘Second Fiddle’ «20ih) 
(2d_ wk), light $3,500 after good 
$6,500 first week at State. 

Gopher (Par-Singer) (1,600: 25-35- 
40)—'Magnificent Fraud’ (Par). Not 
making much of a boxoffice dent in 
the face of heavy handicaps. Mixed 
opinions regarding its merits. Light 
$2,000 indicated. Last week, ‘Five 
Came Back’ (RKO), $3.400, good. 

Granada (Par) (900: 25-35)—~ 
‘Juarez’ (WB) split with ‘Man About 
Town’ (Par). First nabe showing, 
satisfactory $2,200 in prospect. Last 
week, ‘Young Mr. Lincoln’ (20th) 
split with ‘Susannah’ (20th), $1,500, 
light. 

Minnesota (Mpis. Co.) (4.000: 15- 
30)—‘She Married a Cop’ (Rep) and 
Harry Savoy and revue on stage. 
Putting up strong battle in face of 
heaviest counter attractions 


. since 
opening three weeks ago. Hurt by 
Vallee, circus, roller derby and 


Legion show. Stretching toward fzir 
$6,500, with regular Tuesday night 
personal appearance of ‘Dr. I. Q.’ a 
factor in the take. Last week, ‘Wo- 
man Doctor’ (Rep) and stage show 
$8,200, good. 

Orpheum (Par-Singer) (2.800: 35- 
40-55) —‘Stronger Desire’ (M-G) and 
Rudy Vatlee and revue on siage. 
Vallee an ace draw here. Engayge- 
ment limited toa five days. as usual, 
to permit his return to New York 
for radio broadcast. Considering de- 
pression, the fact That this is Rudy's 
third visit in little more than year 
and heavy opposition all along the 
line, indicated $14,000 for five Gzys 
is good, but short of neariv $20.600 
last season. Last week, ‘Winter Car- 
nival’ (UA), $3,500, poor. 


, 


State (Par-Singer) (2.300: 25-35- 
40)—‘Hardy Fever’ (M-G) Plenty 
of raves for this one and looks 
like series’ best b.o. bet. Geiting 





especially heavy matinee play, but 
doing well enough at night, too. Wil) 
move over to Century for a second 
‘downtown week after eight dave 
here. Headed for big $9.000. Last 
week, ‘Borrowed Time’ (M-G), $4.00 
for six days, poor. 

Time (Gilman) (250: 25-35)—‘Cav- 
alcade’ (20th) (reissue). Traveling 
at good $900 clip. Last week. ‘Eagle 
and Hawk’ (Par) (reissue) (3d wk) 
good $700 after nearly $2,500 initial 





fortnight. 

World (Steffes) (350: 25-35-40-55) 
‘Mikado’ (U). Built to order for 
this house with its carriage trade 
clientele and should run a month. or 
longer, Big $2,500 indicated 


“HARDY’S FEVER’ HITS 
$9,700, INDIANAPOLIS 


Indianapolis, Aug. ? 

‘Andy Hardy Gets Spriny Fever.’ 
|dualled at Loew’s with ‘They All 
|Come Out,’ is getting top gross of 
| the week. The Circle, with ‘Hotel 
| for Women’ and ‘Frontier Marshal.’ 
jis also on the profit side of the 
| ledger, although considerably behind 
the Hardy pic. ‘Bachelor Mother 
and ‘Career’ are managing an even 
break at the Apollo on their held- 
over session. 

With both the downtown Lyric 
;and Indiana closed at present, the 
neighborhood houses are ygetiing 
| more benefit than the first-run spots. 

Estimates for This Week 

| Apollo (Katz-Dolle) (1,100; 25-36- 
| 40)—‘Bachelor Mother’ (RKO) ind 
| ‘Career’ (RKO). Moved over from 
ithe Circle for a second week and 
|getting by at $2,900. Last week, 
| ‘Magnificent Fraud’ (Par) and ‘Nil- 
,lion Dollar Legs’ (Par) finished #t 
| mild $2,600. 

| Circle 








(Katz-Dolle) (2,600: 25-30- 
40)—‘Hotel for Women’ (20th) end 
| ‘Frontier Marshal’ (20th). National 


assist ads on former pic helped to 
reach comfortable margin of black 
, figures at $6,300. Last weck. ‘Bache- 
lor Mother’ (RKO) and ‘Career’ 
| (RKO), $7,100, okay. 

Loew's (Loew’s) (2,400; 25-30-40) 
—‘Hardy Fever’ (M-G) and ‘All 
;Come Out’ (M-G)._ Better than 
previous Hardy at $9,700, dandy. Las! 
week, ‘Borrowed Time’ (M-G) en: 
‘Girls to Paris’ (Col), $8,700, goos 
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Films Council Favors Financial Aid 


For Brit. Prod.; Would Set Up Bank 


London, Aug. 1, 
Setting up a film bank or similar 
organization that would act as link 


between the studios and the ‘City’ 


(financial district) is favored in first 


the Films Council, issued 


Council was established 


report of 
last 
bv the government to assist Board of 


week 


Trade in operating last year’s new | 


quota laws, and sees some form of 


financial encouragement for British | 


producers as highly advisable. Pres- 
ent chaotic position of the industry, 
it asserts, is directly due, not to the 


1938 Act, but to withdrawal of back- | 


ing following the collapse a year or 


two earlier. | 
Council, whose report embodies 
recommendations to the Board of 


Trade 
of the new 
ion of cooperative booking, on lines 
of John Maxwell's propounded plan. 
Matter was delegated to it by the 
Board following appeals from. the 


exhibs, but in the tinal analysis the | 


Council found itself split two ways 
on the issue, and so was unable to 
make any final recommendation, 
Distribs Favored 

Major point of trade interest is the 
suggestion on quotas, and while it 
was known the panel was against 
upping the exhibs’ share beyond the 
scale laid down in the act, it’s re- 
lief to the distribs to find an indica- 


tion that similar treatment will be 
urged as regards their commitment. 
In only one. direction is any 


amendment of the act suggested and , 


this is a matter rather of clearing 
away a puzzle. As the act is worded 
distrib sure, under the mul- 
tiple quota provisions, 


are not 


must supply an actual footage equal 


to half of their commitment or equal 


to half the amount in effect regis- 
tered. Proposal is that this section 
of the act be clarified to establish 


that the footage to be produced phy- 
shall be at least equivalent 
amount registerable. 


sically 
to the 
Problem Not Easily Solved 
Novelty of the 1938 Act was power 
conferred on the Council of viewing 
product that fell short of the cost 
provisions, with a view of approving 
it for quota certificates or otherwise. 
Report admits this presents a prob- 
lem not solved Panel re- 
jected feature submitted— 
thought to have totalled around 18- 
but certain of them have 
since proved their merit at the box- 


easily 


every SO 


confesses 


oftice Snag. as it sees it, is diffi- 
culty of determining what consti- 
tutes ‘special value for purposes of 
entertainment’ a tipulated in the 
law 

Council states it’s still reviewing 
claims from producers of shorts for 
cost clause legislation similar to that 
for feature Situation is rendered 
difficult by split among producers 
themselves, with makers of more ex- 


pensive films opposed to those who 
shoot quickies, latter claiming a cost 
clause would put a stopper to them 
Panel’ 


view is it carmot be expected 
to urge legislation until the two 
sides approach a common front 

. . 


Odeon Seen Securing 
London Chain’s Contro! 


Lo 10 Aug l 

Odeo I i l likely » con 
p ly ibsorb— the Counts circult, 
v se gperation it ha controlled 
for several vea Latter group 


own entity and pe 
Deutsch 
though as re- 
understand- 


sonnel after O 
major interest 


Zards booking. a 


took the 


close 
Ing was always maintained between 
it and Odeon. 

Proposal is for all County halls 
to be aligned with the Odeons on an 
€qual basis. and around end of next 
month they will have been com- 
pletely swallowed by the major or- 
ganization. Whether this means let- 
ting staff is yet d 


out dis- 
clos 


ed 


anv of not 


Dunlap Back to B. A. 


Stuart Dunlap. Metro's 
Manager in South America, 


general 


sailed 


for Buenos Aires Friday (4) after 
about two weeks in New York. 

He came up for homeoffice hud- 
lies and conferences with Arthur 
M. Loew, head of the foreign de- 


as result of close observations | 
act, also passes on ques- | 


whether they | 





So 


+ 





Stewart, Rooney Soar 
To Holy Land Popularity 


Jerusalem, July 25. 
James Stewart and Mickey Rooney 
have taken sudden popu- 
larity in Holy Land film houses. ‘Of 


spurts to 


Human Hearts’ (M-G) and ‘Viva- 
cious Lady’ (RKO) played in com- 
petitive houses and in Tel Aviy 
‘Shopworn Angel’ (M-G) drew 


capacity crowds, putting Stewart up 
with Robert Taylor as a Holy Land 
| favorite. 


Rooney went to town with the 
first of the Hardy pictures, ‘Judge 
Hardy's 


Children’ (M-G)., 


DIE PLAY NG. 
AS MALVERN 
OPENER 


London, Aug. 8. 
James H. Bridie’s ‘What Say They’ 
| was a poor choice to open the Mal- 
vern Festival legit schedule here last 
| night (Monday). Labelled a thriller- 
| fantasy and set to 
| ground, Bridie’s 


a Scottish back- 
is burdened 
and 


It'll need considerable revision 


work 
by an unsatisfactory cast pooi 
pace. 
before it can hope for commercial 
presentation. 

Five more plays are to be 
preemed at the Festival, 
opened yesterday (Monday ) 
tinues till Sept. 7. 


wv O!l ld- 
which 
and con- 


George Bernard 


Shaw's ‘In Good King Charles 
Golden Days, which deals’ with 
Charles II, and S. I. Hsiung’s ‘Pro- 
fessor from Pekin’ are among the 
i future preems. 


War Scare Halts Push 


For London Sun. Shows 


London, Julv 29 
London managers will 
} . 
vive 


shows. 


theatre 
their 


but not ti 


campaign for Sunday 
! 
g 
over Film theatres have 
operated for years in the capital 


a seven-day schedule, 


| Europe has gotten 


the jitters. 


but while 





legit showed readiness to put up 
with that inequality, | rh 
mad because BBC’s television serv- 
) respecte of days ind ) 

Q ima OVe the » yal! ) 
hindra 

Thea Mat Ass ere- 
lore ra ” to go Oo town on 
Issue, arguin 2m \- 
ernment servic to no i 
striction. the same condition should 
go for its members. Also stab bacl 


at BRC with the argument that 


the government is in show busine 
it should compensate the industry 
yr lo f ) vi] " Sidi ze 
» p at 
If ca ya 1 S to vO piace , 
mé r repeal or amen i 
Ol 1 atutes DY p ) 
, atior That 
1 Wa S wn 
ata amen 
A red the ~ 
() Act o 1700 


Greenwood-‘Letty’ 


Okay in Brisbane 
Brisbane, July 14 
Charlotte Greenwood pull 
trade fo Williamson-Tait Wilh 
‘Leaning On Letty’ on limited run 
Moves into Sydney next for W-T 


U. S. Film Hits in Nippon 


Tokyo Tulvy i) 
oT P I-G) and ‘H 
UA) i < y Dig ) 
in Japa slong with ‘Marco Polo 
(UA). 
Hollywood, Aug. 8 


Universal's business is ‘normal it 
Japan and only slightly off in China. 
in spite of the war.” according to Al 
Duff. manager for U in the Far East 

Duff is stopping here for a week 

{on a W rid t 


yur, 


Sydney, July 19. 

Upon his retirement, Sir Victor 
Wilson, prez of the Motion Picture 
Producers Assn., was asked to stay 
with the organization as an advisor 
and accepted. 
reported to have suggested to home 
members of the MPDA that Wil- 
services be retained. 

Here McIntyre is acting chairman 
pending selection of Wilson's 
cessor, 


sOn 5 


suc- 


Latin America Eyed 
By Metro and UA 


For Theatre Expansion 


In line with the general trend of 


American picture companies. ex- 
panding their theatre interests in 
Latin America, United Artists and 


Metro recently have made bids for | 


theatre interests in Brazil and the 
Argentine. 

Principal reason last week for the 
plane trip of Walter Gould, of UA, 
to South America was to secure a 
financial interest in four first-run 
theatres in Sao Paulo, Brazil. The 
deal did not call for UA’s controlling 
in*erest. Sao Paulo, second largest 
city in Brazil is largel, sewed up by 
the Serrador chain of 28 houses. 

Sam N. Burger, Metro homeoffice 
representative, in New York cur- 
rently after a swing through Latin- 


American countries and South 
Africa, has indicated that Metro is 
considering construction of four | 


cinemas in the Argentine. 


AUSSIE PICTURE BIZ 





OFF; “NAZI SPY’ BIG. 


Sydney, July 14 


‘Nazi Spy’ (WB) is. sensational 
here ‘Midnight’ (Par) is another 
to hit unexpectedly high b.o. ‘Bell’ 
(20th) is doubtful; ‘Mikado’ (U) 
wound up after five weeks: ‘Dodge 
City’ (WB) opened strongly and 


looks set; ‘Trouble Brewing’ (BEF) 


is a British comedy click; ‘Love Af- | 


fair’ (RKO) is in 


for femme try; last year. 
‘Jesse James’ (20th) skidded on sec-| In making his six-month study, 
ond stanza at Regent, but is now! Golden enumerated individual fea- | 
uptown on further try. ‘Pygmalion’ | tures. Previously, the Government 
‘GB) is due to quit after 30 weeks.) Jumped all footage, although occa- 
‘Broadway Serenade’ (M-G) pre-' sionally shorts were segregated in 


mieres 


School’ 


shortly, 

(M-G). 

Flu Hits Melbourne 
Melbourne, July 14. 


as does 


‘Dramatic 


Flu outbreak is costing all man- 
agements plenty. Best trade is be- 
ing gotten with ‘Dawn Patrol 
(WB) ‘Trouble Brewing’ (BEF) 
looks okay for British trade. ‘Trade 
W is’ (UA), ‘Three Musketeers’ 
(20th), ‘Midnight’ (Par), ‘Sgt. Mad- 

M-G), ‘Lady Vanishes’ (GB), 
‘On Trial” (WB), ‘Man to Remem- 
er’ (RKO), ‘Great Waltz’ (M-G), 
Little Tough Guys in Society’ (U), 
1nd ‘Service De Luxe’ (U) are do- 

12 lalr, 


Auckland Buffed by Cold 
Auckland, N. Z., July 14. 
Bitterly cold weather easing pic 
ide throughout the principal cities 


f the Dominion. Marquees strong, 

iowever, with ‘3 Smart Girls’ (U), 

‘Sweethearts’ (M-G), ‘Jesse James’ 

(20th) ‘St Louis Blues’ (Par), 

Gre Waliz’ (M-G), ‘Pyg’ (GB), 

Top Takes Trip’ (UA), ‘Stolen 
Pal ) and ‘Citadel (M-G) 


Suspend Mex Actress 


Mexico City, Aug. 8 

Maria Teresa Montoya, ace Mex 
an actre is banned from working 
theatre in this country foi 


month 


the national 


hree Penalty, 
actors’ 
a Jike ban against the actress playing 
in any made-in-Mexico pictures, put 
ito effect recently by the national 
workers assn., because La Mon- 
va did some work for the Rodriguez 


imposed by 


union, backs up 


pie 


Bros., owners of a cinema circuit out 
yf favor with the picture organiza- 
mn 
Actors imposed the bat the re- 


quest of the film mer 
Ice Show Hot in Aussie 
Melbourne, July 17. 
Tom Arnold’s ice show has clicked 
big for Williamson-Tait at His Ma)- 


esty’s. It’s the only real legit smash, 
outside of ‘The Women,’ to be 
spotted here this year. 

Phil Taylor is featured 


INTERNATIONAL _ 


Cuble 
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_ Wilson Advises MPDA | Arperican Firms Denied Reduction 


~ [n25% Rejection Right of Exhibs In 
N.S. Wales as Film Body OK’s Pact 


The Hays office is’ 


| 


| 
| 





Producers’ No-Pay Beef 


+ 


For Rentals at N.Y. Fair 


London, July 29. 
U. K. shorts producers are squawk- 
ing because promoters of film shows 
in the British Pavilion at the New 
| York World’s Fair are paying prac- 
tically nothing for the privilege. 
Programs are hired by a joint 
| committee of the British Council 
and the Travel and Development 
| Assn., whose regular policy is to 
pay merely the print cost, relying 
maybe on the producer’s patriotic 
zeal or on the belief he will get 
good publicity. 


U. S. INT'L FIELD 
GOVT 
——-FINDS 


Washington, Aug. 8. 
International film market bogged 
| down some more during the first half 
jof 1939, according to Nathan D. 
| Golden, chief of the Commerce De- 
partment picture section. 
were off over 20,000,000 feet. 
| Check showed foreigners took only 
| 79,402,568 feet, against 97,473,313 feet 
for the same part of 1938. The raw- 


Exports 








Sydney. Aug. 8 
Standard form of contract for New 


South Wales exhibitors, which be- 
comes operative Aug. 14, has been 
fixed, with no reduction from the 


25% rejection on American product 
as originally outlined by the govern- 
ment. Also the 242% local quota 
remains and there has been no dis- 


turbing the New South Wales gov- 
ernmental proviso forcing each exhib 
to make up his annual program with 
at least 15% British films. 

All three were approved by the 
Films Commission despite strenuous 
efforts of U. S. distributors to have 
the rejection clause trimmed to 12!»- 
15% Also agreed on were no more 
triple bills, with exhibs and distribs 
having equal rights in the formation 
of all contracts, while all disputes 
must be settled by independent ar- 
bitration. Should exhibitors agree 
that lower rejection rights be per- 
mitted American distributors, it is 
believed that approval might be 
given by the commission. 

U. S. distribs threaten to cut down 
on features to New South Wales if 
the 25% clause sticks, and indicate 


there would be a reduction of ex- 
change staffs in keeping with the 
slash. 

Yanks to Fight 

American distributors in New 
York admit they would contest a 
5% rejection clause in New South 
| Wales. It’s regarded here as unfair, 
particularly after the 2%’ home 
quota clause and_ stipulation § that 
each exhibitor must play 15% of 


stock value this year was $1,724,237, | 


a drop of almost $500,000. Of the 
total sales, positives measured 75,- 


734.690 feet. There was a 


smaller | 


| drop in negatives, so the originals, | : : 
are more interested in reports from 


amounting to 3.667.878 feet, were 
worth $155,515, or only $5,000 under 


particular reports. 

10,438 positives and 
running 4,000 feet o1 
best market this 
Britain, was much cooler. 
Though still in front, the United 
Kingdom took 4,874,445 feet, 
representing a raw-stock vaiue of 
$136,699, against 7.746.403 feet worth 


The count 
515 
more, 


Was 
negatives 


America’s 
Great 


year, 


only 


$214,860 last vea Brazil bounced 
toward the top. consuming 6,694,070 
feet worth $135,448, being second on 
a dollar basis as against fourth last 
annum. Shipments to Argentina and 
Mexico, measured by footage, were 
off. 


The sales of 35 mm. films 
the 16 


also went 
mm. increased. 
56,651,162 feet of standard in 
64,227,616 last year. The 
estimated to be 
Footage of minia- 
28,353,321 


down, but 
| Only 
contrast to 
1939 expt were 
worth $506,526. 


tures was somewhat better 
feet against 28.018.064. The standard- 
sized negatives went up, reaching 


23,272,019 feet, a rise of nearly 6,- 
000,000 feet 
Sound svstem sales also were off 


Only $515,529 worth of echoing ma- 
chinery wa hipped out, a drop of 
$285,000 unde: 1938 Recording 
-quipment sales stood up better, be- 
| ing $102,119, a decline of only $23,500 
Slight gain in sales of standard pro- 
jecto! with foreigner! buying 596 
machine worth $194.95] Last yeal 
they took 516 with value of $171,908 


‘ 


FRENCH M. P. CORP.’S 
REORG PLAN OK’D 


Federal Judge William Bondy in 
N. Y. has approved the French 
Motion Picture Corp.’s application 
for confirmation of its plan of re- 
organizatio! As there was no op- 
position, and as 68% of all credito1 
have approved the plan, the judge 


signed the O.K., 
John 4 
turns 
with 
season. 
The plan 


for the pa 


Tapernoux, president, re- 
Europe in two weeks 
pictures for the new 


from 


several 


of reorganization calls 
yment of 15% to unse- 
cured creditors, and payment in full 


to all o ‘r creditor 


British product. They would resist, 
too, because if the standard cont .ct 
sticks it would be sought in other 
states of Australia. 
Currently, U. S. film companies 
Sydney that the Stevens government 
has been swept out of office in New 
South Wales. They see in this shi't 


;} a chance for more leniency towar: 


the picture industry there, especia! 


| towards foreign distributors, because 


of Premier Stevens’ 
American companies 
New South Wales 


opposition to 
operating in 
Their attitude is 


| that a change in government mizht 
i halt intrusion in film industry af- 
fairs. 

Catch is, however, the chance that 


, 
J. T. Lang, head of the Labor 
may be swept into office. 


Party = 


Lang long 


has been regarded by American 
companies as bitter a foe of U. S. 
film business. He previously had 
run-ins with American distribs 

Also significant was the import- 


ance attached to the visit of A. H. K. 
Weir, secretary of New South Wales 
Theatres and the Films Commission, 
to New York 


last week. His pres- 
ence was rated so important that 
Frederick L. Herron, head of the 


Hays office foreign department, came 
to New York from his vacation in 
Connecticut to huddle with him 
Thursday (3). Weir arrived in U. S. 


from London. He’s studying condi- 
tio: in the American film business 
and will visit Hollywood beltore re- 


turning to Sydney. 


S. Australia Wants 25 Law 
Adelaide, July 18 
South Australian exhib 1 
yressuring tl over! t , 
nonths to bi about Ik ‘ 
id them to 1 1 Zo t of 
ejection on U. S. product. Brit $ 
ould also lil to extend Ie i 
favor , comp ! ylayvir f B 
h product lar to t t 
in New South Wal 
However, politicians are biding 
time to see whether rulings brot t 
in by the Stevens government will 
preve successful, and what terms 
will be settled by Films Comm: n, 





before going ahead on legi 
Believed, however, that government 
will play to the exhibs’ pressure be- 

fore very long 
Queensland After Legislation 
Brisbane, July 18 


1 1 


Exhibs here w quick legislation 


| action to provide for U. S. rejection 


rights on lines 
in New South 


ruling is also 


set by it 
Wales. A general 
being sought on a 
standard form of contract British 
pressure is on, too, for a compulsory 
product screening 

Queensland 


let 
I f 


POV2] 
POV2I 





government is be- 


1 lending a favorable ea 
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VARIETY Mcccolemetta 


“I whole-heartedly commend Para- 
mount for having produced such a 
wholesome red-blooded picture.” 


‘fe. RALPH L. CARR 
et é Governor of Colorado 
| | “TI consider ‘OUR LEADING CITIZEN’ 


one of the best pictures I have ever 
seen on the screen. Many of the people 
who saw the picture with me expressed 


the same view.” | 
7 see ~=CE. P. CAR VILLE | 
atte 9 Governor of Nevada : 


“This film is a powerful and stirring 
drama which emphasizes the impor- | 
tance of preserving the fundamentals 


* and ideals of our American way of liv- | 

i | ing. It should be seen by every citizen.” | 
. ‘M@s HENRY HORNER 
, . | - ge Governor of Illinois | 

“Tt should be seen by every citizen of 


: | ' the United States. I cannot commend 
| | it too highly to the public.” 
ail 7 | @42\ NELS H. SMITH 
A | ee a, Governor of Wyoming 
: ds ae r : : . 
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“A swell show — a great picture. Will 
do a lot of good.” 


PAYNE H. RATNER 


Governor of Kansas 





“Appealed to me more than any picture 
of recent time. So human — so real.” 


BELLE REEVES 


Secretary of State 
State of Washington 
Acting for Governor Martin 





“A very interesting picture.” 


HARLAN BUSHFIELD 
Governor of South Dakota 





JOHN MOSES 
Governor of North Dakota 





“Highly constructive as well as delight- 
fully entertaining.” 


ROY L. COCHRAN 
Governor of Nebraska 





‘Demand Paramount’s 


/ 


é 




















ure Never Received Comments 
om People Like These Before! 


“A splendid picture, well acted. A great 
emotional moral picture. Should 
meet with the approval of every right- 
thinking citizen.” 


Mh RICHARD C. MCMULLEN 
Governor of Delaware 





“In my opinion, the characterization of 
Bob Burns in this picture is his best.” 


CARL E. BAILEY 
Governor of Arkansas 





“A powerful picture. Any wage earner 
who sees it cannot help but be a bet- 
ter citizen for having seen it.” 


A. J. BOURBON 


A cting Executive 
Secretary for Herbert R. O’Conor, 
Governor of Maryland 





“OUR LEADING CITIZEN’ is a fine 
and enjoyable picture.” 


M. C. TOWNSEND 
Governor of Indiana 





ntertainment...a glorious screen achievement! 
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-__ — as ——— = 
| | 
ae : Paul Harvey is the suave, conniving : 
ae : l 
IN NAME ONLY (LADYOFTHETROPICS| Miniature Reviews | ravudisi’3, “ute migsfagee'vtg| Mutiny on the Blackhawk 
RKO release of George Haight produc- (WITH SONG} Walker contributes several neat com- Universal release of Ben Pivar prowdue- 
tion, Stars Carole Lombard, Cary Grant, | Hollywood, Aug. 4. . : edy episodes. Donnie Dunagan looms a ee Eeness Aree, Any b vine; 
— oe a — Coburn, | Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer release of Sam ‘In Name Only’ (RKO). Sock as a juvenile kid find. Support is repent i Chedeae Cabadune. tee Moore, 
meng On gg Rita wena Ror sggs ome bie ig ae Zimbalist preduction. Stars Robert Taylor romantic drama, aid-Jd by Lom- headed by Elizabeth Risdon, Vir- he Bichess ia Mietenene ume rites 
John Cromwell. From novel by Bessie on ey See Ee mete comaee, bard-Grant-Francis names. ginia Brissac, William Lundigan and | story idea A pen, ever: camera Join 
Breuer; adaptation, Richard Sherman; esli- | (corse Folsey; editor, Elmo Veron; song, ‘Lady of the Tropics’ (M-G). Joseph Downing. ee il Reg ‘Se aR week Aug. 2, ‘39, 
tor, William Hamilton; photography, J. Roy | phi; Ohman and Foster Carling. Previewed Mediocre and stagey romance of Lionel Houser and Harold Buch- | ~ . , SERN Be 
Hurt, At R. c. Music Hall, N. Y., week | 4+ Grauman‘s Chinese, Aug. 3, ‘39. Run- Me ai é G stags man have done well with the story Capt. Robert Lawrence...... Richard Arlen 
Aug. 3, °39. Running time, 94 MINS, ning time, 91 MINS. Indo-China but stars should pull ingredients dialog being trim and Mae ed Collins..... eenwensne.s Aho ly Devine 
os ‘ar ) i o : ® y yd ; TOM. wee ee vcccscece eeeee CONStTUN Mow 
Julie meen angen ecveececeese Carole Lomt ard | ill Carey....ceecces weceeee- Robert Taylor it through. likely. Harold Youne directed with | capiain...2.2: oe neice v1 ere 
_— “= a seoney eesee eeeberer - ty Rene ! Manon DeVargnes.. ooeee, . coated Magen a ‘Night Work’ (Par). Mary Bo- | finesse on this rather trite yarn Wear. | Mate.......... seteeceseass hau Winn ry 
als alike eereeeeee eereeee ' « cis *ierre elareoc seenesen CORR sc dir; t : a . : ' 5 a =. 3. 
Mr. Walker ..... Sebesbannens Charles Coburn | Ferre Delarc 7 ge gy seem land and Charlie Ruggles to- - — Makan Tete ooseoees tents sss sens Mala 
del : MING... cccceenens seeceeees Glorii rt 7 ; ; Sai ; eepeeet ds nS ictiass ceomnes tl 
eon each Kathar ae aes - \ = Father Antoine.,... eocesee- Ernest Cossart gether again. Moderate offering ere 90066640 000000% Sa nai 4 A te 
ait Se ee | eeeenee é 4) é anaer , , ary “I: or ‘ é 
Dr. Gateson eee dumethan Bale | ET UeeR, -ns+ve0es,. 9 Tee Se, | «(See _tnmliy beds. IN OLD MONTEREY [tv's seacdienesscrsss DEM #5 
: lal il Scrahalaalaliage ee ahs ‘© | Alfred Z, Harrison.....- *s »wbridge ‘ = Kit Cavson..... Coe Cee renoenes Richard Li 
a er a te heed °* mgt ae Colonel Demassey.......Frederick Worlock ; The Forgotten Woman’ (U). (WITH SONGS) REE Cocceccce eM ae pr epee 
SEs HOME sronseracess css Somer | RMON rs sbess iecebeaeunes Vaul Poveasi | Sigrid Gurie surmounts the trite Sentees Gee at hrmced Gihcstes | O0h: CREM. +50; Giese Gea 
Gardner viceehencnpabangabaates tr Spencer HP cates Madame Kye ssneees eanae margaret Padule melodramatic story. A double- | production. Stars Gene Autry; feitures oa — ee ses. —, Moore 
ontess CrICDi.ccccceces - ; i g a ; smiley Burnette. Directed <- Jose:b ‘ool Seeserseecace SrTTrre oulger 
‘In N Oo ly’ will oot mex i Mrs. Hazlitt..............Natalie Moorhead -—<e — ‘iis 0 ane. 8 ssanaien, fannie pF gy can. ¢ neral Romerod..ccccese: Francisco Maran 
n Name Only wi aximum | n Monterey (hep), Gene rell McGowan ani Stuart McGowan; | (ihS0Rerecrrcscccecceseeess teddy Waller 
playing time ~ the _— dating the | ‘Lady of the Tropics’ is Naty La Autry westerner must depend on original, omen see George Sherman; PON an 60.405:6000040500 scene a weE Mamo Clark 
country offers, being a late summer marr’s second American production. eamera, Ernest Miller; editor, Edward : 
“pes 7 t star to get by. For the duals. : aga ET o- a - an: r 
release that has all the elements of As such, it’s an item of importance ‘Cowboy Quarterback’ (WB) ant sone, Bone Aas <; by or =a on Pag et Mn yy -~ Andy Devine 
audience appeal, together with three to the trade and audiences for com- : : Waiter Donaldson, Bob Nolan, Fred Rose. - starred in this saga of the 


star names in Carole Lombard, Cary 
Grant and Kay Francis as sirong 
convincers. Where played, it will 
carry the full burden of responsi- 
bility and shoulder it. 

A novel by Bessie Breuer, ‘Mem- 
ory of Love,’ forms the basis for the 
wholly capable production turned! 
out by George Haight from Richard 
Sherman’s fine adaptation. The story 
is a romantic drama of a familiar 
but highly poignant brand, relieved 
by smart comedy lines and touches. 
It is sophisticated, adult material 
which has been handled in a very 
intelligent manner and, among iis 
attributes, enjoys suspense up to the! 
final footage. 


Many happy elements combine to 
make this one of the best pictures 
of the year, not the least of these 
being Haight’s superior production, 
the inspired direction of John Crom- 
well, Sherman's trenchant dialog and 
the performances of a skilled cast. 
The meat of the love story, with iis 
attendant drama and tension, its ten- 
derer love passages and blase quali- 
ties, has an important complement 
in the wholly natural but swank com- 
edy touches, supplied both by dialog 
and action. 


An even pace is set all the dis- 
tance, with no particular hurry sug- 
gested, although there is much to- 
do while the 94 minutes unreel. The 
ending, however, is more abrupt 
than is looked for, in view of the 
pace established by deliberately 
well-planned direction and script, 
with Cary Grant left on a hospital 
bed to recover, according to all ex- 
pectations, 


Story plays Grant in a dibhern | 
vein against the knowledge that Miss 
Francis nabbed him as one does a 
mackerel, with the action at times 
appearing to make Grant somewhat | 
unreasonable in his bitterness about | 
the whole thing. This reflects also} 
in his attitude toward his parents, 


The difficulty of breaking up the} 
fortune-hunting marriage so that | 
Grant and Miss Lombard may get} 
hitched, carries the film through the | 
majority of its running time. While | 
intriguing the interest at every turn, | 
maintaining a good grip on audience | 
appreciation, the failure of a better 
showdown concerning the marriage 
or a divorce cannot be ignored. In 
the steering of the story, however, | 
Cromwell has made every situation | 
as believable as could be accom- 
plished in order to sustain the dra- 
matic undercurrent, strife and the | 
beleaguered romance which has de- | 
veloped. The strokes by which the 
decks are cleared for consummation 
of this romance are deft, careful, 
well-timed and highly effective for 
the purposes of the finish. 

Grant and Miss Lombard emerge | 
highly jmpressive. Grant figures in 
some of the comedy relief but Miss | 
Lombard is almost entirely on the | 











| 
| 
| 





romantic drama side, turning in a 
fine performance. 
As the mercenary wife, Miss 


Francis does well, shading her role 
well. She does not photograph as 
well here, however; makeup, may- 
haps, somewhat a fault, unless the 
idea was to make her less glamorous 
than she has been in the past. 

The supporting players are topped 
by Charles Coburn, as_ Grant’s 
father: Helen Vinson, doing a vicious 
society gossiper, and Katharine Al- 
exander, as Miss Lombard’s sister. 
A kid actress, appearing on the 
screen for the first time, is Peggy 
Ann Garner. She has some sweet- 
ness but lacks polish, doing her lines 
very deliberately and suggesting that 
air of unnatural action which too 
freouently is the fault of kids fol- 
lowing adult coaching. 

In his brief hospital scene, Mau- 
rice Moscovich turns in an exceed- 
ingly impressive effort as a phvsi- 
cian with a foreitn accent. Char. 


STORY BUYS 


Hollywood, Aug. 8. 
Metro bought Eric Clifford Am- 
bler’s novel, ‘Cause for Alarm.’ 
Ed Westrate sold his book, ‘Soapy 
Smith,’ to Metro. 


Metro purchased ‘Tomorrow Never 
Comes,’ by Fred Rinaldo and Robert 
Lees. 

Katrin Holland and _ Margaret 
LeVino sold their story, ‘Life Begins 
Tomorrow,’ to Metro. 

Metro bought Eric 
yarn, ‘Moving Day.’ . 

Alian Vaughn Elston sold his ‘The 
Mutineer,’ to Warners, 





irgenbright’s 


‘country and abroad. 


| You Say. Goodbye (I Die a Little),’ 


Mediocre gridiron comedy, with 
Bert Wheeler, for the duals. 

‘Mutiny on the Blackhawk’ 
(U). Richard Arlen and Andy 
Devine's good trouping. Nice 
characterizations wasted on 
flimsy story. 

‘Smoky Trails’ (Met). 


parison with her click in ‘Algiers,’ 
releascd more than a year ago. 
Co-starrizge Robert Taylor, picture 
will do profitable biz. 


But apart from the screen person- 
alities, audiences will not accord the 
picture itself much favorable word 
of mouth. Story has_ insufficient 


ee . . Bob 
originality or sincerity, and what- 





Ta Teton tage Aaa seas, California and slave running. 
Running time, 94 ENR. | Despite their individual efforts and 
| several standout secondary perform- 


Previewed in 
Aug. 3, °39. 





: : . Y Steele western. A weakie. 
ever interest is maintained through- 


out depends on the aliure of Miss 








Lamarr, who, fortunately for this friend. Mary Boland is the wife; | 
effort, is a dominant personality | Joyce Mathews, the daughter, end | 
throughout, Billy Lee an adopted youngster. 


Undoubtedly the love affair of a Couple assume charge of Donald 
playboy traveler and a half-caste giri O'Connor when latter's father dies, | 
in Indo-China had to sidestep cen-| and hope to adopt him also. But) 
sorship restrictions .both in this|kid’s grandfather arrives to look 
Where script! over future guardians of the boy, 
falls down is in inability to define! impressing his dislike for indecisive 
clear-cut reasons for situations that | upbringing of children. From there, | 
arise. Things just seem to happen it’s a buildup of situations pro and | 
for convenience of the story. - +“ = ener capitulates | 
lor, n ht touring the | When Ruggles saves Billy Lee from 
wor East falls in love with Miss La. | block-and-tackle dangling outside of 
marr in Saigon, He jumps the ship | the building. 
to marry the half-caste after she Setup of material is aimed con- 
conveniently (and hazily) gets out tinually for elemental laughs. Char- 
of marriage contract to a native acters are broadly sketched to make 
prince. Love affair is hampered by things easily understandable. Farci- 
inability of Taylor to secure pass-| cal in the first half, it swings into 
port for his wife to leave with him | broad slapstick thrills in the latter 
for America, and his inability to se- | portion; with Billy Lee boarding the 
cure a job locally to provide for the | steeplejack’s chair hung outside the 
couple. Both are provided, however, | building and taking a high and dizzy 
by the politically-powerful Joseph) ride. Ruggles, in rescuing the kid, 
Schildkraut, who persuades Miss La- | becomes the occupant of the rope’s 
marr to pay with a series of secret | end for a good thrill sequence. Situ- 
trysts. Attempting to pry Miss La- | ation has been pulled out of the old | 
marr loose from Taylor, Schildkraut ; files—surefire material for early 
makes certain the latter finds out | Harold Lloyd and Sennett comedies, | 
about the adventures, Disillusioned,| but not overdone in this instance. | 
she kills Schildkraut and herself. Episode has been smartly edited, oa 


Romantically inclined may get a| taining the punch without stretch- 














‘bang out of the emotion-arousing | ing it too far with overfootage. 
love scenes between the co-stars. 
Inadequately set up due to material 
provided, the epiendes are reminis- FORGOTTEN WOMAN 
cent of the pash interludes between Universal release of Edmund Grainger 
Greta Garbo and the late John Gil- | production, Stars Sigrid Gurie; features 
bert. | Eve Arden, Donald Briggs, Donnie Duna- 
Picture has been given elaborate | f1]" young. Original by John Koblers 
production investiture, and back-| screenplay by Lionel Houser and Harold 
ground settings are colorful, with | Buchman; camera, Stanley Cortez, At Pal- 
overall enhancement of pictorial | “°e. N- Y... week Aug. 3, ‘39, dual, Run- 
values in exceptionally fine photog- | "'™*® ''™® 68 MINS. oN 
raphy by George Folsey. Miss La- sven gd aa aabmaaniddeds ee 
marr is smartly gowned throughout, | rerence Kennedy. ........ William Lundigan 
which will catch attention of the) Dist. Attorney Burke........Denald Briggs 
‘ Bly Ae ere rere Te cece - DO junagi | 
aout ° Marenret a adelante oF Wiskea 
Taylor turns in a good perform- | Charles COUPONAT cvdccnsessiess Pe.ul Harvey | 
;ance under the circumstances. | Marty.............. eeensdsades Ray Walker | 
Schildkraut displays suave villainy | Mrs. Kimball........+++.+.Virginia Brissac | 


with an exaggerated makeup that at | ae Rn ahd headed” cai = | 
times makes shim appear freakish. | prank EGORPIGES .05:050000065 George Walcott 
Gloria Franklin is okay as a native, 


singing the one song, ‘Each Time 


Ray is Sigrid Gurie’s picture. She 
plays a role unlike those in either 
Ernest | ‘Marco Polo’ or ‘Algiers,’ and in do- 
ing so sets herself up as starring 
, timber. There is not much in the 
| hackneyed fable which hasn’t been 
done many times before, Yet she 
makes her script misfortunes, her 
desire for happiness and struggle to 
recapture her baby son something 
fripping, and always exciting. _Pic- 
ture itself drops into double-bill 
category nicely despite several neat 


in a night club sequence. | 
Cossart grooves nicely as the priest | 
who becomes a true friend of Taylor. 


NIGHT WORK 


Hollywood, Aug. 5. 


Paramount release of William H. Wright | 
production, Stars Mary Boland and Char- 
lie Ruggles. Directed by George Archain- | 
band, Original screen play by Monte | 
Brice, Lloyd Corrigan and Lewis R. come, | 

| 





ter; Camera, Harry Hallenberger; editor, portraysis. vee. ee me depend a- 
Stuart Gilmore: asst, director, George Hip- | most entirely on Miss Gurie to 
Previewed at Alexander, Glendale, | brighten the marquee, and that’s not 


| pard, 

yeaa 4, °39, tunning time, 61 MINS, | sufficient. | 
+ sya" abel os ee eee | _ ‘Forgotten Woman’ fundamentally | 
es "Fitch hae snpgecopelnt aa ante ee hon the all too familiar plot about the | 
Hutch Smiley. ....-.......Donald O'Connor | Youthful crusading district attorney | 
Smokestack Smiley .ccece.- ..Clem Bevans | Who sacrifices everything to cinch a 
jruiser Brown....ee, esos William Frawl conviction and step up higher in the | 
Patricia Fitch...... seveees-Joyce Mathews | nublic limelight. However, there are 
Windy Wilson...e. eccccccess John Hartley theirs . . 
Nir. furk sw eeee eee Villiam Haade | Several unique twists and a plentiful 


Officer Flannigan...........Edward Gargan | dose of sentimentality well planted. 
: = ae | Anne Kennedy (Gurie) is rail- 
| Here is a moderately entertaining | roaded to four years in prison on 
picture for the family trade. As) flimsy circumstantial evidence. Her 
such, it will provide adequate sup-| husband, killed in the crash when 
port for the key duals and satisfy in| two crooks commandeer their ear for | 
the single bill spots as a light pro-| escape from a robbery-slaying, is the 
| grammer. Title doesn’t mean a) only witness who might have saved 
| thing so far as the subject matter is| her. She quits prison, where her 
concerned, but probably as good as baby was born, embittered at the 
‘anything for a moderate budgeter, world. Confession of one of real 
aimed for the secondary bookings. slayers is withheld by a political 
‘Night Work’ is reminiscent of the, leader so as not to spoil the d.a.’s 
old silent feature comedies that de-| career. Subsequently, this powerful 
pended more on _ situations tied) politician uses this as a club over the 
loosely together for an hour’s run-| attorney to force him to quit the 
ning time. Story outline is nothing) prosecution of banker friends. It 
more than a bare framework on/| takes no Sherlock to see that the d.a. 
which to construct episodes which | will finally win the girl he’s wronged 
swing along at a zippy tempo. Writ-! and marry her, which he does. 

ing trio of Monte Brice, Lloyd Cor-| Miss Gurie gives a skillful inter- 
rigan and Lewis Foster are veterans | pretation of the wronged woman, in- 
of the comedy construction craft,| nocently sent to prison. She handles 
_ with results demonstrating they still| the contrasty moods with. skill. 
| know how to tie a light comedy to-/ Even her accent fails to stand in the 
gether for sufficient running time. way of the even tenor of her per- 
Picture reunites the domestic, formance. Donald Briggs, as the 
team of Mary Boland and Charlie| crusading d.a., troupes with ease but 
Ruggles for another series on the| seems a bit too smug in his earlier 
|Paramount program. Ruggles is a! scenes. Eve Arden, as the girl’s pal 
meek milquetoaster, manager of a| and comforter, reveals distinct pos- 











large apartment house owned by a’ sibilities in light comedienne roles, 


GEONE. ce ccceccccccerecesesececcs Gene Autry ; 

PTOR. sccccccsseconsces .++.Smiley Burnette ances, this cinematic version of 
Jill... hitteeeeeeees pabeeec ued june Siorey | Slave-running between the Sandwich 
Gaey Waittaker.- tt eeeteees oa Saves Islands and the West Coast never 
Sarie and Sallie......e... . 4 emetie measures uP to early anticipation, 
The Rand Boys. ceeeeeeees Themselves | For the dual locations. 
RES See Siuait Hamblen | Uneven screen writing is a major 
Zieamy. . ry Par ae eR soso. BLY wae | handicap. Assigning of a naval cap- 
aioe Mieke fal ot cere Warwier | (in to task of ferreting out slave- 
Silanes. Hal} | runners back in 1840 holds promise, 


Kata Gaaele hak eae a ee William 7 
Proprietor.,.....++.. eee piace Eddie Conrad Continues to hold forth this promise, 
| right up to the time a mutinous crew 
and the freed slaves tnow in com- 


‘In Old Monterey’ is a standard 





Gene Aulry dualer that must de- mand of the boat) reach land—sub- 
pend on the star to get by. Produc- | sequently identified as California, 


tion and casiin* 
the story is weak. 


Smiley Burnette is again Autry’s 
sidekick, supplying the comedy ele- 
ment with George Hayes. June 
Storey is the other end of the ro- 
mantic interest and does as well as 
may be expected with a limited role. 


Yarn deals with the preparedness 
moves undertaken by the U. S. Gov- 
ernment, namely, its - i At : 
neuvers in the ha ys y perenne direction has made some 
ae oe oe practice shunts | a vton ao tn aioe annie Gace 

e Government into a fight with! ‘iou) 3 catia aa haa act 
the ranchers, who refuse to sell their | oe — ae . y+ gpg 
Saad tn Cnete Mame slave-runners, survives his cos- 

‘ tume and some of the silly things he 

Autry plays an army attache, who, has to do. He's ably abetted by 
as a former rancher, is detailed to | Andy Devine who geis his biggest 
sway the others to sell, thus—and | opportunities with some whimsical 
herein is some phoney flag-waving, | 


i ! comedy situations and lines. 
as scripted—enable the Government Constance Moore, the only femme 
to preserve America for the Ameri- : 


interest, is petite but only so-so as 
cans. Rest of the tole deals with the | an actress. Guinn Williams, chief 
unscrupulous methods used _ by 


aide to the slave-running sea captain 
Jonathan Hale and his underling,!} (Noah Beery). is okay especially in 
William Hall, to turn the ranchers|a thumping fist fight with Arlen 
against selling because they (Hale-| Beery does his standard villiain 


Hall) were holding out for a bigger | Support includes Thurston Hall, Paul 


are adequate but After that it becomes a jerky, wan- 
dering tale of Mexican plotting, 
comedy and a realistic battle to save 
the American settlement. Film tops 
it off with the arrival of the cavalry 
in time to stave off defeat at the 
hands of the neatly uniformed Mexi- 
can army. Difficulty is the story 
never quite makes up its mind 
whether to be historic, romantic, 
outright western or a sea meller. 





price for their borax mine, in the! Fix, Mala, Charles Trowbridge, 
condemned sector. Sandra Kane and Mabel Albertson. 
Of the tunes Autry sings, ‘Old| Last named handles an excellent 
Monterey,’ standard, is best while | widow comedy bit.” John Boyle's 
the others lack distinction. How-| cameraing is good, especially in the 
ever, Autry does what can be done battle scenes. Wear, 
okie ange ny Supplementary musical 
y-play is furnished by the Hoosier 
= sm Roan Soper male quar- PHANTOM CREEPS 
tet, and the Ranch Boys, singing 
z ig th ee ee ts: (SERIAL) 
trio, Both troupes are from radio. Universal relense of Henry MacRae proe 





| duction, Stars Bela Lugosi; features Revie 
| Toomey, Dorothy Arnold, Robert Kent. Die 
rected by Ford Beebe and Saul A. Goodkind, 
Original by Willis Cooper; 


Cowboy Quarterback 


screen play by 


Warner Bros. production and release, | George Plympton, Basil Dickey and Mildred 
Features sert Wheeler, Marie Wilson, | Barish: camera, Jerry Ach. Previewed in 
Gloria Dickson. Directed by Noel Smith, | Projection Room, N, Y., Auge. 3, "389. Chap- 
Screenplay, Fred Niblo, Jr.. from play by |} ter serial (12); running time averages 20 
Ring Lardner and George M. Cohan cam- | MENS. 


era, Ted McCord: editor, Doug Could; mu- | Dr, 


eg eee Bela Lugost 
sic, Howard Jackson. At Paramount, | Capt. Bob West...... C8bb00008 Robert ent 
Brooklyn, ovening Aug. 4, ‘39, Running | Jim Daly......... evrTrr errr Regis Toomey 
time, 54 MINS, | Jean Drew.... ccscecsecse»s Dorothy Arnold 
DUO: DPN co cé cies’ seeeced Bert Wheeler | Chief Jarvis............ Edward Van Sloan 
Maizie Willlams.....ccoce ...Marie Wilson Le ae: enn aeevtesscisze cw Acue 
akg eT eee ee ee Gloria Dick#on | Hankin ....ccccccesccecscced Anthony Averill 
PEGNASOMEG HAM. «es cicece De Wolf Hopper | Dr. Mallory..... eeeeeee we... Edwin Stanley 
Rusty Walker -William Demarest | Monk sy le co ead al od aca Jack C. Smith 
Steve Adams.....se.ee- .. Eddie Foy, Jr. | Paker ....ece. “ees euee cerane Roy Barcroft 
Col. Moffett..... Coceseeoease William Gould EOMOOE (4 cceiciecedccsene Forrest Taylor 
Hap Farrell,.... ecconceeses Charles Wilson | Brown .<.ossccoccoccccce. ts Korl Hackett 
Bil, MINER hibtececeebenncbes Fredric Tozere | Smith ...ccccccces ah ava Zobert Blair 
BE Net ca bswetw hb aeencees John Harron | Jones ....cccceece PEALE HE | Jerry Frank 
Mr. Walters........... John Ridgely | Ann Zorka...... seccccceecee-Dora Clement 
— PEt Tee eT eee Eddie Acuff Perkins . et Sree aia Hugh Huntley 
POT cs 05.05 00 00600 608d ese ».Clem Bevans suc *ha . 
CA BEM ac oes wadcwwas Meyer ali dela ah ahatistnicv cle ee ee 
Joe Wade..... tok ba woes skis ..Don Turner . ’ 

RM PRIN 6 sn dbs weeenened \iax ietman 3 % Universal § latest chapter play 


Gyp Galbraith. 
Berries O'Leary 


Dick Wessel! | (12-chapter serial) 


gains consider- 
Duteh Hendrian vali 


able boxoffice lift from the presence 
of Bela Lugosi, arch-villain of horror 
features. It also contains certain 
popular appeal through pitting a 
mad scientific genius against Ameri- 
can military intelligence — service, 
| with the foreign nations elso strug- 
gling for his secret furmulae. 

The serial gets a little away from 
the usual chapter play hokum by at- 
tempting plausibility in earlier epi- 
sodes. Dialog is in the usual serial 
pattern. Ingredients are not unlike 
those in hundreds of previous serials 
only that there is an effort to vie 
the sagebrush quarterback whose | With scientific possibilities. Creation 
consistency as a lame-brain belies his | Of @ new chemical element from a 
football calling. Then, too, there’s| ™€teorite which is capable of induc- 
his grandstand quarterback, Marie |!9& Suspended animation enables 
Wilson; Will Demarest, as the scout | S¢ripters to ring in a mechanical 
for the pro Packers. who unearths | spider. _It is the excuse for innumer- 
Wheeler from wrestling potato sacks able weird inventions the mad genius 
in Miss Wilson’s grocery store, and employs to protect this valuable 
Gloria Dickson, femme menace.’ formula. There’s the devisualizer 
Wheeler ultimately becomes the | belt and a giant mechanical man 
Packers’ ace scorer and mixed up|reminiscent of the Frankenstein 
with some gamblers on the eve of |™odel, only entirely operated by 
the championshin game. But, some- | Tadio switchboard. 
how, he extricates himself from the|, With these melodramatic gadgets 
mess and somewhat auestionably |to Play around, the authors and di- 
wins the game, in the last 40 sec- | rector easily sustain interest from 
onds, no less. |chapter to chapter. Cleverest stunt 

Casting is generally good, with | Worked in the introductory takes is 
Wheeler playing his standard-type | the suspense created every time the 
role with reasonably good effect de- |mechanical spider nears the metal 
spite the fact that director contact creating suspended 


Warners got its signals crossed in 
an inept football comedy, ‘The Cow- 
boy Quarterback,’ whose only dis- 
tinction lies in the fact that it’s hus- 
tling along the forthcoming grid sea- 
son. Okay for the duals. 

Pigskin comedy. is a 
‘Elmer, the Great,’ Joe E. Brown 
starrer of a few years ago. The 
Cohan-Lardner play was a baseball 
yarn originally. 

Fred Niblo, Jr., has fashioned the 
old stock situations in his screenplay. 
Bert Whecler, perennial juve, plays 


remake of 





Noel dise, 
Smith certain]* cut a wide swath for status for the person possessing the 
him through those tackles. Film, too, | aise. 

falters on a couple of football tech-| Lugosi, as the mad scientist, de- 
nicalities. Direction and camera|Vvelops his characterization convinc- 
otherwise are standard. Miss Dick- | ingly, even to the more impossible 
son, Demarest and Miss Wilson are ; Situations. Robert Kent makes a 
adequate, (Continued on page 18) 
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™\ SECOND WEEK 
RADIO CITY 

MUSIC HALL 

STARTS TOMORROW! 


Right on top of ‘‘Bachelor | 
Mother’... currently playing to | 
tremendous business and hold- Hi 

: ing over in theatres everywhere 
. |) 4) ...comes “In Name Only,” zoom- | 
- ing the Music Hall to its biggest I 
opening day in three years on 
any RKO Radio Picture... and 
readying now to hit pre-release 
key runs Coast to Coast! 


Lyne Kay 


Cd4 
LOMBARD « PRANT+ FRANCIS Sa 
‘IN NAME ONLY 


CHARLES COBURN - - HELEN VINSON 
KATHARINE ALEXANDER 
JONATHAN HALE: — papeqiert 


HIN, ¢ ROMMEL { 
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Carole Battles Kay for Coy. we 1 
| and the New York Critics Say: 





‘““Magnificently done... has superior quality ... one of 

the most adult and enjoyable pictures of the season.” 

—B., N. Y. Times 

“A first-rate emotional film that will bring tears to the 
eyes ... fine and entertaining.” 

—R. W. D., N. Y. Herald-Tribune 

“A fully grown-up drama of fove . . . will interest the 

women, for it deals with their problems not only realis- 

tically but boldly.’ —Bland Johaneson, N.Y. Daily Mirror 


“Fine direction and splendid acting.” 
—Kate Cameron, N. Y. Daily News 


‘‘Fasily one of the better bets for moviegoers.” 
—B., N. Y. Journal & American 


‘“‘Realistic, beautifully executed and fascinating .. . ab- 
sorbing in its character studies.’’ 
—Sidney B. Whipple, N. Y. World Telegram 


“Romantic drama with glittering cast ... should prove 
a profitable tear-jerker.”” —Eileen Creelman, N. Y. Sun 


“Good ... glorifies the other woman .. . yesterday’s 


crowded houses seemed enormously pleased.’’ 
—Archer Winsten, N. Y. Post 


eae Se 

















VARIETY 


MUSIC HALL, N. Y. 


Nina Whitney, Nicholas Daks, Ivan 
Triesault, June Forrest, Chansonettes 


(3), Sunny Rice, Johnny Trent, Bel- 
let, Rockettes, Glee Club; Syum- 
phony orch, under direction Erno 


Rapee; ‘In Name Only’ (RKO), re- 
viewed in current issue. 


Putting on all the shows in the 
absence of Leon Leonidiff, senior 
producer, Russell Markert this week 
affixes his signature to a presenta- 
tion document that is very much to 
the point, being compact, and holds 
the eye as well as the attention in a 
very satisfactory manner, 

While the show is brief due to the 
length of the feature, more than the 
usual number of individuals are 
sprinkled through it, including a re- 
turner here, Johnny Trent. His 
Punch-and-Judy act has also played 
the Roxy nearby and elsewhere, and 
thus is familiar to many. The 
dancing puppets as a topper is what 
cinches him for a strong finish. 

Stage bill is in three parts, four 
being the usual custom here. There 
are two production numbers, with 
Trent sandwiching as a turn in ‘one.’ 
Opening is what Markert tags 
‘Mariska,’ a song and dance pro- 
duction effort that tells a familiar 
story about the gypsy dancer and her | 
whip-slinging lover. 

A colorful garden set forms the 
background, with a group starting it 
out in a minuet, topped by June} 
Forrest’s well-rendered coloratura | 
solo, The gypsies are brought on as 
assisting entertainment and a noble- 
man goes for the dancer, only to| 
arouse the ire of her boy friend who 
in the end kills her. This is all! 
worked out terpsichorically, in-- 
cluding singles by Nina Whitney, 
and her lover, Nick Daks. Latter’s 
Russe number is flashy. Miss Whit- 
ney’s toe specialty is backed by 
group dances (house ballet) which 
adds impressive size to the scene. 

The closing features Sunny Rice. | 
crack tapping single, and The 
Chansonettes (New Acts). plus the 
Rockettes and the Hall’s Glee Club. | 
Chansonettes, femme harmony trio. 
stay entirely away from hot numbers 
or jitterbug vocals, being more on 
the operetta or chamber music side. 
Good voices and good harmony 
register them satisfactorily. Miss 
Rice sticks in a punch with two very 
cleverly and _ breezingly-performed 
tap numbers. Among other things, | 
she makes very effective use of her | 
arms in affecting a free and easv 
style which refreshes. Glee club 
backs for the Chansonettes in one of 
their numbers and the Rockettes’ 


finale dance formation again gets 
them top applause. This week the} 


Markert line, in a number staged by | 
Gene Snyder, is doing a tap routine. | 
Business excellent Friday evening 

at first show. Char. 


APOLLO, N. Y. 


House Line, Jean Starr, Three 
Riffs, Babe Wallace, John Mason, 
Sandy Burns, Vivian Harris, Delores 
Payne, Jimmie Lunceford  orch; 
‘Outside These Walls’ (Col). 


This is a snappy 70-minute show, 
whose forte is the Jimmie Lunce- 
ford band, a quick repeat at this 
house. Crew was in a couple of 
months ago. The b.o. pull of the 
Lunceford crew was evident opening 
night (Friday) at the final 
with the lower floor and all 
jammed, with standees, too, in the 
rear of the orchestra. 

Show this week is running about 
15 minutes less than usual; however, 
there’s more crammed into this than 
normally, with the Lunceford band 
easily copping the duke as the prime 
motivator for the smart pace. 

Show, generally, is an indication 
of smart staging by Leonard Harper, 
who’s once more at the helm after 
being out for a while. However, this 
theatre’s old bugaboo, the girl line. 
Once more lends a distracting infliu- 
ence with its sloppy work Also 
weak are the Three Riffs, males, who 
harmonize none too impressively 

Opening portion is a presentation 
affair with the Lunceford band play- 





ing for it behind a scrim. It includes 
Babe Wallace, male singer: Jean ' 
Starr, a line girl who’s given a 


couple specialties; a pair of sketches 
in which are Sandy Burns, John 
Mason and Vivian Harris, house 
standbys, and the Three Riffs. 
Wallace has a fair voice, but his 
main point is his excellent appear- 


ance: Miss Starr sings, taps and 
trurpets, with her dancing being 
best. Burns, Mason and Miss Harris | 


are in some funny burley blackouts, 


a departure from their usual ma- 
terial. 
Lunceford generally spots his 


band’s numbers discriminately, but 
his glee club, working immediately 
following the moderately sweet intro 
band number, would be more effec- 
tive later. As it is, the band doesn’t 
identify its swing forte until the 
act is many minutes old. Then fol- 
lows ‘Weil, All Right,’ which is in 
its jive groove. 
Lunceford wisely essays to stay in 
the background, giving band mem- 
bers ample opportunity to step out 
on their own. There’s a_ singing 
quartet, with the mandolinist accom- 


|; come 


show, | 
decks | 


| panying, that’s a nifty for close har- | 


mony. The boys also try some sober 
comedy that’s within conservative 
bounds as exemplified by the leader, 

Finale is the usual one, where the 
band recedes to the rear and the 
whole show’s participants come on 
for a bow. 





ROXY, N. Y. 


Buck & Bubbles, Lorraine & Rog- 
nan, Del Rios (3), Edna Hall, Gae 
Foster Girls (24), Paul Ash’s house 
arch: ‘Stanley and Livingstone’ 
(20th), reviewed in Variety Aug. 2. 


A 44-minute stage show comple- 
ments the long screen feature cur- | 
rently and holds up its end nicely , 
despite the curtailed running time. 
Only three acts are in support of 
Gae Foster's line, but the latter’s 
versatility adds greatly to the illu- 
sion of bulk. 

Three acts are all standard and all 
click with the audience. Opening 
Del Rios, two boys and a femme, do 
standout hand-to-hand and body bal- 
ancing _ tricks. They're smooth 
workers, nice-looking and _ nicely | 
dressed in evening wear, but their 
opening is arred by the offstage 
and also off-key choral accompani- 
ment. It's a good idea, but not car- 
ried through in first-rate style. Once 
passed this point, however, the trio | 
acquits itself admirably. 

Lorraice and Rognan, mixed com- | 
edy pair, are given production at the | 
Roxy, but actually it only slows ’em | 
up. Their usually fast-moving com- | 
edy is broken up by the inclusion of | 
the Foster girls with the male’s solo) 
hoofing stint, and it isn’t until the 
pair’s finale waltz knockabout that, 
they get a fair measure of laughs. | 

Show's -top click is registered by | 
Buck and Bubbles’ comedy, dancing | 
and pianologing. Colored team had | 
been hibernating in a Philly nitery 
when drafted for this date, and they 
through in their expected 
punchy style. Audience at the last 
show Friday (4) kept applauding for 
‘em right into the line’s finale rou- 
tine, but the team wasn’t permitted 
to encore. 

Fosterites stand out in their open- 
ing swing-tap to a modeériiized ver- 
sion of a classical tune, also giving 
the show a sock finish with a reprise 
of the unicycle routine. They're be- 
ginning te draw flattering attention 
from the trade and public alike for 
a varied assortment of trick rou- 
tines, but something that’s yet to at- 


tain consistent A-l grade is their 
costuming. Those white satin py- 


jama outfits in the intial routine, for 
instance, are not exactly Ziegfeldian. 
Biz good at last show opening | 
night. Scho, | 
| 
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STATE, N. Y. 


Harold Barnes, 
| Bros., Sibyl Bowan, 


Eddie Rio and graduated from high 
Frank Gaby, 


Leith Stevens Orch, Jeanne Blanche, 


| Eton Boys; ‘Captain Fury’ (UA). 


The State is okay for laughing 
sounds this week. There’s comedy 
in all the acts save the snappy 


evenly. 
| begin the giggling exercises k 
| demonstration of actor-showmanship 
| applied 
and the modern type of variety 
diversion. There’s a lot for the eye 
to appreciate in their knockabout 
plus added seasoning of verbal sat- 
ire, notably some spoofing refer- 
ences to radio. 


In the latter connection they be- | 


opener, wire-walking Harold Barnes. 
The whole show unfolds easily and 
Eddie Rio and Bros., three- 
man outgrowth of a hoofing routine, 
with a 


to the needs of big houses 
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| bugs. His vocalist, however, Mary 
Ann McCall, who's a native of Phil- 
adelphia and not so long ago was 
school here, 
drew the neighbors and former class- 
|' mates in droves on opening day, It 
| was easy to pick ‘em out hecenre 
lJoyal hand-patter tnat brought he 
back repeatedly. 

Two acts have been added this 
and Paul Regan, mimic. Presenta- 
tion runs about 45 minutes, 


table. 
the blues,’ it hardly sticks to that 
classification, mixing them up _ in 
usual fashion. It consists of four 
rhythm, six brass and four reeds, 
plus the leader’s clarinet. Herman, 
in fact, is quite a virtuoso on his 
instrument. Arrangements are full 
and solid, plenty on the jive side. 
There is less than the usual amount 
of solo-taking. the band sticking to 


gin by deploring their inability to| ensemble playing instead, with the 


get on the radio. They can’t be 
sponsored by Luckies because they 
don’t smoke; nor by Canada Dry be- 
cause they don’t drink, Emphasiz- 
ing their rhyming affinity with 


be their ideal 


sponsor, 
If there is 


occasion this week to 


draw a text for a few sermon-like 
remarks the obvious provoker is 
Sibyl Bowan. Both as an individ- 


white 
m.c.’s, 


the 
Herman 


drummer getting 
most often. 


light 
he’s 


at handling the reins. Maestro also 
vocals ‘Blue Evening’ and ‘Ole Man 


'drink, they suggest Lifebuoy would} Mose’ satisfactorily. 


Miss McCall, okay on looks, does 
‘Stairway to the Stars,’ ‘Tain't’ What 
You Do’ and ‘Blue Heaven.’ Last is 





done best, with the others being 
very mediocre. Voice is rather plain 


ual performer and as a symbol of a/ with a slight tendency to hardness. 


type of performer it is refreshing to 
watch her work. The woman single, 
as such, is now so seldom encoun- 
tered on the boards that actually it 
seems like a novelty. Indeed it may 
well be that many of the drop-ins 
at this house have not seen a song 
cycle turn in years, if ever. Miss 
Bowan uses a variety of changes and 
makes them right before the audi- 
ence. She employs special material 
throughout. In material and presen- 
tation, she is trouving every minute 
in the old, but always new, manner 


and carrying on the standards 
of professionalism in ‘production 
values’ which all too often tend to 


be neglected nowadays. 

These remarks should not suggest 
that Miss Bowan is antique or a 
museum-type act. To the contrary, 
part of the pleasure of her perform- 
ance is found in her up-to-dateness. 
She has edited her several numbers 
for punchiness. None of them is 
over-long. No unnecessary choruses. 
Even her least socky specialty, the 
‘study in black and white” is a 
change of pace and, as such, plus its 
brevity, okay even though not as 
strong as the rest of the turn. 


< 





] 
| 
| 


What stands out in Miss Bowan’s 
turn is her hard-hitting. hard-work- 
ing, straight-for-the-target combina- | 


tion 


of impersonation, song and 
hoke. 


With plenty of broad touches 
This seems to repre- 
sent a conscious quickening of her 
temvo which was once (some years 
back) rather leisurelv. if not tepid. 
None of that now. 


She has geared 
STEEL. PIER, A. wil ;}up the machinery to meet new "- 


(MUSIC HALL) 
Atlantic City, Aug. 6. 

Jack Haley, Wynn Murray, Jack 
Powell, Zeller Baker, Joey Faye, 
Charlie Boyden, Ben Yost’s Octet, 
Jimmy Jones Orch (12); ‘Chicken 
Wagon Family’ (RKO). 

Frank Gravatt’s Steel Pier, which | 
18 other attractions 
the Music Hall's vaude- 
ville and first-run pictures, has been 
experimenting with different open- 

‘ | 
ing days for the latter’s vaude shows | 
with the result that this week’s bill 
opened yesterday (Saturday); last 
week's teed off Sunday (30); the next 
preem’s Friday (11). 

Headlining is film comedian Jack 
Haley. Haley, who’s assisted by the 
blonde musicomedy songstress, Wynn 
Murray. more recently of ‘Boys | 
From Syracuse’, and an_ unbilled, 
deadpan comic, holds the spotlight 
for about 25 minutes. He stumbled 
a bit at this show while his 
bing almost played havoc with the 
speaking lines of Miss Murray. How- 
ever, the audience seemed to appre- 
his gags. 

Haley’s 


. 11; y ’ 
aqailbbping, is 


houses 


some 
with 


, 
along 


ciate 
singing, with more of his 
demonstrated in hit 
igs from shows and films in which 
he’s played. Starts with ‘Button Up 
Your Overcoat’ and ends with ‘How 
1 Hate to Get Up in the Morning,’ 
etc., from ‘Alexander’ (20th). 

Miss Murray delivers ‘Ain't You 
Comin’ Out”’, ‘Poured My Heart 
Into a Song’ and ‘Sing for Your Sup- 
per’ last from ‘Syracuse,’ in great 
style and figures in some clowning 
with Haley in a takeoff on Shakes- 
peare. Haley also uses the stooge for 


Sor! 


a bit of banter. After Miss Murray’s 


terping to ‘Lady’s in Love,’ 
returns and has to beg off. 
Another socko act is Jack Powell, 
novelty drummer, who’s in black- 
face. He drums on everything, in- 
cluding the kitchen sink and stove. 
Ben Yost’s Octet opens the show by 


Haley 


singing ‘Comes Love’ and ‘Deep Pur- | 


ple’ pleasingly. Their comeback 


gf ‘ £3 S« ‘ all rae are? ° ; A . : 
with ‘Wishin’ and ‘Stairway to Stars’ | breviated stage show, which is topped | material and business are new. 


rates them high. The minstrel half 
of the show puts Charhie Boyden, 
| Joey Faye, Dick Grant and Eddie 
Kaplan in gags and skits that are 
old here but still get a laugh. Zeller 
and Baker throw clubs around, but 
they get little response from the 
audience. Relly and Verna, novelty 
dance team, get by. 

House played to standees 
caught 


when 


quirements. In 


| triloquial 


the 


adlib- | 


this constant en- 
hancement of professional authority 
and performer adaptability she seems 
an example of the best 
of vaude. 


Another verformer that works in| presence’ as 


the good old knows-how 
Frank Gaby, 


manner is 
who employs a 
dummy and 
blonde male midget 
nice edifice of laughs. 
hade. one or two 


and 


to pile up a 
His light and 





|than a year. Every act lands solidly. 


| thing with his sock variety, besides 


traditions | 


| 
| 


serious moments | 
disarming spirit of self-kidding | 


keep him on safe ground all the way. | 


In charge of the final minutes is 
Leith Stevens orchestra from 
Columbia Broadcasting’s 
Stevens has long been identified with 
a peaches-and-creamy sort of musi- 
cal arrangement. His 15 men make 
a brand of music for persons with 
normal nervous systems. It presents 
an atiractive appearance with the 
arms and legs of the melody sstill 
attached to the torso. Stevens him- 
self speaks his announcements firmly 
and clearly. Several of his musi- 
cians cavably demonstrate reason- 
able claims to the title of singer. 
Added item with the band is Jeanne 


precincts. | 


| 
| 


McDonald and Ross do a tap terp 
tabbed ‘Shadow Dance. Gal wears 
a man’s white evening garb and he’s 
dressed similarly but in black. They 
go through the same taps, cigaret- 
lighting, etc. The idea, however, is 
better than the execution, for it lacks 
precision. Team also works on steps 
for some good, if usual, effects. Fin- 
ish off with a challenge round and 
get off strong with a tricky bit of 
kicking between each other's legs. 

Paul Regan’s mimicry _ scores 
strongest in the layout. He goes 
through a big list of radio and screen 
names, most of them pretty good, 
with his Walter Winchell tops. He 
makes the mistake of almost every 
vaude mime, however, of caricatur- 
ing President Roosevelt. In the first 


week, McDonald and Ross, terpers, | 


Herman’s crew is extremely credi- | here and not only duplicates 
Billed as the ‘band that plays | 


| with 
} 


| reetly 





_ ——_ 


PARAMOUNT, N. Y. 


Phil Spitalny orch (30), featuring 
| Evelyn, Maxine. 3 Little Words, 
| Rosalinda & Lolg. June. Lorraine, 
Wi sesy  Pirmer, jae Koy; ‘Beau 
, Geste’ (Par), reviewed in VArirry 
' July 26. 








Following a cavalcade of the 
nation’s cream bands into the Para- 
mount, Phil Spitalny again repeats 
his past 
clicks but tops himself. His present 
aggregation of femme musicians and 
variety of talents achieve a show- 
manship presentation that skillfully 
blends the utmost in stage values. 

Spitalny’s musical prowess is now 
standard, as is also the fact that his 
is the No. 1 femme band and has 
been for some seasons. But in the 
current sequence the maestro seems 
to have tried for dramatic contrasts, 
change of pace and general versa- 
tility. Results are most satisfying. 

It calls for a bit of daring to have 





satisfactory on looks, and is strong | vocalist Maxine—a looker by the 


bye—scat-sing ‘Taint What You Do’ 
Harlemesque glee club back- 
grounding, and then go almost di- 
into ‘Ave Maria,’ with the 
same femme choir assisting in secu- 
lar style. Latter is further high- 


lighted by Evelyn’s sock violin yir- 


} 
| 


tuosity. 

The same change of pace asseris 
itself right along, evidencing a de- 
liberate intent for a sequence of 
anticlimaxes until the final ‘Be- 
guine’ for the topper-offer. Evelyn 
does a killer-diller Joevenuti on the 
bow with ‘Some of These Days,’ and 
then sooths into ‘Deep Purple’ with 
a violin quintet accomp. She's the 
concertmistress of the Spitalny or- 
ganization and responsible for that 
crack ‘Ave Maria’ arrangement, 
along with the others. 

As with Ginger Harmon and other 
novitiates whom Spitalny gave de- 
luxe Broadway-premiere opportuni- 
ties, he has three new tyros—Johnny 
Koy, dancer; June Lorraine, ime 
pressionist, and Gypsy Farmer, hi- 
de-ho songstress. Latter whams ‘em 
with ‘Well, All Right’ in the most 
advanced 52d street bounce manner, 


place, it’s the poorest bit of mimicry | but had to beg off because of a sore 
of the lot and secondly it’s offensive. | throat at this catching; hence, she’s 


Herb. 





ORPHEUM, MPLS. 
— | 


Minneapolis, Aug. 5. 


| stuff in his 50 minutes. 


not detailed under New Acts as are 
Koy and Miss Lorraine. But the lit- 
tle Miss Farmer sold for extra val- 
ues. She’s just the right swingo 


| vocal touch to the tout ensemble. 


Spitainy compresses a wealth of 


His opening 


y . |rhythmie recital essays to promptly 
Rudy Vallee orch (14), Gentlemen thy c¢ recital essays f puy 


Songsters (4), Biltmorettes (3), John 
Gallus, Grace & Nikko, Joan Merrill, | 


Bob Neller; ‘Stronger Than Desire’ | 
(M-G), 
a aie 

Rudy Vallee heads a swell show | 


currently, this marking his third ap- 
pearance at the house in little more 


As for Vallee himself, he tops every- | 


casting an added glow to the pro- 
ceedings by almost continuous | 

m.c. His dignified, | 
friendly manner, assurance, compell- 


his 


ven-| ing personality and well-phrased in- 
also a pert} troductions are greatly impressive. 


Vallee’s versatility is displayed at 


frequent intervals. He’s a_ singer, 
actor, dancer, comedian, imperson- 
ator, ventriloguist and musician, 
scoring every time. Show is run 
off in front of a stage band that’s 
mostly local but entirely equal to 
the occasion under the masterly 


guidance of Vallee’s own conductor, 
Elliott Daniels, who also tickles the 
ivories. A coupla other key Vallee 
tooters travel with him. 

He croons a medley of pops, the 
Gentlemen Songsters, quartet, lend- 
ing vocal assistance to open the} 
show. Biltmorettes, three | 


The 
° ° } 
femmes, run off their acrobatics 


|man’s virtuosity. 


belie the ‘Hour of Charm’ introduc- 
tory birfilng, which is in itself good 
showmanship, since the Par cus- 
tomers have become addicted to the 
jitterbug diet. But after that Spitalny 
proceeds to charm ’em with the 
variety of his wares. ‘Prayer of the 
Jungle’ is a rhythmic barbaric piece 
wherein Mary McLenihan, probably 
the No. 1 femme drummer in the 


| business, does a Genekrupa on the 


skins that rivals many a male stick- 
Tomtoming to a 
soft, contrasting string bass and 
clarinet combo, the ‘jungle’ number 
is a rhythmic voodoo. 

Comes Maxine with her photo- 
genic front and her ‘Taint What You’ 
vocal division, the Three Little 
Words also get in their innings with 
‘Beer Polka’ and a hokum ‘Trapeze’ 
medley that, too, has ’em begging off. 
Then the Misses Lorraine and Farm- 
er’s specialties and the finale. Rosae 
linda and Lola are featured through- 
out on the Steinways. 

With ‘Beau Geste’ (Par) on screen 
and Spitalny sustaining the stage 
portion in big league manner, the 
Par is due for three healthy b.o, 
weeks. Abel. 


MINNESOTA, MPLS. 


en 


Minneapolis, Aug. 5. 


Jack Malerich’s (18), Joe 


orch 


‘ re | Griffin, Jack Malerich, Lew Broc} 2 
speedily, their difficult turn winning | hey k Male » I ditgeghiy 


steady applause. Piece de-resistance 
are somersaults by one girl through 


|a hoop which she herself holds. Fly- 


ing somersault and handsprings plus 
somersaulting a rope instead of | 


jumping also aroused audience en- 
| thusiasm. 

Vallee then takes over with his} 
‘Plaza-3’ number concerning the 


| plaint of a Yale graduate who winds 


Blanche, a girl hoofer whose taps 
are not only sharp and distinct but | 
remarkably numerous and varied in 
hvthmie  wparaphrasin¢, As she 
whirls, travels and rolls her cleats 
with a relaxed, easy, this-is-fun sort 
of stvle, she builds a strong case for 
a well-articulated attagirl. 

Four Eton Bovs, also from the 
kilocycles, likewise work in with 
the orchest They wham across 
hot harmony with comedy touches 
and 1939 blendings. Land. 

FOX, PHILLY 
| Philadelphia, Aug. 4. 

Woody Herman orch (15) with 
| Mary Ann McCall, McDonaid & 
Ross, Paul Regan, Lou Schrader 
|house band; ‘Each Dawn I Die’ 
| (WB). 
| With ‘Each Dawn I Die’ given 


| strong exploitation and considerably 
more important billing than the ab- 


| by Woody Herman's band, Fox this 
| week had biggest opening-day (Fri- 
day) mob since the spring. Late 
| Show saw standees piled out to the 
| lobby, while biz at other houses, nit- 
| eries and amusement places was ex- 
| tremely weak. 

| Herman’s crew is nt entirely de- 
void of responsibility for a chunk of 
| the crowd, although his name counts 
‘for little except among the platter- 


up as a personal escort. It registers | 

: ~ . | 
only mildly. John Gallus, who fol-| 
low, clarinets and juggles an indoor |! 


| baseball on it simultaneously. He also 
| 


| keeps several bails bouncing while | 
| instrumentalizing. A sock finish has 
| him clarineting and manipulating 


eight girl marionets in dances, all at} 
the same time. 

After another Vallee vocal, Grace 
and Nikko, man and woman, hit the 
bull’s eye with their comedy ball- 
room and adagio dancing. Then Val- 
| lee toots a mean saxaphone to pave 
| the way for Joan Merrill, attractive, 
husky-voiced songstress. He joins) 
her for some stepping to the quar- 
tet’s ‘Back to Back’. After his im- 

personation of an old soldier re- 
| counting battlefield deeds, Bob Nel- 
|ler, ventriloquist, carries on. His 


| Vallee does a bit of W: C. Fields’ 
| baiting of the dummy and then joins 
| Neller with a dummy of his own to 
essay a bit of ventriloguism. A 
vomiting bit is far from refined but 
cops laughs. For a finale there’s a 
hot band number, with the headliner 
going to town on the clarinet. All in 
all, a fast-moving. dandy show. 

House well-filled at the onening 
| matinee. Rees, 





| represent ing a 


| Patricia Wynn Dancers (12), Ballerad 


& Vrae, Ted Lester, Marfields (2), 
Harry Savoy & Co. (2); ‘She Married 
A Cop’ (Rep). 

This theatre continues to crash 


through with sock entertainment. 
Current show is best of three offered 
since 4,000-seater’s reopening under 
local auspices, two of the four acts, 
Harry Savoy & Co. and Ted Lester, 
raising the quality. For pop vaude 
i limited budget 
as particularly 


very 


up 


iting | 
the layout sizes 
acceptable. 

On hand, as usual, to provide addi- 


| tional money’s worth as well as flash, 


are the theatre’s permanent features 
—the corking 18-piece orchestra, 
maestro Jack Malerich, who's also at 
the organ; warbler Joe Griffin. m.c. 
Lew Brock and the 12 Patricia Wynn 
dancers. In recognition of American 
Legion’s state convention Malerich 
and his musicians, in the pit, play, 
appropriately enough, a_ stirring 
medley of. patriotic numbers, wind- 
ing up with ‘God Bless America’ as 
Griffin ably tenors. Malerich’s organ 
solo and accompaniment for the au- 
dience-sing are also applause-gath- 
erers. 

Brock confines this week's efforts 
to introducing the acts, which. per- 
haps, is just as well, and he fills the 
bili unobtrusively if not with dis- 
tinction. The three Wynn dance con- 
tributions, punctuating the proceed- 
ings. show improvement over past 
weeks. Costuming again is credit- 
able. Sole production number has 
the gals working with one of the 


(Continued on page 47) 
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Hollywood, Aug. 8. 
Production is hitting fair summer pace, studios having 36 features before 
the cameras, as of Aug. 2. Cutting rooms are humming with advance work 
on 39-40 product which makes up majority of the 98 pictures feeling trim- 


ming shears. United Artists lineup for the new season calls for 36 features, 


plus four Laurel and Hardy four-reelers from Hal Roach, who is also 
aces 

Now Balance to 

Number Number Now in Be Placed Stories in 

of Pix Com- Shoot- Cutting Before Prepara- | 

Promised pleted ing Rooms Cameras tion | 

i Per rree 40 33 1 7 2 
rrr re 16 14 1 1 6 0 
De be scees oe 4 4 0 0 0 0 
-.cpeaeen on 60 51 2 8 2 2 


Pictures now in the cutting rooms or awaiting previews are: 

‘COAST GUARD,’ meller; produced by Fred Kohlmar; directed by | 
Edward Ludwig; no writing credits released; photographed by Lucien 
Ballard. Cast: Randolph Scott, Ralph Bellamy, Frances Dee, Walter Con- | 
nolly. Warren Hymer, Edmund MacDonald, Claire DuBrey. Bery! Walace, | 
Ann Doran, Linda Winters, Stanley Brown, Stanley Andrews, Lloyd 
Whitlock. 

‘OUTPOST OF THE MOUNTIES,’ action; produced by Harry Decker for 
Irving Briskin unit; directed by C. C. Coleman, Jr.; no writing credits re- 
Jeased; photographed by George Meehan. Cast: Charles Starrett, Iris | 
Meredith, Sons of the Pioneers, Lane Chandler, Stanley Brown, Kenneth 
McDonald, Eddie Cobb, Dick Curtis, Albert Morin, Hal Taliaferro, Harry 
Cording, Vernon Steele, Roger Gray. 

‘GOLDEN BOY,’ melodrama; produced by William Perlberg;: directed by 
Rouben Mamoulian; screen play by Lewis Meltzer and Daniel Taradash 
from play by Clifford Odets; photographed by Karl Freund. Cast: Barbara 
Stanwyck, Adolph Menjou, William Holden, Joseph Calleia, Edward 
Brophy, Sam Levene, Beatrice Blinn, Don Beddoe, Lee Cobb, William 
Strauss. 

‘MR. SMITH GOES TO WASHINGTON,’ drama; produced and directed 
by Frank Capra; screen play by Sidney Buchman; photographed by Joseph | 
Walker. Cast: Jean Arthur, James Stewart, Edward Arnold, Claude Rains, 
Guy Kibbee, Eugene Pallette, Beulah Bondi, Ruth Donnelly, Astrid Allwyn, | 
Thomas Mitchell, Larry Simms, Harry Carey, Pierre Watkin, H. B. Warner, 
Maurice Costello, Porter Hall, Grant Mitchell, Wyndham Standing, John 
Ince, Arthur Loft, Dickie Jones, Helen Jerome Eddy, Vera Lewis, Harry, 
Billy, Delmar and Gary Watson, Gene Morgan, George McKay, Evalyn 
Knapp, Dub Taylor, Dorothy Short, Stanley Andrews, Sam Ash. 

‘KONGA, THE WILD STALLION,’ formerly titled *KONGA’ (1939-40 
release), drama; produced by Wallace McDonald for the Irving Briskin 
unit; directed by Sam Nelson; no writing credits released; photographed by | 
Benjamin Kline. Cast: Fred Stone, Rochelle Hudson, Richard Fiske, Eddie | 
Waller, Robert Warwick, Don Beddoe, Carl Stockdale, George Cleveland, 
Burr Carruth, John Tyrrell, James Craig, Lee Prather, Boots (canine). 

‘RIDERS OF BLACK RIVER,’ with songs; produced by Henry Decker 
for the Irving Briskin unit; directed by Norman Deming; no writing credits 


released; photographed by George Meehan. Cast: Charles Starrett, Iris | 
Meredith, the Sons of the Pioneers, Dick Curtis, Eddie Cobb, Stanley 


Brown, Francis Sayles, Forrest Taylor, Ethan Allen, Olin Francis, George 
Chesebro, Car] Sepulveda. 

‘THE MAN THEY COULD NOT HANG,’ meller; produced by Walt Mac- 
Donald for the Irving Briskin unit; directed by Nick Grinde; no writing 
credits released; photographed by Benjamin Kline. Cast: Boris Karloff, 
Roger Prvor. Lorna Gray. Robert Wilcox, Ann Doran, Don Beddoe, Byron 
Foulger, Charles Trowbridge, Josef de Stefani, John Dilson, Walter Sande. 

‘FIVE LITTLE PEPPERS AND HOW THEY GREW,’ comedy-drama; 
produced by Jack Fier for the Irving Briskin unit; directed by Charles 
Barton: taken from novel by Margaret Sidney Lothrop: photographed by 
Henry Freulich. Cast: Edith Fellows, Clarence Kolb, Dorothy Peterson, 
Ronald Sinclair, Dorothy Ann Seece, Tommy Bond, Charles Peck. 

Columbia Pix Now in Production 

‘PRISON SURGEON’ (1939-40 release), meller; produced by B. B. 
Kahane: directed by Charles Vidor; no writing credits released; photo- 
graphed by John Stumer. Cast: Walter Connolly. Onslow Stevens. Doug- 


las Fowley. Iris Meredith, Paul Fix, Nicholas Soussallin, Don Beddoe, 
Edouardo Thomajan, Jack Chapin, Lee Ford, June Pickerell, Walter Bald- 


win, Claire McDowell, Louise Campbell. 
‘SUNDOWN IN HELLDORADO,’ western; produced by Leon Barsha for 








the Irving Briskin unit: directed by Norman Deming: no writing credits 
released; photographed by George Meehan. Cast: Bill Elliott, Iris Mere- 
dith, Dick Curtis, Stanley Brown, James Craig, Dick Fiske, Victor Wong, 
Dub Taylor, Kenneth McDonald, Don Beddoe. 
Now Balance to 

Number Number Now in Be Placed Stories in 

of Pix Com- Sheot- Cutting Before Prepara- | 

Promised pleted ing Rooms Cameras tion 

TOURS éccsae ‘. 68 13 0 2 53 53 


Pictures now in cutting rooms or awaiting previews are: 

‘EVERYTHING HAPPENS TO ANN,’ produced by Jack Skirball 
by Al Christie; screen play by Fred Jackson, original by Dalton Trumbo; | 
photographed by Charles Van Enger. Cast: Heather Angel, John King, 
Constance Collier, Robert Elliott, Walter Catlett, Wilbur Mack, Tom Dugan, 
Emma Dunn. 

‘THE MIRACLE OF MAIN STREET, melodrama; Arcadia production: 
produced by Jack Skirball; directed by Steve Sekely; screen play by Fred 
Jackson; original by Boris Ingster; photographed by Charles Van 
Cast: Margo, Walter Abel, Wynne Gibson, Veda Ann Borg. Lvle 
Dorothy Devore, Pat Flaherty, Jane Darwell, William Collier, S: 


- directed | 


Enger. 
Talbot, 


Metro 
(1939-40) 


Now Balance to 


Number Number Now in Be Placed Stories in 

of Pix Com- Shoot- Cutting Before Prepara- 
Promised pleted ing Rooms Cameras tion 
POMGGPES 2.000068 51 2 7 & 34 34 
Selznick-Int’] ..... 1 0 0 1 0 6 
eer 52 2 7 9 34 34 


Pictures now in the cutting rooms or awaiting previews are: 

‘BLACKMAIL,’ meller; produced by John W. Considine, Jr.; directed by 
Henry C. Potter: no writing credits released: photographed by Clyde De 
Vinna. Cast: Edward G. Robinson. Ruth Hussey, Nat Pendleton, John 
Wray, Arthur Hohl, Victor Kilian, Edward Chandler, George Cooper, Lee 
Phelps, Bill Fisher, Cy Kendall. 

‘THUNDER AFLOAT?’ (1939-40 release), meller; produced by J. Walter 
Ruben; directed by George Seitz; original story by Com. Harvey Haislip 
and Ralph Wheelwright; photographed by John Seitz. Cast: Wallace 
Beery, Chester Morris, Virginia Grey, Philip Terry, Douglas Dumbriile, 
Carl Esmond, Regis Toomey, John Qualen, Clem Bevans, Jonathan Hale, 
Phillip Terry, Charles Lane, Wade Boteler, Mitchell Lewis, 
Hughes, Henry Victor. 

‘GONE WITH THE WIND’ (Technicolor), produced by David QO. Selz- 
nick: directed by Victor Fleming, replacing George Cukor; screen play by 
Sidnev Howard and Oliver H. P. Garret from novel by Margaret Mitchell; 


| photographed by Oliver Marsh. 


Anthony | 





Sees vaee 


Advanee Production Chart 


| 


} 


delivering five feature-length films starting of with ‘The Housekeeper’s | 


Daughter.’ 


Whether Samuel Goldwyn will deliver the four tentatively slated from | 


his production unit is still not definite, 
Great Glory,’ already completed, are alone definite. Grand National is 
still in throes of setting a production lineup with no release yet as to 
1939-40 plans. 


| photographed by Ernest Haller, replacing Lee Garmes; Technicolor photog- 


raphy by Ray Rennahan. Cast: Clark Gable, Vivien Leigh, Leslie Howard, 


| Olivia de Haviland, Barbara O’Neil, Laura Hope Crews, Hattie McDaniel, 


Oscar Polk, Butterfly McQueen, Everett Brown, Victor Jory, Ann Ruther- 
ford, Evelyn Keyes. Thomas Mitchell, Carroll Nye, Jackie Moran, Harry 
Davenport, 


Hart; photographed by Ray June. Cast: Mickey Rooney, Judy Garland, 
Leni Lynn, Guy Kibbee, Charles Winninger, June Preisser. 

‘THE WOMEN,’ comedy-drama; produced by Hunt Stromberg; directed 
by George Cukor; screen play by Jane Murfin; from play by Clare Boothe; 
Cast: Norma Shearer, Joan Crawford, 
Rosalind Russell, Joan Fontaine, Phyllis Povah, Muriel Hutchinson, Ruth 
Hussey, Virginia Grey, Ann Morris, Virginia Weidler. Lucille Watson. 

‘THESE GLAMOUR GIRLS’ (1939-40 release), college drama; produced 
by Sam Zimbalist; directed by S. Sylvan Simon: original story by Jane 
Hall and Marion Parsonnet; photographed by A] Gilks. Cast: Lew Ayres, 


Luna Turner, Tom Brown, Richard Carlson, Mary Beth Hughes, Ann 
Rutherford, Marsha Hunt, Anita Louise, Owen Davis, Jr., Peter Hayes, 
Sumner Getchell. 

‘HENRY GOES ARIZONA,’ comedy-drama; produced by Harry Rapf; 


directed by Edwin L. Marin: based on the W. C. Tuttle Argosy magazine 
yarns; photographed by Les White. Cast: Frank Morgan, George Murphy, 
Ann Morriss, Virginia Weidler, Guy Kibbee, Slim Summerville, Robert 
Emmett Keane, Chester Conklin, Tennen Holtz, Jim Thorpe, Robert 
Spindola. 

‘THE WIZARD OF OZ’ (Technicolor), produced by Mervyn LeRoy; 
directed by Victor Fleming; based on story by Frank L. Baum; photo- 
graphed by Harold Rosson; for Technicolor, Allan Dazey. Cast: Frank 
Morgan Judy Garland, Ray Bolger, Bert Lahr, Jack Haley, Charley 


| Grapewin, Billie Burke, Margaret Hamilton, Pat Walsh. 


‘I TAKE THIS WOMAN,’ formerly titled ‘NEW YORK CINDERELLA, 
produced by Lawrence Weingarten; directed by Frank Borzage; original 
story by Charles MacArthur; photographed by Charles Lawton. Cast: 
Spencer Tracy, Hedy Lamarr, Walter Pidgeon, Thurston Hall, Carlos Val- 
dez, Leonard Penn, Ina Claire, Marjorie Main, Louis Calhern, Lana Turner 
Mona Barrie, Willie Best, Dwight Frye, Jack Carson, Frank Puglia, Adri- 
enne Ames. 

Metro Pix New in Production 


‘THE MARX BROTHERS AT THE CIRCUS,’ formerly titled ‘A DAY 
AT THE CIRCUS’ (1939-40 release), comedy: produced by Mervyn LeRoy; 
directed by Edward Buzzell; no writing credits released; photographed by 
Len Smith. Cast: Groucho, Chico and Harpo Marx, Florence Rice, Kenny 
Baker, Nat Pendleton, Margaret Dumont, Jerry Marenghi, Henry Sylvester, 
Irving Bacon, James Burke, Eddie Kilroy, Irene Coleman, Granville Bates, 
Charles Camora, Anna Merkle. 

‘NINOTCHKA, (1939-40 release), drama; produced by Sidney Franklin; 
directed by Ernst Lubitsch; no writing credits released; photographed by 
William Daniels. Cast: Greta Garbo, Melvyn Douglas, Ina Claire, Sig 
Rumann, Alexander Grenach, Felix Bressart, Gregory Gaye, Rolfe Sedan, 
Edwin Maxwell 

‘BALALAIKA’ (1939-40 release), musical romance; produced by Law- 
rence Weingarten; directed by Reinhold Schunzel; screen play by George 
Oppenheimer and Ernest Vadja from Eric Maschwitz musical play; photo- 
graphed by Karl Freund. Cast: Nelson Eddy, Ilona Massey, Charles Rug- 
gles, Walter Woolf King. Joyce Compton, Lionel Atwill, Phillip Terry, 


| Theodore Chaliapin, Jr.. Abner Biberman, Dolly Frantz. 


‘ANOTHER THIN MAN,’ mystery-drama; produced by Hunt Stromberg; 
directed by W. S. Van Dyke; no writing credits released; photographed by 
John Seitz. Cast: William Powell, Myrna Loy, C. Aubrey Smith, Virginia 
Grey, Tom Neal, Ruth Hussey, Patric Knowles, Phyllis Gordon, William 
Anthony Poulsen, Asta (canine). 

‘DANCING CO-ED,’ drama _ with produced by Edgar Selwyn, 
directed by S. Sylvan Simon; no writing credits released; photographed 
by Al Gilkes. Cast: Lana Turner, Richard Carlson, Artie Shaw and orches- 
tra, Lee Bowman, Ann Rutherford, Mary Beth Hughes, June Preisser, 
Leon Errol, Roscoe Karns, Lynn Lewis. 

‘NORTHWEST PASSAGE’ (Technicolor), historical drama; produced by 
Hunt Stromberg: directed by King Vidor; writing credits released; 
photographed by Sid Wagner. Cast: Spencer Tracy, Robert Young, Walter 
3rennan, Laraine Day. Donald McBride, Truman Bradley, Isabel Jewell, 
Helen MacKeliar, Regis Toomey, Hugh Sothern, Addison Richa.ds, Douglas 
Walton, Andrew Pena, Tony Guerrero, Lawrence Porter, Lumsden Hare, 
John Merton, Olaf Olsson. 

‘FAST AND LOOSE,’ comedy mystery: produced by Fred 
directed by Busby Berkeley: no writing credits released; photographed by 


music; 


no 


George Fosley. Cast: Franchot Tone, Ann Sothern. 
Now Balance to 
Number Number Now in Be Placed Stories in 
of Pix Com- Shoot- Cutting Before’ Prepara- 
Promised pleted ing Rooms Cameras tion 
oo ere 26 20 0 3 3 3 
po errr es 16 li 0 3 2 2 
Totals 42 31 0 6 5 5 
| Pictures in the cutting room: 
‘THE GIRL FROM RIO,’ drama with songs (English and Spanish ver- 


sions); produced by E. B. Derr; associate producer, Jerrold Br indt; directed 
| by Lambert Hillyer; original screen play by Milton Rason and John T. 

Neville; photographed by Paul Ivano. Cast: Movita, Warren Hull, Alan 

3aldwin, Kay Linaker, Clay Clement, Adele Pearce, Dennis Moore, Carle- 
1ton Young, Soledad Jiminez, Richard Tucke 

‘THE MAN FROM TEXAS,’ western with songs: produced by Edward 
Finney; directed by Al Herman; original screen play by Robert 
photographed by Marcel Le Picard. Cast: Tex Ritter, Hal Price, Charles B. 
Wood, Vic Demoruelle, Jr., Roy Barcroft, Frank Wayne, Kenneth Duncan, 
tuth Rogers, Tom London. 

‘RIDERS OF THE FRONTIER,’ formerly titled ‘LAWLESS FRONTIER,’ 
western with songs; produced by Edward Finney; directed by Spencer 
| Bennett; original story and screen play, Jesse Duffy and Joseph Levering; 
| photographed by Marcel Le Picard. Cast: Tex Ritter, Jack Rutherford, 
| Hal Taliaferro, Glen Francis, Nolan Willis. Roy Barcroft, Bill McCormick, 
| Mantan Moreland, Edward Cecil, Bruce Mitchell, Jean Joyce, Marion Sais, 
Maxine Leslie. 

‘OKLAHOMA TERROR,’ western: produced by Lindsley 
directed by Spencer Bennett; original screen play by Joseph West: photo- 
graphed by Bert Longenecker. Cast: Jack Randall, Virginia Carroll, Al St. 
John, Don Rowan, Warren McCollum, Davison Clark, Tristram Coffin, 
Brandon Beach, Ear! Gunn, Nolan Willis, Glenn Strange, Ralph Peters. 

‘IRISH LUCK,’ meller; produced by Grant Withers: directed by Howard 
Bretherton; screen play by Mary C. McCarthy; based on the story, ‘Death 
Hops the Bells,’ by Charles Molyneux Brown: photographed by Harry 
Neumann. Cast: Frankie Darro, Dick Purcell, Lillian Elliott, Sheila Darcy, 
Dennis Moore, Mantan Moreland, Howard Mitchell. 

‘SKY PATROL,’ meller; produced by Paul Malvern; directed by Howard 
Bretherton: screen play by Joseph West and Norton S. Parker. based on 
the Tailspin Tommy cartoon strip by Hal Forrest: photographed by Fred 
Jackman, Jr. Cast: John Trent, Milburn Stone, Marjorie Reynolds, Jason 

(Continued on page 20) 





‘They Shall Have Music’ and ‘The | 


| 


| 


‘BABES IN ARMS’ (1939-40 release), musical; produced by Arthur) suspenseful moments, is trimly done, 
Freed; directed by Busby Berkeley; from stage musical by Rodgers and| Jerry Ash is unusually adept with 


i his camera. 
Betty Jaynes, Douglas MacPhail, Henry Hull, Rand Brooks, Grace Hayes, | 


| 
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PHANTOM CREEPS | 


(Continued from 14) 
plausible military intelligence de. 
partment expert, with Regis Toomey 
a capable aide in his ventures. Fd- 
win Stanley has an important role 
as the doctor who formerly was a 
colleague of the mad Dr. Zorka 
Dorothy Arnold creates a favorable 
impression as the newspapergal who 
becomes involved through chasing 
story about a crazed scientist. 

Musical background, which builds 


page 


a 


Wear. 


SMOKY TRAILS 


(WITH SONGS) 
Metropolitan 
production and 
Directed by Bernard B. Ray. Sie 


Pictures-Harry = Me 
release Stars He 


\ 'y nal 
screenplay, George Plympton: eamers I 
Ward Kull; editer, Fre Bain; somes, Ls 
cas Cochran and Charles Kose \t 
Colonial, Lineoln, dua! Running it 
36 MENS, 
Archer, Bob Steele 
i os chet ee S eee Jean Carmen 
BP. ArcWer.<cccs0 Murdoch MaeQuarrie 
on ; Biuce Dane 
Mort, ‘eke an Cutleton Young 
UO s:+ tape ewensspaenesae-cc -Ted Adams 
EEE oho 6443 0c us 60s daweke Frank Lakue 
ND oe Ee ig ek Terres, ; Aubrey 
DRNUNN Sha sw ckeccaes & ks ; coves - Rob Terry 
MN bbitasebeks cc ‘ -Fiank Wayne 
Being states-righted about the 
country, the current Bob Steele 
series leaves a lot of disappointed 


western addicts along the trail taken 
by the first two. Not the least of 
these is ‘Smoky Trails,’ which is as 
dull and unimaginative as the trite 
subject can be. Biz chances for the 


| series, after this early showing, will 
,| be limited. 


Steele’s father is potshotted from 
the rear by some rustlers as the pic 
opens. Grits teeth at graveside, 
boards a white hoss and starts hunt- 


ing the man who did it. Through 
several forced incidents in the flimsy 
script, he finally establishes himself 


as a jailbreaker to get included with 


the territorial gang. one of whose 
membership is his dad's killer. 
Appearance of the finished prod- 
uct 1s that neither scenarist George 
Plympton, nor the director, Bernard 
B. Ray, had or took much time. For 
One thing, romance only enters the 
film as an after-thought, no. girl 
showing face in the piece until the 
last two reels. Then Jean Carmen 


barely does that and no more 
Ted Adams and Carleton 


Young 
head up the lawless side 


of the varn, 


with Murdock MacQuarrie in the 
flick only long enough to set up a 
|few pins and get shot. Another 
familiar face for the western is 
Frank LaRue, touch-and-go as the 
sheriff. 

Musical end is badlv done. the 
singing being dubbed. and credited 


Stephani: 


icity, 


Emmett; | 


Parsons; | 
| mixup 


to Bruce Dane, who either could not 
keep lips with the recording. or had 
an offside pinch-hitter. Barn 


LOS ENREDOS DE 
PAPA 


(‘Papa’s Intrigues’) 
(MEXICAN-MADE) 
Mexico City, Aug. 4 

Produced, direeted rid Written by a | 


Hen: Alex Phillips cine 
ntre \ tneda Mexies ‘* hia 
$8 MINS, 


Lime 
(In Spanish; no English Titles) 
Misadventure of a ruralite enjoy- 
ing his hausfrau spouse’s money in 
a way she would never even dream 
of doing, against a background of the 
best of modern Mexico country and 
constitute the truly diverting 
plot of this, easily the best made-in- 
Mexico comedy film. Chato (Pug- 
nose) Ortin, topflight Mexican com- 
edian, runs away with this picture 
but the support is excellent, particu- 
larly Sara Garcia. the country-mot 
wife who at last becomes ; 
and Julian Soler, youngest of ihe 
three brothers who are aces of the 
Mexican stage and screen, as Chat 
chip-off-the-old-block All the 


is€ 


Suspicious 


son. 


| performances are at a high level. 


Zacarias, a comparatively 
producer - director, 
scenarist, has done well with th) 
three-ply job. Characterization and 
action dominate. Scenery is but in- 
cidental background and there is lit- 
tle of folklore. Though the comedy 
is deftly done, almost entirely by 
dialog, it’s no obstacle for universal 
appeal and could be easily gotten 
across with English titles. Some of 
it would be called spicy; indeed, it’s 
pretty broad in spots. 

Story concerns Ortin’s and Soler’s 


new pi 
but a veteran 


with a Mexico Citv revue 
p d 
song-and-dancer, scenes swiftly 


shifting from the prosperous bucolic 
to rather much Americanized phases 
of Mexico City life. Dad and 


son 


| get into some funny spots, but it all 


works out okay. Some of the best 
business is behind the scenes in a 
Mexican capital revue house. There 


Is a good can-can led by a blonde- 

oh, yes, there are natural blondes in 
Mexico who are thorough Mexicans 
a bathing poo! 
modern 


Grahame 


Bionds also feature 


sequence, costumes very 
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with JANE BRYAN - GEORGE BANCROFT 
Directed by WILLIAM KEIGHLEY 


Screen Play by Norman Reilly Raine and Warren Duff ¢ From 
the Novel by Jerome Odlum e A First National Picture 


‘ JACK L. WARNER ° HAL B. WALLIS * DAVID LEWiS 


ba Cha-v9 of Pr- dent -> Fvacutive Producer Associate Producer 
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P « e | Whitt, Bob Layne, John Hart, Arthur Senesd, Soe eee. _—— aoa, | 
9 h rr | Jack Chapin, Harry Templeton, Jack Shea, Jolly Raw!ings, rothy Day- 
Advance i oduction a t ton, Pauls de Cardo, Judy King, Patsy Mace, Luana Walters, Jane Webb, IONS 
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Robards, Jackie Coogan, Boyd Irwin, Bryant Washburn, La Roy Mason, 
John Peters, Johnny Day, Dickie Jones. 








Paramount 
(1939-40) 


Now Balance to 


Linda Brent, Maxine Conrad, Mary Ray, Sheryl Walker, Charles F, Mc- 
Avoy, Emmett Vogan. 

‘THE WORLD ON PARADE’ (1939-40 release), metler; GMO production; 
associate producer, Edward T. Lowe; directed by Edward Dmytryk; screen 
play by Horace McCoy, Williaim R. Lipman and Lillie Hayward; based on 
a story by Endre Bohem; photographed by Harry Fischbeck. Cast: William 
Henry, Judith Barrett, William Collier, Sr., Richard Denning, Anthony 
Quinn, John Eldredge, Dorothy Tree, Minor Watson, Morgan Conway, 
Byron Foulger, Chester Clute, Wolfgang Zilzer, Olaf Hytten, Ottola Nes- 
mith, Hilda Plowright, Eugene Jackson, Clem Wilenchick, Eric Wilton, 
Monte Vandergrift, Ed Le Saint, Major McBride, Ivan Miller, Gloria Wil- 
liams, Wade Boteler, Archie Twitchell, Charles L. Lane. 

‘ARGENTINA’ (1939-40 release), western; produced by Harry Sherman; 





IN DENVER ON 
AUG. 11-15 


Denver, Aug. 8. 





Number Number Now in Be Placed Stories in | associate producer, Joe W. Engle; directed by Nate Watt; original story and Denver will swarm with theatre 

of Pix Com- Shoet- Cutting Before Prepara- | Screen play by Harrison Jacobs; photographed by Russell Harlan. Cast:|men for a week starting Aug. 11 

Promised pleted ing Rooms Cameras tien | William Boyd, Russell Hayden, Steffi Duna, Sidney Toler, Sidney Blackmer, | with two conventions and the Rocky 

I i ide 0 0 3 13 33 33 Pedro de Cordoba, JoJo La Sadio, Glenn Strange, Eddie Dean, Anna) Mountain Screen Club Picnic men 
Harry Sherman... 8 1 0 3 4 4 Demetrio, ‘The King’s Men’. golf tournament scheduled ‘withi 

ro ae raed ina — — ‘GERONIMO,’ formerly titled ‘GREAT ENEMY?’ (1939-40 release), his- eight days. About 38 man ay 

Wee oc ccices . +58 1 7 16 37 37 torical western, General manager's office production: directed by Paul _ anagers, be- 


Pictures now in cutting rooms or awaiting previews are: 

‘WHAT A LIFE’ (1939-40 release), comedy-drama; G.M.O. production; 
directed by Theodore Reed; screen play by Charles Brackett and Billy 
Wilder; based on play by Clifford Goldsmith; photographed by Victor 


Sloane: screen play by Paul H. Sloane; photographed by Henry Sharp. 
Cast: Chief Thundercloud, Preston Foster, Ralph Morgan, Andy Devine, 
William Henry, Harry Templeton, Ellen Drew, Pierre Watkin, Jack Chapin, 
Richard Denning, James Glines, Frank Cordell, Cecil Kellogg, Carl Sepul- 





sides maintenance men, publicity 
directors, officers and directors of 
the Gibralter Enterprises, Inc., wil] 
meet at the Cosmopolitan hotel Aug, 





Milner. Cast: Jackie Cooper, Betty Field, John Howard, Janice Logan, veda, Tom Coats, Ted Wells, Lee Shumway. tf-35. Chas. R. Gilmour, president, 
James Corner, Vaughn Glaser, Lionel Stander, Hedda Hopper, Dorothy Par Pix Now in Production will call this meeting to order. At- 
Stickney, Sidney Miller, Robert Smith, Betty McLaughlin, Janet Waldo, ‘DR. CYCLOPS’ (1939-40 release) (Technicolor), meller; produced by | tending this meeting will be Ed 
Douglas Fahy, Leonard Sues, Kathleen Lockhart, Lucien Littlefield, Eddie | Dale Van Every: directed by Ernest B. Schoedsack; original screen play by | Schulte, Casper, Wyo.; William Os- 
Brian, Rita Owin, Charles H. Bookout, Betty Blair, Bennie Bartlett, Kay }Tom Kilpatrick: photographed by Henry Sharp. Cast: Albert Dekker, | tenberg, Scottsbluff, Neb.; Evereti 


Stewart, Inna Gest, Lois Ranson, Fay McKenzie, Muriel Kearney, Wilda 
Bennett, Andrew Tombes, Nora Cecil, Marjorie Fell. 

‘ARE HUSBANDS NECESSARY?’ (1939-40 release), comedy-drama; pro- 
duced by Jeff Lazarus; directed by Edward H. Griffith; screen play by 
Virginia Van Upp; based on stories by Grace Sartwell Mason and Kath- 
arine Brush; photographed by Ted Tetzlaff. 


Lee, Akim Tamiroff, Erik Rhodes, G. P. Huntley, Georgia Cain, Jack Car- 
son, Fritzi Brunette, George Walcott. Wally Maher, William B. Davidson, 


_ Cast: Fred MacMurray, | unit photographer, Guy Bennett. 
Madeleine Carroll, Allan Jones, Helen Broderick, Osa Masson, Carolyn | 


| Janice Logan, Thomas Coley, Charles Halton, Victor Kilian, Frank Yaco- 
| nelli. 
| “PHE LIGHT THAT FAILED’ (1939-40 release), drama; produced and 
directed by William A. Wellman; second unit director, Joe Youngerman; 
|no writing credits released; photographed by Theodor Sparkuhl; second 
Cast: Ronald Colman, Walter Huston, 
Muriel Angelus, Ida. Lupino, Dudley Digges, Ernest Cossart, Charles Irwin, 
| Clyde Cook, James Aubrey, Charles Bennett. David Thursby, Colin Kenny, 
| Armbra Danbridge, Perry Lawson, Robert Perry, Carl Voss, Ted Deputy, 





Cole, Alamosa, Colo.; Thos. Murphy, 
Raton, N. M.; E. W. Ward, Silver 
City, N. M.; and John Greer and 
Nathan Salmon, Santa Fe. 

The Fox Intermountain division. 
with about 55, including managers 
and Denver headquarters men, will 
meet here Aug. 16-18. Spyros 
































John Qualen, Jack Raymond, Astrid Allwyn, Jacqueline Dahlia, Jack | Joe Colling. Clive Morgan, Major Sam Harris, Benjamin Watson, Francis | Skouras will attend the opening day 
Maclennan, Gus Kerner, Monte Woolley, Hooper Atchley, Bennie Bartlett, | McDonald, John Spacey, Connie Leon, Fay Helm, Halliwell Hobbes, Gerald | sessions, Rick Ricketson, division 
Gloria Williams, Francis Morris, Johnny Morris, Mary Lee Martin, Reine | Rogers, Leslie Franci, Harold Entwhistle, Barry Downing, Bob Stevenson, | manager, will preside, and the dis- 
Riano, Zora Jarrard, Reginald Simpson, Connie Leon, John Bagni, Edward | Clara M. Blore, Harry Cording. Gerald Hamer. Colin Tapley naa re ‘ , 
Van Sloan, Al Hill, Charles Lane, Wilfred Roberts. , | ‘DIAMONDS ARE DANGEROUS + GMO production: pond ay re pote ot Aue era ae 
‘THE CAT AND THE CANARY’ (1939-40 release), mystery-comedy; pro- | Fitzmaurice: screen play by Leonard Lee and Franz Schulz; based on story | The annual picnic golf and bridge 
duced by Arthur Hornblow, Jr.; directed by Elliott Nugent; screen play by | by Frank O'Connor; photographed by Charles Lang. Cast: George Brent, | tournament of the Rocky Satuatain 
Walter DeLeon and Lynn Starling; based on play by John Willard; photo-| Isa Miranda, John Loder, Nigel Bruce, Elizabeth Patterson, Matthew Boul- | Screen Club will be held at Edd 
a a Me hg _ Bob ig ag Regge 08 tea Boro ton, Rex ge ma Glyde, Rex Downing, Douglas Gordon, Harry | Ory Country Club and A... ia 
, Gale sondergaara, Nyala stman, George Zucco, | Stubbs, Norman Ainsley. = s 8 
Willard Robertson, Elizabeth Patterson, George Regas, Charles Lane, Frank}  «gnq , neil ; — oe | Sreen golf course at Evergreen, 40 
as ; Sy “epi re ’ NTAMED’ (Technicolor); produced by Paul Jones; directed by George he ; ; 
selton, Milt Kibbee, ‘William Abbey. F y , Archainbaud; screen play by Frederick Hazlitt Brennan and Frank Butler; | miles out, on Aug. 18. Besides bridge ' 
THE LLANO KID,’ formerly titied ‘DOUBLE DYED DECEIVER’ (1939- | based on ‘Mantrap’ by Sinclair Lewis; photographed by Leo Tover. Cast:| and golf, picnic games will be in- 
40 release), western; produced by Harry Sherman; directed by Dan Ven-} Ray Milland. Patricia Morison, Akim Tamiroff, William Frawley, Eily | dulged in, with a banquet and 
turini; screen play by Wanda Tuchock; based on the O’Henry story; photo- | Malyon, J. M. Kerrigan, Esther Dale, Jane Darwell, Bahe Denetdeel, | dancing in the evening. 
graphed by Russell Harlan. Cast: Tito Guizar, Emma Dunn, Alan Mow-| Charlene Wyatt, Gertrude Hoffman, J. Farrell MacDonald, Siby! Harris, | 
bray, Gale Sondergaard, Jane Clayton, Minor Watson, Harry Worth, Anna | Clem Bevans, Fay Helm, Darryl Hickman, Roscoe Ates. 
Demetrio, Chris Martin, Carlos De Valdez, Glenn Strange, Tony Roux. | “EYPHOON,’ meller; GMO production; directed by Louis King: no writ- | Southeast Confab Up 
‘DISPUTED PASSAGE’ (1939-40 release), drama; produced by Harlan} jng credits released: "photographed by William Mellior. Cast: Dorothy | Atlanta, Aug. 8 
Thompson; directed by Frank Borzage; screen play by Anthony Veiller and | Lamour, Robert Preston, Lynne Overman, J. Carrol Naish, Paul Harvey,| Ed Kuykendall, prez of MPTOA. is 
Sheridan Gibney; based on novel by Lloyd C. Douglas; photographed by | Norma Gene Nelson. skedded to be here Wednesday (9) 
William Mellor. Cast: Dorothy Lamour, Akim Tamiroff, John Howard . : , : 
J dith Barrett ‘Gord : Jones Willi Colli S Elis beth Risdo Wil- ‘REMEMBER THE NIGHT,’ drama: GMO production: directed by | to address the board of directors of 
Jud a ett, on von ee dam Voller, oF., Sisadeu SGC, Mitchell Leisen; original screen play by Preston Sturges: photographed by | affiliated Southeastern Picture The- 
g play \ ‘ 
lg Alison, Mary Skalek Aima Bidsaa, Paal MeWilliams, Gay: Ted Tetzlaff. Cast: Barbara Stanwyck, Fred MacMurray, Beulah Bondl,| atre Owners’ Ass'n to discuss con- 
s . r . y S re >} , i s ’ 3 o jn 1 ts - - « . . . , . >. 
lord Pendleton, Patsy Mace. Dorothy Adams, Joleen King, Henriette Kaye, Elizabeth Patterson. | troversial trades practices code. 
Edith Gagnon, Hortense Arbogast, Fay McKenzie, Harry Depp, Phil War- ‘FEDERAL OFFENSE,’ meller; GMO production; directed by Robert | Milton C. Moore of Jacksonville, 
ren, Kitty McHugh, Charles Trowbridge, Fern Emmett, Richard Denning, | Florey: no writing credits released; photographed by Harry Fischbeck. Fla., is prez of SPTOA and Georgia | 
: . ° ’ p 
James B. Carson. | Cast: William Henry, Anthony en Ra ag pon gt Lage Har- elticere inchoate Gecor C. Lam. Rome 
‘ . ‘ »| vey Stephens, Robert Paige, Richard Carle, Paul McGrath, Harry Shannon, abs ; ; ee & ; 
HAPPY ENDING,’ formerly titled “HEAVEN ON A SHOESTRING Mae see tg ° 1g m national rep MPTOA; J. H. Thomp- | 
(1939-40 release), drama; produced by George Arthur; directed by Lewis son, Hawkinsville, state vice prez; 
Milestone; no writing credits released: photographed by Leo Tover. Cast: Mrs. H Wood. Washington, sec’y, 
Pat O’Brien, Olympe Bradna, Roland Young, George E. Stone, Frank Sully, ° ak th Qe. : Atl F iecdciaenie 
3 > a <a. ; : * > y, anta, treasurer. 
Russ Powell, Doodles Weaver, D'Arcy Corrigan, Reginald Gardiner, Wynd- 10 Georgia directors are Nat Wil- 
ham Standing, Charles Miller, Pat O'Malley, Frank Shannon, Ronnie Ron- li: itis ville? 7 Hal : Mac | 
dell, Russell Coller, Joe Gilbert, Frank Melton, Hal Belfer, Ken Terrell, — iams, Thomasville; Ha oom, 
Gene Clark, Jimmy Fawcett, George Suzanne, Murray Alper, Terry Shero, a a in Be Placed Stories in| >tesboro; J. C. H. Wink, Dalton, 
Carol Holloway, Sue Moore. of Pix ; Com- Shoot- Cutting Before Prepara- R. E. Martin, Columbus; Arthur 
‘THE STAR MAKER,’ based on story of Gus Edwards’ life: produced by Promised pleted ing Rooms Cameras tion Lucas, Atlanta; William Karrh, 
Charles R. Rogers; directed by Roy Del Ruth; screen play by Frank Butler,| singie ............ 50 44 4 6 3 Fi Swainsboro; Mrs. Violet Edwards, 
; al sar: as sto ; Ft ut Ry sar ] \ ic 7 an iss, Sa- 
William A. Pierce: scamaael Gr econ a8 tes Weert ci etiavonn el by | dl roe yg SIRE ae ; : ; } : — — i 
Kar] Struss. Cast: Bing Crosby, Louise Campbell, Ned Sparks. Linda Ware, ra pial a fees sed id Saas 
Walter Damrosch, Janet Wajdo, Laura Hope Crews, Emory Parnell, Ken- Totals .......... 54 48 4 1 3 3 ’ , 
neth Wilson, Dante Di Paolo, Danny Daniels, Donald Brennon, Dary! Hick- Pictur sn Mae cbt Same io treaties iaiaiiiee ean Wis. Allied Postpones 
man, Billy Simms, Don Hulbert, George Guhl, Jim Dundee, Max Wagner, eee ew a Ne Cee See ee eer , Milwaukee, Aug. 8. 
Bodil Rosing, Thurston Hall. Oscar O’Shea, Dorothy Vaughn, Johnny Mor- ‘NURSE EDITH CAVELL’ (1939-40 release), historical drama; produced The Independent Theatre Owners’ 4 
ris, Ralph Sanford, Ben Welden, Pop Byron, John Gallaudet, Daisy Bufford,| and directed by Herbert Wilcox; screen play by Michael Hogan; photo- | Protective Association of Wisconsin 
Selma Jackson. Ralph Faulkner, Siegfried Arno, Earl Dwire, Richard Den-| graphed by Joseph August. Cast: Anna Neagle, George Sanders, ZaSu | “ Michi ; Allied affilia' 
ning, Morgan Wallace, Harry C. Bradley. Pitts, Edna May Oliver, H. B. Warner, May Robson, Sophie Stewart, Jimmy | 29d Upper Michigan, i alti reste 
) i las S > 1110 
‘DEATH OF A CHAMPION,’ meller; GMO production; associate pro- | Butler, Rex Downing. has postponed its Levys yrigt ee 4 
ducer, William H. Wright; directed by Kurt Neumann; screen play by| ‘MY FIFTH AVENUE GIRL,’ comedy-drama; produced and directed by | here until September due to threat- 
Stuart Palmer and Cortland Witzsimmons: based on a story by Frank | Gregory LaCava: from story by Frank R. Adams; photographed by Robert ened adverse legislation and poor biz 
Gruber: photographed by Stuart Thompson. Cast: Lynne Overman, Donald | De Grasse. Cast: Ginger Rogers, Walter Connolly, Tim Holt, Kathryn | conditions. 
O’Connor, Robert Paige, Joseph Allen, Jr., Virginia Dale. Susan Paley, Adams, Verree Teasdale, Franklin Pangborn, Ferike Boros, Louis Calhern, 
Walter Soderling. Harry Davenport. Hal Brazeale, John Sheehan, David | Manda Lane, James Ellison, Theodore von Eltz, Florence Lake, Dick Hogan, as 
Clyde, Pat West, Frank M. Thomas. Pierre Watkin, Robert McKenzie, May | Philip Warren. West Va, Indies’ Conv. 
Boley. Monte Vandergrift, Grace Hayle. ‘EVERYTHING’S ON ICE’ (1939-40 release), comedy-drama; produced Clarksburg, W. Va., Aug .8. 
‘RULERS OF THE SEA,’ formerly titled ‘RULER OF THE SEA’; pro-/| by Sol Lesser; directed by Erle C. Kenton; screen play by Adrian Landis West Virginia Independent Theatre 
duced and directed by Frank Lloyd; second unit director, Jim Havens;| and Sherman Lowe; photographed by Russell Metty. Cast: Irene Dare,| Qwners meets here Sept. 26. This 
story and screen play by Talbot Jennings, Frank Cavett and Richard Col-| Roscoe Karns, Edgar Kennedy, Mary Hart, Bobby Watson, Maxine Stewart, association was organized last Sep- 
lins; first unit photographer, Theodor Sparkuhl; second unit Le linn ig Lynn Roberts, Eric Linden. pee o . 
Archie Stout. Cast: Douglas Fairbanks, Jr., Margaret Lockw 5 i ‘FULL CONFESSION’ (1939-40 release), meller; produced by Robert 5 . . ro 
Fyfie. George Bancroft. David Torrence, Montagu Love, Vaughan Glaser, | sick: directed by John Farrow; screen play by Jerry Cady: original by on nt oe a 
Wyndham Standing, Wilson Benge, Lester ‘~——}!, a — Leo Birinsky; photographed by Roy Hunt. Cast: Victor McLaglen, Sally | president. 
ara — yan Gan Spotlin Denia @ Aubuen ‘Dackl | cee amg ee Eilers, Joseph Calleia, Barry Fitzgerald, Elisabeth Risdon, Adele Pearce. | 
Hy ; y, eiiis, Denis , : Bud McTaggart. 
Macollum. George Melford, Dave Thursby, John Burton, Sandy McCall, ; — : : ' MILWAUKEE WOULD K 0 
ow fee < ‘CONSPIRACY,’ romantic-drama; produced by Cliff Reid; directed by | eV. 
Seas Geenam, John Power, Earl Askam, Charles McAvoy. : Lew Landers; screen play by Jerome Chodorov; original story by John 
‘SEVENTEEN’ (1939-40 release), drama; GMO production; eS McCarthy and Faith Thomas; photographed by Frank Redman. Cast: DUALING BY STATUTE 
ducer, Stuart Walker; directed by Louis King; screen play by Agnes Chris-| aijan Lane, Linda Hayes, Robert Barrat, Charley Foy. Lionel Royce, J. 
tine Johnston and Stuart Palmer; based on story by Booth Tarkington and | epg Tn, Wok a aie ° res Resa 
play by Stuart Walker, Hugh Stanislaus Stange and Stannard Means; pho- | Farrell MacDonald, Lester Mathews, Henry Brandon, William Vaughn. eae 
tographed by Victor Milner. Cast: Jackie Cooper, Betty Field, Betty a wy psa Btn ne eninge Sl —" release , comedy, produced Milwaukee, Aug. 8 
Moran, Otto Kruger, Ann Shoemaker, Norma Jean Nelson, Thomas Ross, | by, Robert Sisk; directed by Les Goodwins; screen play by Bert Garnet:| y+ 0.2) exhibs are expected to ask 
attia N one aines ‘ ke’ Paul | Original by Daniel Fuchs; photographed by Jack McKenzie. Cast: Joe ‘ ‘ . bys 
Hattie Noel, Buddy Pepper, Doneld Haines, Peter Hayes, ‘Snowfla io ; a ao, x : lthe common council for an ordi- 
Burns, Jody Gilbert, Hal Clements, Richard Denning, Edward Earle, Stan- | Penner, Betty Grable, Richard Lane, Tom Kennedy, Jack Arnold, Thurston pew limiti in tenets of theatre 
ley Price, Joey Ray. Hall, Max W 2gner. eel imiting e ieng 0 — if 
‘OUR NEIGHBORS—THE CARTERS’ (1939-40 release), family-drama;|, “THE FIGHTING GRINGO,’ western; produced by Bert Gilroy; directed i oe ae’ ‘or Ana 
produced by Charles R. Rogers; directed by Ralph Murphy; screen play by | by David Howard; no writing credits released; photographed by Harry u 1d — she bith ¢ ne yan wnt ‘ 
S. K. Lauren; based on a story by Renaud Hoffman; photographed by | Wild. Cest: George O’Brien, Lupita Tovar, Lucio Willegas, Leroy Mason, | would virtually kill all dual feature: 
George Barnes. Cast: Fay Bainter, Frank Craven, Bennie Bartlett, Donald | William Royle, Glenn Strange, Mary Field. in the county, — 
Brennan, Scotty Beckett, Joyce Arleen, Gloria ts Pee awe. RKO Pix Now in Production oo Wisconsin theatre runs R- 
Genevieve Tobin, Edward McWade, Grace Hayle, Guy Wilkerson, George F . > (1090.4 eis d’c a ” ail .. | three and a half hour show; the 
Anderson, Eddie Marr, Nana Bryant, Norman Phillips, Jr., Richard Clayton, PINOCCHIO’ (1939-40 release), child's folk tale; produced by Walt Dis- 


Richard Denning, Martha Mears, John Conti, John Westley, Patsy Mace, | 


Olaf Hytten. 

‘THE MEDICINE SHOW’; produced by Harry Sherman; associate pro- 
ducer, Joe W. Engle; directed by Lesley Selander; screen play by Harrison 
Jacobs, based on the Hopalong Cassidy character; photographed by Russell 
Harlen. Cast: William Boyd, Russell Hayden, Bernadene Hayes, Marjoric 
Rambeau, Earle Hodgins, Kenneth Harlan, William Papan, George Ander- 
son, Britt Wood, Jack Rockwell, Matt Moore, William Duncan, Eddie Dean, 
Lee Phelps, Bob McKenzie, Murdock MacQuarrie, Bruce Mitchell, Jim 
Pierce. 

‘$1,000 A TOUCHDOWN’ (1939-40 release), comedy; GMO production; 
associate producer, Williaim G. Thomas; directed by James Hogan; crig- 
inal screen play by Delmar Daves; photographed by William Mellor. Cast: 
Joe E. Brown, Martha Raye; Eric Blore, Susan Hayward, John Hartley, 
Matt McHugh, Joyce Mathews, Syd Saylor, Josef Swickward, George Bar- 


ton, Bob Milasch, William Haade, Frank M. Thomas, Grace Goodall, D’Arcy 


Corrigen, Hugh Sothern, Charles Middleton, Constantin Romanoff. Al 


ney from story by C. Collodi. Feature-length Technicolor cartoon. 

| “THE HUNCHBACK OF NOTRE DAME’ (1939-40 release), drama; pro- 
' duced by Pandro S. Berman; directed by William Dieterle; from novel by 
Victor Hugo; photographed by Joseph August. Cast: Charles Laughton, 
Maureen O’Hara, Sir Cedric Hardwicke, Thomas Mitchell, Walter Hamp- 
| den, Harry Davenport, Edmund O’Brien, Etiene Girardot, Fritz Lieber, 





Palace, a two and three-quarter hour 
bill and the Warner, a three-hour 
show. All are chain main stemmers. 





Wis.’ Civil Rights Bill 
Madison, Wis., Aug. %. 





Katherine Alexander, Minna Gombell, Alan Marshal, George Zucco, Arthur 
Hohl, Rod La Rocque, Spencer Charters, George Tobias, Curt Bois, Kathryn 
| Adams, Dorothy Lovett. 


| ‘ALLEGHENY FRONTIER’ (1939-40 release), historical drama: produced 
| by P. J. Wolfson; directed by William Seiter; screen play by P. J. Wolfson | 
from the novel by Neil Swanson; photographed by Nick Musurzaca. Cast: 
John Wayne, Claire Trevor, Cedric Hardwicke, Wilfrid Lawson, Brian 
| Donlevy, Robert Barrat, Chill Wills, John F. Hamilton, Moroni Olsen, Edie 
| Quillan, George Sanders, Ian Wolfe, Wallis Clark, Monte Montague. 


| “THREE SONS’ (1939-40 release), drama; produced by Robert Sisk: | 
| directed by Jack Hively; screen play by John Twist from novel by Lesiei 





i 


{ 


The Rubin civil rights bill passed 
its first test in the state assembly 
here when the House refused to kill 
the measure, 45 to 34, but further ac- 
tion was delayed when Speaker Ver- 
non Themson moved reconsideration 
of the vote. 

Measure would require proprietors 
of theatres, hotels and places of pub- 
lic accommodation to give equal 


Herman. Jimmy Conlin, Tom Dugan, George McKay, Jack Perrin, Fritzi Cohen: photographed by Russell Meity. Cast: Edward Ellis, Williaim Gare i richts to all regardless of race, creed 


Brunette, Phil Dunham, Gertrude Astor, Johnny Morris, Dot Farley, Tiny | 


(Continued on page 24) 


color or nationality. 
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Dear Mr. Exhibitor: 


We have just screened a picture which will be in the headlines of the 
trade press box-office reports immediately after release, August 11th. 


When you book the picture, just call out the cops and settle down for 
a long run. Here comes ROBERT TAYLOR, HEDY LAMARR 
in M-G-M’s “LADY OF THE TROPICS.” 


Directed by Jack Conway + Produced by Sam-Zimbalist + Screen Play by Ben Heche 
THE FRIENDLY (especially in Summer!) COMPANY 
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Advance Production Chart 





«Coniinued from page 20) 


fan, Ke nt Taylor. J. Edward Bromberg, Katharine Alexander, Adele 
Pearce, Barbara Pepper, Virginia Vale, Robert Stanton. 
“VIGIL IN THE NIGHT? (1939-40 release), drama; produced and directed 


by George Sievens: from novel by A, J. Cronin: photographed by Robert | 


De Grasse. Cast: Carole Lombard, Brian Aherne, Anne Shirley, Brenda 


Forbes. Robert Coote. | 
Republic | 


Now Balance to | 
in Be Placed Stories in 





Number Number Now 


of Pix Com- Shoot- Cutting Before Prepara- 
Promised pleted ing Rooms Cameras tion 
oie dave 59 54 1 5 2 2 


Pictures in the cutting rooms or awaiting previews: 

*“SMUGGLER’S CARGO,’ formerly titled ‘MOB FURY,’ meller: produced 
and directed by John H. Auer; original screen play by Earl Felton and | 
Michael Jacoby; photographed by Jack Marta. Cast: Barry Mackay, 
Rochelle Hudson, Cliff Edwards, Ralph Morgan, Arthur Loft, George Bar- 
bier, John Wray, Robert Homans. 

‘NEW FRONTIER,’ formerly titled ‘RAIDERS OF THE WASTELAND, 
Three Mesquiteers western; produced by William Berke; directed by | 
George Sherman: original screen play by Betty Burbridge and Luci Ward; | 
photographed by Reggie Lanning. Cast: John Wayne, Ray Corrigan. Ray- | 
mond Hatton, Phylis Isley, Sammy McKim, Eddie Waller. Dave O’Brien. | 
Slim Whittaker, Bill Nestell, Bud McClure, Bob Burns, Frankie Marvin, 
Leroy Mason. 

_ ‘DICK TRACY'S G-MEN’ (1939-40 release), 15-chapter serial: produced | 
by Robert Beche: co-directed by William Witney and Jack English: orig- | 
inal screen play by Barry Shipman, Ronald Davidson, Franklin Adreon, 
Sol Shor and Rex Taylor: photographed by William Nobles. Cast: Ralph | 
Byrd, Irving Pichel, Ted Pearson, George Douglas, Walter Miller. 

“WALL STREET COWBOY,’ western with songs; produced and directed | 
by Joe Kane: screen play by Norman Hall and Gerald Geraghty: original | 
story by Doris Schroeder; photographed by Jack Marta. Cast: Roy Rogers, | 
George Hayes, Raymond Hatton, Ann Baldwin, Craig Reynolds, Pierre | 
Watkin, Ivan Miller, Louisiana Lou. 

‘FLIGHT AT MIDNIGHT?” (1939-40 release), meller; produced by Armand 
Schaefer; directed by Sidney Salkow; screen play by Elliott Gibbons; 
original by Hugh King and Daniel Moore; photographed by Ernie Miller. 
Cast: Phil Regan, Roscoe Turner, Jean Parker, Robert Armstrong, Noah 
Beery, Jr., Harlin Briggs, Harry Hayden, Helen Lynd, Barbara Pepper. 

Republic Pix Now in Production 

‘CALLING ALL MARINES’ (1939-40 release), meller; produced by 
Armand Schaefer; directed by John H. Auer; screen play by Ear! Felton: 
original story by Harrison Carter; photographed by Ernest Miller. Cast: | 
Donald Barry, Helen Mack, Robert Kent, Warren Hymer, Leon Ames, Cy | 
Kendall, Selmer Jackson, Jeanette McLeay, George Chandler. 


20th Century-Fox 


(1939-40) 








Now Balance to 


Number Number Now in Be Placed Stories in 





of Pix Cem- Shoot- Cutting Before Prepara- 
Promised pleted ing Rooms Cameras tien 
reer 52 3 2 12 36 36 


Pictures in the cutting rooms or awaiting previews are: 


‘WHITE LADY OF THE ORIENT,’ formerly titled ‘GIRL FROM 
BROOKLYN,’ formerly titled ‘BY THE DAWN’S EARLY LIGHT’ ‘for 
1938-39 season); produced by Edward Kaufman; directed by Gregory Ratoff; 
original by Gene Markey; photographed by Karl Freund. Cast: Warner 
Baxter, Alice Faye, Charles Winninger, Keye Luke, Arthur Treacher, 
Willie Fung, Doris Lloyd, Leonid Snegoff. 

‘CHICKEN WAGON FAMILY’ (1939-40 release), family comedy: pro- 
duced by Sol M. Wurtzel; directed by Herbert I. Leeds; no writing credits 
released; photographed by Edward Cronjager. Cast: Jane Withers, Leo 
Carillo, Marjorie Weaver, Kane Richmond, Spring Byington, Inez Pallange. | 

‘STOP, LOOK AND LOVE,’ formerly titled ‘HARMONY AT HOME’ | 
(1939-40 release), family comedy; produced by Sol, M. Wurtzel; directed by | 
Otto Brower: no writing credits released: photographed by Lucien Androit. | 
Cast: Jean Rogers, Robert Kellard, William Frawley, Cora Sue Collins, 
Helen Freeman, Jay Ward, Roger McGee, Eddie Collins. 

‘THE ESCAPE,’ formerly titled ‘EAST SIDE, WEST SIDE’ (1939-40 re- 
lease); produced by Sol M. Wurtzel; directed by Ricardo Cortez; no writing 
credits released; photographed by Edward Cronjager. Cast: Amanda Duff, 
Kane Richmond, June Gale, Henry Armetta, Frank Reicher, Leona Roberts, 
Edward Norris, Scotty Beckett, Rex Downing, Jimmy Butler. 

‘QUICK MILLIONS,’ formerly titled ‘JONES FAMILY AT GRAND 
CANYON’ (1939-40 release), family drama; produced by John Stone: di- | 
rected by Malcolm St, Clair; no writing credits released; photographed by 
Lucien Andriot. Cast: Jed Prouty, Spring Byington, George Ernest, Billy 
Mahan, June Carlson, Florence Roberts, Eddie Collins, Fred Kelsey. 

‘CHARLIE CHAN AT TREASURE ISLAND’ (1939-40 release), mystery 
drama; produced by Edward Kaufman; directed by Norman Foster; no 
writing credits released; photographed by Virgil Miller. Cast: Sidney 
Toler, Sen Yung, Cesar Romero, Pauline Moore, John Carradine, Sally 
Blane, Charles Halton. 

“HEAVEN WITH A BARBED-WIRE FENCE’ (1939-40 release), comedy- 
drama: produced by Sol Wurtzel: directed by Ricardo Cortez: screen play 
by Dalton Trumbo, Leonard Hoffman and Ben Grauman Kohn: based on 
original by Dalton Trumbo; photographed by Edward Cronjager. Cast: 
Glenn Ford, Nick Conte, Jean Rogers, Raymond Walburn, Eddie Collins, 
Marjorie Rambeau, Ward Bond, Irving Bacon. 

‘HOLLYWOOD CAVALCADE,’ formerly titled ‘FALLING STAR’ (1939- 


40 release). cavalcade of Hollywood; produced by Harry Joe Brown; | 


assisted by Mack Sennett; directed by Irving Cummings; second unit direc- 
tor, Malcolm St. Clair; screen play by Ernest Pascal: based on a story by 
Lou Breslow and Hilary Lynn: photographed by Ernest Palmer. Cast: 
Alice Faye, Don Ameche, J. Edward Bromberg, Stuart Erwin. George 
Givot, Buster Keaton, Chick Chandler, Donald Meek, Jed Prouty, Robert 
Lowery. Lynn Bari, Willie Fung, Alan Curtis. : 


‘CITY IN DARKNESS’ (1939-40 release), meller; produced by John Stone: | 


directed by Herbert I. Leeds; screen play by Robert Ellis and Helen Logan: 
based on a play by Gina Kaus and Ladislaus Fodor; photographed by Virgil 
Miller. Cast: Sidney Toler, Lynn Bari, Douglas Dumbrille, Harold Huber. 
Pedro De Cordoba, Noel Madison, C. Henry Gordon, Dorothy Tree, Louis 
Mercier, Alphonse Ma:tell, George Davis. 

“WE'RE IN THE ARMY NOW,’ formerly titled ‘TIN HATS’ (1939-40 re- 
lease), comedy; produced by Sol Wurtzel; directed by Bruce Humberstone; 
no writing credits released; photographed by Lucien Andriot. Cast: Jane 
Withers, the Ritz Brothers, Lynn Bari, Stanley Fields, Andrienne D’Am- 
bricourt. 

‘THE ADVENTURES OF SHERLOCK HOLMES’ (1939-40 release), mvys- 
tery; produced by Gene Markey; directed by Alfred Werker; based on 
play by William Gillette with permission of the executors of the late Sir 
Arthur Conen Doyle; screen play by Edwin Blum and William Drake. 
Cast; Basil Rathbone. Nigel Bruce, Ida Lupino, Alan Marshal, Terry Kil- 


burn, Lionel Atwill. E. E. Clive, George Regas, Arthur Hohl, George Zucco, | 


Lawrence Grossmith. 


‘THE RAINS CAME’ (1939-40 release), drama: produced by Harry Joe 
Brown: directed by Clarence Brown; original story by Louis Bromfield; 


photographed by Bert Glennon. Cast: Myrna Loy, George Brent. Tyrone 
Power, Joseph Schildkraut, Jane Darwell, Henry Travers, Marie Ouspens- 


kaya, Montague Shaw. H. B. Warner, Nigel Bruce, Marjorie Rambeau. Mary | 
Nach, Brenda Jovce. Laura Hope Crews, Abner Biberman, William Royle, 


Sonia Charsky, Adele Labansat. 
20th-Fox Pix Now in Production 
‘DRUMS ALONG THE MOHAWKH’ (1939-40 release) (Technicolor), out- 


door drama: produced by Raymond Griffith; directed by John Ford: from | 


novel by Walter D. Edmonds; screen play by Lamar Trotti and Sonya 
Levien; photographed by Bert Glennon; Cast: Claudette Colbert, Henry 


| Walter Wanger..... 


| David O. Selznick; associate producer, Leslie Howard; directed by Gregory 


Te 40 0 3 e 36 30 
Arlen-Devine 

| MOOMe ..ccocce 7 0 1 2 4 4 

| WROCRRTES a cccoeece _ rT) i 2 4 4 

| errr " 4 v ° 2 2 2 

| Famous Productions 3 0 6 0 3 3 

| er . 61 0 5 14 43 43 


| Albertson, Marion Burns, Paul Fix, Byron Fougler, Eddy C. Waller, Charles 
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Fonda, John Carradine, Eddie Collins, Linda Darnell, Edna May Oliver, | 
Arthur Shields, Jessie Ralph, Roger Imhoff, Francis Ford, Kay Linaker, | 
Russell Simpson, Spencer Charters. 

‘HERE I AM A STRANGER’ (1939-40 release), drama: produced by Harry 
Joe Brown; directed by Roy Del Ruth; no writing credits released: photo- 
graphed by Leon Shamroy. Cast: Richard Greene, Brenda Joyce, Richard 
Dix. Rolend Young, Gladys George, Katherine Aldridge, Edward Norris, 
John Arledge, Robert Shaw, Richard Bond, Robert Lowery, Charles 


United Artists 


(1939-40) 








Now Balance to 
Number Number Now in Be Placed Stories in 
of Pix Com- Shoot- Cutting Before Prepara- 
Promised pleted ing Keoms Cameras tion 
Samuel Goldwyn... 2 
Selznick 
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(Laurel-Hardy) .. 
Alexander Korda... 
Edward Small..... e 
Lesser-Lubitsch ... 
Douglas Fairbanks, 
David L. Leew..... 
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Pictures in the cutting room or awaiting previews are: 

‘THE REAL GLORY,’ historical drama; produced by Samuel Goldwyn; | 
directed by Henry Hathaway; screen play by Jo Swerling and Robert R. | 
Presnell from novel by Charles L, Clifford; photographed by Rudolph Mate. 
Cast: Gary Cooper, Andrea Leeds, David Niven, Reginald Owen, Broderick 
Crawford, Maurice Moscovitch, Vladmir Sokoloff, Thurston Hall, Russell 
Hicks, Roy Gordon, William Stack, 

‘INTERMEZZO’ (1939-40 release), romantic drama; executive producer, 
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Ratoff; original story by Gaesta Stevens and Gustav Molander; photo- 
graphed by Greg Toland, replacing Henry Stradling. Cast: Leslie Howard, 
Ingrid Bergman, Edna Best, John Halliday, Ann Todd, Douglas Scott, Cecil 
Kelloway, Eleanor Wesselhoeft, Enid Bennett. 

UA Pix New in Production 


‘THE HOUSEKEEPER’S DAUGHTER’ (1939-40 release), comedy-drama; 
produced and directed by Hal Roach; screen play by Rian James and Gor- 
don Douglas from novel by Donald Henderson Clark; photographed by 
Norbert Brodine. Cast: Joan Bennett, Adolphe Menjou, William Gargan, 
John Hubbard, George E. Stone, Peggy Wood, Luis Alberni, J. Farrell Mac- 
Donald, Lilian Bond, Mare Lawrence, Rosina Galli, Victor Mature. 

‘ETERNALLY YOURS’ (1939-40 release), romantic comedy: produced by 
Walter Wanger; directed by Tay Garnett: original screen play by Gene 
Towne and Graham Baker; photographed by Merritt Gerstad. Cast: 
Loretta Young, David Niven, Hugh Herbert, C. Aubrey Smith, ZaSu Pitts, 
Raymond Walburn, Virginia Field, Eve Arden, Billie Burke, Broderick 
Crawford, 


Universal 
(1939-40) 





Now Balance to 
Number Number Now in Be Placed Stories in 
of Pix Com- Shoot- Cutting Before Prepara- 
Promised pleted ing Rooms Cameras tion 


Pictures in the cutting rooms or awaiting previews: 

‘MUTINY ON THE BLACKHAWK,’ formerly titled ‘IN OLD CALI- 
FORNIA’ (1939-40 release), produced by Ben Pivar; directed by Christy 
Cabanne; original screen play by Michael L. Simmons: photographed by 
John Boyle. Cast: Richard Arlen, Andy Devine, Constance Moore, Noah | 
Beery, Guinn ‘Big Boy’ Williams, Thurston Hall. Richard Lane, Mabel 





Trowbridge, Edward J. LeSaint, William Moore, Edwin Stanley, Mala, | 
Sandra Kane, Mamo Clark, Princess Luana. 

‘OREGON TRAIL’ (1939-40 release), western serial; produced by Henry 
MacRae; directed by Ford Beebe and Saul Goodkind; origina! screen play 
by George Plympton, Basil Dickey, Edmund Kelso and W. W. Watson; 
photographed by Jerry Ash. Cast: Johnny Mack Brown, Louise Stanley, 
Fuzzy Knight, Ed LeSaint, Bill Cody, Jr., Colin Kenny, Jim Toney, Jack C, 
Smith, Charles Stevens, Charles Murphy, Roy Barcroft, James Blaine, 
Charles King, Forrest Taylor. 

‘HERO FOR A DAY,’ formerly titled ‘OLD GRAD,’ produced by Ken 
Goldsmith; directed by Harold Young; screen play by Harold Buchman; | 
original story by Matt Taylor; photographed by John Boyle. Cast: Charley | 
Grapewin, Anita Louise, Dick Foran, Frances Robinson, Richard Lane, | 
Zurton Churchill, Samuel S. Hinds, David Holt, Jerry Marlowe, Eddie | 
Acuff, Cully Richards, Emma Dunn. | 

‘THE PHANTOM CREEPS’ (serial for 1939-40 release). produced by 
Henry MacRae; co-directed by Ford Beebe and Saul A. Goodkind; original 
screen play by Willis Cooper, George Plympton, Basil Dickey and Mildred | 
Barish; photographed by Jerry Ash. Cast: Bela Lugosi, Robert Kent, 
Dorothy Arnold, Regis Toomey, Anthony Averill, Edwin Stanley, Jack C. 
Smith, Roy Barcroft, Eddie Acuff, Forrest Taylor, Edward Van Sloan, | 
Karl Hackett, Robert Blair, Jerry Frank. 

‘TROPIC FURY,’ formerly titled ‘FURY OF THE TROPICS’ (1939-40 re- 
| lease), meller; produced by Ben Pivar; directed by Christy Cabanne; orig- 
inal story by Maurice Tombragel and Ben Pivar; screen play by Michael | 
|L. Simmons; photographed by Jerry Ash. Cast: Richard Arlen, Andy | 
| Devine, Beverly Roberts, Samuel S. Hinds, Lupita Tovar, Lou Merrill, | 
| Leonard Mudie, Noble Johnson, Adia Kuznetzoff, Charles Trowbridge, | 

Milburn Stone, George Humert, Frank Mitchell. | 
| ‘HAWAIIAN NIGHTS’ (1939-40 release) musical comedy: produced by | 
| Max Golden; directed by Al Rogell; no writing credits released; photo- | 
| graphed by Stanley Cortez. Cast: Johnny Downs, Constance Moore, Mary | 
| Carlisle, Eddie Quillan, Thurston Hall, Samuei S. Hinds, Etienne Girardot, | 
| Robert Emmett Keane, Matty Malneck and orchestra, Frances Robinson, | 
Al Kikume, Chief Willow Bird, Princess Luana. 
| ‘LONDON BY MIDNIGHT,’ formerly titled ‘THEY CAN’T HANG ME,’ 
| mystery meller; produced by Irving Starr; directed by Otis Garrett; 
screen play by Robertson White from novel by James Ronald; photographed 
| by Arthur Martinelli. Cast: Edmund Lowe, Wendy Barrie, Bruce Lister, 

Walter Kingsford, Forrester Harvey, J. M. Kerrigan, Barlowe Borland, 

Vernon Steele, Reginald Barlowe. 
| ‘WHEN TOMORROW COMES,’ formerly titled ‘MODERN CINDER- 
| ELLA’; produced and directed by John M. Stahl; original by James M. 
| Cain: photographed by John Mescall. Cast: Irene Dunne, Charles Boyer, 
| Nydia Westman, Frances Robinson, Philip Trent, Myrtis Crynley, Edward 
| Earle, Inez Courtney, Florence Lake, Dorothy Granger, Helen Lind, Mary 
| Treen, Kitty McHugh. 

‘THE UNDERPUP’ (1939-40 release), produced by Joe Pasternack; 
| directed by Richard Wallace; screen play by Grover Jones: from story by 

I. A. R. Wylie; photographed by Hal Mohr. Cast: Gloria Jean, Nan Grey, 
| Robert Cummings, Virginia Weidler, Ann Gillis, Ernest Truex, Doris Lloyd. 
‘IN OLD OKLAHOMA,’ formerly titled ‘OUTLAWED MARSHAL’ (1939- 
| 40 release), western; produced by Albert Ray; directed by Ford Beebe; 
| original screen play by Ford Beebe; photographed by Jerry Ash. Cast: 
Johnny Mack Brown, Bob Baker, Fuzzy Knight, Anne Gwynne, James 
Blaine, Lane Chandler, Horace Murphy, Robert Kortman, Lloyd Ingraham, 
| Charles King, Anthony Warde, Joe Delacruze, Harry Tembrook, The Texas 
Rangers. 

‘MISSING EVIDENCE’ (1939-40 release), meller: no producer assigned; 
directed by Phil Rosen; no writing credits released; photographed by Mil- | 
i (Continued on page 26) 
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|Hinshaw. In the past, 
merely shrugged his shoulders, but 


—=3 





Anti-Pix Sniping 


(Continued from page 3) 











Neely, there is always a chance that 
Boren can slip something through, 
The majors naturally cannot or. 
ganize a very effective defence wntil 
they see what he would like tu do, 
He could take advantage of the con- 
centration on the Neely bill, how- 
ever, to push a measure through the 
committee and then through the 
house. 

Denouncing the film industry is, 
on the whole, a good stock in trade 
for certain types of politicians. The 
mere bigness of the leading com- 
panies, the often tactless show of af- 
fluence and pride, and the fact that 
almost everybody in the country is 
interested directly in pictures, com- 
bine to make capital for the candi- 
dates who chuck the reformers 
under the chin. Meanwhile, since 


fessional reformers need something 
concrete to deplore. Pictures an- 
swer that need. 


There is no doubt that the film 
industry needs friends and sooner or 
later will suffer some _ restrictive 
legislation. Government = super- 
vision, if not direct control, seems 
inevitable unless the major com- 
panies change their tactics and do 
more than in the past to appease 
critics, both within the trade and on 
the outside. But the time does not 
seem to have arrived. 


See Much Jan. Pressure 


The legislative situation is not 
particularly auspicious for propon- 
ents of such reforms. When the 
law-makers come back in January, 
they will be operating under con- 
siderable pressure, and not disposed 
to take up anything of controversial 
nature in an election year. A short 
session is desired—particularly since 
this year’s has been drawn out much 
longer than was expected and the 
revolts against President Roosevelt 
have been so damaging—and there 
is the natural inclination in the year 
of a Presidential and Congressional 
campaign to get finished early, 
Members have fence-mending to 
keep them occupied, plus the party 
conventions, 

Californians are in a_ strategic 
spot to erect barriers in the wavy of 
legislation, but whatever happens 
will hinge pretty much on the sue- 
cess of missionaries working on cer- 
tain Republicans. The House Inter- 
state Commerce Committee—which 
technically has before it the com- 
panion of the Neely measure—is 
chairmanned by one Californian, 
Rep. Clarence Lea, and iis minority 
roster includes a second, Rep. Cart 
Lea has 


Hinshaw is actively watching with 
a view to putting the brakes on ff 
a rush act is attempted. Between 
them, they possess enough influence 
to check if not kill the legislation. 
Any demand for hearings—and such 
a request is sure to be made when- 
ever there is an attempt to force 
a showdown—probably would be 
granted. Filibustering, consequently, 
would be likely in these circum- 
stances to kill the matter. 

Little is said about it openly, but 
there is another reason why s:deline 
watchers, including a number of in- 
dustry scouts, show no alarm despite 
the one-sided Senate voie. There is 
some grounds for believing that cer- 
tain ‘sponsors’ of the Neely legisla- 
tion, including some within the 
trade, do not want the bill to be- 
come law. By letting it get through 
one house, they have a convenient 
club—exhibs have a weapon with 
which to force concessions from the 
distributors, attorneys to collect 
fees, and legislators ‘(if thev have 
such ethics) to wangle campaign 
contributions. There are no direct 
accusations, but this phase has to be 
kept in mind. The bill, to some 
skeptics, has earmarks of a lucrative 
racket, Some of the reformers— 
church, civic, educational. and simi- 
lar groups—unquestionably are sin- 
cere, but the motives of ail indi- 
viduals professing to be behind th: 
meé€asure are not above challenge. 

- 





She’s a Girl Now 


Hollywood, Aug. &.~* 

Phoney boyhood wished on little 
Sandra, Universal’s infant sitar, is 
being tossed out and the young lady 
hereafter will sail under her true 
gender. She was cast as a baby boy 
in two pictures, ‘East Side of 
Heaven’ and ‘Unexpected Father.’ | 
Next picture will be ‘Hello, 
Stranger,’ in which she'll share twp 


| billing with Hugh Herbert. 
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‘STANLEY AND 


LIVINGSTONE 
ATTENDANCE 








DARRYL F. ZANUCK'’'S 
Praduction of , 


STANLEY and 


PA ATHASTENY 0.) oa 
SPENCER TRACY 


NANCY KELLY - RICHARD GREENE 


WALTER BRENNAN CHARLES COBURN * SIR CEDRIC 
HARDWICKE - HENRY HULL « HENRY TRAVERS 
d Directed by HENRY KING _. 


Associate:-Praducer Kenneth Macgowon - Screen Play by 
Philip Dunne and Julien Josephson - His*orical Research 
and Story Outline by Hol Long ond Sam Heliman 
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RKO Recpening Ho 








uses: $7 700 B&K 





RKO theatres which shuttered for, 


the summer, are reopening early, | 


headed by the Palace, Chicago, | 
which relights Friday (11). John J. 


O'Connor, circuit operator, has as- 
signed Aug. 17 as the opening date 
for the Albee, Providence, and Aug. 
18 for the Orpheum, Kansas City. 

Other reopenings scheduled are 
Alden, Jamaica, Aug. 25; Strand, 
Syracuse, Aug. 25; Trent, Trenton, 
Sept. 1, and Orpheum, Champaign, 
Ill., Sept. 8. ‘ 

Switching headquarters over his | 
sales district in RKO from Detroit | 
to Philadelphia, Nat Levy will be) 
established in the latter key at 
RKO’s local exchange in about two 
weeks, he estimates. He is the 
brother of Jules Levy, general sales 
manager of RKO, and has been in 
Detroit for some years now. 

Change of headquarters to Phila- 
delphia has been brought about by 
a realignment of RKO’s sales dis- 
tricts for better coverage and effi- 
ciency. J. H. (Herb) McIntyre, who 
has all of New England, now also has 
New York state, including the Buf- 
falo territory. 

Distrib B&K Prizes 
Chicago, Aug. 8. 

Prizes totaling $2,700 were dis- 
tributed to Balaban & Katz theatre 
managers in the John Balaban drive. 
Original kitty was for $2,500 but ad- 
ditional coin was distributed in two 
tie situations. 

Loop winners were Roy Bruder, 
of the Chicago, $250, and Sam Soible, 
Apollo, $150. In the ‘A’ houses, 
Ambrose Conroy of the Southtown 
copped the top coin award of $250; 
George Brandt, Tivoli, $150, while 
Charles Cottle of the Marbro and 
Ralph Wettstein, Riviera, drew a C-| 
note apiece. 

Harry Odendahl of the Congress 
snagged the $250 award in the ‘B’ 
house classification; Ed O’Donnell, 
Paradise, grabbed the $150 second | 
prize with Ed Gloughy, Gateway. | 
and Bill Methe of the Tower getting | 
$100 each. In the ‘C’ houses George 
Romine of the Senate came in ahead 
for the $250, Ted Boisemmeau, 
Terminal-Nortown drew $150 and | 
Leonard Schiff of the Central Park 
wound up with a yard. 

Bill Briscoe galloped home the big 
winner in the general release situa- 
tions, snagging the $250 for his work 
at the Cine; Harry Hadfield of the 
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| known in the southwest as the dean 


Belpark got $150 while Sam Levin 
of the Luna and McNeil Smith of 
the Will Rogers drew $100 each. 





Frank Walker's Checkup 
Buffalo, Aug. 8. 
Frank C. Walker, head of the 


Comerford Amus. Co. was in upstate | 


New York for a few days checking 
the Comerford theatres operated in 
conjunction with Mike Kallett. 


Frank B. Quinlivan former man- | 


ager of Shea's Elmwood resigned to 


become manager for Schine in 
Rochester. 
New Randolf theatre, Randolf, 


N. Y., opens Labor Day under man- 
agement of Keith & Garfield. 





Arthur Lucas Hosts Execs 
Atlanta, Aug. 8. 

Combining business and pleasure, 
execs and city mgrs. of Lucas & Jen- 
kins, Inc., Georgia chain operators, 
gathered at Lucas Lodge, at Point 
Peter, Ga., as guests of Arthur Lu- 
cas, prez of chain. Gathering was 
three-day affair, with mornings de- 
voted to fun—lake and deep sea fish- 
ing, swimming, etc.—and p.m.’s to 


biz, featured by roundtable ee 


sions. 


Those attending were host Lucas, | 


v.p., and treasurer William K. Jen- 
kins, district manager E. E. Whitaker, 
Charles Powell, Moultrie; A. Latimer 
Heard, Elberton; Moon Corker, 
Athens; O. L. Benson, Gainesville; 
Earle M. Holden, Atlanta; Art Barry, 
Macon; Bill Wilson, Waycross; Mrs. 
Alma King, Brunswick; Hudson Ed- 
wards, Savannah; Willis J. Davis, E. 
B. Witham, C. P. Rhino, A. C. Cowles, 
all of Atlanta, and I. L. Shields, Co- 
lumbus. 





Feteing Homer Mulky 
Dallas, Aug. 8. 
Homer Mulky, of Clarendon, Texas, 


caster, plans modernizing both. 

Roy V. Osman, former wholesale 
confectioner, acquired the Paxtang, 
| 499-seater nabe, from Gottdeiner, 
Cohn & Gottdeiner. 


| 
| caster, pi Lebanon, Lititz and Lan- 
| 


Fred Friestock building new one | 


Prizes; Theatre-Exchange Moves 3:59" 


During vacation of Sam Gilman, at 
Gilman's special request, his as- 
sistant manager, Carl Rogers, is 
operating Loew's Regent here. Gil- 
man asked Carter Barron not to 
send in another man from the circuit 
,; to handle the house in his absence 





| Skouras Wins Tax Cut 
Trenton, Aug. 8. 

Skouras theatres, operators of the 
Terminal, Newark, today won a su- 
preme court decision reducing the 
1936 tax assessment levied against 
| that house by $146,200. Justice Jo- 
seph L. Bodine ruled no definite jus- 
tification for the City of Newark to 
increase 1935 assessment from $237,- 
100 to $383,300. 

Appeal of circuit from increased 
assessment previously had been re- 
jected by the State Board of Tax 
Appeals, 





Griffith's Revamp 


Oklahoma City, Aug. 8. 

A number of changes have been 
announced in the managerial setup 
| of the Griffith companies with E. R. 
Slocum of El Reno, named new city 
| Manager of the four theatres there 
| to succeed Kenneth Blackledge, new 
city manager at Okmulgee, Okla. 

Slocum, former Griffith division 
manager, resigned two years ago to 
build and operate the El Caro at El 
Reno. which was purchased by 
Griffith last week and added to its 
other three houses there. 

Turner Morrisett, city manager at 
Claremore, Okla., resigned, suc- 
ceeded by Calvin Council, moved 
from city manager at Wellington, 
Texas. W. L. Lusk, city manager at 
Sunray, Texas, moved to the Well- 
ington spot, and Charles Oliver, as- 
sistant manager at Pampa, Texas, 
elevated to city managership at Sun- 
ray, Texas. 





Mono’s New Mers. 





of Texas exhibs, will be honored 
with a barbecue party Sunday (13) 
commemorating his 29 years in the 
film biz in that city. 

Harold Brooks, Metro; T. P. Tid- 
well, 26th, and Marie Sexton, Repub- 
lic, all of Dallas are the planners, 





Chertcoff Adds Two 
Harrisburg, Pa., Aug. 8. 
H. Chertcoff’s central Pennsyl- 
vania string increased by two with | 
addition of Elks and Majestic, in 
nearby Middletown, acquired from 
Aaron Palmer. Chertcoff, who also 
owns and operates theatres in> 
Lemoyne, Steelton, Mr. Joy, Eliza- 


} 
| 
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New branch managers have been 
Monogram at San 
Francisco and Portland. William M. 
Duggan, Jr., replaces F. Howard 
Butler in S. F., while in Portland, 


—————__——3 


| Advance Production Chari 








(Continued from page 24) 

ton Krasner. Cast: Preston Foster, Irene Hervey, Chick Chandler 
| Courtney, Noel Madison, Joe Downing. — se 
| ‘ONE HOUR TO LIVE’ (1939-40 release), meller; 
Yohalem; directed by Harold Schuster; original screen play by Roy 
Chanslor; photographed by George Robinson. Cast: Doris Nolan, Charles 
Bickford, Samuel S. Hinds, John Litel, Jack Carr, Robert Emmett Keane 
Emory Parnell, John Gallaudet. ' 
‘DESPERATE TRAILS’ (1939-40), western with songs; produced and di- 
rected by Albert Ray; original screen play by Andrew Dennison; photo- 
graphed by Jerry Ash. Cast: Johnny Mack Brown, Bob Baker, Fuzzy 
Knight, Frances Robinson, Russell Simpson, Clarence Wilson, Ed Cassidy 
Fern Emmett. F 


‘BAD COMPANY,’ formerly titled ‘BRIGHT VICTORY’ (1939-40 release) 
drama; produced by Burt Kelly; directed by Joseph Santley; no writing 
credits released; photographed by Elwood Bredell. Cast: Jackie Cooper 
Freddie Bartholomew, Melville Cooper, Dorothy Peterson, J. M. Kerrigan. 

Universal Pix Now in Production 

‘FIRST LOVE,’ drama with music; produced by Joe Pasternak: directed 
by Henry Koster; no writing credits released; photographed by Joseph 
Valentine. Cast: Deanna Durbin, Helen Parrish, Robert Stack. Eugene 
Pallette, Lewis Howard, Leatrice Joy, Marcia Mae Jones, Charles Coleman, 


ee Howard, Samuel S. Hinds, Virginia Brissac, Jack Mulhall Mary 
reen. 


‘RIO’ (1939-40 release), romantic drama with son $; no producer assig . 
directed by John Brahm; no writing credits ssheanee shdneapannen be Hai 
Mohr. Cast: Sigrid Gurie, Basil Rathbone, Victor McLaglen, Robert Cum- 
mings, Leo Carrillo. : 

‘CALL A MESSENGER,’ drama; produced by Ken Goldsmith: dir 
by Arthur Lubin; screen play by Arthur T. Horman; original by Saty 
Sandlin and Michele Kraike; photographed by Elwood Bredell. Cast: 
Little Tough Guys, Victor Jory, Robert Armstrong, Anne Nagel, Buster 
Crabbe, Rand Brooks, Mary Carlisle, Jimmy Butler, E] Brendel. ’ ‘ 

‘LEGION OF LOST FLYERS,’ meller; produced by Ben Pivar: directed 
by Christy Cabanne; original story by Ben Pivar; photographed by Jerome 
Ash. Cast: Richard Arlen, Andy Devine, Anne Nagel, Ona Munson, Guinn 
‘Big Boy’ Williams, William Lundigan, Leon Ames, Theodore Von Eltz 
Leon Belasco, David Willock, Eddie Waller, Pat Flaherty, Edith Mills, 
Jerry Marlowe. ' 

‘CHIP OF THE FLYING U,’ western; Front Office production: directed 
by Ralph Staub; original story by Andrew Bennison; photographed by 
William Sickner, Cast: Johnny Mack Brown, Bob Baker, Fuzzy Knight. 


Warners 
(1939-40) 


produced by George 








Now Balance to 


-tumber Number Now in Be Placed Stories in 
of Pix Com- Shoot- Cutting Before Prepara- 
Promised pleted ing Rooms Cameras tion 
re ° 48 3 6 17 22 2% 


Pictures in the cutting rooms or awaiting previews are: 
‘SECRET ENEMY,’ formerly titled ‘ENEMY AGENT,’ meller; produced 
by Bryan Foy; associate producer, Mark Hellinger; no writing credits; 





Walter Wessling takes charge, suc- 
ceeding Cecil Farnes. Future plans 
of out-going branch managers not 


nown, | 
Wessling was in charge of the! 
Portland and Seattle offices for 


Gaumont-British for five years. 


RKO Underwrit’g 














(Continued from page 2) 





William Mallard as secretary of the 
company on it. 

Conde Nast, George L. Schaefer 
and Ned E. Depinet were not present 


| at the meeting. 


Other features of the agreement 


will make an offer to unsecured 
creditors and to Rockefeller Center 





| 
| 
| 
| 
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MUSIC HALL 


HELD OVER 


"IN NAME 
ONLY" 


Spectacular Stage Productions 











_- $$$ 


HELD OVER 
Gary Cooper IN PERSON 
, Phil 
‘ Spital 
Paramount’s New pitainy 
and Hig 


“BEAU GESTE” | 


ALL GIBL 
ORCHESTRA 


PARAMO UNT MES. 








Tomerrow 











Today on Screen Jack Benny 

“CAPTAIN FURY”| D. Lamouw 
BRIAN AHERNE | “Man About 
VIC, McLAGLEN Town” 





On Stage } In Person 
Leith Stevens & Ore | Jack Haley 
with The Eaton Boys | Others 








Air-Conditioned 





The Year's Most 
Exciting Film! 





Siet Street 






Broadwey 


Alexander Korda presents 


“FOUR FEATHERS” 





Starts Friday, Aug. 11 


“THE OLD MAID” 


Bette Davis-——Miriam Hopking 
George Brent 
In Person 


HORACE HEIDT STRAND 


atid Orch B'way & 47th 





IN TECHNICOLOR 








Air-Conditioned 


Continuous from {0 a.m. 
Pop. ?rices, 25¢ to | p.m. 


B'way end 481m St 1 ate Show 11:30 pm Nightly 


Robert Donat in M-G-Mi's 


GOODBYE MR. CHIPS 











with Greer Garson @ 3rd MONTH 





SAMUEL GOLDWYN presents 
Jascha Heifetz in 
“They Shall Have Music” 


With Andrea Leeds—Joel McCrea— 
Gene Reynolds—Walter Brennan 


UNITED RIVOLI Broadway 


ARTISTS at 49th St. 
Doors Open 9:30 A.M. MIDNITE SHOWS 








STAR DICK FORAN 
Hollywood, Aug. 8. 





| Last Bad Man’ at Warners, 
| Frank McHugh gets the principal 


Song.’ 











| scribed 
| stock will be delivered to the coin- | 


| comedy role in studio’s ‘The Desert 


of 375,000 shares of stock at $4 a 
share. 

Atlas will 
stock 


unsub- 
This 


purchase all 
at $4 a share. 


pany’s office in Jersey City, 
RKO will receive cash for it. 


and | 
Com- 


pensation is to be fixed by the court, | graphed by Charles Rosher. 


and awarded as the court sees fit, 
| either at once, or as part of the gen- 
| eral claim for reorganization aid. 
Plea to Cut RKO Claims 

| Irving Trust Co., 


| RKO, yesterday (Tues.) petitioned 


| the N. Y. Federal Court to allow it | 


|te reduce six claims filed against 
| RKO in the amount of $2,241,461 to 
$411,695 and allow them-in that 
amount. Judge William 
Friday (11) as the date for a public 
hearing of the application. 
The first claim is that of Alfred 
E. Fiegal filed for $24,061 for breach 
of billboard advertising, to be re- 
duced to $11,629 and allowed as an 
unsecured claim. The second is that 
of the Criterion Advertising Co. for 
the same cause, with a $404,686 claim 
reduced and allowed as an unse- 
cured claim at $314.333. 
The claim of the Chemical Bank & 


| receivership under the July 1, 1931 
| Collateral Note indenture for $4,568, 
As allowed at that amount as a pre- 
| ferred claim. 


| Claims of the Orpheum Theatre | 


Co., Ltd., for $124,083, and that of 
the Publix Indiana Corp. for $1,602,- 
900, which were assigned tc RKO 
Orpheum Corp., were both ex- 
punged, as in December 1938, RKO 
, Orpheum had released the parent 
|company from any liabili’y it might 
be subject to. 

| The last claim is that of the U. S. 
National Bank of Denver, based on 


Dick Foran will be starred in ‘The a guarantee of the principal and in- 


terest on the mortgage bonds of 
Denver Orpheum which was 
and allowed at $81,165, as an unse- 
j cured claim, 


are that on or before Aug. 29, RKO | 


as trustee of | 


Bondy set | 


Trust Co., as trustee prior to RKO’s | 


filed | 


directed by Terry Morse; photographed by Sid Hickox. Cast: Boris Karloff 
Margaret Lindsay, Holmes Herbert, Maris Wrixon, Bruce Lester, Leonard 


| Mudie, Clarence Derwent. 


‘KID NIGHTINGALE’ (1939-40 release) meller-with song; associate pro- 
ducer, Mark Hellinger for Bryan Foy; directed by George Amy; no writing 
credits released; photographed by Arthur Edeson. Cast: John Payne, Jane 
Wyman, Walter Catlett, Edward Brophy, Max Hoffman, Jr., Charles Brown, 
John Ridgely, Jimmy O’Gatty, Charles Sullivan, William Haade, Winifred 


| 
| 
| Harris. 

| ‘NANCY DREW, 
| directed by William Ciemens; from original by Caroline Keene; photo- 


TROUBLE SHOOTER,’ produced by Bryan Foy; 
graphed by Lou O’Connell, Cast: Bonita Granville, Frankie Thomas, John 
— Charlotte Wynters, Aldrich Bowker, Edgar Edwards, Erville Al- 
erson, 

‘NO PLACE TO GO,’ formerly titled ‘OLD MAN MINICK,’ formerly 
titled ‘NOT WANTED,’ produced by Bryan Foy; directed by Terry Morse; 
screen play by Lawrence Kimble and Fred Niblo, Jr.; adapted by Lee Katz 
from play by Edna Ferber and George S, Kaufman; photographed by 
Arthur Edeson. Cast: Dennis Morgan, Fred Stone, Gloria Dickson, Sonny 
| Bupp, Bernice Pilot, Greta Meyer, Christian Rub, Frank Faylen, Dennie 

Moore, Aldrich Bowker, Charles Halton, Georgia Caine, William Pawley, 
|; Gary Owen. 

‘TORCHY PLAYS WITH DYNAMITE,’ formerly titled ‘PLAYING WITH 
DYNAMITE,’ formerly titled ‘DEAD OR ALIVE,; produced by Bryan Foy; 
directed by Noel Smith; screen play by Earle Snell and Charles Belden; 
from original story by Scott Littleton; based on characters created by Fred- 
erick Nebel; photographed by Arthur Todd. Cast: Jane Wyman, Allen 
Jenkins, Tom Kennedy, Joe Cunningham, Frank Shannon, George Gubl, 
Shelia Bromley, Eddie Gribbon, Eddie Marr, Edgar Dearing, Aldrich 
Bowker, Vera Lewis, William Gould, Cliff Clark, Sidney Bracy, Ruth Rob- 
inson, John Harron. 

‘A CHILD IS BORN,’ formerly titled ‘GIVE ME A CHILD’ (1939-40 re- 
lease), drama; executive producer, Hal B. Wallis; associate producer, Sam 
Bischoff; directed by Lloyd Bacon; screen play by Robert Rossen; photo- 
Cast: Geraldine Fitzgerald, Jeffrey Lynn, Gale 
Page, Eve Arden, Johnnie Davis, Gloria Holden, Spring Byington, Henry 
| O’Neill, Jean Sharron, Nanette Fabares, John Litel. 

‘GANTRY, THE GREAT,’ formerly titled ‘STEEPLECHASE,’ formerly 
titled ‘GANTRY, THE GREAT’; produced by Bryan Foy; directed by Wil- 
liam McGann; no writing credits released; photographed by Ted McCord. 
Cast: Edith Fellows, Jimmy McCallion, Granville Bates, DeWolf Hopper, 
Frankie Burke, Fred Tozere. 

‘THE DEAD END KIDS AT MILITARY SCHOOL’ (1939-40 release), 
comedy-drama; produced by Bryan Foy; directed by William Clements, 
no writing credits released; photographed by Arthur Todd. Cast: Dead 
End Kids, Henry O'Neill, John Litel, Cissy Loftus, Frankie Thomas. 

‘THE RETURN OF DR. X’ (1939-40 release), meller; produced by Bryan 
Foy; directed by Vincent Sherman: no writing credits released; photo- 
| graphed by Sid Hickox. Cast: Wayne Morris, Lya Lys, Humphrey Bogart, 

Dennis Morgan, Rosemary Lane, John Litel, Huntz Hall, Charley Wilson, 
Virginia Brissac, Spencer Charters 

‘PRIVATE LIFE OF ELIZABETH AND ESSEX,’ formerly titled ‘THE 
LADY AND THE KNIGHT,’ formerly titled ‘THE KNIGHT AND THE 
LADY’ (Technicolor); executive producer, Hall B. Wallis: associate pro- 
ducer, Robert Lord; directed by Michael Curtiz; screen play by Norman 
Reilly Raine and Aeneas MacKenzie; from the play, ‘Elizabeth the Queen,’ 
| by Maxweil Anderson; photographed by Sol Polito; associate photographer, 
W. Howard Greene. Cast: Bette Davis, Errol Flynn, Oliva de Havilland, 
Alan Hale, Vincent Price, Donald Crisp, Henry Stephenson, Henry Daniell, 
Guy Bellis, Robert Warwick, Keith Kenneth, Nanette Fabares, Rosella 
Towne, James Stephenson, John Sutton, Maris Wrixon. 
| _ “CAREER MAN’ (1939-40 release), drama; Hal B. Wallis, executive pro- 
| ducer; associate producer, Lou Edelman; directed by Lloyd Bacon; screen 
‘play by James Hilton, Warren Duff and Frank Donoghue; adapted by 
| Robert Buckner from the Katherine Brush novel, ‘Glitter’; photographed 
| by Charles Rosher. Cast: Joel McCrea, Jeffry Lynn, Frank McHugh, Nana 
| Bryant, Lionel Royce, Howard Hickman, Stanley Ridges, Martin Kosleck, 
Henry Victor, Willy Kaufman. John Hamilton. 

‘THE ANGELS WASH THEIR FACES,’ formerly titled ‘BATTLE OF 
| CITY HALL,’ comedy-drama; executive producer, Hal B. Wallis: associate 
producer, Max Siegel; directed by Ray Enright; no writing credits released; 
| photographed by Arthur Todd. Cast: ‘Dead End’ Kids, Ronald Reagan, 
| Ann Sheridan, Bonita Granville, Frankie Thomas, Berton Churchill. Edu- 
ardo Ciannelli, Franklin Pangborn, Bernard Nedell, Egon Breecher, Henry 
, O'Neill, Minor Watson, Jackie Searle. Marjorie Main, Sara Padden. 

‘NANCY DREW AND THE HIDDEN STAIRCASE,’ produced by Bryan 
| Foy; directed by William Clemens; screen play by Kenneth Gamet: based 
on the Nancy Drew stories by Carolyn Keene; photographed by L. William 
O’Connell. Cast: Bonita Granville, Frankie Thomas. John Litel, Vera 
_Lewis, Louise Carter, William Gould, Frank Orth. Renie Riano, Fied 
Tozere, Dick Elliott, John Ridgely, DeWolf Hopper, Creighton Hale, Frank 
Mayo. Don Rowan, George Guhl. 

‘DUST BE MY DESTINY’; executive producer, Hal B. Wallis: associaté 
Lou Edelman; directed by Lew Seiler; no writing credits released; phot 
i (Continued on page 54) 
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BACK OF EVERY GREAT PICTURE IS A GREAT PRODUCER 














DAVID O. SELZNICh 
CHARLES CHAPLIN 
ALEXANDER hORDA 
DOUGLAS FAIRBANKS 
SAMUEL GOULDWYN 
WALTER WANGER 
EDWARD SMALL 
HAL ROACH 
ERNST LUBITSCH 
SOL LESSER 
DAVID L. LOEW 
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ISTINCTION and showmanship are | 

the reasons why the public, exhibitors and | 

critics alike look forward to each new 

DAVID O. SELZNICK production. It | 

is therefore with pride that UNITED 

ARTISTS announces continuance of its 

releasing agreement with Selznick Inter- k¢ 

national Pictures. 

RIGINALITY of the Selznick or- Chaplin’s first all-talking picture — t 

ganization is reflected in the starring of Chaplin’s first picture in three years — 

Leslie Howard in INTERMEZZO, which based on the most timely, most impor- 

introduces the beautiful new continental tie ; ; 

star Ingrid Bergman, with Edna Best, and tant topic in the world today, is now in 

will be released this season. Mirroring the production. CHARLES CHAPLIN in 

infatuation of a famous musician for his “THE GREAT DICTATOR“ the season’s 

young accompanist, this newest Selznick Tne Sa ee Sey | 

production depicts problems of millions he , ; 5 | 

a ee a 7 ficent career of the greatest of all screen 

URPRISE and excitement are what a nentee “ “_ —_ ~ 

DOS has captured for the filming of ae Sep eS ik eee # OY 

REBECCA, the year’s outstanding best- picture on the lives of dictators which I 

seller by Daphne Du Maurier, 400,000 hope will create much healthy laughter 

copies of which have been sold since pub- Pn ne ee | 

lication last fall. With Man-of-the-Hour . 

Laurence Olivier in the leading role, 

Alfred Hitchcock—who ynade “The Lady 

Vanishes” and other hits — will direct. 

Details of two more Selznick International 

pictures will follow soon. 

Five big, important scope pictures from Korda—all of them in the breathless beauty 

of final Technicolor perfection. First: FOUR FEATHERS . . . 7,200 seconds of flesh- ‘ 

and-blood excitement, filmed in actual locales in the heart of Africa, with Ralph 

Richardson, C. Aubrey Smith, John Clements and June Duprez. Second Korda hit: 

OVER THE MOON, giving Merle Oberon, star of “Wuthering Heights”, her first 

comedy role in a story by Robert E. Sherwood. Third Korda hit: THE THIEF OF 

BAGDAD starring Sabu, Conrad Veidt and John Justin in a spectacle that promises to 

have the most unique appeal in years. Fourth Korda hit: Merle Oberon in SINNER, 

with Laurence Olivier, from “Manon Lescaut”, the famous love story of a passion- 

swept man and woman. And Fifth: Kipling’s THE JUNGLE BOY with Sabu in the | 

title role. | 
J. 
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SAMUEL GOLDWYN 


Samuel Goldwyn Standards of Showmanship will be even higher this year than they | 
were with “Wuthering Heights”, “The Hurricane”, “Dead End” or “Stella Dallas”. | 
For Goldwyn starts your new picture season with a new note in entertainment — 
Jascha Heifetz in THEY SHALL HAVE MUSIC! with Andrea Leeds, Joel McCrea, 
Walter Brennan and Gene Reynolds, directed by Archie Mayo .. . a great down-to- 
| earth story of kids with dirty faces and hungry hearts. Mr. Goldwyn’s next picture 
! will be Gary Cooper in a fighting role in THE REAL GLORY with David Niven and 
Andrea Leeds, under the direction of Henry Hathaway . . . a roaring thrill-and- 
| action picture of American soldiers in the Philippines, always outnumbered .. . 
never outfought. 


























Douglas Fairbanks resumes his production activities by 


presenting THE CALIFORNIAN, the kind of action pic- 


ture which in the past made his own starring vehicles so 





sensationally successful. Now in the role of producer, 
instead of star, Mr. Fairbanks will soon announce a cast 
of vigorous marquee strength for this production based 
on the dramatic career of Lola Montez, dancer, adven- 
turess and sweetheart of kings. The exploits of this exotic | 
woman in the pioneer country of Southern California | 
constitute one of the strangest and most glamorous stories 


in history. | | 











WALTER WANGER | 


Wanger leads off with WINTER CARNIVAL starring Ann Sheridan, the 
most exploitable star since he gave you Hedy Lamarr in “Algiers”. This 
‘picture of winter sports, youth and fun, features Richard Carlson, Helen 
Parris, Robert Armstrong, Marsha Hunt, James Corner and Alan Baldwin, 
‘with Charles R. Riesner directing. Next will be Joan Bennett in THE 
HOUSE ACROSS THE BAY the story of a woman who dared hope for love 
while her man was in Alcatraz. MY PERSONAL LIFE by Vincent Sheean 
takes a reporter around an action-teeming world. ETERNALLY YOURS 
starring Loretta Young and David Niven and directed by Tay Garnett, 
| gives you the low-down on a magician with every trick up his sleeve except 
| how to manage his women. Fifth from Wanger will be SEND ANOTHER 
| COFFIN by F.G. Presnell, with more laughs per murder than “The Thin Man”. 
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EDWARD SMALL 


The producer of “The Count of Monte Cristo” 
and “The Man in the Iron Mask” starts the new 
season with Howard Spring’s best-selling novel, 
MY SON, MY SON, the story of two fathers 
and their dreams for their boys. TWO YEARS 
BEFORE THE MAST by Richard Henry Dana, 
reaching a book sale of 1,320,000 copies, will 
follow. Then watch for THE HOUSE OF MONTE 
CRISTO, the further exploits of fiction’s most 
fabulous character; KIT CARSON based on the 
newspaper serial read by 17,000,000 Hearst 
readers; SOUTH OF PAGO PAGO, a big pro- 
duction of tropic glamour; and finally 
VALENTINO, the liie of the greatest of all popu- 
lar idols. 








** 
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First of Hal Roach’s five special feature produc- 
tions will be THE HOUSEKEEPER’S DAUGHTER, 
by Donald Henderson Clarke, co-starring Joan 
Bennett and Adolphe Menjou with Peggy Wood. 
Next the famous novel and play that shocked 
a million people, OF MICE AND MEN, by John 
Steinbeck, author of “The Grapes of Wrath.” 
Then a picturization of the most hilarious novel 
ever written by THORNE SMITH, “Topper” 
author. This will be followed by CAPTAIN 
CAUTION by Kenneth Roberts, author of 
“Northwest Passage’’. Finally, 1,000,000 B.C., 
dramatizing the birth of civilization. In addition 
to these five specials, LAUREL & HARDY will 
be reunited in FOUR 4-REEL FEATURES. 











RAST LUBITSC 


The names of SOL LESSER and ERNST 
LUBITSCH are linked for the first time by 
UNITED ARTISTS which is happy to add them 
to its list of eminent producers. Mr. Lubitsch 
will personally direct an untitled ERNST 
LUBITSCH PRODUCTION, details soon to be an- 
nounced. Mr. Lesser will produce the Pulitzer 
Prize Play of 1938, OUR TOWN by Thornton 
Wilder. Our Town is every American Town 
superbly charged with humanness, romance and 
dramatic simplicity ...so appealing that 
Alexander Woollcott said: “In all my days as 


a theatregoer, no play moved me so deeply.” 


SOL LESSER 
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DAVID 1. LOEW 


It is with a very special pride that UNITED 
ARTISTS welcomes to its organization a dis- 
tinguished member of a distinguished motion 
picture family. DAVID L. LOEW brings to 
production a thorough, practical knowledge of 
theatres and theatre problems through years of 
experience in actual theatre operation. His long 
studio activity, too, has proved dramatically his 
qualifications as a top UNITED ARTISTS pro- 
ducer. His first release will be the picturization of 
A CELEBRATED PLAY now in the final stages 
of negotiation. Watch for the early announce: 


ment of its famous title. 
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UIQ MEN CLAIM 
‘T'S RUNAROUND 


Charging that Gene Buck specifi- 
cally was ‘deliberately rude’ and 
that the American Society of Au- 
thors, Composers and Publishers 
was ‘apparently sticking to a fixed 
policy of stalling,’ the copyright 
negotiating committee of the Na- 
tional Association of Broadcasters 
last week burned up following a 








gathering at the Ritz Towers, New 
York. They claim they were left 
‘waiting at the church.’ The broad- | 
casters assert that this sequence of | 
developments has recently taken | 
place: | 

i. The N.A.B. convention in At- 
lantic City on July 12 empowered a 
committee to negotiate with ASCAP | 
for a new contract and thereby | 
ended any possibility of ASCAP de- | 
claring ‘nobody could speak for | 
radio.’ | 

2. ASCAP itself, on July 13, in| 
response to the N.A.B. resolution | 
and committee, authorized Gene | 
Buck to appoint an ASCAP group | 
to meet with the N.A.B. 

3. A tentative meeting date, Aug. 
1, was postponed at the request of 
ASCAP. 
4. At the Aug. 4th meeting. in- | 

| 


stead of Buck or a committee show- 
ing up, John G. Paine arrived with, 
according to N.A.B. spokesmen, ‘a | 
vague apology’ that Buck hadn't got | 
around to appointing a committee, | 
didn’t know when he 
out in California at the purely social | 
Bohemian Grove shindig. The broad- 
casters informed Paine that while 
they did not blame him (Paine) per- | 
sonally, they regarded Buck’s atti- 


(Continued on page 36) 


would, was | 


KELLOGG MAY 
USE BASEBALL 
AGAIN 





ithe same for themselves. 





Chicago, Aug. 8. 

Kellogg may return to_ sports 
broadcasts this coming season. Ad- 
vertising dept. is investigating several 
possibilities for play-by-play of vari- 
Ous sports in key cities throughout 
the country. Battle Creek firm 
killed off all sports broadcasts ear- 
lier this year, and cancelled several 
top baseball play-by-play contracts 
which were immediately snapped up 
by other and rival companies. 

Cereal company got out of its con- 
tract to broadcast. Cubs and Sox 
baseball play-by-play on WBBM for 
One and General Mills and Socony- 
Vacuum snapped it up. 

WBBM released Kellogg though 
the Mills-Socony deal called for 
some $25,000 less. 


TEMPLETON’S NEW ONE 


Alka-Seltzer Takes Blind 
After Johnson Wax 


Pianist 


Alec Templeton. who is now 
Pinchhitting for Fibber McGee on 
the Johnson's Floorwax show, goes 
On the Alka-Seltzer payroll in the 
fall. It will be the 9:30-10 p.m. slot 
On the NBC red (WEAF) link Mon- 
days, or opposite the second 
of the Lux Radio Theatre (CBS). 

tarting date is Sept. 25 and there 
will be but one hookup, from Coast 
to Coast. 





Supreme Court Justice 


Ad Libs with KIRO Spieler. 


Seattle, Aug. 8. 


Maurie Rider, chief gabber for 


KIRO, faced his former school teach- 
er, Supreme Court Justice William 
O. Douglas, and the station mike in 
the studio in improvised 15 minutes 
of ad libbing. 

The new Justice did not embarrass 
‘ider by telling things out of school. 


N.A.B. BURN-UP 


+ 











The real issue that will be decided at the 
special convention of the broadcasters in Chi- 
cago next month is not whether ASCAP is 
stalling, rude or disagreeable (all broadcasters 
seem agreed on that already), but whether the 
radio industry, as such, shall embark upon a 
career in song-publishing. It is to finance a 
long plunge into actual competition with estab- 
lished music houses that the broadcasters will 
be assessed to raise an unspecified sum, said to 


be $500,000. 





In the past when interests outside music it- 
self, such as Warner Bros., Metro-Goldwyn- 
Mayer and Paramount, have bought into estab- 
lished publishing houses, part of the motiva- 
tion was to share in the ASCAP divvy. The 
Columbia Broadcasting System is known to 
have theoretically considered the advantages 
to itself of one day acquiring a publishing busi- 
ness, and also reported to have rated the 
ASCAP membership as a prime reason for 
possibly going into the biz. The N. A. B's 
nebulous plan to enter music publishing—not 
to join, but to oppose, ASCAP—therefore 
differs fundamentally from all previous ap- 
proaches to invasion. N, A. B. publishing pro- 
poses to cancel out, ignore and pass by any 
benefits from ASCAP membership. 


It is stressed by broadcasters that they con- 
trol, in their late evening dance parades, the 
mechanism through which many song hits are 


|introduced and established. They feel, accord- 
|ingly, that if song-pluggers, using radio facili- 
'ties, can put over hits, the owners of radio 


facilities using song-plugging methods, can do 
Broadcasters believe 
they can challenge the whole idea that there’s 
anything mysterious, esoteric or remarkable in 
picking songs and putting them over with the 
vublic. Is not, they ask, radio the direct route 
to the public’s ears? From this reasoning it is 
but a step, in many broadcasters’ thinking, to 
resentment that their own facilities are used to 
strengthen, as they see it, the constituent mem- 
bers of ASCAP who then use this power to 
sock radio stations for performance rights, 


—_ 


N. A. B’s own spotty career in founding, run- 
ning, and eventually leasing a tax-free tran- 


Copyright Owners Audit | PROTESTS N.AB. CODE | John Lord Booth Bids 


scription library is bound to receive much dis- 
cussion between now and the Chicago conven- 
tion, and at the Edgewater Beach hotel confab 
itself. Music publishers are already passing 
around propaganda that a couple of pro- 
motional profit-seeking ventures are trying to 
lead the broadcasters into the swamps of be- 
wilderment. 





Actually the establishment of an independ- 
ent source of music would not necessarily be 
distasteful to ASCAP, or at least not to some 
factions. One silver lining of the existence 
might be that it would end the ‘monopoly’ 
stigma by refuting it. However, music men 
are quick to sneer at the broadcasters’ self- 
confidence that they can do okay in publishing. 
“They'll find out’ attitude is based on a con- 
viction that the radio men will be plunging 
beyond their depth into showmanship, the 
realm of material selection and judgment, and 
of knowing how to develop, encourage, handle 
and evaluate talent, 


What has apparently scared the breeches off 
the broadcasters is a rumor, wholly without 
confirmation, that ASCAP will demand double 
the present performance fees for the new con- 
tract starting in January, 1941. This is one of 
the intangibles behind the present Danzig-like 
test of nerves between radio and music. 

It may be said again, as it has been said in 
this publication before, that there appears to 
be a peculiar fatalism that impels both sides in 
this perennial war to behave in a style that 
strongly impresses observers as less than 
realistic, fair, or sincere. ASCAP has wholly 
failed to sell its point of view either to broad- 
casters or the general public. By sticking to 
the law alone, where it is admittedly strongly 
entrenched, and scorning to do a job of smart 
public relations in its own behalf, ASCAP has 
allowed to grow and to pass uncontradicted the 
idea that performance rights are founded on 
muscle, not property rights. Against this it 
may be answered that the broadcasters, notably 


AT A 


THE MUSIC-RADIO DANZIG 


\SCAP 


+ 


ASCAP GALLS NAB 
GAY ‘INSINCERE 


Attitude of the American Society 
of Composers Authors and Publish- 
ers to the radio broadcasters’ state- 
ments that ‘rudeness’ and ‘stalling’ 
have been adopted as ASCAP’s 
policy sums up about as follows: 

1. The broadcasters, not the per- 
forming rights society, has special- 
ized in devious and deceitful tactics, 
The N.A.B. cannot pretend that its 
left hand doesn’t know what its right 
hand is doing. 

2. After signing a contract with 
ASCAP in 1935 the broadcasters have 
since devoted their best energies to 
making life miserable for ASCAP, 
attacking it first in one state, then in 
another, and usually 2,000 miles 
apart. 

3. ASCAP has been forced to 
spend $500,000, or more, defending 
itself from actions that are not sin- 
cerely instituted, that most of the 
broadcasters know they can’t win, 
and that are palpably part of a con- 
certed campaign of bedevilment. 

ASCAP spokesmen in the east 
point out that the big ‘we've been 
insulted’ scene enacted at the Ritz 
Towers, New York, last week by a 
group of broadcasters, is somewhat 
over-dramatized by N.A.B. The lat- 

(Continued on page 36) 


PONS-KOSTY SET 
RECORDS ON 
TOUR 


——— 








Current joint tour by Lily Pons. 
Andre Kostelanetz is breaking sev- 





in Montana, have been striking military | 
postures in front of the mirror like a new cadet. | 
It's been a case of amazing themselves. As 

strategy it’s been a mosquito bite. 


half | 


Transcription Cutters; 
Checkers to Los Angeles 


For the first time since copyright 
owners started to issue transcription 
‘licenses the manufacturers of such 
platters are being subject to an 
audit of their books 
Harry Fox, agent and trustee for 
publishers, has arranged for a sys- 
tematic scrutiny of the records and 
books of transcription companies 


by licensors. 


throughout the country. Right to 
make examinations of this sort 
contained in the license forms issued 
by him. 

Two auditors have already been 
commissioned by him to look over 
the books of California transcrip- 


tion manufacturers. The twosome 
left for the Coast Monday (7). 


Conn Sues Benny 
Los Angeles, Auz. 8. 

Jack Benny was sued for $65,000 
in superior court by Harry W. Conn, 
gagster, who charges breach of con- 
tract, 

Writer contends he had a pact to 
write the comedian's gags for 39 
weeks in exchange for 5% of Benny's 
earnings during such time as the 
material was used. 


Sharing Bob Garred 


and the Bathsweet 
a daily 
with 








Mennen Co. 
Corp. are co-underwriting 
quarter-hour news program 


| Bod Garred on CBS’ Pacific link, 
starting Oct. 16. 


Kiesewetter is the agency. 


Seattle Body Sees 


Bruise to Free Speech 


Seattle, Aug. 8. 


Protesting against the new code of | 


ethics recently 
NAB, 2 resolution has been adopted 
by the downtown local of the Pen- 
sion Union. 

Resolve pointed out that the code 
contains a clause specifying that ‘no 
time may be sold for the discussion 
of issues arising from a strike’ and 
protests it ‘as the usurpation of 
federal authority and a violation of 
free speech ; 


Manslaughter Hearing Of 
Weimer, Head of WJW, 


Continued ‘Indefinitely’ 


| Akron, Aug. 8. 

| Manslaughter hearing against John 
F. Weimer, 40, president of WJW, 
here, was continued indefinitely this 


week by Municipal Judge Charles M. | 


Kelly at the request of both prose- 
cution and defense. Weimer is ac- 
cused as the driver of a car which 
struck and fatally injured 15-year- 
old Janet Shook, high school student. 


Police said Weimer’s car skidded 70 | 
feet before it came to a stop after 


| striking the girl. He has been free 


| on bond. 
| Traffic Capt. Thomas F. Lynett, in 


asking for continuance of the hear- | 


ing said he wanted to present evi- 
dence in the case directly to the 
grand jury, while Weimer’s counsel 
asked more time to prepare a de- 
| fe nse, 


Strike Praviso | 


adopted by the | 


1256 to Control WJBK; 


Detroit, Aug. 8. 
John Lord Booth, son of the late 
| Ralph Booth, millionaire newspaper 
| owner, is seeking to get controlling 
interest of WMBC here. 
years he has owned 
WJBK, another Detroit indie. 

It’s understood here that Booth. 
who until two months ago was on 
sales staff at WJBK, has offered 
around $125,000 for the 62% holdings 
|of E. J. Hunt, who’s retiring because 
of ill health after 14 years as prez of 
WMBC. Several other bids are pend- 
ing, but it’s understood Booth’s offer 


For several 


Las the inside track and awaits only 
FCC’s okay before final consumma- 
tion. 

Booth, who inherited several mil- 


| lions from his father, made a stab 
at selling for WJBK during past six 
months and will retain stock in that 
station also, it’s believed. E. A. 
Wooten, vice-prez and _ treasurer, 
controls the minor stock in WMBC. 


| 
Clarence Cesby’s New Tag 





| Hunt Retires for Health 
| — 
| 


one-sixth of | 


j 
| 


| 
Johnny Olson Rascals 


St. Louis, Aug. 8. 
Clarence G. Cosby, who has been | 
national sales manager of KXOK, 


| has been upped to generai sales man- 
|ager succeeding Walter E. Weiler 
who resigned last week, 

Cosby joined KXOK last march 
after serving as general mc iager of 
KWK for eight years. In his new 
position Colby will be in charge of 
, both national and local sales, 


| Aug. 21. 


eral boxoffice records, some of the 
previous marks also having been 
held by Miss Pons. Since teaming 
with her conductor-husband, she’s 
topping even her own past highs. 
Estimated the combo will have 
drawn a total attendance of more 
than 300,000 in six concert appear- 
ances when they wind up their out- 
door season, 

Following a short vacation, Kos- 
telanetz goes back on the Ethy] series 
Monday nights over CBS, beginning 
Columbia Concerts Corp. 
has booked her for a fall tour of 18 
concerts, beginning Oct. 5 in Win- 
nipeg. She returns to the Metro- 
politan Opera, N. Y., in December, 


FRANK LANE TO FLORIDA 


Part-Owner of New WSPD—Was 12 
Years In Chattanooga 
Chattazooga, Aug. 8. 

Frank Lane having completed 12 
years as manager of Station WDOD 
here moves to Sarasota, Florida as 
WSPD, 250- 
Lane and three Chattanooga 

men have capitalized sta- 
tion for $25,000. Lane v ill start ope- 
rations there Sept. 1. 

His 12-year tenure at WDOD is 
one of the longest consecutive man- 
agerial connections in the history of 
American broadcasting. 


part-owner of the new 
watter, 
business 





Set with Oshkosh Acct. 
Chicago, Aug. 8. 
Oshkosh overalls which is readys 
ing a spot spread through the mid- 
west, with Ruthrauff & Ryan agency 
setting up time on various stations, 
has taken the Johnny Olson Rhythm 
Rascals show on WTMJ, Milwaukee, 
for a three-a-week, starting Oct. 2. 
May bring Olson to Chicago for 
the alternate days over WLS, Chi- 
cago, 
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VARIETY 


Besity sad Concert Unions Separately 
Plot SAG-Style Packages for Radio 


_ = - = — ———— a — ae — 








“One Man’s Family’ and 2nd Half Hour 
Will Take Over Vallee’s 8-9 Niche 








ea ' + - 7 Per Pr eee 
| . ; | 
One joint. or two separate pack- | Prof. Twist P ; Shif CBS When Rudy Vallee part with 
age shows, patterned after the Screen | | enn l ts to 


Standard Brands Sept. 28 the Thur 
ihe 


Actors Guiid format for Good Gulf, | I bittiass -— 
svnchourg, a. 4 g. 3. 


NBC red 


day evening hour on 





has been officially approved by Ac- | M lio caeaial Penn Tobacco goes to CBS Oct. 5.| (WEAF) link will be split between 
7 . | in-On-street radi yrogra | ’ as . . we ‘ ins a 
tors Equity and the American Guild | } hae d os f "Qt : I Will employ 50-station hookup One Man's Family’ (Tender Leaf 
. > . Oes ¢ i I ) ‘ 1 . « i i he . = « 
of Musical Artists. Idea proposed and | ere ¢ a ' m SS | Thursdays, 7:30-8 par Vox Pop Tea) and another half hour show for 
verse. rsdays, 130- ; JO) | ; . 
is reppe Vy 4\ 1S : sVOns. Jon ? 7 : Ove =sserts woic b> dd. Jalter 
Side 4, - by yous & Lyon . Announcer, representing soft- | program will probably continue as | even mresaerts. wi 7 wee. 0 = 
Stauffer, radio v.p. at the Lyons| , : | 7. NBC Thompson agency is now working 
: ie tie TR ee oe “MA | drink bottler, allows pedestrians is on i Pap ae : ; 
agency, tied up Equity and AGMA; |. him questions. Drinks go DR thonull i Beak ts tie santos on. Latter won't be set until John 
" SK questic 3. 5 §¢ ‘ Ye s ag y, : 
on the ideas, figuring on two separate 0368 Dm G ” oe U. Reber, v.p. in charge of radio, 


js | to stumpers. | 
than a I 


30-minute programs, rather | = ; — 
solid hour’s combination of legit and } 

: L D {] it 
W W S nit, 


musical people. 


| 
. 7 
Another thought by Equity and 
AGMA. which is fully cognizant of | ] que ; 


returns from his vacation. 

Another Standard Brands develop- 
ment this fall will be the introduc- 
tion of the ‘I Love a Mystery’ pro- 











: gram (Fleischmann Yeast) on a 
sack other's shows, was to siternate | cross-country hookup. Latter series 
half-hour programs for the same | ED EAST | ad > aa Gan rin eat 
: ape “Se eee ates by | ; - - {now occupies five quarter-hours a 
a Se oe heh a oy ” | Marts Bie hey eee, eee 9 | week on the NBC Pacific red. The 
Stauffer as being too indecisive. pency a S j in Rhythm,” on WJZ _Blue Net- | | national link will also be red with 

As with SAG-Gulf, the charity | |; work this Thursday —7:30 P. M Oct. 9. the starting date. Carlton 
funds of both AGMA and Equity are | (EDS. = ©=6A 150 6minute musical Pag monte iP wig ao st say 
to benefit exclusively, thus making © ° ' package twice weekly—Tues. and atte Morse Scripts both ‘Mystery and 
it setup aki ‘the Coast filr Thurs. A big littl show werthy Family. 
it a setup akin to the Coast film ; c . : 
Guild of immediate consideration, Thompson is anxious to find Vallee 


accounts 


NBC ARTISTS SERVICE 
Radio City, New York 


another niche among its 
One of the reported hopes is Kellogg. 





Cincinnati, Aug. 8. 
sa , . | By an FCC ruling Aug. 1, call let- 
oe vested rig psa Rca gues Mc D | D h S iters of W8XAL, one of the oldest 
may discontinue Canadian program- | e ay eat entence short-wave stations in the world, 
building. This has been reported B It U have been changed to WLWO. As- 
ecause nnerves signment of the new call letters in- 
dicates that the station has been re- 


before and seems more likely at 
. b J . | 
Prison ~ Air Talent moved from experimental classifica- 


present due to exasperation with the 
tion and may now transmit com- 





NO LOCAL PACT, 
AFRA TO ASK 


| 


PEARSON NOT 
NBCS PET 
PERSON 


Montreal, Aug. 8. 


government redtape, the circuitous 
sanctions that must be obtained, the 
general curtailment of advertising 


mercial programs to its international 





and what the agency regards as an Austin, Texas, Aug. 8. | audience, according to R. J. Rock- 
unsympathetic attitude’ toward, Because the date set for the ex-| weil, technical supervisor of Crosley 
en sponsorship. jecution of Harry Lacey falls on the: stations. 
Looks like the only Standard night of the state prison broadcasts | T) Pe ; : : a 
; : < 1e FCC also removed Crosley, 
Chicago, Aug. 8. Brands programs heard in Canada| over WBAP, Fort Worth,, he gets DP cg intl nl ina Saneehenaeia’ ——— . 
Closer scrutiny of political shows| this fall may be those originating, another day of life. Gov. W. Lee) Qj, cigeation 


: Crosley mobile units “hi 
Bg ais cal pe | j Inite otna ess ao Dhear | OD ») stave : ne 7 shales : Chicago, Aug. 8 
and of ad lib discussions generally | in the United States, such as Edgar | O’Daniel stayed the sentence from and pack transmitters are operating 7 





has been ordered locally. NBC par- | Bergen, Dr. Stieger, ‘One Man's Aug. i7 to Aug. 18. ; : on call letters WLWA_ through Following the failure of the Amer- 
ticularly is running a fever at pres- | Family. | This has happened before. Not WLWI |ican Federation of Radio Artists and 





ent over three embarrassing breaks! Probable decision to lav off local for the prisoner’s sake to tune in the Pronto" ne tation ithe local committee of broadcasters 
: . ° ° ° . s . \ hint Var: “2 ¢ Dyer . . sley Ss shi -wave 5 ; rae a 

from locat network pick-ups. | production is primarily due to severe show, but because an execution ruins sslehate ie ae Ae dee senile and agencies to get together on a 

Drew Pearson, who with Robert) government restrictions on commer-| the backstage nerves of the jail- . F ; union set-up for local commercials, 

1] { y ; an : sas ; house@-entertainers construction a transmitter designed | - ; : ; "RA | : 

Allen writes a Washington col-| cials which originally forced the ne eae vane ™ , _ ' ; . indications are that the AFRA home 

: + ia ran - we by Rockwell which will increase its . : : otetat 

umn, figured in two of those breaks. Magic Baking rowaer program NOW fr 10000 to 50,000 watts | office will fall back upon its right 

Initial NBC headache was statement} (‘Spotlight Parade’) off the air last , Slat i for completion by early fall to call for an arbitration hearing to 

ts = - 16. . slater ol *( euior Ps i < ; . ‘ 
made by Pearson and Allen on the| season. Red Tape involved in get- Jesse Kaufman Installed E , settle differences with local network 


and authorized to operate on all six 


Ralston ‘Inside Story’ program. | ting lines through government chan- TOD) . - ' aie: i owned and operated stations. Emily 
Team made a erack about Senator! nels also makes radio programming At W I BM, Indianapolis: international short wave bands. | Holt and George Heller returned to 
Millard Tydings, of Maryland, using | a headache with Thompson as well Indianapolis, Aug. 8. |New York late last week after sit- 
public funds to build private yacht as other agencies preferring to spend Station WFBM, local CBS outlet S b . Derbv Bie Stuff : iting in several days here with the 
basin on his estate. This was used; coin where it is taken without too passed into new hands yesterday Hoapdox ° sd > | local committee. Later Miss Holt 
on eastern half of shows, but killed | much squawking. with the arrival of its new general | latwarke (qavaringa | informed local managers of network 
off western repeat show. Tonight! Two French-language shows. | manager, Jesse L. eecelcaee * Saad, All Netw or ks Covering owned and operated stations in Chi- 
(Tuesday) the show will carry a pub- | ‘Rions Ensemble,’ for Fleischmann’s | man together with Harry F. Bitner, Akron, Aug. 8. cago of the probability of an arbi- 
lic apology to Tydings. Was origi-| Yeast, and ‘Dan Ma Tasse de The,’ ! of Pittsburgh, a former Hearst news- All three national radio chains, | tration demand. under the agree- 
nally scheduled to be broadcast last for Tenderleaf Tea, will not be re-! paper executive and his son, Gene NBC, CBS and Mutual, will broad- | ment signatured between networks 
Tuesday (1) but parties concerned newed this fall by present decision. E. Bitner, bought WFBM from the | cast the finals of the All-American and AFRA in New York some time 
didn’t get together on the retrac- — —_— Inianapolis- Power & L’ght Co. The Soapbox Derby at Derby Downs ago. 

tion, ' sale has been approved by FCC. here Sunday, Aug. 13. Ted Husing This, of course, does not take in 


Pearson will handle the kiddie car 











University of Chicago Round Table 


next went on the NBC) WNBC Tries Cut-Rates 


Kaufman formerly was in charge 
of the Hearst radio stations and was 





event for 


the agencies here and the independ- 


Columbia, Tom Manning, Francis ent stations: and it is understood that 


show and cracked that Herbert lo Lure Local Accts. more recently manager of WCAE in Pettay and Norman Barry for NBC. /the local indie stations and the 
H over was down south buying up Hartford, Aug. 8. Pittsburgh. The younger Bitner will Bob Wilson and Ray Spencer of | agencies are not willing to arbitrate 
delegations for the 1940 Republican WNBC. of New Britain ieiaihins ‘,./ be employed at WFBM in some WADC, Columbia outlet here, will the matter but will insist upon a 
. > ( Thic . o al ' INDL, OF NCW A , é alti~ : ; 
convention. This brought about an ine Bartiord studies. hae atashed te | COPOCHY assist Husing | continuation of negotiations. 
. ; LLOl S S as asne s 
mmediate protest from the former - -% . i eS a ' Inability of the committees to get 
r , y , local rates approximately 40% Race finals are set for 3 p. m.,, na J tM THIN o 5 
President, and the U. of Chicago Char t : . exp . ' 1 Eastern standard time ‘Cars’ from together in negotiations here last 
} tit . ange is ¢ emporary experimenta . saASTO? Sli al { ars OI HELI > 
Was y made publ c radio apology pyle “ is, Pa f ' S ieler’s Santa F C ff , » than 17 zvwilia waetee on week was pnrimarilv due to three 
to Hoovy yn the Round Table broad- 22° by station manager Richard p e ulto more than 100 cities will be entered ,WeeK Was primarhy aue to thre 
( er on the noun adie bproada- . 7 ¢ “es Tho “o 
Sunday (@) Davis. First revision of rates since Milwaukee. Aug. 8 the event which is sponsored by | points of dispute. The first and 
on sunday aR t. WwlliiwauKee, Aug ‘ : : A ‘ aa é 
7 stat ’s >| ype r 2 lancy +h hevrole 2aC rea > evel tas most important item, was the re- 
On the same show on which the! Station’s power upped from 250 to Nancy Grey, commentator on | ©§ —_— t. Each year the event ha: ee ; tol snnauncece fir 
apolog was mad Maynard rei 1,000 watts days and granted permis-;| WTMJ’s ‘What’s New.’ is in Sante drawn 100,000 person muneration to staff announcers ft 
y was maac iWlé arc rele ‘ : = = . ‘ sNOW, sante 
ra ; , : yroadcz ights « 25 d , lew , . ' . ' making commercial spiels. Agencies- 
ger. eesintant professor of eco- at to broadcast nights on 250 last! Fe. New Mexico, on the cuff to the Manning braves the event each = ead wong et , . wt mut 
nomics, made the perspiration pop October. Sante Fe Railroad to get travel pub- . year despite the fact that four years : 


cies on a prospective sponsor deal 
Lord & Thomas is interested and 


vears manager of Ruthrauff & Ryan, 


musical recordings with the heaviest 


| placement occurring in the middle 


will have early fall dates. 


rary 
starting 


V I ; Offices 
in New York as part of the new 
Reiier-Spadea station sales rep part- 


agree to the scale asked, or even the 


ut on the NBC exec brows when Pur pose of slash, acco ding to Da- licity slants ago he and Graham McNamee were sineinie demanded by ADRA Se 
he ad libbed, following some state-/| Vis, is to introduce station to local During Mrs. Grey’s absence her injured and sent to the hospital ! Spee Serene ry 4 eee ees 
a reas Seeereere Weweee wees : . ond point was the length of the con 
ment, that he hoped what he said advertisers. All losses sustained will, daily women’s program is conducted when a car skidded and bowled them cos ’ esis the a re ie : d Seon 
7 . "harce c 7 . arti bv sroaret vs) or ac F ne age "1eS-Droaacaster 
would not offend some president who | be charged off to advertising. | by Margaret Lee. over prtoent ein : i ee é 4 . ’ hil 
: gro seeking a five-year dea e 
preceded Roosevelt. —_—— -e : - : 
a ~ the AFRA committee wants the local 
Situatio is ain o network 
” ol $n iful , ‘ . contract to expire sinitltaneously 
operators While they fear any ° sd ew ccts t WLW — 
move they make may be attack d reel 1p f Or [ ii e * a with network code which would 
I ve Lye | I nC aS VE alle co ¢ , : ; : 
as ‘censorship,’ they feel that some- = a palgns mean in approximately 18 months 
‘ aes A ; “hird poin estior s general 
ling mu be done to hold down Cincinnati, Aug. 8. jee igi - eo oes \ ? ete 
se adlibbers who put the radio Foll ' scale lass A stations which ar 
. , ’ . orowing new accounts nave} the 50,000-watt outlets Scale o1 
usiness in jeopardy Hess & Clark’s Cattle Spray, Feen-a-Mint, Baume, seen set at wiw dan & ea C sta ceaneas 
, — 7 P > he ane statior renera y 
f ; . . Firest Tire & Rubber Co , 
| " Pacquin Being Placed , rire 0.,| agreed as oka} 
° through Sweeney & James Co., There 1 t 
eorge IS er e urns | > C} = ; nere was also a yeneral LISpuUule 
. ieve na pDiug ] ires 
be ’ evela plugging tracto1 tire about a new ¢« presented to the 
with weekly early afternoon 15-min- 
Several] stantial eno ee eere yore Poa - ¥ broadcasters - agencie committe 
Met Lord & Thomas . 11 substantial spot campaigns} SPADEA OPENS OFFICE [ute ‘voice of the Farm’ program |e. | | 
became available to. stations last bees 'from Au 2 to Oct. 6 with the froup objecting to many 
L1tOm AUPL a 4 zv0 . 
— vee] 3iggeest one fro he pro- . : ‘ aia | clauses and phrases ‘ing differ- 
week. Big st on from 1 appro Has Spent Several Months Visiting Procter & Gamble Co. blurbing f a ae wees . 
. ‘ I lz on r wa J J f >" . , : : ni gene | Ise © zz 
George Fisher returned to the); Priation ansgl is N. W. Ayers Stations As Prelude to New Biz Oxydol with Sunday evening 15-!. sgeecl < — i _ 
; - , » 3 } ¢ , : ’ . 1G \ ‘ . . 1: 
Coast Monday (7) after 10 days inj} drive in behalf of Dr. Hess & Clark's ealietns minute ‘Melody Magic’ series for 52 earlier in the discussions 
the east talking te advertising agen-| cattle spray. It’s for 26 half-hour Joe Spadea this week open weeks : 


Starting Aug. 6. 
Sample-Hummert Inc., 


agency. 


Blackett- 


©nicago, | Melville Shoe, Vick Set 


f . sndiline Fisher j ir i west. “shiy lire piter ‘hh § > au! y TUN “ 
ae the Ceeet et WHE Iron Ht) Wvilliam Esty agency is using |e v2. , Virgil Reiter, the Chicago| Peter Paul, Inc. Naugatuck, Conn..) For KYW Early A.M. Show 
out on the Coast. — * a StY asency 3s using) end, has had an office for some time, Makers of Mounds. Walnutoo, Ten JAecmiats 
Hollywood gossiper came east for | around 70 stations for announcement} handling WCAU, Philadelphia, for Crown Gum, carrying 30-second | Philadelphia, Aug. 8. 
a stunt on Gary Cooper's “Beau Yt eg on Feen-a-mint, Baume] the middle west. weather forecast before Lowell} Two new sponsors have been 
reste’ (Par), including interview | Bengue and Pacquin’s Hand Cream. inn mttliAne ne : , T ic 2 x Pert) ; ; 
: aren } ge te e “ig Pet see a For the first it vill b fi | Since quitting as Detroit rep for) Thomas and 50-word announcement added on KYW’s Musical Clock. On 
r > etar » APRA < ’ > ? ws +3 <i ~~ - > - : 
with the star who is vacationing on | or the we l = oe Hive plugs ai Edward Petry & Co.. Spadea has before 6:15 a.m. news, Mon. through! Aug. 21, Melville Shoe Co. takes the 
; Long Island. | week over 39 weeks, Baume will use] pean travelling extensively Fri.. fr Tuly . aie : sgl dss = 
; | five a weck over 27 weol while th = traveiling extensively inter- 1., from July 31 for one year. Platt- period from 7:45 to 8 am. (Neff- 
i a2 a week over 27 wecks, while the] viewing ctati, etki » ee Te lags “Pa Siege arid A ) a.m. UNE 
Duerr to San Francisco coametic is offering a flexible sched-laca. . 1 eo Couple of , bes, Inc., agency, NW. Y. Rogow, Inc.) and on Sept. 25 Vick 
| we . } ; . ; ane 9 Jie ne deals are about to be consummated Skrudland Photo Service. Chicago Che ‘al C ak — 7-9 4 
j Seattle, Aug. 8 ule, five to 10 announcements a week | sya A ia leat a Hage ch remical Co. takes over the 7:20 to 
: Frederick D . t is . A ’ 15 ¢ 18 1 ‘All ‘ ‘} Spadea will now settle down jin Photo-enlarging service, will carry | 7:30 spot (Morse International Inc.) 
) rederick uerr, for pa ive , over to 18 weeks. contracts | Wanhattan. announcements on ‘Rasne Camnty 


: ; ° Swift and Co., through J. Walter 
Caravan’ Mon. through Fri., 8:30 to 


i here, goes as account executive to! Because of strike conditions in De- i\9 a.m.. from Oct. 2 to Dec. 29, New ee apne — gional 
| " - ‘ ° ® ~ ’ a) { -. J, INCW- , Ive ; ‘4 

San Francisco office. troit, Buick has postponed the re- Bond Takes Bit of C k by. Foron and Flitoraft agency. Chi- | ee ae ee ae 

i Mitchell Sutherland, formerly au- lease date for its week’s spot an- 00 cago ila gece 

} tomobile editor of Seattle Post-Intel- nouncement campaign. Latter called Bond Clothing Stores, N. Y., has Smith Brothers, cough remedy John Boles looks to get the ‘Good 
: 1Cis, 4 ® OKS ge 4 r 





ligencer and Times who has more 
recently been located at Los Angeles 
4s promotion manager of the Exam- 
Duerr 


od | succeeds 


for five to six announcements a day 
throughout the week to herald the 
advent of Buick’s new es the lat- 
ter part of August 


seri 





contracted for 15 minutes of Phil 

Cook’s ‘Morning Almanac’ across the 

board on WABC, starting Sept. 11. 
Neff-Rogow is the agency. 


sponsoring 8:15 to 8:30 a.m. news,| News’ (Maxwell House) m.c. spot 
Mon., Tues., Thurs. and Sat.. by Mi-| this fall. So far only Meredith Will- 
chael Hinn. from Oct. 1 to March 30. Fannie Brice and Connie Bos- 
Brown & Tarche: Inc., N.Y., agency well set. 


son, 
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RE-STOPWATCH TRAINING 
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Young & Rubicam 





Background of Agency Production Men 





Name 
Harry Ackerman....... 
Joseph Ainley.......... Aubrey, 
Kirk Alexander....... Bp. B.D. 
Gordon Auchincloss 
Bek MEOUOT kcaiccscecees 
Pete Barnum. ..cccscce 
H. R. Bayle. 


Production Men 
Get Assignments 





Connected With 
Young & Rubicam, N. Y..,......... College dramatics 
Moore & Wallace, Chicago.. Bits in dramatic stock 
: mo, W. Paces 
»»» Lord & Thomas, 
Freelance . 


Ms. Ss 


-Ruthrauff & Rvan. 
eeeseeeeee Brooke, Smith & French, 


a £ 


Previous Experience or Profession 


-eeeeeee LTiangle Club, Princeton 
+0000 b:0 0 bn 05 Suen REeanaee 

igaeuss oo0ee OGINE 

...- Musician 
.... Advertising 


eeeee 


Detroit 


Hollywood, Aug. 8. Heagan Baylis. ceecccces OnUeE Ot Ryan. MW. VY... «scicccs .. Copywriter 
Personnel lineup for Young &] Joe Bigelow bia ebbe weeks J. Walter Thompson. N. Y eres . +.» VARIETY 
Rubicam’s production of fall shows] Hendrick Booraem, Jr.. Young & Rubicam, N. Y..ccoccosceemeage manager, actor, writer 
here has been complet ed. Several! Brad Brown...... rr ee Ws ls Be Rak kivccetsieecccves .» Salesman, songwrites : 
shifts in producers and staff mem- | Rockwood Bullard...... C. A. Mason, Detroit. . -Automobiles, celotex, steel 
ber promotions are included. Jo-/| Blayne Butcher Ty Lennen & Mitchell. . tis eneeeeeeene - Storekeeper 
seph R. Stauffer is head of Coast Lawton Campbell....... Ruthrauff & Ryan, N Y. ste deeeeees Advertising 
offices. Eo Re: eee J. Walter Thompson, N. Y.......... . Copy write: 
Jack Van Nostrand returns short- |} Don Cope. Naeem wey ean Benton & Bow les, Hollywood. ceaakad Musician | 
ly from New York to take over job! Walter Craig........... Street & Finney, N. Y site ee eens .. Musical comedy, singer and dancer 
of radio production supervisor of all| Louis Dean, ee Campbell-Ewald, N. Serer ee ‘ Sold phonograph records 
shows. He's been doing the Fred | Joe Donahue. . Sve taee va ia wear William Esty, N. Y...... Vpeeeweue - Publicity aa —_ se 
Allen program in the east. Carroll | John T. Everitt, Jr...... Young & Rubicam. N. ¥ ee ++++++-Associate producer, March of Time’ news magazine 
O’Meara, who produced the late Al | William Fagan....... vas Benton & Bowles, i ee Ls teeeeee . Newspaperman 
Pearce Grapenuts airer, becomes | Charles Gabriel.........Emil Brisachee, San Francisco. yas -. Advertising 
assistant to Stauffer and Van Charles Gannon........ Arthur Kudner, Inc.. N. ¥ Seanad -++. Piano player . z 
Nostrand. Murray Bolan stays on as | John Gordon.......... -Ruthrauff & Ryan, N. Y. nahen ree Sugar planter, copy writer 
producer of the Jack Benny and;| Tom Harrington........ Young & Rubicam, Ps Weis veseeees Publicity _ 
Matty Malneck programs. | Mulroy HAWKES. ...00000% Bog eon ya rege a a Chicago. Playwright, director, actor 
Glenhall Taylor handles Silver Joseph Ba éesaveones - Young & Rubicam, N. Y........+...10 years with networks 
wheatre for Rogers Bros. replac- | Harry Holcombe........ Walliam Eoty, NW. Yi... cccsesscccs tees Legit actor 
ing Adrian Samish who e: easts for | Richard Holman........ Beaumont & Hohman, San Francisco. Local station ‘ oe 
asia Austin Peterson; Mann Holiner.......... Lennen & Mitchell........... +++, Vaudeville, special material writer 
pat ig sept ra er ‘,¢| Frank Hummert........ Blackett-Sample-Humme Tt vcccccces davertising 
and Ken yoga | oe | John Hymes ........... Lord & Thomas, N. Y...........++.Boxoffice treasurer 
_premaporyht el ‘spot will be held by |Catol Irwin............. Young & Rubicam, N. ¥.....++++++ Advertising 
William Stuart. What's News in| gg = reer ae kaa ae beats wae haces reer y. ** Taeaae 
eae : eT a << . aera i ee Se ee ee ‘ : 
me — pm Sard sani () Sere J. Walter Thompson. Holly wood. . Recording 
ately nM Senits program draws | Ben Larsen............ Young & Rubicam, N. ¥ Serer. ‘ ... Network i ites 
Harry Ackerman as producer on Edward Lasker ....e.0- Lord & Thomas, N. ¥.... area ‘oan wee ciga in Englan 
promotion from former spot as as-|R. B. Lewis........... J. Walter Thompson, Scattle.... or 
sistant on the Guild show. Acker-| Tom Lewis............. Young & Rubicam, N. ¥ ses csene ee = stations 
man leaves for New York (16) fol- | John Loveton........... tuthrauff & Ryan, N. ‘ .» Pub icity en 
lowing his marriage same day to| Maurice Lowell.... . Benton & Bow les, N. Y......cccccoe. Legit actor, director 
— +} loc; 7 -adio actress |Tom Luckenbill......... J. Walter Thompson, N. Y oscccees veSeRrCh 
ge Big pee] pl se “a program | Stuart Ludlum. ee -McCann-Erickson eee aah Copywriter, newspaperman 
director and manager of the radio Chester Mac Cracken  Raeon & Bowles, Pie Miss vey eines ‘ a — en 
department, will divide his time be- Roland Martini Eide ts ata Gardner, N. Y. settee eee eenes er or’ be — writer, edi 
tween the. Coast and New York.| Dick Marvin............ William Esty, N. Y. oven ee or 
Therese Lewis, upped to story editor | Tom McAvity........-. Lord & Thomas. Ma ceesrise cece ote t - 
2 ‘ill do likewise. Fred Jones | H. Il. MeCRAION,..... AG OIL Tg eg winainasieewaenneerel Newspaperman, publicity 
Will’ handle plugs for Jack Benny | George McGarrett ...... Lord & Thomas, N. Yo... ...se0. -» Pulp weiter 
and Silver Theatre programs, while | Ly nn McManus. eee J. Walter Thompson, a ¥. coe recces ; st pe a 
Tom Wright does publicity for | Marjorie McPherson. - + Pacific National, Seattle cov cccccens mie “ ions 
Screen Guild Theatre and Lum and Everard Mead Beoee cranes Ruthrauff & Ryan, i Y ieavaw ete ane ee ae ee 
Abner. |Grant Merrill.......... Strang & Prosser, Stee sk areen ea ng ish pro essor, : oO per ollege, Istan " 1, ul \ 
a eI te tie | Clarence Menser... .Gardner, Chicago... see eeeeeneee . Dramatic stock, ( hautaugua, English instructo 
| FOS WEOteOl. csi ckcctcee Ruthrauff & Ryan, Chicago....... .. Three years in dramatic stock, songwriter 
¢ NGER JOHNSON: | Joseph Moran.,..... secaetOune & Rubicam, N.Y. 0300600 .. Dramatic stock 
I Norman Morrell ....... Lord & Thomas. N. Y ... Newspaperman 
RR, A. MEresnten. <ocecs ce W. AVET, DEW ....000600000% ...Local stations 
LEAVES NBC AUG. 31 | Jack Mullens.. . Benton & Bowles, N. Y .+ee++. Newspaperman 
Harmon O. Nelson..... Young & Rubicam, N. Y......... --» Dance band conductor, booker. agent 
Robert Nichols......... Robert Nichols, Seattle.......ccccce Opera baritone, Pantages vaude 
Ginger Johnson, NBC producer | yrovtimer Neff.......+. Packard & Neff, Detroit ...Advertising 
who recently bowed out of that ca- Pat Page ecoceee N. W. Aver. N.Y Ohio U professor 
pacity on the Fred Waring pro- LeRoy Pelletier........-.-Zimmer-Keller, Detroit.......... ... Advertising 
ne, is leaving NBC at the end of Arthur Pryor, Jr aya es ah we alone ..- From family of musicians 
this month to devote most of his |i) Reddick.........e0.N. W. Ayer, N. Yoc..cccceeueceeeeees Musician 
time to Spots, Inc.. w hich he “ ns Tom Revere AEE Benton & Bowles ... Reporter 
with announcer Alan Kent John- | Memory H. Roberts..... Westco, San Francisco.........eeee. Network 
son's exit is effective Aug. sl, | Hubbell Robinson, Jr.... Young & Rubicam, N. Y..........0e0. Advertising 
ducer meanwhile retaining his desk | tank Roche........c.o..N, W. Ayer, N. Y.. _Writer 
at NBC, though not active. , | Charles Rosen.........- Bass-Luckoff, Detroit .. Advertis ing ;' 
Spots, Inc., devotes itself to the Adrian Samish...... ound & Mupicam. Ni Vi vesccescens Stage and films: composed music 
production of transcribed spot an- | Herb Sanford......... B. B.D. & O.. N.Y wrt eeeees Triangle Club, Princeton 
nouncements, Kent and Johnson do- Seay Mantel ......aos«! 1 Walter Thomnecon. N. Y........... Legit actor 
ing the w riting, etc., between them. William Sandiford..... MacWilkens & Cole. Seattle......... Dramatic stock 
ie i | Karl Schullinger ord & Thomas, N.Y... 6c. cviccsecd Advertising 
MARTY GOSH ON OWN | Ralph Sharp..... Drum, Detroit . weseee.50Mme theatrical experience 
Larry Sizer..... ee We. vee, NN. Wi vice ew susceaent C yee ial es | | 
2 rc ond. & Wroancisco a fertising, brokera Cal station 
Leaves CBS End of September to Hassel W. Smith .....0 L ne , Sa Ass, nels ys wesececeseees sabe rn aero ge, lk tation 
Form Production Partnership Dy ds DIE ccc ccuseens Y oung = RUD ee n N. } <vengoneye e° an = eoaee 
A E. SOGneer. .isscewss J. Walter Thompse v. Y ..++..Cotton factor va , 
Martin Gosch is resigning from the | Lloyd Spencer I = a Sper ee seattle ; pig tin - logist, booker, house manzger 
production department of Columbia | Bill Spire McC: eee owe : ae — re 
Broadcasting Svstem in New York. | Willson Tuttle Rt uthrauff & Ryan, N . +++ Stock \ “ a 
Steps out at end of September, when | Jack Van Nostrand Young & Rub s a : sey ~ il pede 
he will have completed wo vears |} Harry Von Zell eccese ¥o ung & Rubie . m ; IN. Liwsceessccoct “ry os a eatin pa bees wie 
with the web, about half of which he | Ken Webb..........++-- B. B. D. & \ ).. N. Y sieecescessoeeues se fi - di : r, legit play igh 
Was on advertisers’ payrolls rather | Robert L. Welch . Young & Rul Ci N %, err erage nat 
than CBS. T. D. Wells . Lord & Thomas, N. ¥ oe r " ie ' . 
Gosch will form independent pro- | James Whipple........ ee 1 & ie mas C icage aon eennene stock, silent picture 
duction office with writer Jerry De- | Dave White..........-+- Me 00. ee, De, Riscecsuseisvenesee Advertising 
vine. Gosch will continue as Old! Ceci] W iddifield. bas he sell See: Ci ICALO. . oe see eee eees Vaude hooier 
Gold director on the Robert Bench- | Tom Wil Hinese , <«s0< Meni Ericksé hn, Seattle... csccocess OtIINg 


ley stanza. 

Gosch’s theory will be to. stick 
solely to production on packace pro- | 
8rams but leave_.all business and sell- 
ing aspects to others. 


On Ralston Inside Track 


Career of ‘Inside Story’ (NBC) has 
been extended by Ralston for 
other eight weeks. Latest termer 
takes it up to Oct. 3. 

Although the Gardner agency's St. 





an- 





Jack Runyan’s Chore 


Aug. 8. 
assigned 


Hollywood, 
Buchanan agency has 
Jack W. Runyan to the Texaco Star 


theatre broadcast. He teams with | Louis office 1s reported lending an 

iCar é ast. ams A ' te \oc} 

E ee tha chow. | ear to other shows there is a possi- 
d Gardner to produce the show. | 


bility of ‘Inside Story’ 
through next season. 
| 


coniinulng 
Resumes Sept. 13 for 


Over Columbia. 


Arthur Boran, mimic, 
On the first Texaco show when it 
returns to the air Se pt. 23, fiving to 
the Coast and back for his six- 


minute 


a full hour 








Richard E. Sharp, radio director of 
Anfenger Agency, St. Louis, joins 
School of Advertising and Merchan- 
dising of the City College and will 
ge of radio instruction 


will guest 


stint. have cha 


Ltd., literary | 
agency, has formed a subsidiary to 
Tom Langan, NBC staff writer,| be known as Curtis Brown-Alan C. | 
or io Collins, Inc., which will specialize in | 
qas been signed to script the Texaco sadin venresentotion. 
program ch originates from the | Managing the new venture will be 
Coast beginning in the fall. He has’ Frank Chase, formerly a writer and 
resigned from NBC and will go to; producer with NBC and more re- 


Hollywood in a few days. Will work 


‘tnalide Story’ Continues | TOM LANCAN AN WEST FOR | C. Brown Forms Subsid 
TEXACO WRITER JOB 


under Ed 


For Radio Literary Rep | 


Curtis Brown, 


cently partner in the 
Chase & Ludlum, 


agency of 


Gardner, who has charge 


of the series and who will also go ere 

west soon, Isabel Miller, who was named 
Pair worked together on the ‘This ‘Miss New Orleans, Jr.,’ in a recent 

Is Ne York’ sustainer series over bathing beauty contest auded to 
BS eas: ‘Dawnbusters’ program over WWL, 


VARIETY — TY 3 - 








+ a 


DIRECTORS OFTEN 
NOT OF THEATRE 


Check on Used-to-Bes Re- 
veals Infrequency of Ex- 
tensive Show Business 
Experience — Reflects 
Original Emphasis Upon 
Advertising 


THEY LEARNED 


Advertising agency radio pro- 


| ducers and directors have been cre- 
ated within the agencies or within 
radio itself rather than imported or 
borrowed from the theatre. 
isn't exactly anybody’s new discov- 
ery. But a 1939 check-up reveals to 
just what an extent radio production 
is in the hands of persons who are 
primarily advertising rather than 
theatrical personnel. This is a throw- 
back, of course, to the old quarrel 
between the pearl gray derbys of 
Broadway and the frat keys of the 
agencies. The agencies went into 
show business, not show business in- 
to the agencies. 

However, the story is not complete 
if left dangling at this point. In time 
many of the agency men have gotten 
the rhythm of showmanship. And, 
moreover, the functions of the pro- 
ducer and director have not always 
been what the like titles imply in 
the theatre world. Writers, actors, 
musicians, outside showmen and 
other personnel have carried on in 
their several capacities, often dom- 
inating. In a conference of the 
several component elements of 2 
show the radio producer is not al- 
ways the autocrat that the average 
Stage or screen director is. In the 
more casual cases the producer has 
been an adder-upper of stopwatch 
calculations of item by item. His 
|} job was to prevent the entertain- 
| ment intrusting on the advertising, 

Radio stations have been training 
schools for radio execs of advertising 
agencies. The alert professions, such 
as newspaperdom and salesmanship, 
have supplied many. The situation 
as now rounded out in the fullness 
| of time has been due to underscor- 
| ing advertising knowledge as more 
important than entertainment know!l- 
| edge if one or the other, rather than 
| both, was all that could be had at 
the salaries originally paid for 
watch-holding. 


This 





SLOp- 


By now it need not automatically 
| be considered an asper against 
| the ability of any radio producer 
|} to point out that he used to be a 
| shoe salesman. Even a shoe sales- 
| manship, if bright and attentive, cen 
; perhaps become a yeoman of the 
| gaieties in time. Many of the most 
| successful Broadway producers 
| themselves fresh office boys 
| curbstone promoters first. 
| 

Still the fact remains that radio 
has rolled its ov 
| times—rather 
| vaudeville or 
| man in charge. The threads connect- 
ling present agency staffmen with the 
theatre are slender and few for the 
1 most part, 

Maybe by now it doesn’t count. 
At least it isn’t conclusive either 
way. But don't think some of the 
advertising agency boys aren't self- 
conscious about what they were be- 
| fore they became what they ! 


are. 


sion 


were 
and 


vn- painfull some- 
than gone to legit, 
na for the 


the cine 





CONNIE BOSWELL SET 


Return in Fall to Maxwell 
House Program 


| Will 


Connie Boswell has 
binder from Benton & 


received @ 
Bowles for 


the Maxwell House Coffee ‘Good 
News’ show which comes back to 
NBC Sept. 7. It's a two-yearer with 


| the usual 13-week cycles. 

Other set f r the series are Fannie 
Brice, Hanley Stafford, Meredith 
Willson and Roland Young. Under- 
tood that Frank Morgan may 
on an week arrangement 


alternate 


' 





gn ome merece 


ey TQ AE 
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‘OUR LEADING CITIZEN’ | BEBE DANIELS-BEN LYON | JOHNNY LONG Orchestia 

With Bob Burns, Susan Hayward, With ‘If I Had a Chance’ Minstrels With Gary Morfit, Helen Young, 
Joseph Allen, Gov. Carl Bailey, | 30 Mins. Henry Miller, Jack Edmontson, 
Mayor Tom English Sustaining Paul Harmon. 

Film Exploitation Tuesday, 10 p.m. 30 Mins. 

30 Mins. WJIZ-NBC. New York FITCH’S 


PARAMOUNT PICTURES 
Monday, 10 p.m. 
WABC-CBS, New York 
(Buchanan) 
It was press agent night in Arkan- 
sas Monday (7) as Paramount took 
over the state to make a ballyhoo for 


its latest Bob Burns release, ‘Our 
Leading Citizen. The event as 


heard over the air conveyed clearly 
the impression that the town of Van 
Buren (population, 5,000) had gotten 
its plug hat out of the horsehair 
trunk and was strutting it big for the 
microphones, the cameras and the 
publicity. It was greater than a 
Major Bowes salute. 

For the occasion they dug up some 
local Arkansas talent—real corn and | 
no make believe. ‘Moonlight and 
Roses’ was rendered as not heard 
since song slides went out at the 
Bijou in Woonsocket. The ladies’ aid | 
society of the commonwealth pitch- 
piped ‘The Ozarks Are Calling You,’ | 
a local tune, which was blood-kin to 
a Hawaiian aloha chant and sounded 
like something the Honolulu cham- | 
ber of commerce might put on if 
Paramount made a picture entitled 
‘Our Leading Island.’ 

The governor was there (with a 
well-written speech) and so was the 
mayor and the editor of the local | 
paper. All with well-written | 
speeches. They claimed to remem- 
ber Burns well. His old schoolteach- 


| 

~ oe | 

er also remembered him (and con- | 
} 


tradicted him). Oddly the one per- | 
son who did not have a well-written | 
speech was Burns himself. He told | 


some weakish gags and did not quite | 


rise to the occasion. 

If Paramount is undertaking to 
make another Will Rogers out of 
Burns he'll need to divest himself of 
the bum gags and get into current 
events vein. He was strictly hill- 
billy vaudeville. 


‘in character’ than was ‘Our Leading 
Citizen.’ His Little Rock anecdote 
was strained and of an_ inferior 
brand of invention. When it fell flat 
Burns self-consciously chided 
hometowners for not laughing him 
uP better. They were way ahead of 
im. 

There was much talk about ‘hon- 
est, simple folks’ and reference to 
‘our cozy little town.’ 


is solid and fine in American life. 


The program was a bang-up at-| 


tention-getter for the film, a clever 
bit of publicity strategy and smartly 
handled all the way, bell lyre or- 
chestra and all. Never was there 
such ruthless cutting of hometown 


musicals which were pared down to | 


32 bars and not a note more. 
authentic. 
died. 
off. 


It was 
shrewd and nicely han- 
But the star didn’t quite come 
Land. 


SALUTE TO CBK, WATROUS 
2 hours and 30 Mins, 
Sustaining 
Saturday, 8:06 p.m. 
CBK-CBC, Watrous, Manitoba 
This two and a half hour ride on 
the national network was utilized to 
advise the world at large that the 


Government’s latest 50 kw. trans- 
mitter, CBK, was now ready for 
service. This makes the fourth 


heavy wave tosser in the CBC’s plan 
of national coverage. Other 50 kw. 
plants are located in the Maritimes, 
Quebec and Ontario. This station is 
near Winnipeg. 

Despite the speech-making this 
two and a half hour puff proved 
good entertainment. Speeches were 
kept down to a minimum, Speakers 
included C. D. Howe, Canadian 
Minister of Transport, who declared 
the station officially open; L. W. 
Brockington, chairman of the Board 
of Governors of CBC (currently in 
England with the general manager, 
Gladstone Murray), F. W. Ogilvie, 
Director-General of BBC; William 
S. Paley, president of Columbia; and 
the premiers of the three prairie 
provinces, 

Jimmy 
outfit 


Gowler and his 
started the ball 


old time 
rolling for 


the actual entertainers. Supporting 
this crew were Ralph Judge. tenor; 
the Toppers quartette: and Tommy 
Tweed m.c.ing as Joshua Ebenezer 
Fry. A handy dish of corn turned 
in by all members, probably had 
several hinterland joints jumping 


This section was from the Winnipeg 
studios. ; 

There was 15 minutes out for a 
breather while CBC tossed off 
nightly Canadian Press newscast and 
then back 
Alouette Quartette, directed by Oscar 
O’Brien, 
adians from the Montreal 
Quarter hour of Bruce Holder’s con- 
cert orchestra, with Gordon Rye. 
baritone, from the St. John studios, 
followed. 

Nearing the end came the seven 
screwballs 
Gang. with Bert Pearl as m.c. This 
gang turned in nifty job with Eddie 


Allen, accordion and. tenor; Bob 
Farnon, trumpet and_ singer. Kay 
Stokes, organ; and Blaine Mathe, 


violin, assisting. From Toronto. 
Winding up the lengthy fanfare 


came Percy Harvey and his concert | 
orchestra with Clement Q. Williams. | 


Australian baritone, and Kitty Ham- 
ilton, soprano, assisting. 
was under finger of John Kannawin., 
senior CBC producer from Winni- 
pez. who went to Watrous for onen- 
ing. Norm. 


| something 
i ‘If I Had a Chance’ concerned itself 


Both the mayor | 
and the hick editor were far more | 


the | 


Van Buren | 
was pictured as a symbol of all! that | 


its | 
into the salute with the! 


greeting the French-Can- | 
studios. | 


of the CBC, the Happy! 


Entire job! 


It comes as an incongruity to any- 
body that’s been around American 
show biz a while to have Bebe Dan- 
iels and Ben Lyon bowed off a New 
York radio program with the state- 


|ment that they are ‘the great Eng- 


lish radio favorites’ and going back 
to Albion om tomorrow’s mail packet. 
Actually the former Hollywood pair 


i have achieved quite a success broad- 


casting (via London-made transcrip- 
tions) from stations Normandie and 
Luxembourg for British 
But it’s still a first-class bit of irony 
to have them farewelled in that vein. 

The Lyons participated, and very 
prominently, in that gathering of 
make-believe hillbillies which has 
grown out of what was originally 
quite different at NBC. 


originally with the supposed sup- 
pressed yens of well-known people. 
Men and women about town, people 
who get into the papers or the New 
Yorker, have come before the mike 
and said, ‘If I coulda I woulda played 
the tuba.’ Then—so was the theory— 
they indulged, heedless of results, in 
a tuba cadenza. Gradually this idea 
was merged in the newer stunt of 
having the celebrities play-act as 
semi-impromptu members of a min- 
strel show. 

The minstrel formula is okay. In- 
deed the idea of using ‘names’ for 
such a lark is potentially a radio 
natural. It may just be missing the 


goal by being perhaps an eenie- 
weenie bit too corney to be self- 
satirizing at the same time. Also, 


the program needs to remember that 
|the radio audience can’t see and 
ishare the comedy of, for example, 

Ham Fisher’s presumably funny 
‘dance. The main audience as dis- 
‘tinct from those in the flesh must 
' have the green light. 

This installment had Tommy Dor- 
sey, Guy Lombardo, Graham Mce- 
|; Namee, Milton Cross and others 
| kibitzing around, Mostly they ex- 
| changed typical minstrel crossfire. 
| It was consistently punny, less con- 
sistently funny. 


Ben Lyon was interlocutor. He) 
made a very bright and flexible 
‘center man, revealing a breeziness 


not particularly associated with Ben 
|Lyon the big pash leading man of 


a happier 
| versatile 


personality and a 
performer. Bebe Daniels, 
who showed that she still can handle 
{a song with professional umph, also 
| did the unpredictable—a negro 
| wench wisecrack routine. And she 
; sounded like she was having a lot of 


' 
HUGH GIBSON 
| Talk 
| 15 Mins. Sunday 7 p.m. 
| WJIZ-NBC, New York 
; A career diplomat, Hugh Gibson, 
| former ambassador to Belgium, is 
| obviously a competent political ob- 
| server of the European scene, and 
|his commentation from London 
manifests considerable shrewdness. 
First he reprises ‘A General Survey 
of European Conditions,’ and later 
he will follow up with talks on the 
| British attitude, the German aitti- 
tude, what Europe thinks of 
America, etc 
Gibson is one in a series set by 
NBC's v.p.. John F. Royal, on his 
recent trip abroad. Short-waved 
from various European capitals, Gib- 


son speaks from Brussels next Sun- | 


day. 

As an early evening Sabbath in- 
terlude this is a good series from an 
authoritative and to-be-respected 
source. Unfortunately, Sunday 
night's shortwave reception was just 
a bit hazy and the speaker's diction 
a shade fuzzy, as result. Abel. 


CRACRAFT ELECTRIC ORCH. 
30 Mins. 

Sustaining 

Sunday, 5:15 p. m. 

WJIZ-NBC, New York. 


This is a group of 12 electric mu- | 
sical instruments, with conductor 
Andre Monici handling a _ central 
control panel providing complete 
mixing of the entire outfit. Gadgets 
and orchestra developed by Tom 
Adrian Cracraft along the lines of 
other of experiments in the electric 
music field. Specifically stated, in | 
| that connection, that there is no 
idea of eliminating live talent, as 
each instrument is ‘played’ by a mu- 
sician. 


On show caught last Sundav (30) 
the outiit provided a pleasing brand 
of light semi-concert-pop fare, some- 
what resembling a string orchestra, 
but also slightly lacking in life. In 
an obvious effort 
capabilities of the combo, the pro- 
gram covered an extensive range of 
music styles. Variety of tones and 
tempo. as well as moods, were also 
included. 

Naturally there was qa great differ- 
ence in the results. Semi-concert 
renditions of ‘Lady’s in Love’ and 
‘Stairway to the Stars’ were fair, a 
Mozart composition was better, 
Spanish rhythms proved somewhat 
| unsuitable, African tribal music was 
well adapted and oldie pops were 
acceptable. All in all, however, all- 
electric orchestras seem still the in- 
experimental stage. There's possibly 
an unlimited future, but there’s cer- 
| tainly plenty of spadework first. 

Vocals by Connie Crandall, Arthur 
Tubertini and Don Lamont were in- 
‘idental. Hobe. 


sponsors. | 


Hollywood. He seemed on the whole | 
more | 


to test the full | 


Sunday, 7:30 p.m. 
NBC-WEAF, New York 


(L. W. Ramsey) 
Having run out of name bands for 


| for lesser-known talent is a good 
and—for the summer—a _ budget- 
nursing switch. Gary Morfit as m.c. 
and Daniel Booner of up ’n’ coming 
bands, sets the idea of having fer- 
reted out Johnny Long and his ex- 
Duke University bandsmen at the 
Cavalier hotel, Virginia Beach, Va. 


There is much palaver about 11 of 
the original 12 boys obeying their 
maestro’s behest not to get married; 
to try and click as a band, post- 
Duke, where they first started, etc. 

Helen Young, 18, from Boston, but 
with a pleasing albeit put-on you- 
awll drawl, is the femme vocalist, 
clicking with ‘Blue Evening’ and 
later in duet with Paul 


other reed specialist, Henry Miller, 
gets billing for ‘Jvst Like That!’ 
(snap fingers business), a novelty 
tune that sounds like it has a good 
chance to click. 


Band in toto is a nice team, fea- 
turing the sax section. They open 
| with ‘Ramona’ in swingo. Jack Ed- 
montson is No. 1 vocalist with ‘If I 
Had My Way.’ 





surance company’ backs the spon- 
sor’s claim that Fitch will remove 
dandruff on first application. 

As part of the fanfare 
makes much of forthcoming book- 
ings for Long at The Mansions, 
Youngstown, O.; thence to Jefferson 
Beach Park, Detroit, and for 
capper mentions Jee YWisgsins’ name 


tract. But doesn’t 
American Record Co. 

The Long pattern is a switch on 
the radio success story; this time it’s 
a nascent talent proposition, and 
looms as a good premise to introduce 
newcomer maestro. Long himself is 


mention 





if not the only left-handed vic nist 


| Morfit mentioned this was one of 
the first things he noticed when he 
first caught the band. Abel. 


‘WRVA SALUTES—’ 

| Narration, Dramatization 
30 Mins.-Local 

| Thursday, 9:30 p.m. 

| WRVA, Richmond 


| A weekly half-hour sustainer 





sa- 


{tries and planned for good-will and 
| business building, this shapes up as 
jan elaborate locally-produced show. 
| Topping off considerable research et- 
|fort with nice writing ability, Jeff 


| Baker gives his script rounded pro-| 


duction touches: 
| ration 


Aided by the nar- 
job turned in by Irvin Abel- 
off, WRVA production manager, and 
okay dramatization chores of a large 
cast, recruited mainly from local lit- 
tle theatre circles, the highlights of 
each industry are given touch-and- 
| go sparkle and it’s good listening all 
the way. 

Outstanding in the dramatie end 
are R. E. Piper, Walker Cottrell. and 
Randolph Saunders. Neat musical 
scoring stint of J. Robert Beadles and 
the WRVA Concert rchestra evi- 
dent. 

Program caught. third in the se- 
iries, was concluded with expression 


of thanks to station by William Jenks, | 


president of the N. & W. R. R. Co 


| All in all, a good show from the lis- | 


jtener angle and one likely to give 
industries whicn have remained 
;aloof from radio (railroads are in- 
lcluded) a more friendly view of 
broadcasting. Bot. 
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‘THE EDGE OF THE WORLD’ 
Film (English) 

75 Minutes 

Thursday, Aug. 3 


NBC-RCA, New York 
Comparison between i theatre- 


screening of a picture and its trans- 
mission via the 


cathode ray tube is 
not flattering to telev sion. ‘The 
| Edge of the World’ (Pax release) 


was telecast in full by NBC-RCA as 
part of its August ‘filler Only 
about half was palatable to the eye. 
\this being the aggregation of close- 
;ups. In the midway and far-off 
focuses, the net result was merely a 
| blur with sound effects, 
| ‘Edge of the World’ is the tragic 
story of a group of farmers who bat- 
| tle the elements and their own lack 
|of manpower in attempting to make 
'a go of it on a wild isiand off the 
coast of Scotland. It’s an arty pic- 
ture, but all the grandeur of a wild 
; sea and even wilder terrain was lost 
j via television. When seen in a the- 
| atre (by this reviewer) the high- 
‘lights of the film were its exterior 
land scenic shots. 
This broadcast rnight point the 
way for future use of films for visio 
|purposes. Suggested. for one thing, 
jthat television wouid best duck 
| those pictures 


'the Fitch Bandwagon, the ‘scouting’ | 


Harmon, | 
sax-singer, with ‘Comes Love.’ An- | 


In between Fitch is, | 
per usual, heavy on the plugs, in- | 
cluding a claim that ‘a famous in- | 


Morfit | 


the | 


in connection with a recording con- | 
ine 


the sponsor’s emissary ever scouted. | 


a 
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Follow-Up Comment 





Leota Lane, fourth, and to the gen- 
eral public least known, of the Lane 
Sisters, spun on ‘We, The People’ a 
‘human interest yarn about her assist- 
ance in helping the other three real- 
ize their ambitions and then the pur- 
suit of her own dream, an operatic 
career. 
warbling, as she and sister Lola had 
| done it, ‘Moonlight and Roses.’ Voice 
sounded rather pleasing, and a high 
;note was uncorked at climax, but 
the bit was hardly enough to judge 
Miss Lane's talent for opera. 
| ‘We, The People’ seems to have be- 
}come rather stencilized. A factor 
|robbing program of the spontaneity 
'it should have is the strict adherence 
ito script, and the very laborious 
jreading some guests, especially old- 
|sters, give. Gabriel Heater’s intro- 
|duction are also too much in a sin- 
|gle pattern for steady listeners. 


| 


Paul Laval’s orchestra pushed 
' across a plushy brand of studio dan- 
sapation last Saturday afternoon 
/ (29) over NBC red (WEAF). In 
contrast to the currently-accepted 
| brand of blarey swing, the crew of- 
fered a blend of smooth rhythm that 
, was dulcet and at the same time in- 
fectious. For those who like quiet 
tone quality, the fiddles and rhythm 
strings were a welcome whiff of re- 
membrance. Glen Darwin’s robust 
baritone vocals encouraged close 
listening, as did the arrangements. 


| 





Edyth Wagner offered a refresh- 
ing half-hour sustainer of keyboard 
| recitaling last Sunday (30) over 
| WQXR, New York. Session was 
| strictly top-shelf classic stuff, but 
veered toward sparkling composi- 
tions rather than the more imposing 
(or anesthesia) work. Although the 
names of Beethoven, Brahms, Schu- 
|}mann, Chopin and Palmgren might 
sound sinister to a non-symph 
dialer, it was all lively enough to 
satisfy a casual dialer—particularly 
at the slack 6-6.30 p.m. slot across 
the board. 


spotlighted as being one of the few,| And Miss Wagner's ivory-massag- | 


| ing is potent. 


| Anita Loos’ slightly shrill voice 
was one of the items on last week's 


‘We, The People.” She didn’t say) 
very much, but said it punchily. It 
was, briefly, the familiar tale of 


how, as a child, she wrote scenarios | 
and sold them to D. W. Griffith who | 


| thought her an adult. 
| The program’s heart-tug 
was Mrs. Abraham 


deluxe 
Silverman 
Brooklyn, who appealed in a choked 


| fun. It was pleasant nonsense. Land. luting various large Virginia indus-| voice for a blood donor for her hus- | 
band, who has an obscure disease, | 
,and whose blood is hard to properly | 
Her doctor also appeared. It | 


match. 
was a bit of genuine sounding hu- 
man drama. (The CBS news flashes 


| dreds of phone calls had come in.) 


John Barrymore was the top name 
on the Vallee program which origi- 
nated in Chicago Thursday (3) 





Bandsman playing a date there and | 


Barrymore starring 
‘My Dear Children.’ 


in the legiter 
Reception was 


Leota closed the stanza by | 


| honors 





| dramatized, 


|slight Southern drawl. 


of | 


later in the evening reported hun- | 


} Improvising 


jmarred for WEAF listeners in New 
York, because of stormy weather be- 
| tween the two cities. Made it more 
| difficult to decide whether Barry. 
|more  interiude was completely 
minor, Certainly the sketch ‘Roses 
|for Fifi’ added nothing to the gaiety 
ot the broadcast, star playing a tired 
| Old man about to pass out. In hig 
bit during the hokus pokus finale he 
| was more diverting,-mentioning an 
|}uncle who had the seven years itch 
| but scratched it out in five. 

_ Shiela Barrett was the outstand- 
ing guester, amusing by imitating 
Lou Holtz telling a Lapidus story 
and then as Barrymore might tell it. 
Her child prodigy was excellent. 
Another bit that pleased the studio 
crowd came from two colored lads 
billed as being rescued from a 
Mississippi mud bank, one called 
| Rastus Barrymore. 
| Gabby Hartnett the catcher-man- 
ager of the Chicago Cubs was teamed 
/with Holtz to fair advantage. Ball 
| player said it was good luck to wort 
{on the Vallee hour and warned Cin- 
'cinnati, National League leader, that 
his team would be in there fighting 
|for the pennant all the way. Holtz 
| told about his uncle being in a Rus- 
sian ball league, team being called 
the Minsk Mudcats. They pulled the 
| W ood-smeller bit for Hartnett, 
| cleaned up of course. 
| Vallee band hopped the train for 
} Minneapolis after the broadcast for 
a five-day date there and will be 
back in New York for this week’s 
|; broadcast which will include Joe 
;}Cook and Carmen Miranda. First 
part of the commercial was long 
enough to be an intrusion. 





Mrs. Franklin D. Roosevelt shared 
with Connie on 
‘Hobby Lobby,’ First Lady being one 


Boswell 


|of a series of names conducting pro- 
{gram in Dave Elman’s absence. 
| Spite minor drawbacks she registered 
jas her usual gracious self. 
|larly clear and smoth was her intro- 
‘duction of Miss Boswell, last guest. 


De- 


Particu- 


Girlhood accident in New Orleans, 
which crippled singer, was briefly 
then Miss Boswell 
inspirational message. 
very well, avoiding 
dramatics and over-senti- 

Voice low, firm, with a 
La Boswell’s 
mishap led mother and father to en- 
courage singing as a hobby. First 
appeared locally with sisters and 
then began climb of ladder to pro- 
fessional success. Connie considered 


miked an 
Read this 
maudlin 

mentality. 


herself ‘the luckiest person in the 
| world—I have a home, a devoted 


husband, and a career.’ She closed 
with corking rendition of ‘Wishing.’ 


Everett Hoagland’s broadcasting 
over Mutual from Atlantic City 


seemed, Sunday. to be an example of 
how many a dance orchestra does 
not take advantage of radio opportu- 
nities. The music was sketchy and 


| far-way, as if the fiddles passed it 


to the saxes and went out for a 
smoke and then the piano took it up 
for a while. There was always an 
impression of not working, of idling, 
Whatever may be said 


|} in rebuttal to this impression, there 


‘THEATRE DE 
With Jacques 
Giroux, 
Letondal 
Dramatic 
30 Mins—Local 
Sustaining 
Monday, 9:30 p.m, 
CKAG, Montreal 
Henri Letondal, veteran French- 
language radio producer, authors, di- 
rects and occasionally acts in this! 
weekly half-hour drama. Program | 
has been running since fall of 1938 
| but is not a series, a completely new | 
| half-hour play being called _ foi 
weekly. 
Show caught, 45th written by Le- 


CHEZ NOUS’ 
Auger, Antoinette 
Gaston Dauriac, Henri 


; tondal, was a compact, well-acted | 
and ably-routined ether drama. Im- 
presses primarily because of the 


| basic appeal to the hinterland as well | 
is the city audience. Central char- 
acter was a middle-aged composer 
who, after a misunderstanding with 
| flighty young wife, makes a strong | 
comeback via the music route. 
Jacques Auger, with Paris and lo- 
cal legit experience, is an unusually 
competent performer, lending dis- 
tinction and power to his character- 
ization of the musician. Antoinette 
Giroux furnishes capable support. 
Mori. 
PAKE AND CARL 


' and concisely presented, 


was surely nothing that would make 
the listener recall the name. No 
style, no feeling of alertness, nothing 
distinctive or individual, 

In short, just on the air. 

Band is prolifically on the air 
!from Jenkinson’s Pavilion on the 
| Jersey shore, via WOR - Mutual, 
| which spot first incubated Sammy 
Kaye, with the same technique of 


multi-broadcasts. 


Herald-Tribune news session origi- 
nating in the city room of the New 
York daily and aired from 10:50-11 
p.m. seven days a week by WQXR, 
New York, as caught last Friday (4), 
was a methodical, lusterless render- 


ing of the paper’s next morning 
headlines. As customary in programs 
handled by non-radio-experienced 


news men, the facts were accurately 
but without 
any personality that might have 
made them more listenable 

An unnamed member of the H-T 


staff was obviously just reading @ 
|summary of the day’s news, un- 
adorned and matter-of-fact. Who- 
ever he was, he had a passable voice 
and clear diction, but lacked suffi- 
cient mike experience to provide 
variety in the reading of such 
straightaway material. H-T name 
| may be a fair come-on for one try 
at this program (the roar of the 
presses, heard in the background, 


Hillbillies 
15 Mins.; Local 
WGY, Schenectady 
Twosome, who recently came to 
WGY after engagements at WTIC. 
Hartford, and WNBX, Springfield, | 
Vt., are in the familiar western-hill- 
billy tradition. Such turns always 
gather their quotas of listeners on! 
stations with rural and small town 
areas included in coverage. This one, 
tagged ‘The Original Nightherders,’ | 
should be no exception. 
Boys are fair singers, good yodel- | 
ers, and satisfactory instrumentalists | 
(guitar and banjo, latter plucked 
deftly). Some of the warbling, solo) 


| 


and there is hymning. Ad libbing| 


containing too much should be delivered in clearer style,| tunes. 


is a nice touch), but after that single 


| sampling any average news session 
| handled 


by regular radio people 
would provide more interesting fare. 
Merry Macs were slipped into the 
Lucky Strike Hit Parade Saturday 
night (5) without any fanfare, as 
smoothly as though they had always ; 
been a fixture of the program. And 
that’s as it should be with any new 
additions to an old program; build- 
ups often hurt more than they help. 


Quartet, comprising three male 
and one femme voice, is set for a 
13-week stay with the show and 


neatly fit its tempo. They aren’t be- 


‘and duo, is in the plaintive strain,| ing held to the best-selling pops, be- 


ing also permitted to sing novelty 
Their best the first night was 


i seiggas hard the time being. any-|if chattering helps. To much mum-| ‘Oh, Susanah.’ 
| how. 


However, it 


take what you 
can get with NBC. 


Scho, | 


bling now. Theatre dates are plugged. 
Jaco, 


In 
Allen. 


ine fali act returns to Fred 
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IN NEW YORK CITY . .. ST RUST igrated to Networks in 1wo Years 

Nora Stirling to Canada. ...deep in the woods.,..N, W. Ayer already + 
expanding its brand new quarters in Radio City....John U. Reber among Ae 
the Thompsonites on vacation. . .Joe E. Howard with CBS ‘Gay Nineties’ | That’s Gratitude St. Louis. Aug. 8. 
sustainer... -He's now 73... Scriptist Ben Garson at Saratoga... .Orth Cleveland Station Evolves | pel: | St. Louis radio stations have pro- 
Bell’s line of comedy as ‘Uncle Jonathan’ attracting some attention since . 4 | vided the national networks with 
he quit Jersey City for the CBS big time....his ‘only newspaper in the Circle of Followers in 19 | Ed East, on his ren bev- | considerable locally-trained talent 
world printed on cellophane’ intrigues many... .announcer Kenneth Ohio Towns Through| erage Peptanae Name t and | With departure last week of Coyita 
Roberts reverted to acting on Ellery Queen’s mystery on CBS....Raloh 4 Take It, ran into some brat | Bunch, singer of KWK (and Steeple- 
Dumke and Pat Barnes renewed for more baseballing by Knox Gelatine. Simple Trick of Broadcast- | edge last week when kids, | chase Room at Hotel Chase) some 25 

At the Fair: CBS is dropping its Littau band concerts, Tom Neeley is ing Local News Items | # ins th yaaa — ae —~ | cases of St. Louis talent migrating 
off the staff. and Fredericka Millet is now producer of the pop concerts | air that they didn't like them. I | to the webs for various chores dur- 
Mutual carries outside New York... wieesiaee } sarted with a self-willed off- | ing the past two years are recorded 

sack Sar el tat v7 Se Saree : ti Sen rea | spring } ar classes who, /|.7! Se ce age . 

“*arol Irwin, of Young and Rubicam’s radio production dept., yesterday Pring of the upper cli Miss : ; 7 *hicag 
Pe Ai to Nassau for a two-week vacash....Betty Garde has WARMED ’EM UP | upon being awarded a doll car- ror eh piesa Poot a Chicago, 
a leading role and Andre Baruch will announce on Ted Collins’ new day-  —s—ss—s 7 | riage, scornfully declared it was | KMOX. CBS’ 50.000 watter 
time serial, ‘My Son and I,’ which starts for General Foods next week on } too small and would make her a ; : : werreees Sbieee 
CRS ‘ ’ : Cleveland, Aug. 8 | (the child) seem a mere baby. a Al Roth, now an NBC 

ag oe ; 4. OR mis is al : hak Following this crisis, a boy musical director in New York; Edith 

The Goldbergs serial celebrates its 2,500th broadcast this week.... Station WGAR here has demon-: 2 oo beam -: os Tike Witeien 
Daughter of Eddie Bartell of Radio Rogues screen-tested by Metro.... ; , : | who got a free baseball mitt Karens, an NBC warbler; Ray Swee 
Jaug tre ae : wei : ee .< | Strated one way to ingratiate radio} cried out in a loud voice. ‘Sav ney, scripter now doing continuity 
Rogues set for guesters on first four Andre Kostalanetz-Ethy] Gas shows | °- . cc a f NBC ~ : a “el 
when the program returns....Barnesville, Ohio, feted two home town | With newspaper editors, Small; His & Sor 2 edi-hendes player. “ps wre aia ge ened _ hep 
boys of the Kidoodlers last week with a Kidoodler Day....Earl Harper, | towners have been bitter to radio as | East choked on his tonsils. yore dl — Peyote s gre 
baseball spieler on WNEW, conducting a poll beginning Monday (15) fora poacher on the traditional terfi- | —= > Hit Parad gent ona: ton : mt af 
the most popular player on Newark and Jersey City teams of the Inter- | tory of the press and a little because | | ideo i + dl ~ BS a - _ 
national Lg....Trophies will be awarded winners.... Rosalind Sherman. | radio was part and parcel of metro- | ’ C ol . on nah 7 ae a. 
on same station, also conducting contest for name to fit new glass room of | politan flipness. After a dubious! 5 : of Chicago KMOX or 
McGuinnis’ Restaurant on Broadway. Winner to get two dinners per | start, WGAR now has 19 small town - eget? — 


Paul Phillips, continuity writer, re- 


9 cently jerked into CBS’ New York 
SI | organization; Lee Little, who scripts 
= the ‘Prof. Quiz’ program; Elmira 


Roessler, actress, now on a five-a- 


ssautis tox Tide. editors regularly cooperating with 
. , its ‘News of Our Neighbors’ program 


}every Saturday noon. From an 
IN CHICAGO Original attitude ranging from luke- 


warm to hostile the WGAR program 





Carlton Brickert has written a new five-a-week stripper based on @) now has reached such a degree of | week serial from Chicago, Jim Ban- 
‘David Harum’ type of character lead...Don Hancock has left Columbia- | ¢ordiality from the editors that they | See, continuity writer for NBC in 
WBBM announcing staff and is free lancing...Patricia Ann Manners and drop in when in Cleveland and hang | | California; Sally Selby, actress, serv- 
Alex McQueen have new quiz program based on ‘strange facts’ and under around just as if WGAR smelled of | ing both NBC and CBS from same 
title of McQueen's former show, ‘Nothing But the Truth’...Clarence Menser | printer's ink and hence was an in- | . . | locale; Katherine Craven, commen- 


setting new performers for “Tom Mix’ show renewal for Ralston’s...Capt | tator with CBS in New York; Don 


' 
vigorating atmosphere. | CBS wi , " ; 
1 r > Gy: S will begin another program | Gor ‘abber w : “fyi 
Herne’s new commentary program renewed on WGN by Twenty Grand What has now become a fixed sta- | é p fem on aed NBC - ee 
. Pp ‘s y c arile b rev > ) 
cigarettes... tion feature began tentatively a year | 5¢Pt. 16 devoted to showcasing | cago. harley ookey, editor « 


Art Linick, WJJD v.p., back at desk after tonsilectomy....Wilbur Corley | ago when manager John Patt wanted | bands that record for American KMOX's daily a.m. ‘Country Jour- 
in from WDAY, Fargo; Dick Olson from WKAT, Mami, to join announcer | tg go some drum-thumping because | Record, CBS subsidiary. Program, nal program, was drafted a fort- 
staff of WIND....Windy Gunther, chief engineer of WJJD, seriously ill | WGAR went up to 5,000 watts day-| time for which has not been set, will night ago by CBS to originate and 
in Bethany hospital following operation....Bob EJson took cast off little | time. He sought ways and means to| run a half hour each Saturday night. | conduct farm programs all ov er the 
finger which was broken in softball game, U. S. He may return to KMOX 


later. 


Besides Coyita Bunch, KWK_ has 
lost Betty Barrett, juve songbird 


register the station’s existence and | RCA-Victor’s NBC Magic Key show 
personality with new listeners in the | now aired on Monday night is partly 
outlying zones newly within com- | devoted to disc plugging. Dates are 

IN SAN FRANCISCO fortable listening. WGAR’s news| being set to use Benny Goodman, 
ae editor, Ralph Worden, was himself | recent ARC acquisition; Gene Krupa, | ‘find’ to NBC, Chicago; Gerry Mor- 

an alumnus of Main Street journal-| Harry James, Kay Kyser, Horace | fit, gabber and m.c., who is conduct- 
ism so the idea gradually evolved. |! Heidt, Eddy Duchin and others. | ing the ‘Afternoon Serenade,’ an- 
Worden originally invited 25 editors! CBS recently ran for a short time | Other NBC program originating in 
to participate. ‘The biggest story in} a program of this ilk, aired on Sun- | Chicago; Harry Babbitt, warbler, 
Podunk this week’ was the general | day night 8-9 p.m., and tabbed the | now with Kay Kayser’s N8C net 


Edgar Bergen at Golden Gate International Exposition dedicated the 
fair’s first and only ‘radio lounge,’ in an auditorium adjacent to the Stand- 
ard Brands exhibit....Fan who has written a letter or a postcard com- 
menting on programs daily for more than three years is claimed by KYA 


here. The appreciative listener is Mrs. J. C., Black of Piedmont, across 


the bay....Programs originated here by KPO and KGO during the month | foymula. Columbia Dance Hour. However.! program and his brother, Gene, an- 
of July totaled 1,272, according to statistics compiled by Curtis Peck, engi- The original attitude of chill was | that session did not confine itself to | other singer, is a member of Herbie 
neer in charge. Studio productions numbered 1,016, while the remaining | ;evyegied by Worden’s first experi- | ARC bands exclusively. Also it aired | Holmes’ orchestra heard over Mu- 
256 were remotes. Of the latter. 106 were broadcast from Treasure Island, pene From the invitations he got! several different crews on one pro-. tual. 

with the KPO-KGO engineers working 400 hours altogether on the expo- | pace one paper and two polite re-/| gram. KSD has contributed Helen Me- 
sition programs....With contestants limited to employees of exhibits, con fucals. A second letter with a fuller - Connell, singer, now with Jimmy 
cessions or staff groups at the Golden Gate International Exposition, a explanation brought one more tenta- Dorsey over NBC: Armide. warble 


new traffic safety quiz show titled ‘Live and Let Live’ is being broadca t tive acceptance and three refusals JOCELYN TONGE MOVES with cimmy SGreers bend on NBC; 
= ’ 1 f ry) > 1} rare To A . 
Saturday mornings over the Mutual-Don Lee network from the radio | ‘phe yest ignored WGAR big. 


Harry Lookofsky, Violinist with 
studios at the fair Bert Buzzini. formerly at KYA and KJBS, now an- 


‘ - ' dol Kate Feared ‘Hayseed’ Slant FROM AUTHORS T0 AFRA NBC, and Jack Connors, vibraphone 
nouncing at KGO and KPO on a temporary basis. . Scotcn poetess as 2 ie teed oe. pes = £ artist. 1: , } the Merry 


é i. Sine tis a leveloped at this point that th lately with Macs 
Rennie Archer doing two programs wee klv on KYA with George Nykii thine. Absa ; ll town editors feared - and now with his own C BS quartet 
P T3Winwe AnaArar o} ’ ™ Loins © SMa LOW’! CALL 5 al . 

‘oviding background music on the organ....William Andrews, night pro : : ' - Noody Close, ¢ N mast S 
providing | ae aa’, Holl ae 1 menage. and his wife (actress Helen | Was that the program would be used Jocelyn Tonge, for the last several 7 V alae Clo “ A W iyie nl = ‘ 
Prt rv -¢ s ( \ TOO lena c S « , ; i . s A Ss, Cc we Cc ‘ ‘E ‘ } . 
gram supery ISO! it NBC , sa Stowe. CBS produc- | to ridicule or sport ‘hicks This idea | years assistant to the executive-sec- heres iS conducting us sigh y 
Musselman) in town on vacash last week....Arthur stow a | ; ee iby WGAR. The}: i. ay ' Man’ program over NBC out of New 

. ne Pa ol” with had to be uprooted by GAR. The retarv of the AuULNors League of t 

lion manager here, is the new emcee on the “KSFO Yawn Patro with i ’ s York 

mH manag ere, iia at eects lim O'Neil. now | Programs them elves did the job. | America. this week joins the staff of , 
Jack Gregson of the KSFO production staff assisting... at er the Broadcasts started with an original | 4 A Fec t of Radio | ite 

+} WV / i . ry . ) y< asi stall Wil a yI Ne he ry) i ’ ederat n ) di 
news editor and newscaster at KJBS, was recently with KYA in a similai trv veek lie ( rating oo ; aici 
. - ¢« =e % r x ount? we ries cooper: ng A tics 1a imila < ' t\ 

capacity....William E. Forbes of KNX, Holly wood, fair-seeing rom rl} . "a weeke ee wr Si; egg a si haagee ye "a, * pene K H N 

. : eek] ‘ts commentary for Marvels Cigar- That was 57 weeks ago. Since th Her work a the League was 
Breneman doing a thrice-weekly sports com goed : See ee Worde: has become a6 favorite 1 witl } lit y 

. rer ' ance ynly in the Pacific North- ordagen fe ec ¢ Ae . mostly concerned with the literary 
ettes from KSFO, the programs being released only in th a ] 


, CC lidyy | Speaker in the 19 towns covered. | sg, ather an the dramatic o1 T 
west over CBS outlets Staff employes of KPO and KGO get a holida\ pe : ie kcteen % “et atsapeel Id, rather than tl e dramatic ¢ KENYON & ECKHARD’ 
on : : ‘the newlv formed NBC Athletic | One town proudly hailed him as a! yadio, Duties at AFRA hi: 

Thursday (10) to attend the first outi the newly formed } Ath 


{ ( at nave not 
if O : 
> - * l ar } \ con nother t wn boasted } as Se eee fined “eae , 
Association at the Beresford Country Club in San Mateo, with a skeleton native O A aed we bee been specifically defines Successor 
for at | . that his wife had relatives in its at the League is not announced Jack Latham will join the Ken- 
rece a wori : j a hioger lecture ae : 
z k midst He is a big ter lecture draw a yon & Eckhardt agency Sept. 1 It 
than an English novelist with a 


IN HOLLYWOOD . onocle. aint gap | WNOE Waxes Blurbs — | “Latham resigned several months 


‘ oO as president of the American 

Joe Thompson will handle NBC production end of the Camel Caravai AUAC, NO TEINS, NO Prosurien or Use of Hardware Co. ; al oad Cigaret Co. He 1 pre- 
Harry J Holcomb, producin tne Be ! Goodma iow fo tne Willi Y < tlie expense New Orleans Aus g vir lv been 5 stant te Gee e 
Esty office, lands he e today to look things ove Four-figured royalt A. Ba n 8 Co., hardware and . Washington Hill, J1 the Ameri- 
check Saxie Dowell received for ‘Three Little Fishe elped him get away ’ - eden appliance chain. signed tl can Tobacco Co.. coming fre —_ 
from Hal Kemp's CBS orchestra for Bermuda vat ash farewell dinne1 wa Wheatena S Split Red a ae ae weer note on radio department of Young & Rut 
supplied bv boys in band He forms own outfit this fall Orth Bell, i 7 WNOE can 
CBS's ‘Uncle Jonathan.” remarks he’s written more than 3,000 scripts dur- Sut T i ¢ 
Ing radio caree} KNX staffer Roderick Mays doing time as writer, pro- Wheaten: DUVIN$ 1 split red n this week « ting tri cription > _- 
ducer, seaman, on station's new Backgrounds For Living series (WEAF) link of 17 tations from , » be ed throughout country. Leon Levy's Son, 8, Tries 
Marion Butler, 15-year-old canary, airs new series ovel CBS Coast net NBC for a Saturday morning pro- Broadcasting an Inning 
Starting Aug. 12, Ivon Ditmars at the ivories ...Autographers held Pri gram. Same account starts a news . : 
NBC's airing of Del Mar race track opening four minutes Wednesday series on WOR Oct. 3. Latter will Ed East’s ‘Fables’ Philadelphia, Aug. 8 
while Bing Crosby and Pat O’Brien inked programs and the like Clin- tee off with Tuesday and Thursday : . . Another member of the Levy 
ton ‘Buddy’ Twiss, NBC Coast special events head, was busy man during | afternoon periods and on Oct. 16 A ggg ae musical package, family here busted into broadcasting 
first week of August....Aug. 1 he handled Army Air Raid on this terrain’ \ i); go to three early a.m. spot ‘Fables in thythm, written by Ed | last week 
and KECA dedication; Del Mar opening Aug. 2; Aug> 3, Santa Barbara (Mon., Wed., Fri.) a week. East and including himseil, <taris Bob, eight-year-old —_ of Dr. 
Fiesta; Aug. 4, Motion Picture Handicap at Del Mar: Aug. 5, Soap 30x Compton is the agency. tomorrow Cihasscay) at 7:30 p. m.. Leon Levy, prez of WCAU, aired 
Derby; Aug. 6 he relaxed at Caliente....Andy Love, in charge of Literary : os : ou the NBC blue. Latter will give it | part of inning of the game between 
Rights for NBC here. believes in making his dates in advance. He ad- a whirl to see how sponsors react. the Athletics and the St. Louis 
dresses Pasadena PTA on ‘Radio as an Education,’ April 10, 1940 Pro- Zeke Manners a Corp. Jean Ellington and the Landt Trio 3rowns. Did a highly creditable 
ducer Arnold Maguire is supposed to be vacationing but he reports at a a will assist East in carrying out a subbing job for Bill Dyer. 
NEC studios every dav to clean up writing stints... Freeman Gos 9% 7ek ee tl 1 billy - ‘radio musical without introductions aa ae 
mothering daughter Virginia while son, Freeman, Jr., soni va m antag ‘ o Ke Pong ite 0 a eeeaea alae ILA Watins Waheed. Se. te Cres 
Europe... . Bill Goodwin and Peeee rennet Ge een Fee ee Ser? | eke Ma ethane thd apts . ° A marill as 6 
nounetng of The Indian Weaver at Gallup N.M. for CBS. Current Holly. Nmveit| The enarter tat he 0b-| Bin O'Brien-Moore Set | wares Witla: Tos Aut # 
wood heat wave is good preparation for chore. racic geen peg g permits him to conduct a Erin O'Brien-Moore, of iegit, gets stalled at KFDA, also new, as sports. 
ongenowidh sg — wok 2 PRagedlayes sh a oat “ allot Ren can ou ness of s tppls ng radio — - : ee ed — = Peg nin = pene Ast one ree ~ 
be believed. Gwen Louise took time out from singing chore on CBS the like in repay >see Enterpri: neneene be = 2 —_ v's ) — fe. - wil e bo = y “! petra - 
Te a For Two in cel] short story to Libe rity mag about he. Poot h . And = _ = % a agers = gee pon sola aah sti e Fat} agit f _— om + rm oe sg 
Charlie Correll has finally taught his dog to rol] over after a years U Capital stock Is 100 are nO | ad RETL“O “run atne ol : e pro- 
ng. 7 value irce 
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ASCAP Sez N.A.B. Naive 








‘Continued from page 31) 





ter were informed that late August 
was the earliest date ASCAP could 
meet with their committee. ‘A story 
to that effect was made public in 
Variety, the ASCAP spokesman re- 
calls 

Zetween now and the date of the 
NAB convention in Chicago the 
ASCAP board of strategy proposes 
to exercise almost complete silence 
in answering the blasts of Neville 
Miller and his associates, ASCAP 
feels that it would be sound tactics 
to wait until the broadcasters have 
got the convention bug out of their 
system. Any policies that ASCAP 
voiced, it is felt within that quarter, 
would only be used as a football for 
kicking around at the convention. 

ASCAP anticipates the Chicago 
powwow to result in a membership 
assessment to allow for a fund which 
will be used to build up a music 
catalog both through writer solicita- 


{ 
‘ 
| domain. 


rangements of works in the public 
ASCAP also looks forward 
to being subjected to every conceiv- 
able sort of annoyance so that when 
it comes to negotiations the broad- 
casters will feel that they have put 
the Society in a hot spot. Likewise 
ASCAP foresees plenty of fireworks 
and the end of 1940, 


between now 


when the present licensing contract} 
expires, and it is prepared when the | 


time comes to hand out some sizzling 


ones as well as receive them. For | 


instance, it has gathered a mass of 
statistical information tending to 
show that it is the small independ- 
ent station that carries the major 
portion of the ASCAP burden and 
not the chains or the major network 
affiliates. 
‘War Spirit’ 

John G. Paine, ASCAP general 
manager, declared yesterday (Tues- 
day) that Miller’s charge of delay 


was merely one of a series of tactics 





to build up the war spirit within the 
NAB, preliminary to the negotia- 
| tions. Paine said that he wrote 
Miller two weeks ago that ASCAP 
did not intend to have a meeting 
with him and his committee right 


away. The ASCAP general manager 
*he NABites are deter- 
mined to liberage themselves from 
| paying copyright owners there was 
| nothing for his organization to do 
1 ad- | but bide its time. Miller has an- 
e loca | nounced that this is the broadcasting 
than | industry’s determination and that 
Salt | since this announcement was coupled 
| with a statement about the Chicago 
| meeting Sept. 15 there ‘seems to be 
’ al | nothing for ASCAP to do but await 

yet KpYL Aen P | the outcome of events.’ 
rate is as high ® Observers on the sidelines, such as 
f any other . | other users of music, have declared 
that 0 si | themselves as looking forward to a 
local station. ‘good show’ between now and the 
end of 1940. The contract now in 
| effect will be extended with the com- 
mercial fee remaining at 5% and 


tion and the making of special ar- 











For YEARS ' 


on- 
KDYL has = 
ntly carried 


' stated flat if 





giste 
mor 
vertisers 
any other 
Lake station — 


ligious and political types. The one 
likely difference, they predict, is that 
| it will be for 10 years instead of five, 
as is the present one. Meanwhile the 
broadcasters as would-be publishers 
| will have expended thousands o 
dollars in printing and arranging 
their own music and in arousing the 
ambitions and hopes of myriad ama- 
teur tunesmiths throughout’ the 
, country, and perhaps giving ear- 
aches to the listening public. 
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7 & Ce: 
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applying to all programs except re-| 
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| Home Radios Greater 


| Nuisance Than Tavern 


Music, Declares Mayor 





Marinette, Wis.. Aug. 8. 

| Mayor R. P. Murray vetoed an 
ordinance passed by the city coun- 
cil prohibiting the playing of elec- 
tric pianos, radios, phonographs, 
|orchestras or other musical devices 
in restaurants and taverns within 
ithe city. 

| ‘I deem the ordinance an unrea- 
|}sonable regulation,’ Mayor Murray 


‘declared in giving his reasons for 


ithe veto. ‘Tavern keepers and res- 
taurant owners have installed elec- 
tric pianos and phonographs at con- 
siderable financial investment, and 


these musical devices would result 
in a substantial monetary loss,’ the 
mayor said. 

‘It is my opinion that more nui- 
| sance has been caused by the blatant 
| playing of radios in residential dis- 
|tricts at all hours than has been 
caused by the playing of musical 
instruments in taverns and restau- 


rants.’ | 


RODEO USED RADIO 








12 California Stations Divided About 
$4,000 In Blurbs 





San Francisco, Aug. 8. 
National Rodeo Assn., Inc., Holly- 
wood, used 12 Northern California 
| stations (KYA, KPO, KFRC, KSFO, | 
| KSAN, KJBS, San "rar cisco; KQW, | 
San Jose; KRE, Berkeley; KLX, | 
/KROW, KLS, Oakland; KSRO, Santa 
| Rosa) to plug an outdoor rodeo in 
|San Francisco Aug. 6. Some $4,000 
was spent for live announcements 
| and participations and transcribed 
| announcements, varying from two to 
15 daily, beginning July 23. 
Allied Advertising Agencies. San 
Francisco, placed the business, ex- 
cept on KYA, which signed direct 


Okmulgee Station Sold 


} Okmulgee, Okla., Aug. 8 

Interests in KHBG here have been 
sold to Mr. and Mrs. Pat Buford, of 
Okmulgee; Mrs, S. P. Ross, of Hen- 
|derson, Texas, and S. W. Ross, of 
Kilgore, Texas. Transfer from H. B. 
|Greaves and John Caruthers, of 
Okmulgee, and T. B. Lanford and 
R. M. Dean, of Shreveport, will be 
made as soon as FCC approval of 
the sale can be made 
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THE GREAT STATIONS OF THE GREAT LAKES 


Basic Stations....Columbia.Broadcasting System 


Edward Petry & Company, Inc., National Sales Representatives 





Buford has been manager of the 
station for several weeks; was for- 
merly manager of KOAC at Kilgore, 
Texas. 





San Antonio’s Germans 


San Antonio, Aug. 8. 
Aiming at the German speaking 
| residents of this city and of the 
| many populated towns about here, 
| the Grand Prize Distributing Co. of 
| Galveston, makers of Grand Prize 
| beer, are sponsoring a daily quarter 
hour program of music and spiels 
i! All done in German by Kurt Pro- 
| vitz through KMAC 





| a 

SNUFF SHOW RENEWED 

| New Orlerns, Aug. 8. 

| American Snuff has renewed its 
| 15-minute three time weekly spot 
on the WWL Dawn Buster Show. 
Program titled ‘Get Up To Snuff’ 
}uses Pinky Vidacovich and WWL 
Staff Orchestra, 


{to unreasonably regulate the use of | 
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Radio Men Rap ASCAP 
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, 

|tude as ‘offensive and belittling to 

ithe biggest customer of ASCAP.’ 
Those present at the Ritz Towers 


| 
' 


| 
| 





and ‘payment for music we don’t 


use.’ Local non-network stations 


particularly underscore the latter 
point, 
The last flare-up, however, ig 


meeting waiting for the ASCAP/} rather personal exasperation at the 


committee that did not arrive, were | alleged inability of N.A.B. to 


Neville Miller, of 
| CBS; John Elmer, of WCBM, Balti- 
/more; Sam Rosenbaum, of WFIL, 
Philly; Walter Damm, of WTMJ, 
Milwaukee, and John Shepard, 3rd, 
of the Yankee web. They will 
gather again today (Wednesday) 
with the other members of the full 
committee on copyright, namely, Ed 
Craig. of WSM, Nashville; Gregory 
|Gentling, of KROC, Rochester, 
Minn.; Clair McCullogh, of WGAL, 
Lancaster; Ted Streibert, WOR, 
Newark: Harold Wheelahan, WSMB, 
New Orleans; Ike Lounsberry, WGR, 
Buffalo. 


Cleared for Action 
Events of last week seemed to 
clear the decks for action. N.A.B.| 
now declares it is convinced that 
ASCAP means to keep on delaying 
until late in 1940 and that, in self- 
defense, radio must do what it can 


| to prepare to carry on alone, if need 
, be, rather than accept a last minute 
| ultimatum. 
| tion as ‘shadow-boxing with the un- 
| known 1940 demands of ASCAP.’ 


! 
It refers to the situa- | 


N.A.B. also. states ASCAP is 
‘deliberately pretending’ that the | 
broadcasters want the impractical | 
‘per piece’ system of checking, | 
whereas the N.A.B. has abandoned | 
that for ‘per program’ checking, | 
which is quite different and, the| 
trade association believes, a feasible | 
plan. | 

N.A.B. further underscores what 
it calls the ‘fairness and Proc 
mindedness’ of Neville Miller, who, | 
despite criticism by many of his own | 
N.A.B. members, has_ steadfastly | 
sought to negotiate on a friendly | 
basis with ASCAP. 

‘Montana Tactics’ 


N.A.B. spokesmen, unwilling to be | 
quoted directly, dissociate them-| 


. set 
selves from the ‘Montana tactics 


which have recently angered ASCAP | 


officials. The latter have included 
actions started before a mountain 


village justice of the peace, bench | 


warrants sent east for the arrest of 
ASCAP executives, and general 
nuisance, Regardless of the be- 
haviour of individual broadcasters, 
the N.A.B. asks if its self-defense 
moves are ‘any worse than ASCAP’s 
high-handed refusal to admit that 
the buyer has some interest in the 
terms of a sale.’ 

The Chicago convention to raise a 
war chest to fight ASCAP and 
create an independent supply of 


music is looking to $500,000 as ‘a} 


starting sum.’ The thought is that 
s and writers not affiliated 
with, or perhaps resentful against, 
ASCAP can be attracted. Asked if 
hey were aware of the practical 
difficulties of musie publishing and 
the high percentage of hazard in- 
volved, the N.A.B. response was 
‘we'll learn the business, we'll hire 
experienced men, We're tired of 
being at the mercy of Gene Buck, 
as we were in 1932 and in 1935.’ 

A re-distribution of the ASCAP 


publisher 


paper-owned stations assume a 
larger share, seems to be the gen-|! 
eral N.A.B. idea of something de- 
sirable. It is stated the campaign 
is not so much for ‘lesser payments’ 
aS protection against ‘higher fees’ 


Looks Like ASCAP vs. N.AB. Will 
Be Partly Fought in Press Releases 


A battle of publicity releases was 
| suggested last week as part of the 
| tactics between the radio industry, 
acting through the National Asso- 
ciation of Broadcasters, and the 
American Society of Composers, 
Authors and Publishers. It appears 
that the public is going to hear a 
great deal about the issue of pay- 
ment for performance rights. On 
the one hand it is apparent that the 
Strategists are seeking to picture 
; ASCAP as a ‘monopoly.’ Against 
this ASCAP is striking back in the 
|vein that broadcasters are 
beats. 


ing Sept. 15 to create a wa_ chest 


iby ASCAP. Gene Buck from San 
| Francisco struck back at N. A. B. in 


dead- 


Neville Miller volieyed when an- |! 
nouncing the special Chicago meet- | 


with allusions to ‘tribute’ exacted | 


a blast carried by the wire services. 
He said, in part: 

‘Since broadcasting was in- 
vented the broadcasters have in- 
dulged in the fantastic idea that 
the men and women who create 
the music of the nation and the 
world should furnish the prod- 
ucts of their brains to this vast 
and powerful industry gratis. 

‘It is a sad state of affairs 
when these gentlemen, who sell 
commercial time to the amount 
of $118,000,000 annually and will 
pay artists and performers and 

| interpreters of music as much as 
$15,000 for a single performance, 
cry and whimper because they 
have to pay the composers and 
authors of the nation about $3,- 
500,000 a year which makes their 
entire operation possible.’ 


N.A.B.; Lenox |Gene Buck and others to ‘show 
Lohr, of NBC; Edward Klauber, of; spirit of 





get 
a 
readiness to negotiate’ 
N.A.B. claims that at present ASCAP 
is ‘unwilling and reluctant to say 
anything de-inite’ as to what it will 
Or won't accept, does or does not 
want, 


Philadelphia, Aug. 8. 

WHAT, 100-watt part-timer here, 
is preparing to ask the FCC for an 
increase in power to 250 watts and a 
shift to the 1110 ke band of WPG, 
Atlantic City. Station was recently 
sold by the Public Ledger to Bonwit 
Teller Co. 

Sale of WPG to Arde Bulova for 


| consolidation in his New York group 


is now pending before the Commis- 
sion. WHAT now shares times with 
WCAM, WTEL and WTNJ. 


Hillbillies Move Again 
Knoxville, Aug. 8. 

Cliff Carlisle and his rambling 
cowboys, hillbilly group inclusive of 
ll-year old ‘Sonny Boy Tommy’ 
Carlisle, has joined WNOX, Knox- 
ville. Shannon Grayson is also with 
group. 

Troupe has appeared on WSM, 
WHAS, WSB and other mountain 
yodel stations. 
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Consistently fine radio entertainment, 
Sporteasts and Newscasts by Trans- 
radio have combined to piace CECF 
in front of ail Montreal 
Stations, 
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Joscelyn Discovers Radio Salesmen = Radio's No. ] Firecracker, WHOM’s i. 


Special events stunt that it’s | 


Often Lack Fundamental Clarity) $< <<:.%°%*%; | Broadcasts from N. Y. Fair's Midway 


+ woman now on view at the New ~ ——____ 


i = York World's Fair. Admitted] 
A. E. Joscelyn, assistant manager | ALL-NIGHT CORN ROAST a trick, station men have no iden A program that keeps its an- | some of the random interviewees to 
ot CBS’ spot division, Radio Sales, | as 


or anaes caieniies tp the toe how it’s to be aired, but are as- | mouncer and station constantly qui fate a into questions 
New York, calls 2€N- | Party at CKL ‘ le. sur cinetinnnt ; ge oe {put by McCoy. his is the explana- 
eva) ‘definition confusion’ prevailing | y W Transmitter ie Cele sured by the concession’s owner | vive is the man-on-the-midway re- P 


brate an Anniversar | she'll talk. tion given for a recent remark about 

among radio salesmen generally as| 00 , Will be part of the ‘Wel jmote by George B. McCoy, of! Chinese women. Did the announcer 

petween the various forms of an- | Neighbor’ a al ai ens WHOM, Jersey City. It’s broadcast | pause for breath in the wrong spot, 
. . . p Cc < - . . ‘ ~ . ' 

nouncements. As a result of check- Detroit, Aug. 8. | awe ghee ee “ag nightly from 11 to 12 p.m. from the |or didn’t he? Some say he did; 

| 








_——— 























jing up on this matter and getting all Big fete planned for second anni- | Wolfe, Jerry Danzig, normally pleasure zone of the New York ,WHOM says he didn’t. But the mid- 


sorts of answers, Joscelyn has) versary of Larry Gentile’s Dawn rials * : : World’s Fair with the various con- | Way crowd is in a mood that’s fast 
evolved what he considers clear-cut ; , on the program, is on vacation, : 











— : _Patrol program over CKLW here cessionnaires sharing the time costs, | 0 the pick-up. 
f mere as sage oi pied Geet, 9 will inbude on see econ | ‘ After several close calls on slander- Perhaps the most startling de- 
Station-Brea nnouncement—An | ie . ; ous and indecent material, which | velopment of all occurred y 
announcement given locally in the | roast at station’s transmitter in | Bottgner Now Bodka P u last week 


caused the station engineer to pull! when a member of the Fair staff 
| New Orleans, Aug. 8. os the — a | decided — the continuity handed b | 
| The aes ee eth See s is now equipped with a cut-off | him to read was superfluous, as the ; 


time ordinarily reserved for station | Windsor, Ont., with band leaders and | 
identification between two programs | members in Detroit area as guests. | 
and usually given after the station 











| ‘ : 4 _ 6! ‘+ button so that McCoy can censor!ran ahead of him h id i ‘ 

dentification—these would most gen- | Extension oF woes (12:30 om. to 4 /name_ is spieling on WNOE, It’s | drunks, wise guys, ‘aasieinnn. or fei ern nage as ae wietden 7 

erally come at the hour, half-hour | @-m.) time for ‘Dawn Patrol’ to make | Jack Bodka now, | dirty story tellers instantly. | staff member tore up the script be- 
and quarter-hour. The wordage is| it an all-night broadcasting, lasting | When he was regularly assigned| The program has been attracting | fore the mike. It was midnight; he | 
necessarily limited because of the | till morning shift comes on at 6 a.m. | to handle the night club remote from | attention because of the late hour | 


was tired, and in tearing the script 
. Reports | he did what thousands of announcers 
waxed by name band |monicker from Bottgner because of | that off-color gags have been told | have often wanted to do, but never 


hr 
leaders who've been appearing at|the varied pronunciations it pro-|ae denied. They apparently arose | did. Still it left George B. McCoy 
Chain-Break Announcement—Same | outdoor spots here all summer, i voked. 


limited time allowed for station! Broadcast of personal greeting | La Lune this week, he changed his | spirit of impromptu gaiety. 
identification by the networks, and | recordings. 


general practice. 


| because of the quick tendency of ! with a bit of dilemma to cover up. 























as a station-break announcement ex- 
cept that it is given between two 
network programs, either commer- 
cial or sustaining. | 
Cut-In Announcement — An an- 
nouncement given locally by a net- 
work advertiser during the time : 
which the advertiser has purchased 
on the network. This announcement be 
is usually given just before the sys- 9 “ 
iem cue at the end of the network 
program by a local station an- 
nouncer. ag 
Tie-In Announcement — An an- 
( nouncement given locally either im- | 
mediately before or following a|} 
network program and sponsored by 
the sponsor of the network prograin 
or one of his authorized distributors 
or dealers by special arrangement 
with that advertiser. It is given out- 
side of the network time. 


ol all 328,132* of them—not only listened to your program, but, as a result of 













seven quarter-hour announcements, went out and paid 19c for your product, 


ogpgne: a mere 





sent in a label together with 10c¢ in cash, we think most advertisers would : | 
SOHO O444446446444444444464 


STATION IDEAS 3 
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Safety Round-Robin 
Hobbs, N. M 

New Mexico’s eight radio stations 
i) a state-wide hookup will present | 
® special safety program, July 27. 
Time of broadcast will be from 8 to 
9 p.m. 

Each station will be allotted 7 
minutes, consisting of a 2-minute 
talk by a civic leader and a 5-minute 
program featuring the particular 
part of the state in which it is lo- 


ca*~4. 


ooo 


feel that an exceptional job of selling had been done. Yet, during the recent 


week, that is exactly what happened to an advertiser of WLW. 


On this particular program. 75,757 letters were received addressed to WLW. 


ooo 


Each reply contained actual proof of purchase and 10¢c in cash. | 





ae eee eee | These replies were directed to WLW, yet the program was broadcast on a 
| San Antonio. | ; | 
Southern Select Beer is sponsor- | 7 + * = ' : + a 
4 ing @ new series of programs heard | coast-to-coast NBC network, including fourteen 50,000 watt stations. The a 
once weekly for a half hour under | | 
litle ‘The Militar S ‘ts Re 2’ : e e e e ° . Py ' 
Sremreus la aimed at the lnree gar-| listening audience was simply asked to send their replies to the station to 
rison in and near this city, ‘(one 
camp, three air fields). se a ee ee 
Program is handled by Tee Casper, whic h they were liste rug. 


: : 
local sports announcer for KMAC 
Representatives of the various camps | 
annear ) 2 irs > y ) | in « P; , > 1 > = «€ . 4 “q . 
appear on the program telling what If you'd like to see an actual breakdown of the facts and figures on this specific 
’ ams ¢é ¥ in 1 Various : ° 
phases of competitive sports 





en ARETE 


offer, together with a map based on the statistical data, please 


Gag Discs for Conventions 


Detroit. 
Latest stunt of Joe Gentile and his 


gang at CKLW are recordinas of ) WRITE OR CALL 
‘around the world greetings’ to con- 
TRANSAMERICAN BROADCASTING 


a 


ventions held here. So far have 
waxed special platters for four big 
conclaves, entailing a new record 


CoD 





; 
stout every two weet. AND TELEVISION CORPORATION : 
dea is hat Gentile, plus oby 
David and Ralph Binge. after gettin ; , 
special information about comins , 


convention, impersonate Hitler, Mus- | 
solini, Roosevelt, Haile Selassie, et | 
al, on a 15-minute disc with ‘special | 
#reetings’ to particular convention 
ites 


or 


The Nations Station 


*Population figure from the lust census of the United States, 1950. 


‘ Besides getting paid for discs. boy: 
frequently are hired to make per- 
sonal appearances at social affair | 
marking each conclave. | 











1 = cme = 


See the Crosle y Building ai the New York W orld’ s hair 





Selection of Rochester in the above comparison is done purely on a basis of its population 





WALIONAL RE PRESEATATL_VES —————————— — 
EDWARD PETRY & CO. ——————— 


ON THE NBC RED NETWORK & 


identity, and no reflection is intended on the service rendered by Rochester Radio Stations. 
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8 St. Martin’s Piace, Trafalgar Square 
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Cable Addross: VARIETY LONDON 
Telephone Tomple Bar 6041-5042 

















SPECIAL $5 TAX ON HOME TELEVISION 
SETS 10 FINANCE ENGLISH PROGRAMS 


Sky-Pictures Can’t Indefinitely Appropriate Money 
Raised for Radio Schedule—Other Policies 


London, Aug. 8. | 
Owners of home television units. 
will have to pay a special license | 
fee for the privilege, if the Govern- | 
ment adopts recommendations of the | 
Television Advisory Committee set 
up by the Postmaster-General. Every 
user of a radio already pays 10 
shillings ($2.50) annually to the Gov- 
ernment for the privilege, out of 
which BBC is financed, but plan now | 
is to have a special fee of one pound 
($5) for vision sets, covering both 
picture and sound reception, mean- 
ing the viewer will fork out 10 
shillings extra. 
Thought behind it is that viewers 
should help pay for their own en- 


tertainment, cost of which currently | 


is borne by BBC out of income fram 
radio licenses. As there are 9,006,000 
radio licenses and not 20,000 maxi- 
mum customers for television at this 
time, former don’t see why large 
chunks of their money should go to 
the latter. Obviously though, the 
extra fee will only produce a nomi- 
nal amount of coin, and even if 
Government hands the whole of it 


back to BBC, which is unlikely any- | 


extra 
viewers, 


on 
only 


income, based 
would be 


way, the 
present 
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SENTATIVE ‘ 


| mate that, between Government en- 


| arm, 
, sales to 80,000 by end of the current 


| $200,000 cash for BBC to play with, Youthful Britisher wowed 
which however is still only a drop them in Washington (where 


iby BBC director-general Frank W. 


| afternoon for WCAU, have added a 
| new morning baseball show. 


' tabbed, 





BBC Spieler Clicks 





Washington, Aug. 8. 

Some fun for the British 
Broadcasting Corp. announcer 
who received carte blanche to 
an American studio while on 
holiday here last week. Henry 
P. Straker—whose usual trick is 
on the ‘Empire side’ of BBC, 
took over all jobs on WJSV for 
an entire day, winding up by 
achieving a life-long ambition 
by going on an American swing 
program with no holds barred. 


$50,000, and they won't get a lot of 
service for that money. 
Manufaciurers optimistically esti- 


couragement and the big radio ex- 
position at Olympia in August, tele- 
vision will get another shot in the 
which is hoped to boost set 

That 


year, would mean another 


fans thought he had joined the 
WJSV staff) by pronouncing 
‘Saks furs’ as ‘Sex furs’ and 
spieling off an advertiser’s name 
with the British ‘zed’, instead of 
a ‘z’, American listeners, as 
usual, fell for the Noel Coward 
accent and besieged station to 
know whether Straker would 
continue as the fair-haired boy, 


CBC Has Problem Finding 
Right Time for Farmers; 
Local Sponsers Conflict 


Winnipeg, Aug. 8. 


in the bucket. 
There Will Be 
Official support for expectations 
of a license increase were endorsed | 


| Ogilvie, when he slightly lifted the 
curtain in a public statement which 
| included the remark, ‘there might 
| have to be a new television license.’ 
| That is the reticent British way of 
saying there will be. 
Advisory Committee’s report, at 
{same time, is expected to recom- 
|mend the Government to put up the 
'dough for BBC to go ahead with 
‘vision transmitters at Birmingham 
/and Manchester, which would serv- 
|ice the midlands and a large indus- 
trial area in the northern part of 
England. All that is holding back 
| development on those lines is in- Orville Shugg, supervisor of agri- 
| decision as to whether these could) eyiture broadcasting for the Cana- 
| be aligned with the London station) dian Broadcasting Corp., is in town 
| by cable or by radio links; fact that | making final arrangements for the 
latter is probably cheaper may sway | new Farm Broadcasts on the CBC. 
| the verdict that way. Opening up in | This new of shows, due to | 
| the sticks would naturally tremen- | debut shortly. will be  carboned | 
| dously increase the market and bring | slightly after NBC’s Farm and Home | 
in more cash customers. Then, BBC! Hour. 
would begin to feel some real bene- | 
it from the proposed extra license 











series 





Biggest headache confronting offi- 
: cials at present is suitable time for 
fee, broadcasts. Idea is to hit air just as 
> Se ae farmers come in from fields for 
lunch. However, Procter & Gamble | 
and Lever Brothers have majority of 
noon-hour spots booked for various 
script shows. Only spot on network | 
available is 12:30 to 1:00, and this 
would be too early for Mountain | 
Time Zone, in addition to which Sta | 
tions in Central Zone usually have 
that time sold solid to local sponsors. 
They are now on at 8:45 Tuesdays Despite many headaches, officials 
and Thursdays with a _ program | hope to have show on the air within | 
‘Let’s Talk Baseball’—as if | week or so. Sheila Marryat, of CBC | 

they don’t. | Winnipeg office, will produce. 


More of the Same 
Philadelphia, Aug. 8 
Bill Dyer and Taylor Grant, who 
do the play-by-play and _ color 
respectively, of the ball games every 





























First-place winner 





NY) 
) 
p 


¥ D> 


RCA Magic Key. ,_ "> Monday, August 14, 8:30-9:20 P. M., WJZ-NBC Blue. Singing 
” 


on Lucky 2=> Strike Hit Parade, beginning Saturday, Aug. 19, 9-10 P. M. WABC- 


CBS. Victor Recording Artist—hear her Victor WF Record of “Stormy Weather’! 


NEW YORK + CHICAGO « DALLAS » HOLLYWOOD + LONDON 





in 27 popularity polls since January 1! Held over as head- 


f 


+A 


AVAILABLE FOR AN ADDITIONAL RADIO COMMERCIAL 


oli’ GENERAL AMUSEMENT CORPORATION 





FEEFEEEFEEFESEFFEEEEE+EE+ED 


London Calling 


s aaa abba baba ahaaas 


London, Aug. 1. 

Radiolympia, the annual radio 
show at Olympia, opens Aug. 23 
giving four performances daily, last- 
ing an hour, 
ances will be broadcast and 
vised. Among the performers will 
be Jessie Matthews, Sonnie Hale, 
Scott and Whaley, Ike Hatch, Nosmo 
King and Hubert, Adelaide Hall. 


John Watt, director of variety for | 


British Broadcasting Corp. to do the 
compering. 


~ 


Gene Autry grabbed up by BBC, 
act the day he) 


to do a television 
arrived here, and will also do a radio 
number for them, Aug. 19. 





Radio Normandy proposes to con- 
tinue its ‘Football Form Book,’ which 
was successful last year, It consists 
of experts’ predictions on the re- 


sults of the weekend football games | 


and enables those who participate in 
the football pools to send in their 
coupon backed by experienced judg- 
ment. Some idea of the interest 
which the natives take in these pools 
may be gleaned from the fact that 
Littlewoods, only one of the numer- 
ous concerns which deal in these 
competitions, has a weekly intake of 
$200,000, mostly at 50c gambles. 





BBC planning new series of 
phonograph concerts in a big way 
beginning at end of August; 


program will be dise best sellers, 


another recordings by Deanna Dur- | 


bin, and a third hits from Cochran 
shows, 





New use (for over here) has been 
discovered for radio. Factories in 
England are facing an acute short- 
age of skilled men, due to the gov- 
ernment rearmament activities. A 
Birmingham company 
quest to the International Broad- 
casting Co. to announce an offer of 
employment to 200 skilled me- 
chanics, and IBC immediately 
granted this courtesy via Radio Nor- 


| mandy, 


J. Walter Thompson has booked 
Billy Cotton and his band for Rinso 
Revue from Luxembourg and 
mandy starting Sept. 10. Also in the 


cast are Tommy Handley, Sam 
Browne, Bebe Daniels and Ben 
Lyon, 


Noel Gay to appear in televized 
show at opening day of Radiolympia, 
and will play his especially com- 
posed number, ‘Let’s All Go to the 
Radio Show.’ 

Billy Bissett is sailing for America, 
Aug. 4, with his wife, Alice Mann, 
who igs the vocalist in his band. 
Primarily a holiday trip, he is tak- 
ing the opportunity to listen to and 
study the American bands as he 
thinks it is essential for a. band 
leader to keep abreast of the times. 
Returning to London during the first 
week in September to resume his 
BBC broadcasts, also at Cafe de 
Paris, where his contract has been 
renewed for another year. 





Mexican Actor Arrested 


Mexico City, Aug. 8 
Raul Rodriguez Perez, local radio 
entertainer, is under arrest in con- 
nection with the automobile death of 





a woman. He was driving. 
Victim was Maria Heatley de Gari 
bay, a well-known pianist. 


The night perform- | 
tele- | 


one | 


made a re-| 


Nor- | 


MERCHANTS 
~ SEEK NY. TELE 
LICENSES 


Within a week of the action of ¢y 
department stores, Bloomingdale's 
in’ Manhattan and Abraham & 
, Strauss in Brooklyn, petitioning the 
| Federal Communications Commission 
| for a television station in the New 
York area the Macy-Bamberger 
mercantile camp filed for a like 
privilege, In the latter case the ap- 
| plication was made through the 
| Macy-owned WOR. Macy's seeks 

1.000 watts on 84-90 mezgacycles, 

Wants to mount the transmitter atop 
_ 1440 Broadway, New York, where 
| WOR is located, 

Ira Hirschmann, exec of Bloom. 
ingdale’s department store, New 
| York, sailed yesterday (8) for Lon- 

don to scrutinize English television 

and consult with Selfridge’s depa: 
ment store. This is part of a pre- 
, pared policy on set sales adopted 
| by Bloomingdale’s and Abraham 
| Straus of Brooklyn. 

Latter two stores have ideas of 
| owning a television station of thei 
| own for advertising purposes and 
that appears to be Macy’s idea. Ai: 
| least the stores are, taking out in- 
surance, 

(Meantime less than 800 television 
| Sets have thus far been sold in New 
| York). 


| 
po 
| 





> 


Me 





Connors and Paul, former vaude- 
, ites, now operating theatretle fo: 
|; commercial 2KY, Sydney. 
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Transcriptions 


Per. Mgr.—ANNA SOSENKO 
Ex. Rep—JACK BERTELL 


NAN WYNK 


“TIME TO SHINE” 


Tuesdays 10 P.M., EDST 
CBS Network 














Magt.: Columbia Artists, Inc. 














RADIO MATERIAL—If you have 
any original ideas, suggestions or 
other materials for use on radio | 
broadcasts — spot or longer — it 
will be to your advantage to! 
write—BOX 88, VARIETY, NEW 
YORK. 

















has become daytime radio's 
five-a-weeker. 


following. 





\Mgr. “The O’Neills” (Ivory) 
_ - - — 





is the best daytime radio buy today. 
opportunity of talking te you and telling you why. 


ED. WOLF, Wolf Associates, Radio City, N. Y. 





IMPORTANT! 
HER HONOR, NANCY JAMES 


is now available for new sponsorship. 


HER HONOR, NANCY JAMES 


with forty-three consecutive weeks on CBS for Kleenex 


fastest rising—most dynamic 


HER HONOR, NANCY JAMES 


is now a proven, tested program with a large and loyal! 


HER HONOR, NANCY JAMES 


I would like the 


“Hilltop House” (Palmolive) 












































August 9, 1939 


Wednesday, 
ee - —_—— = 








RADIO— 





Not Quite a Complete Secret 


Radio Stations Artfully Hint at True Identity of 


Name Bands on Library Platters 


Stations using dance bands tran-; under assumed names. Reason is | 
scriptions from the various re-/that if the band in question has a 
corded library services where the! nationwide commercial! it's possible 
name of the orchestra is prohibited | the outfit would be competing 


from use, are currently using a new | against itself in some locality. 


gag to tip off listeners on which Amusing angle on the assumed 
pand’s record is being used. Be-|name angle is that occasionally, in 


fore the spinning of each platter | popularity polls, 
announcer tells audience ‘this is 
such and such a number ying ee as 


voies 


are cast for 
the nom de ames. 




















Joe Doakes would play it’ break- 
i in after a solo to 1 ‘now WIBC Ele cls Offi 
ps that remind you of (some ects Icers 
featured bandmember ).’ 
Transcriptions in question are Indianapolis, Aug. 8. 
made by name bands and sent out At a meeting of the stockholders 
———— w= | Of WIBC of Indianapolis, H. G. Wall 
econ ;} was elected president of the cor- 
| poration. Wall is the principal 
stockholder and replaces Glenn 
| Van Auken as such. 
| Other officers include C. A. Me- 
Laughlin, general manager of the 
| station, who was elected vice-pres- 
| ident; Margaret B. Wall, treasurer, 


|and M. H. Geiger, secretary and as- 
| sistant treasurer. 

| Station personnel will remain the 
i 


same, according to McLaughlin. 
| WIBC began operations last Oc- 
|tober at 1050k with 1,000 watts 


| power. 


Dobbs “ heaiiaiilns Here 


Hollywood, Aug. 8. 
Sam Dobbs, head of the J. Walter 
Thompson agency in Australia, 
|docked yesterday (Mon.) on _ the 
| Mariposa from Sydney. 
He'll visit Hollywood before 
neying to the New York 























jour- 
offices, 


AKERS MANAGES KUMA 
Hollywood, Aug. 8. 


Gerald E. Akers 


has 


been ap- 
pointed general manager of KUMA 
;at Yuma, Ariz 
Formerly was in the Paramount 


|Pictures sales department on the 


Bot whet WC ‘station ales Mone VK SO 
of course! 


will do the best merchandising job? 






















That's 
conversation on 
uation. 


KSO is the NBC station in Des Moines 
that does the best merchandising job. 


the logical wind-up of many a 


the Des Moines silt- 


Your program on KSO is given the 
full force of the backing 
greatest newspapers—The Des Moines 
with which the 
And a trade ree- 


of lowa’s 


Register and Tribune, 
station is associated. 


% ognition based on consistent and ef- 
eh 2 “ 

fective dealer contact. 

And, of course you Billboards and outside ear cards pub- 


7 ‘ licize your program. 
can buy KSO in the , prog 


WNAX-lowa Network 


combination at an ex- 


Combine this soundly executed mer- 
chandising plan with the new KSO 
5000-1000 watts power and your re- 
sult ie most economical sales to over 
1.000.000 people in lowa’s largest 
single marketing area. 

When you're planning on lowa—it's 
KSO, of course. 


ceptionally low rate. 
DES MOINES “NBC Blue-MBS > 1430 K.C. 
5000 WATTS L.$. * (006 WATTS RIGRT 


KS © Represented by THE KATZ AGENCY 


PROGRAMMED for maximum AUDIENCE ia a maior MARKET at minimum BATE 
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Friend in Need 





Hollywood, Aug. 8 

KNX had reason to gloat re- 
cently. 

L. A. Times stopped making 
faces at radio long enough t 
sign 26-week contract for spiels 
to hop up the sheet's ci 
tion. 


rcula- 
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LOG OF DISCS 


NOT LIKED BY 
INDUSTRY 


Washington, Aug. 8. 
Fear of more copyright trouble is 
the underlying motive of the NAB 
in asking that the FCC reconsider its 
rule requiring specific log entries for 
every recorded tune played by U. S. 
stations. Either modifications of the 
regulation, which went into effect 
Tuesday (1), or of the recent inter- 
pretation was requested by Andrew 

W. Benneit, trade body attorney. 
Without openly’ voicing 
Bennett reflected the industry-wide 
suspicion the rule was linked with 
the recent RCA-WNEW court de- 
cision. Particularly apprehensive be- 


alarm, | 


Lee Has 
On Way: 


Hollywood, Aug. 8. 


Don 


W6XAO, 
tal television station 
what can be done this fall with foot- 
ball. Games of some minor teams, 
not presently identified, will be tele- 
cast. Efforts to get okay from the! 
Pacific conference to try telecasting 


here, wilil 


| big events got the brush from the | 
| officials as not important enough at 


| present to bother 
| television 
| those 
dos that nobody, 
/an employe, 


, one 


cause of the whispering that RCA is | 


about to ‘offer’ stations a contract 
calling for five-cents-a-platter royal- 
ties. 

The reconsideration request was 
transmitted informally in a letter re- 
calling the recent interpretation of 
the rule. Because of 


the Commis- | 


sion’s huffiness when the NAB asked | 


change in the international rule, 
Bennett’s leiter was not generally 
publicized, 

With expression of regret at hav- 
ing to call the matter to the FCC's 


attention, Bennett said 


is pleased at the inte 


the industry 


ga-ding tailor-made programs. But 
the discrimination, plus the in- 
creased book-keeping, necessitates ¢ 
request for more thought. 

The Commish ruled, in a letter t 
Bennett, that the regulation means 
stations must list the title—either 
directly or by use of serial numbers 


-of every 
studio-built 


disc turn-tabled on a 
program. No 
made as to th2 purpose of 

although off-the-record 
reason (which caused many 
chuckles) is a desire to 


explana- 
t10n was 
the rule, 
industry 
prevent vio- 
Section 326 of the Com- 
Law. the 


lation of 
munications anti-obscenity 
provision 


ccntenenedl the NAB was unable t 


perceive any logical purpose in the 
log requirement, Bennett demon- 
strated how the rule would loa 
down small stations. Two random 
examples were cited, one of an 
Eastern station which used recore 
ngs seven hours 20 minutes out of 
13 hour schedule and a Mid-West 
plant where music was used 11% 
hours out of a 13!2 hour day 
Around 300 individual entries. each 
of which will take several seconds 
are necessary under these circum- 
stances, Bennett noted. It required 
12 log notes for 15-minute programs 
considering the average length of 
p neakes, he added. 
Subpoena the Logs 
D erous phase ¢ he rule Y 
Be € € ! ( Lneé like 
oot copy ntec ( Lne 
K€ cK ( SI o€ a ine le 
Br ‘ eneral are pe 
piexe € € n y title 
( d be listec he case < e 
cor ¢ igs 4 en numoers rendered by 
ve ?t € é of Y 1 
ce o tne v-enforce N ey! 
Ke men I € Oy! 
cree \ vy the Cc ‘ 
terested in such details 
The explanation that Section 32€ 
can be enforced better when discs 
are listed seemed preposterous Ut 
most industry people. Danger of in- 
decency much greater, ob- 
served, when live-talent prog! 
are picked up via remote controls 
There no ad-libbing ger her 
recort g ji 1ISset waicne re- 
ed, ar the opp¢ of note 
g violk cs not ( €ad- 
¢ the book. Ears-dropy é 
\ al way of fine lice ef ( 
play fast and loose t he legis- 
lative sinensis ; 
Arthur Radkey, of the WLW edu 
cational department, has been ap- 
( € t of 1 ( ° 
< IeW € : € 
I ty of (¢ 
c t 


rpretation re- | 


with. Los Angeles ! 
largely been one of 
publicity whoop-de- 
not an engineer or | 
seems to know much 
Television is certainly not 
of the major enthusiasms of a 
curious public out here. Although 
experimenting with television since 
1931 this is the first time the Don 
Lee bunch has gone outdoors. After 
the same eight years the most bullish 
estimates do not claim 600 re- 
ceiving sets in the area. 

W6XAO has contracted for port- 
able unit te be delivered by Sept. 1 
which will permit it to try the out- 
door experiment. Set is now under 
construction by RCA, Camden 

Mobile unit, to be packed in five 
cases weighing 50 pounds each, will | 
have sending range of approximate- 
lv 12 miles, ample distance to cover 
any games placed in Los Angeles or 
vicinity. Telecasting from the grid- | 
iron will be picked up by station’s 
transmitter at Seventh and Bixel'! 


has 
‘on paper’ 


about. 


over 


| streets 
the Don Lee experimen- | 
see | 


| the 
, to break up the 
| projected are bold, 


Se 


Portable Telecast Unit 
Will Try Football Games 


and sent out to listeners’ 


homes. 
W6XAO has received go-ahead 
signal from the FCC on erection of 
its new studio on Mount Lee in Hol- 
lywoodland. There is talk of spend- 
ing ‘close to $1,000,000" on teievision. 


Some _ live-talent telecasts are 
promised in two weeks. Programs 
will go out five nights weekly for 


one hour, Mondays through Fridays. 
with a Wednesday a.m. show 


COLOR TELEVISION SHOWN 


It's Poor But attention Possibilities 
of Future 


London, Aug. 8 
Baird Television has demonstrated 
vision in color by means of a cathode 


ray tube. Same company did a 
stunt several years ago on same 
lines, but then used a mechanical 
system, since discarded. 


As shown by John Logie Baird, 
father of the process, system has 
no immediate commercial possibili- 
ties, due to comparatively poor light 
values obtainable. This is because 
tube contains necessary filters 
various tints. Hues 
inclined to hard- 
ness, but sufficiently effective to 
suggest telecasting in color is defi- 
nitely possible. 
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On the 


Up beat 





Artie Shaw’s opening date for his} in for four weeks. 


Barnet goes to 


second Strand theatre, N. Y., stand Coast. | 


is Sept. 22. 





Two weeks. | 


Jimmie 
The Hague Sept. 12 to be picked up 
by BBC and spread over England. | 
Possibility it may be DX to U. S. | 





Eli Oberstein’s United States 
Record Corporation started pressing 
last Friday (4) and will have its first 
batch of records ready for shipment 
Aug. (15). 








Buddy Rogers bought an airplane | 
to transport him on his current one- | 
nighter tour. | 





Al Kavelin and his ‘Cascading | 
Chords’ current at Brighton Beach, | 
N. Y., with Patricia Morgan vocal- | 


ing. 
' 





Joe Reichman orchestra draws a 
holdover ticket from the Palmer | 
House, Chica*to, and will continue in 
the Empire Room there for at least 
an additional four weeks, 





Jee Lippman, oianist - arranger, 
joins Jimmy Dorsey in Boston, Fri- 
day (11). 





Les Parker’s band moved into Cafe 
Lamaze, Los Angeles; indefinite. 





Willie Farmer orchestra held over 
for six additional weeks at Park 
entral Hotel, N. Y. 





Bob Zurke orchestra goes on its 
first location date of five weeks at 
the Chase Hotel, St. Louis, opening 
Aug. 25. New band had been play- 
ing one-nighters only for shake- 
downs. 





Woody Herman orchestra’ has 
added Toby Tyler from the Red 
Norvo band as first trombonist. Her- 
man has formed a small hot unit 
from within his band labelled the 
*Woodchoppers.’ Similar to Bob 
Crosby's ‘Bobcats.’ 





Mal Hallet replaces Charles Bar- 
net orchestra at the Meadowbrook 


Lunceford concert from Cafe Society, N. Y., 


| into Playland, Rye, N. Y., last night 





Woogie pianists, now at | 
shift to the | 
Sherman Hotel, Chicago, Sept. 2. 


Boogie 


| 





Tommy Reynolds orchestra went | 


(Tuesday) for the remainder of the 
summer. 





Bill McCune orchestra, which had 
gone into the Essex House, N. Y., for 
one week, held over indefinitely. | 








Joe Marsala’s new full size band | 
retained another two weeks at | 
Reade’s Casino, Asbury Park, N. ad 





Ray McKinley and Wilbur Schwic- 
tenberg’s new band for William | 
Morris will go under name of Will | 
Bradley, with Schwictenberg, a | 
trombonist, batonning, and McKin- | 
ley on drums. Work of building | 
starts soon, 





| 


Jess Stacey, former Benny Good- 
man pianist, reported currently put- 
ting together an eight or nine piece 
combo in Chicago. Will be en- 
larged to full size band later in year. 





Paul Whiteman was named de- 
fendant in a $250 suit last week | 
while playing at Eastwood Gardens, 
Detroit. Myron Falk, the complain- 
ant, charges he is entitled to that | 
sum for allegedly arranging White- 
man’s engagement at Eastwood. 





Jolly Coburn’s orchestra now at 
Riley's Lake House, Saratoga 
Springs. Succeeded Al Jahn’s band. 
Lita and Jerry Marsh, singers, added 
to floor show. 





Don Ramon at Nite Spot, Dallas. 





Art Hilton at Club Lido, Dallas. 


Bernie Cummins bowed in at 
Baker Hotel's Mural Room, Dallas, 
Vionday (7). 











Nick Vouzen’s rhumba orchestra | 





Cedar Grove,'N. J., Aug. 13. Hallet’s 


followed Vincent Braggale’s Conti- | 














This week | saw the firs 


Because of the 
Harburg and Harold Arlen, 


1 strongly recommend to r 
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tain to be 





—_—— SPECIAL ANNOUNCEMENT 


t trade showing of THE WIZARD OF OL. 
beautiful presentation of the 

in this unique M- 
adio 
in its entirety. 


as impressive on radio as 








songs by E. Y. 


G-M spectacle, 
pro- 





directors and executives 





Such presentation is cer 
it is thrilling on celluloid. 
HARRY LINK ————"E 





THE GREAT 




















i 
EST SCORE OF THE SEASON® 


OVER THE RAINBOW 
THE MERRY OLD LAND OF 02 
DING-DONG! THE WITCH iS DEAD 


WERE OFF TO SEE THE WIZARD 


* 


* 


* 














Dollar Pier, Atlantic City. 





nentals as second band at Piping 
Rock, Saratoga Springs. Ted Strae- 
ter’s continues as the straight dance 
unit, 

Ben Eaton’s Rhythm in Swingtime 
at Buckwood Inn, Shawnee-on-Dela- 


| ware, Pa. 





Bob McClister’s London Criterions 
set until Labor Day at Saylor’s Lake 
Pavilion, Saylorsburg, Pa. 


» ae A nn i tn A tn tn tn ttn tp ttn tn int 
+ 


3 Band Bookings 


san tn tn tn tnt tn tt i ttn tt int td 


Russ Morgan, Aug. 21, Claridge 


Hotel, Memphis. 

Bill Marshall, Aug. 27, nine days, 
Surf Beach Club, Va. Beach, Va. 

Al Donahue, Aug. 27-Sept. 4, Man- 
hattan Beach, Brooklyn, N. Y. 

Ramona, Aug. 20, Brighton Beach, 
np . 

Bill Bardo, Aug. 27, two weeks 
Rice Hotel, Dallas. 

Henry Busse, Aug. 7-20, Claridge 
Hotel, Memphis; Aug. 25, week, 
Cedar Point, Ohio. 

Phil Harris, Aug. 17-23, Adolphus 
Hotel, Dallas. 

Johnny Messner, Aug. 20, week, 
afternoons, Manhattan Beach, N. Y. 

Barry Wood, Aug. 10, Shelbourne 
Inn, Shelbourne, N. H.; 11, Old 
Orchard Beach, Me.; 12, Starlight B., 
Lynnfield, Mass.; 13, Roton Point 
Park, South Norwalk, Conn.; Aug. 
14, week, Pier, Old Orchard, Me. 


Adrian Rollini Aug. 25, Earle thea- 
tre, Washington. 

Isham Jones, Aug. 13, Paramount 
theatre, Anderson, Ind.; Sept. 2, 
Evansville, Ind.; Sept. 3, Claridge 
Hotel, Memphis. 

Ella Fitzgerald, Aug. 28-29, Revere 
Plaza B., Revere, Mass.; Aug. 31, 
Waltz Dream B., Atlantic City; Sept. 
2, Pier B., Celeron, N. Y.; Sept. 6, 
Lexington, Ky.; Sept. 4, Pittsburgh. 

Buddy Fisher, Aug. 15-Sept. 7, Old 
Vienna, Cincinnati. 

Joseph Sudy, Aug. 10, Sir Francis 
Drake Hotel, San Francisco; Oct. 3, 
indef., Belmont-Plaza Hotel, New 
York. 

Ramona, Aug. 
Jamestown, N. Y. 

Seger Ellis, Aug. 14, one night, 
New Yorker Hotel, N. Y. 

Joe Venuti, Aug. 13-17, 


12, Celeron Park, 


Million 


™a Ray Hutton, Aug. 12, four 
weeks, Suijen Cafe, Galveston. 

Sammy Kaye, Aug. 12, 
Bend; 13, 
Salle, Ill.; 15, Quincy, IL; 
Joseph, Mo.; 17, Des Moines. 

Carl Moore, Sept. 8-Oct. 5, Old 
Vienna, Cincinnati. 

Bill Bardo, Oct. 14, four weeks, 
Edgewater Beach Hotel, Chicago. 


16, St. 


DISCIPLINE RESTORED 


Barney Rapp Harmonizes With Some 
Replacements 


Cincinnati, Aug. 8. 
Restoration of peace 
New Englanders, plus several re- 
placements, will enable Barney Rapp 
to continue with his recently reor- 
ganized combo, scheduled to resume 
Aug. 14 at Rapp’s local nitery after 
a fortnight’s layoff. Two of the mu- 
sicians who engaged in a fist fight 
became palsy-walsy last week and 
are to carry on. 
George King’s orchestra, which 
had been idle, is filling in at Rapp’s 
suburban spot and, through airings 


on WLW, has offers from several 
midwestern cities. 
Rapp’s wife, Ruby Wright, who 


vocaled with the New Englanders up 
to a year ago, renewed singing Mon- 
day (7) in the floor show at Rapp’s 
place preparatory to rejoining his 
band for regular chores 

By Oct. 1 Rapp intends to divide 
time between road engagements and 
his dinedansant. 


Music Notes 





| 

| 

| Lud Gluskin is scoring ‘Every- 
thing’s On Ice’ for Sol Lesser. Pic- 

| ture stars Irene Dare, moppet. 





| Ben Oakland and Sam Lerner are | 


cleffing four songs to be used in 
, ‘Listen Kids,’ at Universal. 





| Walter Samuels and Johnny Mar- 


|vin are doing a song, ‘Headin’ for 
| Texas,’ for a Gene Autry picture at 


Republic, 





| 
Andrea Setaro is scoring 
, vision Spy’ at Paramount. 





| 
} 
| 
| 


yf the Earth’ at Metro. 


South | 
Waukegan, IIl.: 14, La/| 


among his 


‘Tele- 


Eddie Ward and Dave Snell are 
| doing the scoring on ‘From the Ends 


Network Plugs, § AM. to 1AM. 


Following is a@ totalization of the combined plugs of current tunes on 
NBC (WEAF and WJZ), and CBS (WABC) computed for the week from 
Monday through Sunday (July 31-Aug. 6). Total represents accumulated 
performances on the two major networks from 8 a.m. to 1 a.m. Symbol * 
denotes film song, ¢ legit, all others are pop. 














| TITLE PUBLISHER TOTAL 
NT I ee era eu yas bbe ta tiaaae ocat ooe go re 42 
ES Se ccucacned bss o0.0006000400 450406000 ED bie ig : 41 
Ser Wa OO SW TOU i vc ccc c scceceieevtecwcesoas Robbins ............- 38 
rrr rrr Prreer rrr. Feist ... : 28 
I Poured Heart Into Song...*Second Fiddle..... BR ° 36 
| Comes Love... ?Vokel Boy.......0.cccccscccs oc ee ou. .es...., ° 34 
Go Fly a Kite...*Star Maker. .........ccccocccs Famous ............. 33 
Ce ROU CPOEY TOO, 6 os éincccccicenvsccsscoovas Witmark .........._- 3 
Po Se err ree: ie te : : 
muUMmrisgn GBOTenAGe., ...cissccccoccccoccccce Do ee = 
LOE ROL POOUD 5 655 c¥00s be 6 nseaceseccacocenn Shapiro : 2 
'In the Middle of a CIEE: =— ie. = 
Over the Rainbow...*Wizard of Oz............. Senge ; 
NY GE WING oh. 0.0 6.6.06 5040700 06e0keedekccad Shapiro ns edeuveuaies : H 
| To You.. Phir ehe OF REEDS TONNES CRED ORR S AEDS RES COE Paramount ........ ; / 26 
pee eae ee neers Miller . 5 
| Man with the Mandolin........................2 iia Ral ete a 
My Heart Has Ns oC. ot. etacaies o4 
| Wishing...*Love Affair....................... rawford ............ 33 
SS SD TON GE, kn cc siccccccecccusesccce "Chappell cai ipaadamen ; 
| All I Remember Is You. ETON: Mle ee athe = 
An Apple for the Teacher...*Star Maker........ rel neal 21 
| South American Way...*Streets of Paris........ et eal ail ; °1 
Back to Back...*Second Fiddle............... 7! aceite lela 2 
| Cinderella Stay in My Arms................... .Shapiro acide hi ae opp ; 
b  - & Ripenintres dicen pabitaag Leeds ............... os 
tt eee. Marks aD te vee . 
| I'm Sorry for Myself...*Second Fiddle.......... ae tea al : 7 
| Yy b Rd gn $s = ere eee hes 16 
| Lady's in Love with You...*Some Like It Hot...Paramount...... ; 
A Man and His Dream...*Star Maker........ , ‘ ee A al te 15 
| PAOD TIO. oo oc cnccccccanicsenccscance Rs co tess 1 
| Let’s Make Memories Tonight...*#Yokel Boy..... Chappell what cal cicash aai: 7 
Strange Enchantment...*Man About Town...... BEE oe ccy icesscion ; 13 
When Winter Comesr..,.*Second Fiddle.......... i ean 15 
You Taught Me to Love Again.................. Spier PRR Ma Re eld 15 
ee a aetna tte tai . 
OE E Wad My War....ccccccsccssccccscccccce, SE 640545440.cce  ? 
Merry Old Land of Oz..*Wizard of Oz.......... SU cee : 14 
BROOMUIINNS GOPORADE. 6 occic cic vccc ve cvecescecenc Robbins ............. 14 
| en Teeeuee OY Bind... ici os cceseccrsccckhr........° 14 
1 3 5 o¢ - =e aaa: Witmark ....... eos 
In an Eighteenth Century Drawing Room....... Circle PRCT ies 13 
ee kok ceed beeskss Cas db eeaeanel Words ............... 13 
BE FONTS OE SOB. os cesiccsssassscccincesees ee 
If L TOME CBRB. . gnc cciancss dee leap eeevceavesvest Chappell ......05.. te 12 
I'll Remember...*She Married a Cop........... Miller 12 
I te ce laa eee Shapiro Ania athe: 12 
| meteee: SO UID go oki o.b whch kok oo fabadbanebe Harms aE oe Geen il 
| ON PT TO BME sive 60k 5:86 ws cee due OWikeeakcas Witmark . ae 11 
EU EOE OE EN ovo sav'e- 5) x 04 hob.ord. ag mms be ce ek we Chappell Oa 11 
| Rendezvous Time in Paree...+Streets of Paris. .Harms PN MA nici 11 
We Can Live on Love. ..7Streets of Paris........ Naa Selene eta 11 
| And the Angels Sing............ceesc0e...00e. phere ner mean ton 10 
UU ATI al gece sige vgs and Sie sar oe ices bc Sova eae A eee Hob the 10 
Ding Dong Witch Is Dead...*Wizard of Oz...... Feist ....... bet SC 10 
| Sam the Vegetable Man..........cccccecccccccce Gem rts 10 
Still the Bluebird Sings...*Star Maker.......... Famous ....... f 10 
| OU APO BEF TOPCO ooo vo viny0:kc aco eurnew.vnweewecaan oe. Cae 





Inside Stuff—Music 


Beer Barrel Polka’ (Shapiro-Bernstein) gives indication of establishing 
an eight-year high for the sale of a freak tune. The sheet sales of the 
number have already gone past 275,000 and the pace it is now experiencing 
~ st31¢ TT} . > le M 4 
should easily take it up to the 350,000 mark. As the composition’s sales 

now stand they are in excess of the totals reached by such other freaks 

of recent years as ‘Music Goes 'Round’ and ‘Bei Mir Bist Du Schoen.’ The 
record sales on ‘Beer Barrel’ have to date figured over 750,000. The Andrews 
Sisters’ version for Decca has already hit 200,009, while Victor’s pressing 
of the Czechslovakian arrangement has sold 250,000 copies. Latter is a 
75c. platter. Word ‘Beer’ is deleted by NBC in announcing the number on 
the air, conforming with its past policy on other such numbers. Vocals, 
| however, are okay. 





| Jack Robbins and Robbins Music Corp. are targets of an official Nazi 


blast in the German trade press because of the publisher’s attitude in 
refusing to dicker with UFA for the rights to a filmusical excerpt by 
Bronislaw Kaper and Walter Jurmann now in Hollywood and writing 
for Metro for some time. Robbins-Metro wanted to clear the rights to 
a certain piece by Kaper-Jurmann and discovered UFA films owned the 
basic copyright. Robbins wrote back he wouldn’t even negotiate with the 
Nazi-controlled company, whereupon an official memo went out that Rob- 
bins is alleged ‘Rabinowitz’, a native of Warsaw (he was born in Worcester, 
stl an that all ‘Robbins’ musical imprints are not to be publicly per- 
ormed. 


} a 
} 


Publication and other rights to “Yip-I-Addy-I-Ay’ have again been ace 
quired by Shapiro, Bernstein & Co. The copyright renewal to the 1909 
hit became available in 1936 but the late Kate A. Cobb, mother of the 
tune’s co-writer, the late Will D Cobb, elected to retain the rights for 
herself 
_Shapiro-Bernstein, which handled the song throughout its original copy- 
right term, obtained the latest assignment from Mrs. Cobb's estate. Dure 
ing the three-year interim the tune was off the market. John H. Flynn 
was the other writer. . 


Another instance of an old tune gathering momentum for a revival run 
without its publisher being aware until orders start to come in is ‘You 
Tell Me Your Dream and I'll Tell You Mine.’ Sleeper is published by 
Robbins Music and is from the old Villa Moret catalog which Robbins 
bought about a year ago. ; 

Mills Bros. recorded the number for Decca recently and has distributed 
the platters only in the midwest where about 80,000 have been sold. Villa 
Moret list also included ‘Chloe’ and ‘Springtime in the Rockies.’ 








Since the shooting stopped in Spain, the songwriters in that country 
have again started writing the nation’s tunes, according to Benito Collada, 
host at El Chico, Spanish nitery in Greenwich Village, N. Y. Last week 
Collada received a package of published songs, many of them by a w.k. 
Spanish tunesmith, Pedro Requivila, now living in Santander, Spain. 
Among them was one titled ‘El Chico,’ a waltz dedicated to Collada, who 
represents him in this country, 


: Jack Kapp, head of the Decca Record Co., denied Monday (7) the report 

in the music trade that his firm was about to enter the publishing field. 

Kapp declared that there was absolutely no foundation for this report, 

adding that even though Decca was responsible for the introduction of 

much material that developed into sheet hits it intended to confine itself 
' to its present field, the recording business. 
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(Week endng Aug. 5, 1939) 
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Music Sellers 





Sunrise Serenade toe eeeeseeesersesssrecesesssesseses JEWEL 
Beer Barrel Polka Coe eeooecvorcoocccccecesocccooceoe  NADITO 
Moon Love cpa ebb one bbeb0000066000000000000004 60608 ROU 


White Sails ......-- 


*ewishing (Love Affair’) cecocseceeeeereeeccceesvescess Crawford 
bbsteeawnns so ceceeeseODOIns 
*] Poured My Heart Into a Song (‘Second Fiddle’)....,. Berlin 
Cinderella Stay in My Arms weseceeseeeeeessseeeeees Shapiro 
+Comes Love (‘Yokel Boy’) .ccccccccccsccecceccescoes nappell 
If I Didn’t Care seeeeerereesereeeecereoeeeeeeesceses Chappell 
60000 eeees seoebeccesecess MODRING 
(2xeeedeuseeennesnsa ee 


Stairway to the Stars ....+++++-- 


Lamp Is LOW eeeseeseeeree: 


Blue Evening seen eee eeeees tees 
*Over the Rainbow (‘Wizard of Oz 


All I Remember Is YOUsseersereececeseceeeeeveeeeces Remick 
Especially for WOM, (ci cxceewns eo 040onessee0eseeenssses enue 


*Filmusical. {Production. 


évennbobendeb6bssebeeesnseeensscr ae 
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Alibis Seldom Make Sense 


Business Bad Last Year 


Rain This Year—One-Nighters Still Complain 


+ 





One-nighter season, now past the | 
halfway mark and with only one 
more holiday weekend ahead, has 
peen pretty bad this year in the 
east and parts of the midwest. Op- | 
erators can give no particular rea- 
son for the dearth of attendance 
other than people just don’t respond. 
Some blame it on general busi- | 
ness conditions. None, however, 
can attribute it to rainy weather | 
which undermined last year’s take. 
This summer has been arid enough, 

Bookers say that no more than 
10 of the biggest names which have | 
hit the one-night trail this year | 
have made substantial money for 
operators. It’s difficult to keep out 
of the red if a name doesn't do 
extra big biz because of the stiff 
price that’s paid for it, 

In New England, cream territory 
of one-nighters, business in Charles 
Shribman spots has been reported 
as poor. Pennsylvania, Maryland, 
etc. generally poor with some 
stands operating only when €xcep- 
tionally strong attractions can be 
booked. Pottstown, Pa., ballroom, 
one of the largest in the east, 
seemingly the only one doing con- 
sistently well. Farther south the 
intense heat has confined one-night 
dates to lake and beach stands where 
formerly armories and auditoriums 
were capable of packing ’em in. 

Story told by a bandleader who 
returned from a calm one-night cir- 
cuit six weeks or so ago is para- 
doxical in view of the early yelps 
of business in New York when the 
expected influx of World's Fair 
visitors didn’t materialize. Claims 
to have overheard two patrons of a 
ballroom figuring out how much 
they could save in order to come to 
the Fair. In other words biz in New 
York was bad because visitors didn't 
come, and on the road it was bad 
because they were 
dough to come. 


s 


Saving tneii 


Gluskin's New 


Coin-Machine 
Distrib Setup 


Frank Walker 
recording 


RCA-Victor v.p. 01 
operations, is currentl: 
negotiating with a new ly formed 
Yew York company, Music Service 
Corp., headed by John Gluskin, band 
Manager and lawyer, for distribution 
service of Victor and Bluebird rec- 
ords to coin-machine operators. Set- 
up is expected to be finally okayed 
this week. 

While there are no details of how 
the arrangement will work, and 
what effect it will have on present 
distribution franchises, Gluskin 
Claims he will be able to offer special 
service te coin-machine ops exclu- 
Sively (including promotional, etc.) 
on a new basis than now in effect. 





Bob Chester orchestra gets two re- 
turn shots at the Hotel New Yorker, 
N. Y., Aug. 21 and 28 as Monday re- 
Placement for Shep Fields. Had al- 
ready played two. 

ey, Sept. 4, and tomorrow night 
&nd Friday (10-11) at Steel Pier, At- 
lantic City, 





Louis Prima band comes into the 
Hickory House, N. Y. Augst 16, 


Band does Magic ! 


Because of Rain— Little 





CLAUDE THORNHILL EAST 


Will Start To Form Own Orchestra 
in About Three Weeks 





Arranger Claude Thornhill, who 
returned east last week after sev- 
eral years on the Coast, will soon 
begin putting together a band of 
his own. It'll be managed by Alec 
Holden, director of Hal Kemp and 
Skinny Ennis. Thornhill did ar- 
rangements for Ennis while he was 
on the Coast, 

Currently working on arrange- 





ments for his own use, Thornhill 
will begin seeking men for his new 
band in about three weeks. It'll be 
a swing outfit. He's generally cred- 
ited with contributing to the success 
of Maxine Sullivan, colored swing 
singer, 


More Precise 


VARIETY Al 





Coleman Hawkins Back 


Coleman Hawkins, sax player 
who’s been in Europe playing as 
guest star soloist with various bands 
for several years, returned to New 
York last week. 


Wm. Morris agency may build a 
band around him, 


ARREST ASCAP 
EXECS, MONTANA 
ORDERS 


Missoula, Mont., Aug. 8, 








A. J. Mosby, “wner of KGVO, has | 


had ‘arrest warrants’ made out for 
11 officiais of ASCAP, NBC and CBS 


charging them with extortion for at- 
tempting to have his license can- 
celled for nonpayment of ASCAP 
fees, The warrants were sent to the 
New York county sheriff by Mis- 
soula County Sheriff Jack Shoblom., 


The N. Y. sheriff turned the job 
ever to Louis Costuma, chief in- 
spector of the N. Y. C. pelice. Cos- 
tuma wrote Shoblom for accurate 
descriptions of the men named and 
‘exemplified copies of the indict- 
ments or complaints.’ 





Band Vocalists Shifting; 
Carolyn Horton Takes 


Spot With Duchin 


Many band 


vocalists are cur- 
rently shifting around for’ vari- 
Ous reasons. Carolyn Horton re- 
places Durelle Alexander with the 


Eddy Duchin band when the latter 
opens at the San Francisco Fair 
Aug. 16. Miss Alexander drops out 
to get married. Paula Kelly is retir- 


? 


| ing from the Al Donahue band, now 


Data Asked 
Of Crawford 


~——-——~» 


with Jimmy Dorsey. 


Initial counter move on the part of 
the American Record Corp. in the 
$150,000 conspiracy and fraud suit 
brought by the Crawford Music Co. 
has been to file an application with 
the N. Y. supreme court for a more 
‘definite and accurate’ complaint in 
every cause of action. There are 65 
causes of action. Wattenberg & 
Wattenberg, 
propose to fight the request on the 


counsel for Crawford, 


eround that it has been advanced 


merely to obstruct the cause of Jus- 
tice 

The suit was brought after Harry 
Fox, as agent and trustee, had insti- 
tuted an audit of the American Rec- 
ord Cor along with those 
of the Brunswick Record Corp. and 
the Columbia Phonograph Co., and 


? } 
». S DOOKS, 


t 
t 
> 
) 


allegedly found that royalty state- 
ments were improperly reported 
over a period of almost five years 


The litigation seeks to recover such 
delinquent payments. 
Warner Bros. music group last 


week consented to a second exten- 
on for RCA Victor to answer the 
complaint which the former had filed 
1 the N. Y. federal court two 


ago in connection with a test 


a 


llect a special royalty fee 


drive to ¢ 

on phonograph records used in coin 
operated machines. In this case 
Victor made a special arrangement 
of the tune Rendezvous in Paris,’ 


even though it had been warned 
against doing so and the publisher 
had taken the precaution of itself 
recording a stock piano version of 
the number. 


SMYTHE AND COURTNEY 
JOIN MORRIS IN CHI 


Wm. Morris agency has added Tom 
Smvthe and Cress Courtney to its 
Chicago band department. Smythe 
| will handle hotel and other location 
work and Courtney will oversee 
one-nighters. 
| Courtney was formerly with Con- 
| solidated Radio Artists in Dallas, as- 
suming personal managership of Reg- 
gie Childs orchestra when that of- 
fice was closed. Smythe is a new- 
;comer to the band biz. 


lat the Rainbow 


| for a replacement, 


Room, 
currently 


N. Y., and 
auditioning 
Phil Brito leaves 
Jan Savitt to join Donahue as male 
vocalist. Terry Allen jumps from 
Red Norvo to Larry Clinton, 


Donahue is 


Alice MacConnell recently hooked 
up with Dick Stabile’s orchestra. 
She’s the sister of Helen McConnell 
Latter’s male 
vocalist, Bob Eberle, is brother of 
Ray Eberle with Glenn Miller. 
Miller's girl vocalist, Marion Hut- 
ton, is sister of Betty Hutton, singer 
with Vincent Lopez. 


Freeman-Russell-Tough 


In Co-Op 8-Piece Band 


me = eis 
Eight-piece outfit now at Nick's in 


Greenwich Village, N. Y., led by Bud 
. 1 | : tf Ty . 

Freeman, has been officially incorpo- 
rated as a cooperative band. Tagged 


the Summa Cum Laude’s, the unit 
who are consid- 
ered tops in the biz, Bud Freeman 
st Pee-Wee Rus- 


sell, once part of Red Nichol’s Five 


is made up of men 


is saxophor 1Cader; 
| AXO} r 


Pennies and other bands on clari- 

net; Davey Tough, ex-Benny Good- 

man, Tommy Dorsey, and other top 

pana i imm Mi K } 

cornet: B Do lI r D r 

Bow , ( le Vewcone 
FE e { 

Band s been at Nick’s fe ix 
wet I e Blueb j ec- 
( C It i¢ ed a I rt T é 
age le date t the ar ] 
ré n of the Cl f °29 of Prince 
ton. At the conclave was Herb San- 
ford, of B.B.D.&O. ad agency; Ed 
tevnolds, of NBC, and others It 
was at their suggestion that the 


band continued as a unit. 
derson, who conducted the weekly 
swing sessions at the Park Lane 
Hotel, N. Y., last winter, is manag- 
ing. 


Ernie An- 


RUSTIC EXPANSION 


Rustic Cabin, in New Jersey, just 
beyond Ben Marden’s Riviera in 
Fort Lee, picks up a semi-name 
band policy Aug. 17, when Reggie 
Childs’ 14-piece crew goes in for six 
months. Spot will get several major 
wires weekly. The 750-seater for- 
merly used only local bands and 
weekend floor shows. 


SanAeti manace Ch ilac 

Gene Gaudeite. manage! of Childs. 

set the booki: direct and will over- 
}see the booking of succé rs. 





a 





Disc Companies Act to License 


Radio Stations Following Leibell 
Decision; Clarifying Situation 





N.A.B.-ASCAP Feud 


The respective attitudes 
of N. A. B. and ASCAP 
are set forth in twin stor- 
ies appearing in the radio 
section of this issue. Stor- 
ies start on Page 31 and 
continue on page 36. 


ontact Men's 


AFL. Charter 
Due This Week 


—_—___. 








Professional Music Contact Men 
of New York, as the first union 
among song pluggers will be called, 
becomes part of the American Fed- 
eration of Labor on the receipt of 
its charter this week. Under the 
special AFL charter the union will 
be free to make its own rules and 
regulations without outside interfer- 
ence and will have no affiliations 
with any other group within the 
AFL unless it so later elects. 

Rocco Vocco, 
Professional 


president of the 
Music Men, Inc., and 


moving spirit in the organization of | 


the union, declared yesterday 
(Tuesday) that practically every 
member of the PMMI has agreed to 
join the AFL setup. The exceptions, 
he said, were the professional staff 
of Shapiro, Bernstein & Co. and a 
good many of the contact men in 
the Robbins publishing group. Vocco 
added that he felt certain that even 
these would come in as soon as the 


'tie up with the AFL had been ef- 


fected. 

The unionization of professional 
men was decided upon after several 
of the publishers and _ publishing 
groups had refused to bind them- 
selves to an agreement banning cer- 
tain plug evils. This agreement had 
been negotiated between the PMMI 
and a committee of representative 
publishers. It is stated that the 
union will make no attempt to 
regulate salaries and working hours, 
but that it will confine itseif solely 


to curbing plug bribery, cut-ins and 
other evil practices which Vocco 
describe is threatening the exist- 
nee of the jJovs of contactmen in 


WHITEMAN, KAYE SET 
INTO MIDWEST FAIRS 


Milwaukee, Aug. 8. 


ls ha been booked for 
two of Wisconsin’s biggest fairs this 
year. Pa Whiteman will play tr 
lri-State Fair at Superior, appear- 
C f A 14-20 le 
> K ' A the Moderr 
B e State Ff 
ee, A 19-27 
The Can ¢ { e€ 
é é ale F ¢ H 
B I R ) V I 
De W 


Tempo Mag’s Reorg 


Tempo Magazine, Inc., New York, 
filed a voluntary petition for reor- 
ganization under the Chandler act 
in the Federal court, New York. 
Monday (7) listing assets of $6,160 


| and liabilities of $8,769. A plan of 
| reorganization was also 


presented 
whereby creditors will receive 15% 
on claims beginning Feb. 1, 1940 at 
the rate of 2°. a month: The credi- 
tors are asked to designate one of 
their number to act as treasurer, and 
to act with Paul R. Milton, who will 
continue as editor and manager ata 
salary not to exceed $75 weekly. It’s 
a musician’s paper 


Jack Scholl and Moe Jerome are 


¢ 


Payne in Warne : e Cop.’ 


+ 





| Decca Record Co, and the Colum- 
bia Phonograph Corp. are prepared 
to fall in line with the RCA Victor 
Co. in setting up a system for the 
licensing of the broadcast use of their 
product. Like Victor the Decca Co. 
will this week issue notice to sta- 
tions that, effective with Sept. 1, 
records bearing the Decca label must 
not be aired unless the required 


| license has been obtained from the 
manufacturer. Also like Victor 
Decca will advise its artists that it 
proposes to pay to them a portion of 
the net resulting fees, after deduct- 
ing collection and administration 
; costs. Columbia will probably wait 
,a week before sending out similar 
| letters. 

| The move to bring the broadcast- 
| ing of phonograph records under the 
| licensing control of the manufactur- 
|ers is predicated on the decision of 
| Federal Judge Vincent Leibell in 
| which he held that the recorder has 
'a property right in his product and 
‘may restrain broadcasters from mak- 
| ing free use of such discs. Unlike 
| Victor Decca does not have to follow 
any lapse of time before putting the 
ban into effect. Victor last year is- 
/ sued to a considerable number of 
broadcasters a covenant not to sue 
until after the Paul Whiteman- 
| WNEW case had been decided and 
that company now feels that it 
should allow a reasonable time to 
pass before making effective the can- 
cellation date of this covenant. Vic- 
tor’s licenses will be ready next 
month but it isn’t likely that the 
convenant holders will have to take 
them out (or else) before Oct. 1, 


' Saying Nothing 





Copyright owners as represented 
by Harry Fox, agent and trustee in 
the Music Publishers Protective As- 
sociation, are withholding any com- 
ment on the licensing attempts of 
the phonograph record manufac- 
turers for the time being. The copy- 
right owners feel that the licenses 
issued to recorders does not cover 
such broadcast right but they prefer 
to wait until the manufacturers have 
started issuing station licenses before 
bringing up this point. The pubs are 
not interested in collecting any part 
of the fee that manufacturers might 
get from radio, since the pubs al- 
ready get a performing fee through 
ASCAP, but they want to make sure 
that the recorders are not arrogating 
to themselves a right that the law 
imparts to the copyright owner 


The letter sent by Victor to sta- 
tions last week called attention to 
Leibell’s decision and stated that in 
view of variou circumstance as 


brought out by the Whiteman trial 
| Victor ‘cannot permit stations to use 
records unl they are prepared to 
pay uS reasonable compensation and 
to abide by such reasonable regula- 
tions aS may be necessary.’ The lete- 
ter to Victor recording artists re- 
viewed the Whiteman litigation, ex- 
plained the company’s intention to 
tations the alternative of tak- 
ing out a license or quit airing its 
stated that the company 
planned to pay a portion of the pro- 
ceeds of broadcasters to the artists. 
Appended is the 


offer 


product and 


vould be to the artists best interests 
av t Victor further <¢ e- 
ent ’ that n the meantime thev 
ao ! t I! CT r nt pre lude 
them from de g directly’ h Vic- 
tor. 


GRAY-BERNIE TOP NAME 
DATES AT MASS. FAIR 


Brockton, Mass 
bands. will] 

radio and 
at the 65th annual 
Sept. 10-16, 


Aug, 8. 

augment the 
carny attractions 
Brockton Fair, 
Glen Gray’s orch wil] 


on 
svame 


vaude, 


open Sept. 10, with Ben Bernie 
added. Former will also be fea- 
tured Sept. 11-12. Guy Lombardo 


and Rufe Davis play Sept. 13-14, and 
for the final two days Eddy Duchin, 
with Jane Pickens, will be top- 
billed. 

Vaude-radio bookings include: 
Tom Howard and Shelton, 
Ames and Arno, Chaz Chase, Fritz 
and Jean Hubert, and Gwynn, the 
magician. A Chester Hale 


iad i 
are also booked for the vaude 


George 
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Night Club Reviews 








able young leader who may come 
along promisingly with his rather 


| small-sized band. 


In addition to a line of eight girls, 








BLACKHAWK, CHI 


Chicago, Aug. 4. 





——=3 


BROOKLYN CLUB 


(BROOKLYN, ILL.) 


one of whom, Bobbie Drake, does; Johnnie (‘Scat’) Davis orch with | _. Brooklyn, Ill, Aug. 5. 
specialities, a Gloria Betty Van, June Glory, Bill Owen, PP A. 4 tyr gh is une Norma 
. : ; :,| Whitney and Wilma Novack, singing | Jimmy Barnes chell, if inehill, The Brool:. 
—— Tonite * Nice + lay - ; y ° rs , OK 
RAINBO W ROOM, N. » & SrSSES. p stegugecetBied rpg oes Mag singles, as well as the piano-vocaliz- | lynettes, Joe Winter's orch, 
serves 1e ) ose equalely,| sig to: , Newe Stager. al 
—, giving Miss Dooley opportunity to! ing team of Newell and Stager, all 


covered as New Acts. Joyce Lane is 


The Blackhawk has picked a win- | 





age Le ty a | Fifi D’Orsay is heading a show 
Al Donahue orch with Paula | make some of her gener tacts and an additional vocalist who works at | sn + ee Ses Serres SP eee _ that’s among the best presented ted 

Kelly, Jack Cole Ballet with Letitia jexhibit some of her ?—y Prerenen the bar and was formerly at the | waring who has tr ‘ed we ek this season. Helen Morgan reported. 

Ide, Eleanor King, Fe Alf, Ernestine | Follows with ‘This Is Ho Dream. Drum, Miami. Miss Lane, a tall, + pte ag eae ihe are ‘ nS \ly is to appear soon, indicating that 

Day, George Bockman, Gali-Gali, Cuban Cabby,” Hurry some ane’) striking brunet, has a large rep of | pedi = W: — ‘alm s work inthe managément is sparing no ex. 

Anne Gerard, Eddie LeBaron orch; | mimicry of Richman, Noel Coward old songs but also sings pop stuff, in- | an ; teed a _ has ; sure pense in lining up name talent. 

$3.50 table d’hote, $1.50 and $2.50 a eg rg ica: laiialitia, ti cluding special arrangements. Char. | rounde limse with a Coast or-| (Cliff Winehill, formerly with the 

1e re Sisters ar act j 


couvert (Sat.) after 10 p.m. 


the weighty Mexican manner, with 





Cocoaunt Grove, N. Y. 





chestra and comes here with an ex- 


cellent chance to build a_ strong 


King’s Horses, m.c.’s and wins ap- 


lashi teetl 1 flashi | ther and dance followi —"s alee ae wate, She ware 
= ‘kefe nitery atop, flashing teeth and flashing eyes| ether and dance following. ples, burlesques a strip teaser ; 
Pi Bg Rages peg Fr Bldg. i 'against an olive skin, Celia, the ‘ENTRAL HOTEL) Davis is a hard and smart worker, doubles with Dr. Marcus on po — 
starting to show tke tourism influx, oider, is the less vivacious but more (PARK CE: _— _ particularly for the younger nitery |ter’s magic stuff. The Brooklynettes 
although paradoxically the upped | siriking of the pair. She does a Willie F , 13 sit) mob. He bubbles with energy and | (4), house line, open show well and 
August business is due most strongly couple of songs in Spanish, but takes| | Witte armer orch (13) with’ qrives home a rather breathless per- 


to locals. New show isn’t the an- 
swer, not that it’s deficient, because, 
if anything, it looks better than its 
budget. However, it’s the institu- 
tional draw rather than the attrac- 
tion, because the lineup is no special 
lure. 


it lackadaisically. Picking the proper 

|tunes and developing her sad and 
quiet manner, she could be built up. | 
Panchita does a pair of Mex dances, 
both in costume. First is a peasant 
affair, second a rhumba, latter sce- 

| ing her in a revealing costume. She's 


| date. 


inda Keene. 


Willie Farmer has an entirely new 
band and a change of style for this | 
It's the first time Farmer has | 
been at the head of a styled outfit | 
and, while it isn’t a group that will | 


sonality, shouting his 
trumpeting inexhaustibly. 
The only detriment is the paucity 
of material with crew forced to re- 
peat tunes frequently. But person- 
ally he has what it takes, his long 
vaude experience standing him in 


songs and 


,Cclose the 45-minutes with another 
| routine. Norma Mitchell, agile acro 
terper, executes some difficult steps 
in the small working space. 

Miss D'Orsay, carrying a little 
,more avoirdupois than when she per- 
|sonaled at a St. Louis film house 
several years ago, has lost none of 


tecaaheae a ke si |seale the band list with a rush, it} ° he - , : 

, ut quite modestly rather vivacious and knows how to) SB gc Gi ngy, FR cc: Mg ve ea | Breat stead. |her popularity with natives. She 
LB pein highlighted by Jack |sling her anatomy, although her ae denn a ws aes nis Betty Van warbles with the band clicks in warbling ‘Sweet Nothing But 
Cole's ‘Ballet Intime’ (but sans Cole, | talent is limited. a er Dell’ mute A oh and she’s okay. Has a modern style | Love,’ ‘Hello, Mugg,’ and ‘Je Chante,’ 
who comes back Sept. 12 with the| | M.C. George Clifford, formerly of - 7 vorking it| Of Selling with an occasional flash of 


new show), Gali-Gali, Egyptian 
magico, and Anne Gerard, a classy 


looker, at the Steinway. Miss Gerard | 


is an uncertainly aged, rather Gains- 
boroughesque personality in appear- 
ance, making for a very distingue 


| Wayne, provides the major portion 


ithe ballroom team of Clifford and 
of the entertainment with his booby 
comedy. Doesn’t do anything much 
but dance and sing, but the way he 
i|does it is solid for laughs. Plays} 





lof four sex, four rhythm and three 
{brass split two 


| intermittent 


the tune as a theme and working it 
into the arrangements. | 

Outfit’s decidedly sweet, composed | 
and one. Add to} 
that an occasional electric guitar, an 
lead clarinet, a varied 


the jitterbug to break it un. Bill 
Owen displays capable tonsils with 
the pops. 

Floor show, outside of Davis and 
the two singers, is meaningless, be- 
ing composed of a couple of single 





the latter reputed to be a current 
| Paris hit, with her customary hip 
shifting. 
| Dr. Marcus, also billed as ‘The Mad 
Magician,’ scores with a fine assort- 
j}ment of tricks. He also does a lot 
of double talk, 


front on the revolving floor as she| horribly on trumpet and trombone]. ner selection and the vocals of | hoofers, June Glory and Jimmy |, Winehill, at show caught, had to 
and her baby grand traverse the | for mare gigeles ant gives & neat pny Neue ‘one the + Tint isn't manne. Rin 4 ae pouthial and en- by ay A, a4 eee Sy Oe 
room. She plays a pop ballad “4 1 | —_ ion ha! ouis re. om hard to take. . pa her u oO indicate nee of Powis “The on. a Powe! aie oe 
ley in eis tee tes ae ee FP ca bE eee Pg iene & ton and.| Domination of the four saxes gives RPSSIENES. Gold. on i or we 
a nice entr- - . who als s -and- | 


ceedings. 


dance turn on her own, and Eileen | 


a style not unlike Sammy Kaye and 


Gentleman’ and ‘Road to Mandalay.’ 


‘ , J i s " . 

' irl te ane go other bands along that line. It’s VOGUE RO Bn Rd ay £ sneet® oe ne 

— the Bn ——. ow Flea. a Ne aos pig oven wes oy smooth and rarely monotonous in OM, CLEVE. | , eee Gossened, 
and a boy—Leti . f ° ’ s cals 





‘ : |} in keepin rj Os 
view of the manner in which Farmer ping with the atmosphere. 








nor King, Ernestine Day and George 
Bockman—open with a West Indian 
number to a beguine rhythm. At- 
tractively costumed in a clever char- 
acteristic getup, their ballet clicks. — 

Highlight is the magico Gali-Gali, 
with his chickens, cards, sleight of 
hand and intime abracadabra. He's 
been in Paris, London, the Florida 
spots and New York, bowing out in- 
termittently for immigration pur- 
poses. Back after a year’s absence 
he’s as suave and ingratiating here as 
in a more al fresco spot. Brief show 
finales with the Coleites reprising the 
‘Georgia Revival Meeting’ number 
their ballet master first introduced 
here over a year ago. | 

Per usual, Al Donahue and Eddie | 
LeBaron give out socko dansapation, 
respec, on the straight and Latin 
terps. Donahue has the very photo- 


ordinary results. Pedro  Blanco’s 
four-man crew sets the pace with 
Latin-American music that the! 
customers find highly satisfying for 
terping. It’s also strong for the show. 
Herb. 


— 


Hawaiian Blue Room 
(HOTEL ROOSEVELT, N. 0.) 





| New Orleans, Aug. 5. 
Clyde McCoy orch, Romo Vincent, 
Enrica & Novello, Royal Whirlwinds 
(3), Jane Claire, Edna Joyce, Ben- 
_nett Sisters (3), Wayne Gregg. 





Band and show in this swank air- | 
cooled nitery rate high in their 60- 
minute turn. Following Phil Harris 
) c . puts Clyde McCoy in a tough spot, 
genic Paula Kelly vocalizing, her put his crew handles itself nicely 
pleasing voice parring her classy | regardless. . 
chassis. Both maestros, incidentally.| Ajthough critics of modern swing 
have been in the socialite columns of | have pointed the finger of ‘corn’ at 
late because of their blue-book r0- | McCoy’s style of trumpeting, ha- | 
mances and marriages. bel. |pbitues of the place seem to draw no 

ee ee |such line and freely applaud his, 

|solos, particularly his wailing trum- |} 

EMBASSY, PHILLY |}pet version of ‘Sugar Blues.’ He is 
backed by a good band which has a 

Philadelphia, Aug. 4. lot of standard tunes that are well-| 

George Clifford, Panchita Villa, 

Celia Villa, Mary Dooley, Virginia 


| arranged, plus a good repertoire of 
Renault, Betty Brodell, Eileen Cun- 


new pops. 
Rotund Romo Vincent, m.c., billed 
ningham, Pedro Blanco orch, 


,as ‘The Magnificent Obstruction,’ , 
| nicely handles the show, possesses 
, .,.|fine pipes and cleverly impersonates | 
ccy 1 ade ° A be 7 : 

Embassy Club, Philadelphia's | Charles Laughton’s Captain Bligh of 
closest approach to the swankier |‘Mutiny on the Bounty.’ 
bistros along New York’s 52d street, 


: : : Enrica and Novello, old favorites 
has achieved considerable success in| here, are among the smartest 
these hard nitery times through the! gancers to play this room. Crowd 


adroit showmanship of operators) was reluctant to let them go at show 
Herb Smiler and Sam Silber. Un-| egught. They did snappy rhumba| 
able to afford any really important| for encore. The Royal Whirlwinds, | 
name draws because of the small|two men and girl with eye appeal, | 
size of their layout, they have! chow some thrilling spins on roller 
capitalized on comparatively low-| skates and patrons like them plenty. | 
priced talent with large publicity} Jane Claire warbles pops, makes a 
values, | pleasing appearance and sells her-| 

Current show is an excellent e€x-| self neatly. Has nice pipes and was 
ample of their technic. It includes ealied for several encores at this 
17-year-old Mary Dooley, daughter | catching. Edna Joyce, acro dancer, 
of Yvette Rugel and the late Johnny | performs lithely and gracefully to| 
Dooley, both of whom were Phila-| set her share of applause. Bennett 
delphians, and Panchita and Celia) Sisters. attractive trio, warble nicely 
Villa, daughters of Mexico’s famed | and sell themselves quickly. Wayne | 





bad man. While the show, from aj Gregg, good-looking tenor with the 

cold entertainment standpoint, is! band, is also a winner. Liuzza. 

practically insignificant, the names ee 

make it interesting if for nothing | 

more than curiosity’s sale. MOTHER KELLY’S 
Smiler and Silber likewise intro- | 

duced to Philly the debutante-| 


(SARATOGA SPRINGS, N. Y.) | 

Saratoga, N. Y., Aug. 2. | 

Gloria Whitney, Wilma Novack, 

Newell & Stager, Joyce Lane, Bob- 
bie Drake, Ray Menking orch. 


entertainer. They had three socialite 
gals working at different times dur- 
ing the past winter. Blue-book 
femmes were awful short on talent, 
but their friends liked it and the rest 
of Philly came to take a peep at the 
tony set at work. Stunt did wonders 
to build top carriage trade, much of 


A new night spot of 


out near numerous other lake resorts 


moderate size 


which has stuck. | in the Saratoga area, and opr n 
Miss Dooley’s entertainment back- | to Piping Rock, Newman H As | 
ground adds un to a total of 10) well as several other late . -.urts 


weeks. She opened with Ben Bernie 
at the Hotel Pennsylvania, Naw | 
York, and stayed there two months. | 
She was later at the Mayfair Club, | 
Boston. for a short time, and did two | 
one-niters a couple of weeks ago 
with Rudy Vallee. | ‘name’ talent will be brought in here | 

Resembling her mother in her|and elsewhere. Operator of this | 
tininess and her father in her flair, we!l-laid out establishment is | 
for comedy, blonde gal promises to! Mother Kelly (man), whose place | 
go far. At present she suffers greatly; in Miami Beach is rather well 
from inexverience and lack of con-| known by the bon vivants and re- |! 


which draw the hoss bunch but, so | 
far this season, is without gambling | 
as an attraction. This has resulted | 
in the practice of economy in the 
setting of shows at the start, but as | 
and when the bars come down 


fidence But she’s getting voice sort followers. | 
training in N. Y. and is being! Ray Menking’s orchestra, seven- 
coached and managed by Aijleen! piece outfit which proves a good | 
Stanley. herself an erstwhile name dance as well as a show band, | 


in vaude. 

She does the same turn here that 
she did at the Pennsylvania, althouth 
routined differently. Opens up with, 
a patter song of introduction, tellin 
of her mother and father, her birth 
in a trunk, their desire to keen her 
away from the stage and finally her 


onened the season here a week ago. 
Numbers are mostly from the pop | 
counters, including the softer dance | 
tunes for waltzes as well as the hot- 
ter article. but 
threaten to break the eardrims 

Even sitting on top of it doesn’t give 
a headache. Menking is a person- |! 


mixes ’em up. 
unleash 
more often, as its size precludes any 
objectionable blare. 


Latter fault isn’t often apparent, the 


sort of floor show. 


sume 
fall .which will also return flesh. 


| officiates as 


| Helen 


| Orch (10). 


\the ever-busy 


| strictly 


| Joe Brown does a roller skating tap | 


However, he could 
the curtailed brass section 


Arrangements, done from within 
the band, are at times good and oc- 
casionally dull and unimaginative. 





best portion of the tunes being given 
a neat lift that draws the customers 
on to the floor. That's the only pur- | 
pose of the band here, there being 
no show to play. 

It’s the first time in a long while | 
that the Grove is going without some | 
Reported that the | 
management is making plans to re- | 
its name band aad 


matinee in 
puoricy ata 





BABETTE’S 
(ATLANTIC CITY) 


Atlantic City, Aug. 5. | 

Earl Lindsay Babette girls, Beth | 
Challis, Mannon and_ Strafford, | 
Honey Murry, Eric Correa orch., 
This spot’s mainstay is the wife of 
the owner of the club, Babette, who 
mistress of ceremonies. 
She opens the show by introducing 
Earl Lindsay girls in ensemble num- 
ber, ‘Peaches at the Beaches,’ parade 
style, with punch finish showing 
‘Miss Atlantic City’ in costume of the 
Gay Nineties. | 
Honey Murry follows in a high- 
hat tap routine that is well received 
and encores with an Eleanor Powell 
impersonation. Mannon and Straf- | 
ford, ballroom duo, open with a 
waltz and then into a carioca. Bur- | 
lesque the new dance crazes for a 


smash finish. 


Lindsay girls come back again with 
novelty number, ‘Let’s Change Part- 
ners and Dance,” inviting male part- 
ners from tables to dance with them. 
Beth Challis, in next-to-closing, uses | 
routine numbers and, though she’s a 
little off-color, the crowd eats her 
stuff up | 

Big finale. ‘Wedding Bells,” em- | 
ploys the entire cast and ends witha 
swing wedding with everybody do-| 
ing a single together. Hill. 


CLUB HARLEM 


(ATLANTIC CITY) 


Atlantic City. Aug. 6. 
Larry Steele, Estralita, Myra 
Johnson, May Joy, Lois Deppe, 


Penn & Pennettes (6), Cooke 
& Brown, Detroit Red, Hardy Bros. 


The midtown Club 
sepian nitery, has a mob o 


rently. 


Harlem, 
icts cur- 
Fast-moving show hinges on 
Larry Steele, m.c., | 
who handles the long show excel- 
lently. He also terps and gags, do- 
ing the former particularly well. 
Featured is Lois Deppe, baritone, 
whose voice is above average though 
his choice of tunes, ‘Old Man River,’ | 
etc., seems out of place in this 
jitterbug show. More in 
the groove are Cooke and Brown, 
who are plenty entertaining with 
their knockabout dances and acros. 
The swell pipes of May Joy forced 
her to beg off when caucht. 
Estralita, stripper, is okay, while 


f - 
ARC 


and dance that’s plenty good. 
Penn and her Pennettes, the chorus, | 
have good routines, but do them| 
somewhat raggedly. 

Detroit Red, who has played clubs 
here for years, still draws the laughs 


Helen 


| with her double entendre jokes and | 
never does the band | ¢ 


ynvs. Mvra Johnson sings ‘Back to} 
Back’ nicely. On the bandstand are 
the Hardy Bros.” swing band, which 
plays well for show and dancing. 


|if hardly 


(HOLLENDEN HOTEL) 


Cleveland, Aug. 1. 


Bill Millar orch, Margie Knapp, 


Haskell, Pierce & Roland. 


_ Considering it’s bidding for fam- | 
ily trade, Hollenden Hotel’s Vogue | 


| Room has a fairly amiable floor show | 
| here without going far on the nut. It| 


has plenty of youth with more 


synthetic gusto than real slickness. | 


Ringsiders miss terse m.c.’ing of 
Sammy Walsh, who bowed out after 
a smart run of six weeks. 

Margie Knapp, once of Irving 
Aronson’s outfit, is in the strongest | 
spot; she’s in schoolgirl dress, has 
vigorous voice and some appeal. Not 
much on looks but occasionally 
sounds something like Judy Garland 
when in a swing mood. Trouble is 
she’s a one-style songstress who lays 
the jitterbug heat on too heavily al- 
though ‘Crazy Rhythm’ medley and | 
‘All Right’ are sold hot enough to 
rate two repeats. But she needs a 
little more variety. 

Haskell, magician, has a bag of 
stock tricks that are timed nicely. 
Stunts with steel rings, eggs, bird 
and cards are more or less A-B-C, 


, but he has an affable personality plus 


a line of glib patter that holds polite 
interest for nearly 15 minutes. 


Pierce and Roland breeze in for 
ballroom work tthat’s brisk and 


graceful. However, they rarely dis- 
play any fire. Cleverest number is a 
rhumba to one of Debussy’s classics. 
Bob Millar’s cueing steps up the 
show considerably and band’s dance 
rhythms are as catching as Millar's 
piano solos, Pull. 


| 
PLAZA CAFE 
(PITTSBURGH) 
; Pittsburgh, Aug. 6. | 
Jimmy Peyton orch (8). Palmer 


& Morgan, Roy Howard, Chicquita 
and Her Marionettes. 





Vet local hands in nitery biz, Freda 
Pope and her husband, Eddie Hess, 
are currently operating this down- 
stairs spot and making a go of it with 
their direct appeal to the tired busi- 
nessman and conventioneer. That 
appeal takes the form of 15 hostesses 
(more than all of the other clubs in 
town put together). all eager to see 
that the stag doesn’t get lonesome. 
_The policy is paying dividends 
since the Pope-Hess combo doesn’t 
believe in expending 
cash for talent, and 
ment is no lure. 

Plaza had a checkered career prior 
to the time Miss Pope took it over 17 
months ago. It has been a consistent 
spectacular click in her 
hands with atmosphere designed to 
attract spenders on the loose. There's 


Sores charge of buck a couple, but 
it’s 


unnecessary 
the entertain- 


seldom put on bill for the 
dough boys. 
Show is merely an addenda. Cur- | 
|rent layout has a magician, Roy 


Howard, who’s pretty clumsy with | 
his trickery and needs a much better | 
line of gab to hide his shortcomings: | 
dance team of Palmer and Morgan. | 
hardly average in their waltz and 
modified apache numbers, and Chic- 
quita and her Marionettes. Last 
the Plaza’s best bet. She uses tiny 
men puppets and has one of ’em do- 
ing a drunk act, at and around the 
piano, that’s okay. Should -be scis- 
sored a bit, however, since routine’s 
much too slow for a cafe. Works | 


. | 
is | 
} 


j 
| 


| without a spot on the marionettes, | 


too. which is another mistake. 

Jimmy Peyton, one of town’s vet- | 

eran musicians, has the band here)! 

and it’s an altogether competent | 

eight-piece outfit, with Pevton dis- 
patching the m.c. duties well. too. 
Cohen. 


Sahu. 








| emic 


' is nifty for the hoof. 


015 YEARS AGOe 


(From Variety) 











Negotiations on for Maude Adams 


to return to the stage in George 
Bernard Shaw's ‘St. Joan.” B. C. 


Whitney took over the show from 
the Theatre Guild and was preparing 
a tour. 


H. H. Frazee’s musical, 
Nanette,’ and the Duncan Sisters’ 
‘Topsy and Eva’~-were experiencing 
such success in their Chicago tryouts 
that their New York appearances 
were held up. 


‘No, No, 


Lew Leslie’s new colored revue, 
‘Dixie to Broadway,’ starring Flor- 
ence Mills, opened in Atlantic City 
and showed need of judicious doctor- 
ing before it could hit Chicago for 
its intended run. 

Looked as though Eugene O’Brien 
was through Norma Talmadge’s 
leading man. Wallace MacDonald 
chosen to play opposite her in ‘The 





as 


Lady,’ which Frank Borzage was to 
direct. 
Beverly Bayne, formerly starred 


in pix with her husband, Francis X. 
Bushman, returned to the screen, op- 
posite Monte Blue, in Warners’ ‘Her 
Marriage Vow.’ 

Political opponents of New York's 
Mayor John F. Hylan decried the 
use of the municipally owned WNYC 
in competing, with city funds, 
against privately operated radio sta- 
tions. 





W. C. Handy, the great Negro 

songwriter, completely blind for sev- 
eral years, had entirely recovered 
his sight. 
Whiteman’s band was set to 
play a concert at the Metropolitan 
Opera House, New York, then was 
to sail for a four-week engagement 
in Paris at the invitation of the 
French Academy. 


Paul 


English acts headed for America 
and Germany, particularly the for- 
mer, were on the rise. 





Nitery Followup 








Joe E. Lewis is one of the few 
surefire nitery zanies around who 
still has that lure for the cafe bunch 
in search of a laugh. Lewis pulls 
‘em across the George Washington 
bridge to Ben Marden’s Riviera, Fort 
Lee, N. J., where a snappy Chester 
Hale show is a svelte setting for his 
wacky comedy. Lewis’ pseudo-acad- 
analysis of the lyric, ‘Hold 
Tight,’ should become standard, as 
he can do the same with each suc- 
cessive screwball pop song. And his 
Catskill parody on ‘Took a Cruise to 
Havana’ is eaually funny, albeit not 
for the Mehitabel trade. 

Mary Raye and Naldi have pol- 
ished an already well-turned terps!- 
chorean routine and are clicko In 
this vast room. he Frazee Sisters 
do their rhythmic vocalization in bis 
league manner. Ted Fiorito's ban 
Abel. 
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Numerical Setup 





The Four A’s claims a total membership of about 30,000 (including 


around 2,500 in AGVA). 


The IATSE claims a total of 60,000 members, including AFA. 

Ralph Whitehead, executive secretary of AFA, has been claiming a 
membership of 15,000, but Sophie Tucker, president, refers in her 
public statements to 12,000 members. 

According to one accountant’s report, the AFA books showed 4,300 


members in good standing as of la 
mately 5,000 on the active list. A 


st Feb. 28, with a total of approxi- 
couple of months later Whitehead 


paid a per capita tax to the Four A’s on a claimed membership of 


9,000, which would have given him 
national board. He had previously 
members. 


30 votes on the organization’s inter- 
paid a per capita tax on only 3,600 


Four A’s officials declare the AFA books were in such condition that 
it’s doubtful if either Miss Tucker or Whitehead really know how 


many members in good standing the union actually has. 


They also 


assert that most of AGVA’s 2,500 members have come from AFA, 
which must have drastically cut down the 4,300 members known to 


have belonged at the end of last 


February. In any case, the 4,300 


figure includes an estimated 1,000 solid performers, while the remain- 
ing 3,000-odd takes in choristers, swimmers, small specialty acts from 


niteries, etc. 
head, but barred from the Four A 


Circus roustabouts, razorbacks, etc., organized by White- 


*s, were not included in the above. 


Battle between AGVA and AFA is a headache to the average variety 
performer who sees himself placed in the middle of the hostilities. 


Firstly, such acts that have paid 


unaware that AGVA will credit them for all such payments. 


if they switch to AGVA, they fear 
are now aligned with AFA. 


dues to AFA are apparently still 
Second, 
reprisals from the stagehands, who 
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m0 Towns, 30 Weeks of One-Nighters 


Lined Up for $90-$150 Daily Units 





7% 





Harry Sherman, working in con- 
junction with Abe Feinberg, New 
York indie booker, has lined up 210 
towns for cheap units that will play 
30 weeks of one-niters. Shows are be- 
ing geared to cost theatres from $90 
to $150 a night, with the highest 
priced acts, chiefly teams, to cost no 
more than $90 weekly. 


Sherman, once head of the Motion | 
Picture Operators, N. Y. local, is ac- | 


tually the promotional man. He lined 
the houses. Feinberg, who books the 


Fay, Providence, during the season, is | 


strictly the booker. 

Shows will comprise five acts, 
have very little production, and 
play sans musical accompaniment, 
except for a pianist. Travelling will 
be done in two cars, the booker 
reaking sure that one of the acts 
owns an auto, with a second pro- 
vided by Sherman. Average com- 
plement of the intact variety lay- 
outs will be around 10 people. 

From present indications, the units 
will play through that territory 
which was the ripest for the Bowes 
amateurs, namely the midwest and 
New England. The am _ units, 
their b.o. lessened in the past 
ccuple of years, have been slowly 
petering out and Bowes isn’t plan- 
ning many for the coming season, 


BAKER, LYMAN HYPO 
FT. WORTH’S CASA 


Fort Worth, Aug. 8. 

Kenny Baker and Abe Lyman’s 
band splashed into Casa Manana 
Friday (5) to up attendance, al- 
ready above first two weeks of 1938. 
Martha Raye is expected to 
tinue the big draw when she ar- 
rives Friday (11) for a two-week en- 
gagement. Bakex.is..in for one 
week, 

Ray Noble is due to play last 18 
days of season, beginning Aug. 18, 
with Bob Burns set for per- 
formances Labor Day and Burns 
and Allen likely to appear last four 
days of run. 

Show which opened F1 








two 


day night 


is superior to first two weeks. 
Lauretta Jefferson, dance director, 
put the 70-girl line through flashy 
routines. Scenery and lighting are 


also more effective. 
_Takings for first two weeks es- 
timated at $38,000. 





Geo. Prices Divorced 


Miami, Aug. 8. 

Divorce was granted here yester- 
day (Monday) in circuit court to 
Georgie Price, former vaudevillain, 
but now a Wall street broker, from 
his wife, Lorrain Manners, former 
dancer, and partner in his act. They 
were married in 1932 and have two 
children, Georgie, Jr., 3, and Geor- 
Rianne, 4. She's a sister of Mabel 
Swor. 

A settlement was 
court, 





made out of 


as | 


con- 


a 


4 A’s vs. IATSE 





Jurisdictional dispute between 
the Four A’s and the IATSE 
reaches an acute stage tomor- 
row (Thursday), when the mat- 
ter comes before the executive 
council of the American Fed- 
eration of Labor, meeting in 
| Atlantic City. It’s now possible 

that a verdict one way or the 
| other will bring about a gen- 
| eral strike in the show business. 





More details on pages 1-4-5-49 
this issue. 








ORPH, MEMPHIS, 
GOING IN FOR 
NAME VAUDE 


Orpheum, Memphis, operated by 
Chalmer Cullins and Nat Evans, will 
institute a name stageshow policy 
early in September. House is being 
pooked by Bernard (Benny) Burke 
out of New York. Theatre is chiefly 
out for name and band attractions, 
offering guarantees and percentages. 
It's a 2,800 seater and for vaudfilms 
will be scaled at 65c top. 








Only shows set thus far are Clif- | 


ford C. Fischer's ‘Folies Bergere,’ 
week of Sept. 29, and Dave Apollon’s 
Revue, Xmas Week. Attractions for 
the first two weeks of the new policy 
have not yet been lined up. 
Orpheum also is in the market for 
touring legit attractions, having 
notified Burke to line up as many as 
possible for the fall and winter. It’s 
anxious to get a carbon copy of 
‘Hellzapoppin,’ current at the Winter 
Garden, N. Y. 


Court Annu's Marriage 
Of Thurston’s Widow 


Rochester, N. Y., Aug. 8. 

Annulment of the marrizge of 
Mrs. Paula F. Collins, 30-year-old 
widow of Howard Thurston, ma- 
| gician, to Charles K. Collins, roof- 
ing salesman, was granted here by 
Supreme Court Justice Nathan D. 
| Lapham, 

Collins sued for annulment on the 
| charge that his wife refused to bear 


‘children. They were married last 
November. ; 
Mrs. Collins became the wife of 


Thurston in May, 1935. He died in 


Florida in April, 1936. 





Bill Russell, NBC baritone, doing 
the vocals and m.c.ing with Jimmy 
Durante at the Beverly Hills Coun- 
try Club, Fort Thomas, Ky. 

‘Set by Miles Ingalls, of Music 
| Corp. of America. 





Life and Death 


Philadelphia, Aug. 8. 

Frank Murtha, m.c. and singer, 
was called home from a Wildwood, 
N. J., nitery, where he’s currently 
working, last week to be at the bed- 
side of his mother here when she 
died. 

Following day, Murtha’s wife gave 
birth to a baby girl. 


FREEMAN JOINS 
CONSOLIDATED 
AS BOOKER 


Charles J. Freeman, who left 
Billy Rose’s organization Aug. 1, is 
joining Consolidated Radio Artists 
immediately to head its booking di- 
vision. Deal was closed over the 
weekend with Charles Green. 

The former booking head of the 
RKO vaudeville circuit enters a 
field, orchestras, now regarded gen- 
erally as one of the bullish phases of 
live talent now remaining in show 
biz. Orchestras have been the only 
attractions consistently doing big 
grosses in theatres and melting the 
stage show aversions of circuit 
operators, 


Meller Playing Phitly 
Nitery on Percentage; 
Socialite Actress-Ange 


Philadelphia, Aug. 8. 

Unusual booking for a nabe nitery 
in many respects opened at the 
Open Door here last week. It’s 
the Penguin Players in a hiss- 
the-villain meller, ‘The Ruse That 
Failed.” One unique aspect is that 
the troupe is in on percentage, while 
another is that no Philly nitery has 
ever housed a group of this sort. 
They give only one performance a 
night, at midnight. 

Two Philly socialites are in the 




















company, Katharine Minehart, sister 
| of a city councilman, and her cousin, 
| Catharine Cosgrove. Miss Minehart’s 
| family, prominent in the _ snooty 
| Germantown Theatre Guild and the 
| little theatres, has advanced the 
| major portion of the coin to angel 
the venture. She has performed be- 
fore in Philly, at important midtown 
spots, but this is the Social Regis- 
ter’s break-in at an overgrown sa- 
loon in a middle-class section of 
| town, 

Ernest Walling, formerly of the 
Clare Tree Major children’s group, 
is director. Whole gang lives in 
the Germantown Theatre Guild’s 
headquarters. 

Biz at the nitery is none too good, 
but picking up slightly over previous 


weeks as word of mouth and heavy | 


ad budget (split by the 
have started to take effect. 


players) 





Costliest Nitery May 


| Become Gas Station 


| Syracuse, Aug. 8. 
Cafe DeWitt, erected eight years 
ago at a cost of more than $250,000 
and reputed then to be the most 
costly night club in America, went 


under the auctioneer’s hammer last 
week, the title passing to Howard 
P. Sears, president of a Rome, N. Y., 
oil company, for $38.000. 

Sears says the only possible use 
for the building, which is of win- 
dowless construction and of solid 
concrete, is as a night club. But he 
indicated he wasn’t interested in 
night club promotion, so it is prob- 
able the structure will soon be razed, 
probably for a gas station. 

Curtis Back East 

Jack Curtis returned to New York 
Monday ‘7) to open an agency, in 
association with Leo Morrison, 
Hollywood agent. 

Latter will stick on the Coast, 
while Curtis operates permauently 
' in the east. 


COURT DENIES AFA INJUNCTION PLEA: 
OPINES A SPEEDY TRIAL NECESSARY 





New York supreme court Justice 





McGoldrick yesterday (Tuesday) de- 
nied ithe American Federation of 
Actors’ petition for a temporary in- 
junction to restrain the Associated 
Actors and Artists of America from 
organizing its recently chartered 
American Guild of Variety Artists. 
It is the first major setback for the 
Ralph Whitehead-Sophie Tucker fac- 
tion of the AFA since the latter’s 
charter was revoked, and a marked 
v.ctory for the Four A’s prior to 
the hearing on the natter by the 
American Federation of Labor’s 
executive council in Atlantic City to- 
morrow (Thursday). 

According to legalists, however, 
Justice McGoldrick ‘ducked the is- 
sue.’ His decision is to the effect 
that the AFA’s charges versus the 





Hits AFA Badly 





The McGoldrick decision to set 
a trial in the fall hits the AFA’s 
present administration a pretty 
hard blow. Many of its impor- 
tant contracts will run out around 
that time, and it was chiefly to 
protect these that Ralph White- 
head asked restraint of the 
AGVA's organizing. 

One notable contract that will 
run out Oct. 31 is the AFA 
closed-shop deal with Billy 
Rose’s Aquacade at the N. Y. 
World’s Fair, plus other expo 
shows. 











Four A’s was ‘not a labor dispute.’ 
| Lawyers contend, in view of this, 


that a judge would normally give a | 


definite verdict, but in this instance 
| the issues were too complex. In- 
stead, Justice McGoldrick left the 
| way open for an early trial during 
| the October term at the convenience 
| of the Four A’s, or else for the latter 
; te agree to a hearing before a 
referee. 

In stipulating 


that the referee 


could be chosen from one of three | 


candidates submitted by William 
Green, AFL prexy, McGoldrick 
| merely wasted words, Henry Jaffee, 
| of the Four A’s, plainly stated yes- 
| terday afternoon that his organiza- 
| tion will have no part of the referee. 
It is anxious, he added, for an early 
| trial, however, if only for the pur- 


LOEW SETS AFM 
DEAL FOR N.Y. 
CAPITOL 





A deal has been set by Loew’s 
with Local 802, New York, of the 
| Musicians Union and a band will be 
| behind Mickey Rooney and Judy 
| Garland for their joint p.a. at the 
| Capitol on Broadway beginning Aug. 
117. Juve film players go in for the 
run of ‘The Wizard of Oz’ (M-G) 
and are the first personals set in the 


| Loew-Metro plan of occasionally 

| showcasing its picture stars on a 
Broadway stage 

Zand at the Capitol will be a pick- 

up crew, but George Stoll, Metro’s 


musical director, is 
take over the baton. 

Head no deal been set with the | 
musicians, the Garland-Rooney p.a. | 
would have been merely a walk-on 
for the kids. 


| 
—_—_—_-— | 


TOWER, K. C., RESUMING 
VAUDE AT 25c TOP 


coming east to 





Kansas City, Aug. 8. 
| Tower, for years a flesh standby 
until recently, returns to a vaudfilm | 
policy Aug. 18. Barney Joffee, who | 
formerly ran the house on a partner- | 
ship basis, will be the sole operator | 
under the new plan. | 

A 25¢ top will prevail and Frank | 
F. Tracy has been named production | 
| manager and booker. | 











N. Y. Supreme Court Justice McGoldrick Rules ‘It 
Is Not a Labor Dispute’—Paves Way for Quick 
Hearing of the Issues by Referee 


pose of getting Ralph Whitehead on 
the witness stand, 
The decision follows: 


The American Federation of 
Actors, as plaintiff, has brought 
an action against numerous de- 
fendants, the principal one of 
which is Associated Actors and 
Artistes of America, its parent 
association. This organization is 
affiliated with the American Fed- 
eration of Labor. The principal 
defendant association is  fre- 
quently referred to in the papers 
as the ‘Four A’s,’ and will be so 
referred to here. The plaintiff 
association was organized as a 
membership association for the 
benefit of its members, who are 
entertainers in the field of vaude- 
ville, motion picture presenta- 
tion theatres, night clubs, hotels, 
rodeos, circus and carnivals. It 
obtained a charter from the ‘Four 
A’s, which in turn embraces prac- 
tically all persons and subsidiary 
organizations in the field of en- 
tertainment, with the principal 
exception of the members of the 
American Federation of Musi- 
cians, 

‘Misuse of Funds’ 

Recently certain charges were 
brought against the secretary of 
the plaintiff association, which 
irivolve the misuse of funds. 
These charges were tried by the 
‘Four A’s.’ Plaintiff objected to 
trial by that organization on the 
ground that its moving spirits 
were both the accusers and the 
triers. A proposition was made, 
apparently by plaintiff, to have 
the trial conducted by a commit- 
tee designated by William Green, 
president of the American Fed- 
eration of Labor. This was re- 
jected on the ground that it was 
an interference with the autono- 
mous rights of the parent asso- 
ciation. Plaintiff then withdrew 
from its defense, the matter was 
tried, and the charter of the 
plaintiff revoked. Another or- 
ganization, American Guild of 
Variety Artists, has since entered 
the field, with the sanction of the 
parent association, assuming 
some or all of the activities of 
the plaintiff. 

The main contention of plain- 
tiff is that’ the charter of its or- 
ganization has been’ revoked 
without due process of law, and 
relief is sought through this 
action to vacate and set aside 
such revocation. To do so would 
restore plaintiff’s members to 
privileges they formerly enjoyed. 
Now it is asserted that the effect 
of the revocation is to deprive 
them of the benefits of contracts 
with their employers. For this 
reason a motion for a temporary 
injunction has been made to en- 
join defendants from interfering 
with these contracts and from 
soliciting such members to join 
the American Guild of Variety 
Artists, a new union operating 
with aprroval of 4 A’s. 

Parent vs. Child 

Essentially, the action is one 
involving a dispute between a 
parent union and a subsidiary of 
it. Controversies involving re- 
vocation of charters have oc- 
curred frequently, and they are 
not basically labor disputes. If 
they were, any action of a union 
in expelling a member would en- 
title either party to claim that 
the matter was a labor dispute 
and as such necessitates a heur- 
ing and findings of fact pursuant 
1876-a of Civil Practice Act. 
‘The mere fact that the inciden- 


to 


tal effect of the revocation of 
the charter of a subsidiary would 
imveril employment, as likewise 
would the expulsion of an in- 
dividual member, does not ren- 
der it a labor dispute in the 
technical sense so as to require 
the disregard of affidavits and 
the actual trial of issues. 


‘The papers submitted, how- 
ever, are insufficient to justify a 
temporary injunction. On the 
other hand, the issues involved 
are of such great importance 
that they should be disposed of 
at the earliest nossible date. As 
a condition for the denial of the 
injunction, the court will require 
defendants to stipulate for a trial 
on the first available date at the 
opening of the fall term. If the 
parties desire an earlier trial and 
will so stipulate, the court will 
select a referee, choosing him 
from three names to be submit- 
ted by the president of the 
American Federation of Labor. 
These persons so designated must 
be, of course, members of the 
New York bar. If the parties 
desire the court otherwise to se- 
lect a referee, they may so stipu- 
late.’ 
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Unit Reviews 








A. B. MARCUS SHOW 


(STATE-LAKE, CHICAGO) 





Chicago, Aug. 5. 
Jigsaws, 


Bob White, Ruth Durrell, Bernays 
(2), Hinton Sisters, Rudy Mason, Art 
Stanley, Janada; ‘Tell 
(M-G). 





What has A. B. Marcus got that 


makes the public rush to buy tickets | 


for his shows? An o.o. of any of 
the Marcus shows reveals nothing 
startling. But A. B. Marcus’ name 
on the marquee seems to mean busi- 
ness for any theatre, whether in 
Chicago or Cape Town. 

Marcus has just brought his troupe 
back to the U. S. after a profitable 
three-year tour that took him to the 
Antipodes, the Far East, 
Indo-China and India. 

The State-Lake here Friday (4) 
was jammed for a peek at this ordi- 
nary show. However, it’s suffused 
with that unseen aura that makes it 
thoroughly’ enjoyable to the cus- 
tomers. 

Only two acts make up the stand- 
ard turns, Harold Boyd’s Jigsaws and 
the Clymas Troupe. The Jigsaws 
are riotous with their knockabout 


HILDEGARDE 


Third Return Engagement 











Appearing Nightly 
Savoy Plaza Hotel 


NEW YORK 
Engagement Extended te October 19 


Per. Mgr.—ANNA SOSENKO 
Ex. Rep—JACK BERTELL 


Clumas Troupe, Sparky | 
Kay, Ben McAtee, Dorothy Coudy, 


No Tales’ | 


Africa, | 











comedy, while the Clymas Troupe, | 


with its knife-throwing illusion turn, 
is likewise clicky. 

Other comedy bits include a 
standard burleycue boxing routine 
that had the audience down for the 
count. 
tines are interspersed with some 
'singing that’s only mediocre and 
dancing that's only fair. However, 
to this audience it was terrific. 
| Other acts include Sparky Kay, 
'burley-type comic, in two bits; Ben 
McAtee, comedian, who 


straight: Bob White, baritone, who 
has good pipes and makes a nice ap- 
pearance, and Ruth Durrell, the 
show's prima. 

The Bernays (2) do a modernistic 
| dance in blue costumes and the Hin- 
tons, girl pair, do a ballroom daace 
with Rudy Mason. 
neat-looking, acro-tap dancer while 
Janada is a fine femme contortionist. 

Marcus gives ’em production by 
the yard. He loads the stage with 
material, winding it around girls, 
laying it on the floor and draping it 
in all available corners. Not in par- 
ticularly good taste, but the cus- 
, tomers loved it. Gold. 


_ ROCHESTER-GRABLE 


| (EARLE, WASH.) 








Washington, Aug. 7. 
Rochester (Eddie Anderson), Betty 
Grable, Frankie Masters Orch, Lane 
& Ward, Trado_ Bros., Marion 
Francis; ‘Unexpected Father’ (U). 





This is not only sock entertain- 
ment, but it’s hot for the marquee 
and will be for some time wherever 
Rochester (Eddie Anderson) has 
scored in ‘Man About Town’ 
and so long as the Betty Grable- 
Jackie Coogan romance makes news. 
Both play up to their current fame 
fully in their performance, Grable 
warbling ‘my favorite song,’ ‘Don’t 
Worry ‘bout Me,’ and Rochester 
doing dances and other biz precisely 
as in the picture. Masters Orch 
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Several comedy talking rou- | 


has some | 
crossfire with Dorothy Coudy, tall} 


Art Stanley is a) 





,;and load of honey hair. 





(Par) | 


| makes smart background and comes 
| through with series of effective 
specialties. Troupe is traveling as a 
| unit with the exception of the Trado 
Bros., who have been added just for 
this show. 


Show opens with offstage intro- 
duction of Masters during his theme 
and band goes immediately into 


swell burlesque swing arrangement | 


of ‘Take Me Out to the Ball Game’ 
with clever pantomime of ball pitch- 
ing and strikeouts. Masters then 
takes center mike to vocalize ‘South 
American Way,’ Masters, as m.c., 
introduces Lane and Ward, boy in 


| blue and girl in pink and white, for 


jitterbugging that goes over. 

Masters brings on Marion Francis, 
orch soloist, who does nicely with 
‘Comes Love,’ romanticized effec- 
tively as duet on second chorus, and 
encores strongly with ‘Sunrise Sere- 
nade. Trado Bros., follow in tuxes 


| to ‘argue’ about ways to get off the 


stage, pantomime of two persons 
climbing over each other into film 
stats and close with one-high nut 
stuff, with top guy’s hands and bot- 
tom guy’s legs working together and 
in opposition under huge army over- 
coat. It’s sock. 

First of two big moments come 
with entrance of Miss Grable in 
plain white crepe gown, striking tan 
She goes 
right into ‘It’s All Yours,’ followed 
by ‘Don't Worry,’ sung _ senti- 
mentally and then hot. Biz about 
‘meeting the boys in the band’ is 
followed by ‘here’s how they do it 
in Hallywood’ stuff, in which she 
mauls Masters. Finishes vocalizing 
‘The Lady In Love,’ with skirts up 
for strut-and-bumps exits. She has to 
repeat three times. Band follows 
with its best specialty, ‘10 Little Bot- 
tles,” in which house lights go out 
as boys come down stage to blow 
into bottles of water which fiash in- 
dividual colored lights on and off in 
tempo to ‘Little Brown Jug.’ 

Rochester gets the closing spot and 


opening reception justifies it. Bat- 
tered straw hat, prop cigar and 
cream-colored bearskin coat set 


mood that carries straight through. 
Biz swel}, Craig. 


THE SHOW GOES ON 


(HOLLYWOOD PLAYHOUSE) 





Hollywood, Aug. 5 
Wakefield, Dick Ed- 
wards, Norton & Kane, Sheldon 
Lewis, Bimbo, Earl Renaud, Eddie 
Tyler, Virginia Lee, Alice Hamilton, 
Frank & May Stanley, Gabby & Gil- 
bert, Sada Simmons, Kingsley Bene- 
dict, Sedal Bennett, Billie Baker, 
Paul Tickell, James Stewart, Robert 
Erwin, Gene Conterno, Chief Eagle- 
feather, Kathryn Tracy & Bert Stan- 
cliff, Dick Riddick. 


Willa Holt 





‘The Show Goes On,’ vaudeville 
revue staged at the Hollywood Play- 
house by around 100 former actors 
and workers on the Los 
Federal Theatre Project, is being 
presented as a benefit for eight per- 
formances. Despite presence in cast 
of a number of oldtime two-a-day 
vauders, and overly friendly open- 
ing-night audience, revue can’t hope 
to achieve more than the original 
purpose. 

Several pokes at Congress and the 
defunct FTP are taken in blackouts 
and a novel prolog attempts to give 
reason why public should encourage 
and support attempt of ex-FTP 
actors to rehabilitate themselves. 
Even presence of several guest acts, 
including Clark and Dexter, nimble 
hoofers and light comics, and Dennis 
Morgan, of the cinema, failed to give 
opening-night audience the thrills 
expected. 

Willa Holt Wakefield, 
wards and several other 
come through breezily, and a few 
of the newcomers show excellent 
promise. But the show as a whole 
seems wasted effort despite hercu- 
lean attempts of all concerned. At 
least it’s a brave attempt to raise a 
few dollars for former FTP reliefers. 


Dick Ed- 


oldtimers 





Edwa. 


Angeles | 


Wednesday, 
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JOHNNY KOY 
Dancer 
|5 Mins. 
‘Paramount, N. Y¥. 





Ge he eit ER Te 


ister of about 18 
Phil Spitalny) 
| Broadway bow. 


and is making 


Johnny Koy is a personable young- 
(so announced by 
his 
He's a tapster in the 


Paul Draper style, working in tails | 
ithroughout, and mixing up his taps 


|'with ballet touches. 


for a newcomer, 


He's surprisingly assured and deft | 
evidencing pains- | 


'taking schooling and doubtless hide- | 


away audience priming. 

| Youngster bespeaks of much prom- 
ise in his show biz career. An in- 
| Stinctive showmanship is manifest by 
;the attempts at different-styled tap 
j}dancing and his general manner 
|grooves him properly for stage or 
| cafe floor work. Abel. 


| WILMA NOVACK 
| Singing, Dancing 
| 10 Mins. 
Mother Keliy’s, Saratoga, N. Y. 
A hard-working performer who 
puts much energy into her work, 
| Wilma Novack is a hotcha single do- 
ing swing songs and dances. She 
| goes at a high speed all the way 
when on the floor, opening her various 
| stints with a song, and topping it off 
| with the hoofing. 





| 


JUNE LORRAINE 
Metric : 

6 Mins.; One (Band Set) 
Paramount, N. Y. 

Femme mimics have always been 
|a rarity. Miss Juliet (Delf) was a 
yesteryear vaudeville outstander- 
artists like Sheila Barrett of the 
present day are unique because of 
the same reason. All of which au- 
'gurs well for June Lorraine, 

She's a petite brunet, rather cute 
and doing her stuff in assured, saucy 
and fetching manner. She has ar- 
rived at a good premise in focusing 
audience attention on the fact that 
foremost stage and screen artists 
really cement audience interest via 
their optics. 

She proceeds to illustrate it with 
the Lionel Barrymore arched right 
eyebrow; the Charles Laughton 
‘mean’ leer; and with the aid of a 
blonde wig, an equally good Bette 
Davis impression. The selling of the 
mimicry via the optical hypnotism 
is a good touch and well carried 
through by Miss Lorraine. 

A solid click here, backed by the 
Phil Spitalny band, she had to beg 
off because of running time. A cinch 
for variety theatres and/or cafes. 

Abel, 


GLORIA WHITNEY 


Equipped with selling ability and | Singing 


throwing a lot of personality into 
| her work, Miss Novack is a hit here 
‘and should go forward fast. Her 
songs are of the pop, zingy swing 
| variety, Char, 


| THE CHANSONETTES (3) 
Harmony Singing 

|6 Mins, 

| Music Hall, N. Y. 

| Three charming femmes in pink 
| party gowns which quickly suggest 





| they won’t do ‘Flat Foot Floogie,’ | 


|The Chansonettes, harmony 
lean to the kind of music mother gen- 
| erally prefers. Voices are good and 
| the harmony work efficient. 
Threesome on show here opens 
with a semi-classical song in ‘one,’ 
| going to full stage for house’s glee 
club backing, to do a popular ballad. 
Not for Harlem hot spot but quite 
satisfactory for the average picture 
house and the more refined night 
clubs. Char, 


| NEWELL and STAGER 

Piano, Songs 

12 Mins. 

Mother Kelly’s, Saratoga, N, Y. 

A piano-singing male team which 
works in the floor show as well as a 
table attraction, singing popular 
| numbers as well as specials that are 

on the fringe. Additionally, Newell 
‘and Stager, one at the piano and the 
other leaning on it, do request num- 
bers. 

Act gets satisfactory results, the 
voices and the harmony results be- 
ing good. Is more the type of turn 
that suits for floors than for stages, 
though it would fit for vaudeville 
purposes where the houses are of the 
| more intimate type. Char. 


trio, | 


| 


Mins, 

Mother Kelly’s, Saratoga, N. Y. 

Gloria Whitney, who has worked 
in New York niteries, is a swing 
singer who sells herself and her 
numbers in a very effective manner, 
indicating considerable promise, 
either for floors or theatres. 

When caught here, youthful vocal- 
ist did ‘Basin Street,’ a hot blues: 
‘What Goes Up Must Come Down,’ 
and an arrangement of ‘My Heart 
Belongs to Daddy.’ Char. 











Recognized by all as the Leading 
Tailors to Americans 


SIDNEY FISHER 


75/77 Shaftesbury Avenue 
PICCADILLY, LONDON, W. 1. 

















THE INTIMATES 


‘Tops in Intimate Entertainment’ 
A iQuartet of Versatile Soloists Fea- 
turing Distinctive Vocal and Instru- 
menotal Arrangements, 
Currently at ARNOLD'S, 
Cape May, N. J. 
Available after September 16th 
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and Continental 
For the 


RUSSIAN TROIKA 


WASHINGTON, D. C. 
Opening in September for 
Fighth Season—WRITE 
Box 72, Variety, New York 


Russian Artists 
































and theatres of England. 





GALI GALI 


Egyptian Magician 


Currently 6-week return engagement at the Rainbow 
Room and Rainbow Grill in Radio City, New York, after 
a successful 30-week engagement in select smart clubs 


Management MUSIC CORP. OF AMERICA 





¥ tes 


Thanks te Manny Sachs. 


























BILL WEST, Sr. 


PRESENTS 


in “A BILLION BUILDING BLUNDERS’ 





Management: HERMAN CITRON, 30 Rockefeller Plaza, Radio City, New York 


WILLIE WEST and McGINTY 


Closing a Successful Season August 5 in BILLY ROSE’S AQUACADE, New York World’s Fair 


OPENING IN SEPTEMBER FOR ENTIRE 1939-40 SEASON IN 
| CRAZY SHOW, PALLADIUM, LONDON 
“They can roar you as hilariously as a convention of clowns—a first-rate episode in convulsion.”—Brooks Atkinson, NEW YORK TIMES. i 
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Benny the Bum Regains Liquor 
License, But Stays Shut Anyhow 








Philadelphia, Aug. 8. 


Booze license of Benny Fogelman, 
operator of Benny the Bum’s, which 
was revoked by the State Liquor 
Control Board last month, was re- 
stored Friday (4) by court order. 
Judge Harry S. McDevitt reduced 
the penalty on the spot to 60 days 
suspension. The length of time for 
which tickets were lifted by the 
board for six other cabarets was also 
cut. 

Fogelman closed his place just 
three days before the court order 
was issued. He had kept open de- 
spite the revocation by taking the 
appeal. Although he could now re- 
open by paying a $10 a day forfeit 
to the liquor board for each day’s 
suspension—$600 in all—he said yes- 
terday he would remain closed for 
the period. Hot weather and general 
conditions have left nitery biz here 
at its lowest ebb since repeal of pro- 
hibition. 

Benny’s license was revoked and 
his $2,000 bond ordered forfeited for 
selling after hours and on Sundays. 
His attorney, County Commissioner 
Morton Witkin, admitted when the 
appeal was heard by the court that 
Benny was guilty, but declared the 
penalty was too severe. He said a 
large number of employees would 
be thrown out of work. 

Liquor board was also overruled 
by McDevitt in the case of the Em- 
bassy Club, Twentieth Century Tav- 
ern and Little Rathskeller. In each 
case a 90-day suspension was re- 
duced to 30 days. All three niteries 
will pay $300 forfeit and remain | 
open. 

Simultaneously, another judge in| 
another court also gave the liquor | 
board a drubbing on three sentences | 
it had meted out. Judge Raymond | 
Mac Neille cut the suspension of the | 
Yacht Club, operated by Stanley | 
Carroll, from 60 days to 35 days. | 
Johnny Magee’s Ciub 15 received 
similar leniency. Revocation of the 
license of Tumble Inn was reduced 
to a 75-day suspension. 

Upstate the Liquor Board used an- 








LORD& | 
STEWART 


Tailors of Today— | 
And Tomorrow 








LONDON: 19 Albemarle Street 
PICCADILLY, W. 1 


NEW YORK: 660 FIFTH AVENUE 














PLAYING THEATKE DATES 


“THE THURSTON SHOW” 


World's Largest Magic Show | 
BOOKED SOLID SEPT. 20 


Write PAGE & LONG, Hollywood [| 
Wire 8736 Asheroft Ave., Cal. 











Best Coffee in England 


QUALITY INN 


Leicester Square 
LONDON, WEST-END 








other method to cut down the num- | 
ber of drinkeries to the prescribed | 
proportion of one to each 1,0 

population. It refused to renew the | 
licenses of 220 of approximately | 


3,000 places that applied. Philadel- police raid on handbook, looked on. | 


phia licenses are due for renewal 
on Nov. 1 and similar action is' 
expected. 

Local option fight is now going on | 
throughout the state, with almost 
500 communities scheduled to vote 
on it this fall. Wets are trying to | 
avoid options in towns where liquor | 
is now legal by claiming that the 
interval between primaries and mu- 
nicipal elections falls three days 
short of the required 60 days. 


IOWA NITERIES 
HIT BY RAIDS 


Des Moines, Ia., Aug. 8. 


Nitery operators in Iowa face a 
clamping down as a result of recent 
raids instigated by state officials. 
Safety commissioner Karl Fischer | 
issued orders to all cdunty officials 
to comply with all gambling and 
liquor enforcement laws. 

Subsequent raids on 16 night clubs 
and taverns in Iowa city, personally 
led by Fischer, resulted in a state-. 
wide closing down, Raids at Ot- 
tumwa, Des Moines, Council Bluffs 
and other Iowa cities followed the 
Iowa City raid, with state agents 
assisting county officers. 

In Des Moines more than 75 pa- 
trons were arrested at the Silver 
Dollar night club, and deputy sher- 
iffs and state agents raided the Sky- 
line and Wooden shoe taverns out- 
side the city limits. 











Saranac Lake 


By Happy Benway 





A. J. Balaban likes it here. He has 
made arrangements for the winter at 
Lake Placid. 

‘Uncle’ Henry Berlinghoff (Morris 
office) all hopped up over the fact 
that he’s a grandfather again. 

Thanks to Amy Schiff (M-G, New 
York) for the Canadian coins sent 
here. 

The old NVA home, 80 Park Ave- 
ue, now houses Cuban and Spanish 


| ozoners, 


The Day Nursery, sponsored for 
years by the late Bill Morris, 1s 
ready to be torn down. 

The Mannie Lowys back ozoning 


| after a week’s vacash at Rudy Val- 


lee’s camp in Maine. 

Eddie Ross (Four Carleton Boys). 
who was operated on three times and 
has been on the job two years, has 
ended a successful vacash here to 
resume work again at his Eighth 
avenue, N. Y., grill. 

Chick Dumont around after months 


iin bed, 


WNBZ handed out eats to the 
fresh-air N. Y. kids who vacashed 
here. 

Bill Headley, Wilmington ex-man- 


ager, angling on upper Saranac lake 


Dick Worid red-painting his camp 
at Franklin Falls for his Broadway 
visitors. 

Bill White grows everything on 
Camp Intermission farm but pine- 
apples. 

Frank Smith has licked two seri- 
ous operations in as many weeks. 





(Write to those who are ill). 





SHOW” and One Month at 





BOB DU PONT 


THE COMEDY JUGGLER 


DIRECT FROM 


38 WEEKS AT THE LONDON PALLADIUM, “CRAZY 


NOW IN THIRD WEEK 
STRAND THEATRE, NEW YORK 





The AMBASSADOR, PARIS 





| to her hotel. 


VAUDE—NIGHT CLUBS 


VARIETY 45 








Det. Dancer Killed, 
Sweetheart Pinched 


Detroit, Aug. 8. 
John Mohan is being held on mur- 
der charge here following the shoot- 
ing to death of Helen Chertof, who 
hoofed under the name of Helen 
Ross. Shooting occurred last week 
while 100 persons, gathered to watch 





Miss Chertof, who worked with 
Betty Menendez for the past year in 
various niteries here, was shot down 
as she walked from a beauty parlor 
Mohan said he had 
been in love with victim. 


Loew’s Lining Up Bands for D.C.; Its. 
N.Y. State Also in Spot for Orchs 








Loew’s, which is out of the run- 
ining on bands in New York, has 
lined up five crews for its Capitol, 
in Washington. First one in is 
Woody Herman’s, opening Friday 
(11). Other bands are set as far 
ahead as January. Glenn Miller's 
|erew goes in Aug. 25; Larry Clinton, 
| Sept. 22; Phil Spitalny, Oct. 6, and 
| Artie Shaw's bunch on Jan. 5. 

In N. Y., Loew's, at the State, 
; can’t stand the gaff of competition 


|from the Paramount and Warners 
| Strand. Both of these houses, be- 
'cause of first-run pix, are in the 
| position of offering bands two and 
| three-week dates, whereas the State, 
| second-run, is only a one-week 
vaudfilm spot. As result, the Broad- 
way Loew house has to be centent 
with whatever b.o. musical crews 
get, or else straight variety shows 
although the house gets its quota of 
‘names like Vallee, Ted Lewis, etc. 
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Labor—the IATSE. 


members. 


in the world. 


member of the A F 


IATSE guarantees 


for AFA members. 


INFORMATION. 


QUARTERS. ) 


FERRED 
AUGUST 1, 1939. 


INITIATION: 


CHICAGO, 














strong 


cooperation of seasoned labor leaders. 


MEMBERSHIP 


PRINCIPALS: 


DUES:—$18.00 a year payable 
$4.50 quarterly. 


DEATH BENEFIT RESERVE: $1.00 


GEORGE E. BROWNE 


International President 


AFA BRANCH OFFICES: 


TORONTO, C 
LOS ANGELES, CALIF. 
SAN FRANCISCO, CALIF. 


ANADA 


DIVISION A of the I. A T. S. E. and M. P. M O. 
OF THE UNITED STATES & CANADA 


Affiliated with the American Federation of Labor 


NOTICE 10 ALL AUTOR 


The American Federation of Actors is now a division of one of the 
oldest, soundest and strongest internationals of the American Federation of 


Under its agreement with the IATSE, the AFA shall exercise its own 
autonomy and will retain its present officers and council members, so that 
its growth and expansion within the entire theatrical field is assured. 
IATSE will give the AFA every aid, assistance and advice for the mutual 
advantage of AFA members and the IATSE. 


The AFA retains its own constitution and by-laws, but they shall not 
conflict with the constitution of the IATSE. 


The AFA has joined an international A F of L union with 813 locals 
throughout the United States and Canada and with more than 60,000 
The IATSE’s half century of experience now stands behind the 
AFA and will help the AFA continue to be the fastest growing actor union 


The AFA now adds the leadership of George E. Browne, international 
president of the IATSE, who is also a vice-president and executive council 


of L. 


The AFA officers and council are happy that the affiliation with the 


financial hacking, 


NOW IS THE TIME FOR ALL PERFORMERS TO JOIN US IN THE 
FIGHT FOR A BET’ 
FOR BETTER SALARIES AND CONDITIONS. 
OR CALL IN PERSON AT AFA HEADQUARTERS, 1560 BROADWAY, 
NEW YORK, OR ANY AFA BRANCH OFFICE LISTED BELOW FOR 


FER SHOW BUSINESS, FOR 


IF YOU ARE ALREADY A MEMBER, THEN MAKE SURE THAT 
YOU RETURN THE SIGNED DUPLICATE MEMBERSHIP CARD WHICH 
HAS BEEN MAILED TO YOU. 
DUPLICATE MEMBERSHIP CARD, THEN CHECK WITH AFA HEAD- 
IF YOU ARE NOT IN GOOD STANDING, YOUR TRANS. 
AUTOMATICALLY START 
REGARDLESS OF HOW MUCH DUES YOU OWE, 
YOU CAN PUT YOURSELF IN GOOD STANDING IMMEDIATELY IF 
YOU SIGN AND RETURN THE DUPLICATE MEMBERSHIP CARD! 


THERE IS NO INCREASE IN INITIATION OR DUES FEE. 


(iF YOU 


WILL 


$10.06 


SOPHIE TUCKER 


President 


ILL. 


sound 
The AFA knows this affiliation will 
mean greater strides toward betterment of working conditions and salaries 


WRITE, WIRE, PHONE 


DO NOT 


CHORUS: 


INITIATION: $5.00 


DUES:—$12.00 a year payable 
$3.00 quarterly. i 


DEATH BENEFIT RESERVE: $1.00 


RALPH WHITEHEAD 


Executive Secretary 


AFA BRANCH OFFICES: 


BOSTON, MASS. 
PHILADELPHIA, PA. 
PITTSBURGH, PA. 

DETROIT, MICH. 





The 


advice and the 


MORE WORK AND 


RECEIVE THE 


AS OF 
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Variety Bills 





NEXT WEEK (August 11) 
THIS WEEK (August 4) 


Numerals in connection with bills below indicate opening day of 
show, whether full or split week 


Farmer Orc | 


| 
| 
er 3 Paradise 
Hotel Roosevelt 
i hy Vel | 


Hotel Savoy-Plaza 





sarde 








London 








WASHINGTON | 





Paramount 





NEW YORK CITY Gi 














NEW YORK CITY 
Music Hall (10) 


Week of August 14 


HAMMERSMITH 


Dominion 
Rilly Cotton Ore 
Trocadero Kest, 
Naunton Watne 
Gaston Palmer 
Jeanne Garniet 
Michael Moore 
Adam 
CAMDEN TOWN 
Gaumont 
Herschel Henlere 
Frank Marx «& I 
Pointer 
ay «& Davn 
CLAPHAM 
Granada 
Tack Dovle & M 
(iordon Ray Gls 
Art Gregory Ore 
RAST HAM 
Granada 
Rebla 
Donald Peers 
Clevettes 
Premier 
Chris Gill Co 
Spallas 
Joe tiastings 
GRNENWICH 
Granada 
Rebla 
Donald Peers 
Clevettes 


Shepherds Bush 


i Howard 

ght Brigade 

W aldorf- 
Astoria Fred Whitney 

(Starlight Roof) Fred Bis! “ 

Lombardo Ore Ethel Gilbert 


WALTHAMSTOW 


George Shelley 





Nina Whitney 


Folies Bergere 


Provincial 


R shalls 
Paul Sparr Ore 
International Casino | 











3RD WEEK 


PDUCHIN ORCH. 


LYNN ROYCE and VANYA 
MARK J. LEDDY 





ABERDEEN 
Tivoli 
Frank Boston 
Virginians 
EDINBURGH 
Royal 
Jack Radcliffe 
Meller & Clare 
Norman & Curnot 
4 Smith Bros 


Henderson 2 
Kellawa & Alvis 
Hugh MchKenna 


Roth 
ro . 
teN.0S 


minine Notes 


Jimmy Kelly’s 
apello Ore 











Cabaret Bills 


ane 














McDonald & Ross 


WASHINGTON 


PHILADELPHIA 





World’s Fair 





Crystal Palace 


Congress of Beauty 





Independent 





a 


MILWAULKEE 


Hippodrome (11) 


MINNEAPOLIS 


uy 





NEW YORK CITY 


Arrowhead Ina 
(Saratoga) 

Ernie Holst Ore 
Mary Jane Walsh 
Raul & Eva Re 
Barney Gallant's 
‘arter & Bowie 
Mitzi O'Neill 


Bill Bertolotti's 


Angelo’'s Rh’mba Bd 


nn & Marion 
Madalyn White 
Lita Mova 

Ann Sultana 


Jean Ellington 


Bill's Gay 90's 
“lorence Wyman 
Stuart Young 

7? ? 


L.o Line 


Spike Hat yn 
Harry Donnelly 
Harold Willard 
| ‘Tex O'Neil 
Ruby Norton 


Club 18 
Jack White 


| Pat Harrington 


Jane Reynolds 


saye Dixon 
rankie Hyers 
Zila Gaynes 
feale St Bovs 
Vine (Curran 


( » Sol :] 
M a «“Del Rosar 
\l i Del Ca 
Frobado 
) a 


{ oq Rouge 


~ rr © 


Cotton Club 


Cab ¢ wa oO 
I I ) n 

! +] 
1 i 
Katt ne P 
( 4 
Rubs 


Son & Sannv 
Vodery (¢ 

Cuban Casino 
Aug Sanabrio © 


Quart Mareano © 
Dolores & Rod'guez 


Don Casanova 
La Milonguita 


Diamond Horseshoe 


| Noble Sissle Ore 


Don McGrane Ore 


Fritzi Scheff 


Buddy Dovle 


Margot Brander 
Frank Libuse 
Tom Patricola 
Joe How 1 
Clyde Hager 


Mangean Tr 
Lucille Johnson 
| Emma Francis 
| Lulu Bates 
Willie Solar 


| Harry Armstrong 
Elizabeth Murray 


El Chico 


Tere 1 Osta 
H rin ¢ r 
Ma 4 ir i io 
Ju 1 Huarte O 


Havana-Madrid 


Hickory House 


Hotel Ambassador 


Pddie Davis Ore 


Hotel Astor Root Smith Ore 


Geo Sterney Orc 


Murphy 


Martin Ore 
0k 
Conrad 


Bilimore Bowl John 


(Casino on the Pk) 


Cafe La Maze 


Bernay 


Earl Carroll 


Hotel McAlpin elie” le 
Nonchalantsa é 
Angulardo Or Glen Paget 


Woods 


Manbattan Koom) 


VA RIETY 


Hotel Park Centrat { Marjorie Gainsw'th 
(Cocoanut Grove) | Miami Koom 


Jerry Livingston 


rsey Ore Ramon & Annette 
ard } 7 
ight | Mon Paris 
Herfut Charlie Murray Ore 
Mary Cohan 
h Jimmy Rogers 


Emery Deutsch O 
Jack Watldror 
Jania Andre 





Gil & EP Mason 
tti Ore Vera Ellen 
| Budd & B Bru 
| Bob Parker 
George Vik All 
rtin Ore | Barry Mehint 
iam Valya Valentinof® 
ie Rex Weber 
Morits | Les Ghezzis Co 
(sky Gardens) Place Elegante 
Sherr Ore Ted Quinn Or 
Barry tM Parrell 
Louvier ten Kaufman 
Tommy Mills 
Adams Irve Harris 
' P Rex Gavitte 
Hotel St. Kegis : ' 
(Viennese Roof) Plantation Club 
Steele Skeet Folbert Ore 
Ore Barrington Guy 
inde Ore Sally Gooding 
Mart Ross Collins 
Forest Joyce Beasley 
McLean Nene & Mstela 
Stewart Lillian Fitzgerald 
Singer Al & Freddie 
Parke Harris & Scott 
ls Rubberneck Holmes 
Christina Stevens 
hards Queen Mary 
Taft | Toe Ellis On 
: i Consuelo Flowertor 
Light Ore | ae en sires 
Mann Tean Walters 
Ilines 


Roberia Walsh 
Rita Bell 


Dorothy Whitney 


tor 


Tova Gus Wicke 
Cugat Ore Joe Gallagher 
Jalna Rainbow Grill 
Rarry Winton Ore 
Warwick Marlynn & Michael 


Rainbow Room 
Al Donahue Ore 


Paula Welly 
Hyde Jack Cole Co 
Lee Gali Gali 
Fram Anne Gerard 
Berle Eddie Le Baron Ore 
Carmen Riviera 
hey A (Ft. Lee, N. 1.) 
cs Ore 
Co Ted Fio Rito Or 





Howard Taliv Ore 
Joe E Lew 
tuve & Naldi 


A Sweet | ! 
Frazee Sisters 
' 


| > Jitterbugs 
| Miss Trixie 
| Chester Hale Co 


i . | 
raye Ross Fenton Farm 
Aloma (Asbury Pk, N.J.) 
| D k Gasparre O 
| Ramon & Eenita 
Schaub | Terry Lawlor | 
y Shannon Kleanor Fre h 
‘sey de la Plante | Show Bar 


nartre Boys (Forest Hills) 
Higgins | 

Hawkins 

Comfort 

‘les & Christine 
Rockwood 

Gene Walters 

Kat Clab 

Durant Ore 

Saulters 

o Roberson 


Bobby Dav Ore 
Anne Palmer 
Herbert Fields 
Slim Tanne: 
Muriel Terry 
Fred Deland 
Harry Adaies 


Stork Club 


Sonny Kendis Ore 
Monchito ©O 





Hale 
Middleton The Troe 
Rhode Ron Perry O 
mnie Har! s Boogie Woog s 
>W | Pete lohncon 
oper | Mead Lux Lewls 
Parks Alb An ns 
pestis Versailles 
Ia Conga Nicholas @’ Amico 
llores Panchito Or 
Ruiz Teddy Rodriguez ¢ 
Carita Juanita Rios 
te ” Nina Orla 
elle lary \\ 2 
Ore Toseph a 
Larue Ko Bru 
red Bru 
Oscar Lonvez 


Rouge Village Bara 





Gwen Williams 
Freda Sullivar 
Polly Jenkins Co 
Noll & Nolan 


Eddie’ 
she Lou Valero 
Walter Donahue 
Billy Burt ( 
Whirling Top 


& Tita Geo Morris O 


& Rain | Trene Stanlev 
rdan iG & C Herbert 
eS { Russell Dra ’ 

n | Mar rare S 

Flippen ' Sally VPayne 


LOS ANGELES 
bl 


n Or 


tliente Hawaiian Paradise 
| Mabel ke 4 
1 ’ | 
> } Sam Iho Ore 
a | Indigo Cafe 
, sid Bro 
lllar Ore ’ " | ln 1 
Jacl l’rost 
et La Conga 
i Dori la " 
in { ia 7, ()) 
b Ball fi | le 
ore Rese seid Little Club 
Jane Jones 
Cocoanut Grove | pay) foandall 
irtmans | Gra e Paliwer 
ka _ 
Ker Ore | Mareus Daly 
Don Fran “oO Or 
tevens | The Mandala 
\ Sis 


} June Wilgoier 
Joe Orti 
Palomar 


Fianoal I 
Shots rlonel ee) 





Dick 
Miller Gra e. 
Talince 1 Am! t 
Craig Leon 
anva | Dick 
| Archie Bleyer Ore Will ¢ 
Florentine Garden Paris Ina 
Roberts Ore Domini 
tohertson Shriner 2 & M 
ivnton Jack « Till neil 
Jo Williams 
frrace Hayes Lodge » cant ti 
card Marg'rite & M’rtin 


|} Ted Rodriguez Ors 
Pennsylvania) Owens & Parker 


iy Do 


Radio Brank’s Club 


ty 


Howard Wo Iu Ore 


ly Henrysoa 

I Mba . 
HW Miu 

blelerw AM 

Chuck lien oO 


nas ! 

Koy Phowanrd 
Max bidtl 
Rill Tanhin 
Wa is > 


Seven Seas 


Dant hasnne 
Ha sha 

Mel Peterson 

j lian Gibson 
Al Mctnivre 

kK bush Quartet 


Stapsy Mavie's 


Maxie Rosenbion 
\ cruise) AMinthe 


serry branes 


CHICAGO 


Ambassador Hotet 


(Vump Room) 
HM i | Ore 


Don & Audrey Le 


(The Buttery) 
LeMatire Rhumba 


Bismarck Hotel 
(Wataut Room) 


Hadley (Cls 


tonsolo & Melba 


Rob Beliiont 


Bert Gra 





Herby Watsh 
Red tlield 


Phil Levant Ore 


Blackhawk 


Tohnoms Davis Ore 


Don Pedro Ore 
Hillvw © i 
Betty Van 
June Glory 


Jimmy Byrnes 


Blackstone Hotel 
(ifalinese Mim) 


Tean Toa 


Winbasss Bovs Ore 


Bon Air 
Svivia Froos 
Mario & FE loria 
eoreie Tapps 
Dolly Arden 


Don Orlando Ove 


Dean Murphy 


Mnrie Madriguera O 


Kose Girls 


Brevoort Hotalt 
(Crystal Koom) 


Annette Ke 


nnedy 
Hane Navrdulli 


Gertrude Tobin 


Bob Billings 


Broadmont 


IL.vdia Ha a 
Bob-O-1 1 Gis 
> Novi 

Margie tla 

Do Pep ' 
Retr Mar 1 
Winifred rarles 


Herb Rudolphs Or 


Chea Buckley 


Bernie Green 
Mol! Manor 
Sain Brotaberg ¢ 
Natasha 
Sum Bar 

Club Al 
Wavne amily 
Hinder Or 


Clab Alabam 


Ann Su 

Sadie Moore 

Rio & Rita 

Bee Ha 

Paull > lia Pier 
Dave tnell © 
Dorothy Dale 


Eddie Rot Ore 

Club Minuet 
Sherry Wynne 
Renee Villon 
Het Hi 


Colosimos 


Willie S ’ 
Robe a Jona 
Roth & B fun 
Ginger Manners 
Hat the Mule 
Lie Mason 
Pa Mia 
Via S 

" ) oO 


Pronaph Gis 
Club Delisa 


AT Dixon 

l ‘ 

Hh & Bil 

7. i Sm 

\ long 
T’st ~ le 
Billy bck n 
Rhythn Willie 


Charles Isom 
Partello Gis 
Red Satindera Or 


Congress Hotel 
(Glass Hat Km) 


(Peacock Rm) 


Joe Vera 


(fompeiian Km) 


[i = Margraft 
Dutch's 


Kdgewater Beach 


Hotel 

(Beach Walk) 
Lawrence Welk 
‘I jred intes 
Novelle Bros 
Bole Brae 
J Hu » 
(hiu \ > 
i > \ ttha Ks 
Marine 4 


Ra mond Arias 
Belva Whiie 


Famous Door 


BEsthar Whittington 


tryan Wolf 


Al Robinson Ore 


Franke’s Casino 


Marian Ford 

Ba > & Jiavvzelton 
Billi Rog 4 
Buddy Kirhbie 
Rocka Elisworth 
Bob Tinsley Ore 


Somerset House 


4 





Graemere Hotel 
House Km) | Hal Barbou: 
Dbeone VPage 


| Sia Lang Ors 


| Helen Sumer 


Mary W Kilpatrick | 


| Spyros Stamos 
Don Quixote Ore 





| (Blue Front Room) | 


Ponchita 
Celiu Villa 





Morrison Hotel 





Palmer House 


(Panther Room) 


| Mee 
| Geo Altiniller | . 
MILWA 
Athletic Club 
{fal Munro Or 
Chet & Marcia 
Bert Pihillip’s 
Pep Babler Ore 
| Ethel Seidel 
Blatz Palm 
Don Pedro O 
Cardinal Club 
Jay Burt Or: 


Silhouette Club 








Wednesday, August 9, 19% 


Sam Sweet 
Billie tanks 
Kd Wayne 
Les Rovle 


liazel Zalus 


Silwer brolice 
Harry Harris 


ube Sherman 
Les DPovle 
Fay Wallace 
Art Freeman 
606 Club 
Billy Carr 
Margret I's 
Madelon Mach 
Dolly Reekles 


Jean Williai 
Connie 
Sally O'Day 


Marne 
Joan Dare 


Boots lurnse 
| Joan Woods 
Taslor & Alle 
Don & Letty 
Jessie Roseila 


rolly Sterling 


Sol Lake Ore 


ripoli 3 
Subway 


Lerraine War 
Florence Nels 
Roszicka Cardos 
Jackie Darling 
Marcia 
Chiquita 

Bob Jatfe 
Harry Saix © 


Suzie *Q’ 


Millicent Dewi 


Vivian Stewar 
Red Wilsou ¢ 
Thompson's 16 Club 
Rav Raynolds 
June Scott 
Betty Chase 
Vicki & Kay 
Ann Bolin 


PHILADELPHIA 


Anchorage 


Nick Fantazzi 
Johony Graff 
Klaine 
Terry 


Thomas 


(Malaga, N. 


Adele DeVere 
Mildred Bensor 
Ethel Maed 
Frankie 
Wait Tempte 
Club Morocco 


Schiu 


Barrett & Bar 
Aunes Will 


harlie Gains 


| Dutkin’s Rathakeller 


Frank Pontt 


Kane & Harri 
Bettys Mann 


oe® Srv 
rving 

Embassy 
Villa 


Rettv Brod- 
Vil na ih ta 
Pedre Blanco 
George Clifford 


Mary Doole 
Mdith Cunningham 
Jimmy Parri 


1523 Clob 


Swing King O 


,Vvonne Vionoti 
lind Ter 
Beverly Fishe 
Dolores M il 
orene Rhoda 


Forty-One Clab 


Reds & ¢ | 


erri Van 

fray ibe 
harley Rua 
mandy Tha 


Oquillar Ho 
Bernice Arn 


Juanita John 


hi Williaiss 


| Gruber’s Hof 


| Gavin White 
, , 


a‘ 


Keil Sis 
Harris Tavern 


Alabama Co 
Bobby Lyons 
| Greta LaMa 


Betty Thomas 

Hildebrand's 
Harry Holl 
Bill ; li 


Phi iss La R 
Norma Pa 

itl ” ‘ 

1 > Ha 

Mr X 


Bobby Lee O 


Hotel Adelphia 
(Hawatian Rov) 


Aloha Kuaimfl 


Jack Lynch's 
(H Walton Row) 


Vincent Rizzo 


Barney Zeeman 
‘ass Frank} 
Glamour ¢ r 
Helen ITeaih 
Noll & Nolan 
Mare Batlero 
Kileon ‘ 
|} Sally LaMarr 


Jimmy Blake 
Joe Iraseito O 


Jack's Grille 


eslie Sis 


Marquits 
Josephine Bo 


anet 
‘anl Kane 


>» (‘vo 





Fasesiw 


Frankie Donia 


arlos Alolinas Ore 


Winons Gardens 


Donaldson 
O Donnell 
Cadillac Tavern 
Kiddie 
Berry Bros 
Orzie Wells 
kKippie Velez 
Henrique & 
Billy Hayes O1 
Cafe Moroney 
May Metf.auel 
Hlal Pratt On 
Tessie Nelson 
Cedarwood Cabin 


Air’ 





Braslow Ore 











Gatden 























es A 
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VARIETY 





Chez Paree 
Wally Valentine 


wre 

Clover Club 
Jing Brynd Ore 
«ab Horvath 
Faye Roberts 
Mary Kaye 
cjeo & Ruth 
2 Coeds 

Club Forest 
Virginia Grey 
Berdine Dickson 
Helen Kave 
Vera Welsh 
Mickey Goldman 

Club Madrid 
Cookie Harding Or 
Arturo & Evelyn 
Edna Enrico 
Dorothy Maye 
Club Milwaukean 
Otto Richter Ore 


Club Sahara 
Gordie Bennett Ore 


Club Terrie 


Gordon Genschore 
Mona Henderson 
Ethel Warren 
Phil Keastin 
Kathleen Kaye 
Dale & Dale 
Jean Renard 
June Hurley 
Edith Rae 

Congo Club 
Randolph & R 
Christine Mayberry 
Irma Wagener 
Yvonne Broadway 
Cristana Buckner 
Morton Brown 
Leonard Gay Ore 


Cornies Ship 
Myron Stewart Ore 
Bobbie Stuart 
Ralph Lewis 
Fadya Kubikoft 
Louis Streeter 

Devines Eagles 
Bob Garrity Oro 
Gloria Gale 

Mamie’s Grotto 
Gus Brhley Ore 

Hotel Schroeder 

(Empire Room) 
Billy Baer Oro 
Roy Bast 
Virg Hoffman 

Karl Ratsch’s 
fepple Boch Ore 
Helene Sturn 
Walter Merhoff 
Marguerite Dibble 

Lareen’s 
Ray Meadowe Ore 

Last Round Up 
Jimmy Raye Oro 
Ken Keck 

Lindy's 
Betty Gray 
Marty Hoff 
Victor 

Log Cabin 
Car) Bergman Ore 

Miami Club 
Trudy De Ring 
Rolando & V'detta 
Yvonne Kerr 
Helen Everett 
6 Brucettes 
Avis Kent 
Joe Rio 
Ray Martell 
Pegsy Geary 
Gene Emerald 
Johnny Davie Ore 

Modernistic 
Jack Teagarden O 
Captain Gregg 
len Esche 

faureen Rosay 

teve Swedis Oro 
Oasis 

Bert Bailey Ore 

Bnooks Hartman 

Old Heldelberg 
Eddie Zipp Ore 
Donna LuPau 
Ria De Vere 
Peggy Hall 
St Clair & Durand 
Nonie Morrison 
Louls Streeter 
Bobbie Rae 

Paris 

66@ Gumin Ore 


| 
| Cappy 





Keuny Kay 





erormeeee 9 
| 
Little Ray Riviera Billy Rizzo Billie Harris { President Hotel | - 
Plankinton House | Earl Melien Ore George Weber , F Farmery Ore | Lola King Ore 
(Red Koom) | Show Boat Buzz Mayer ) a & Cole | Rooney & Timberg » 
Mariow Sis | Hf Middieman Ore West View Paradise Club Theodore & Den’ha Ouse CVICWS 
Plantation Club | vere & Arlene Jack Crawford Orc! Chariie Jonson Or Elisa Harris 
Bert Bailey Ore | Sky-tue Harry Crawford 6 Lindy Hoppers | annem. —- 
Mary Webb Tommy Dolan Ore | Cari Miller | Wila Mae Low = alumbo'e) - 
Plantation 6 | Union Gril) Cub Sg | Willie Jackson | Lee Rartel C10 ick 
Brown & Lyons Sam T. Rees | Bill Bailey | Deno & Lee M M Cc picket clubbing by police 
Hunky Brown get a. Ritchey Circus | Edward Sis 6 atin eas INNESOTA, PLS. aroused adverse comment by this 
. on | ran , 7 % } aloahe . mnettes ; , “9 « - ‘ S 
y ee | the taadverte Willows : pate ah _— Toppers ‘(Continued from page 1G) audience when caugni. 
4 ‘ Red Nichols Ore ee | Pops & LeRoy Metro scores j sedlv ace 
Rendezvous | Webster Hall Bill Darnell coe eee. 6] ren Mell —_ ltual first oon y 8 Sane battles 
| Nelson Maples Ore | Johnny Dutt } asmond & Ford | Jon Arthur Ore - ’ oo ae ae 
Bed Mathosos Ore | Neleon Maple Johnny Dutty Henr; Wetzel aaa eet ae a acts, the Marfields, undistinguished | punctuated by artillery duels; 
Rendezvous 12 CLEVELAND | Billy Gr ft 4 anna Mat Tiranée: ballroom terpers, Chinese girl battalions and crowds 
La Nore Sis | Kitty Murray mr Fg oto dn llin Line is on first for a tennis num-| fleeing Chunkiang air raids by Japs 
a bh ada Alpine Village Hatton’s Club | Mae Lewis * Al Shelleday ber; they’re in white sweaters and | Movietone also ties in with battle 
ne soll aig Otto Thurn Ore Fred Heikell short skirts, swinging rackets, The | scenes of Russ-Jap conflict in Mon- 
Jerry Lynn R'ards & Adrienne} Lois Miller | production turn brings them out in} golia, showing Russian plane being 
Billy Lamont nh gy A a Ra Hi Vi ; rosecolored gowns and their finale; brought down and the captured 
Reno Herman Pirchner | Mary Jane tt at. anagers | comprises barelimbed military pre-| Soviet aviators and wounded soi- 
Biff Blake Ore Alle cision tapping in striking uniforms | diers. 
i Avalon Hote! Allerton | 7 : , , " P ae 
+ ss cg Fa as B a Sondra & J Steele | of plumed hats, white saiin jackets | ee happenings, showing mini- 
usty Banks y Barron Ore - | and red shorts mum of conflict, are also contributed 
A Greg Bessie Browt Hotel Cleveland | (Conti . Ss. fe tends » al =the sea 
atuae Williams Thelma alee Gene Erwin Ore Sontinues fem gaye 2) More attention to wardrobe and| by Universal, such as Jap blockade 
Helen Claire Bonnie LaVonne Walt Bergen Ore | 


fean Hamilton 
Romona Brownvill 
Hal White 
Scaler's 
George Wald Ore 
Marie Kecky 
Jessie & Viola 
Dorothy Hamilton 
Bing Burdick 
Roma Costello 
3706 Club 
Al Harris Ore 
‘reddy Capp 
Schwarts 
TI. Armstrong 
l, Duchow Ore 
Red Ravin Orc 
Ray Wick 
Jrene Griggs 
Claude Parmenter 


od 


Ore 


Spr 
Bill Davidson Ore 


Six Point Club 
Casper Reda Ore 


State Gardens 


Earl Rigg Ore 
Irene Schrank 
Anita Allen 
Rose Marie 
June Herman 
Eddie Kube 
Flo Bell 
Retty Lene 
Jean Jacques 
Jack & Jill 
Strand Aoner 
Simeon Philipoff 
Hert Snyder 
Eiburta Johnson 
Billie Lamont 


Sunset Club 
Eddie Apple 

Tie Top Tap 
Joey Feldstein Ore 
ken Leslie 
Billy Gray 
Jerry Hergen 
Nina Varela 
Virginia Gibson 
Gene & Connie 
«het Boswell 
Rider Sis 


Town and Country 
Ciub 
Tinney Liveng'd Ore 

Larry Powell 
Irene Burke 
Helen Savagce 
Joan Rogers 
Mignon 
Rags Gallagher 
Joan Harris 
June Cole 
Kay Carroll 

Toy's 
Case V.andia Ore 
té6th & North Clobd 
Kay Crandell Ore 
Wirth'’s Faturistie 
B!ll Schweitzer Ore 
Jack Fexer 
Vailie Jay Ore 
Maureen Rosay 


Rogan & Mann 
Wisconsin Roof 
Fran Meekin Ore 


M Merrymaker 
fom Sheridan 
Lewis 
Arnold Dupre 
Maxine Beguette 
Zunker Gardens 
Lyle Stann Ore 


ore 


PITTSBURGH 


Anchorage 
Hughie Morton Ore 
Maynard Deane 

Arlington Lodge 
Kler Morrison Ore 


Balconades 
Varsity Club Ore 

Bill Green's 
Benny Burton Ore 


Ida Iola 
Bill Birken 


Crest 
Jimmy Smith 
Eddie Jones 
June Gardner 
Jack Rodgers 
Carnevale Puppets 

Club Carlisle 
Red Mitchell Ore 
Club Cariten 

Nell Brant 
Di Carmo 
Nita Norman 


Ore 


Cork and Bottle 
Carla Moore 
Nick Pariilo 

Eddie Peyton's 
Mike Peyton 
Rertha Mulier 
Hazel Calloway 

El Congo 
King Bass Ore 
Connie Simms 
Great Beulah 
Gladys Sage 
Buddy Mack 
The Empress 
Congo Darlings 
Billie McAllister 
Evergreen Gardens 
George Baurer Orc 
Ray Saunders 
Sally Palmer 
Sherry Lane 
Mary Lou Savage 
Carol Crane 
Hotel Henry 

Dale Harkness Orc 

Hotei Jacktown 
Freddy Castle Ore 

Hotel Roosevelt 
Bon Aire 3 

Hotel Schenley 
Neoward Baum Orc 


} Buzz 


Aston 
Jack Rogers 
Hotel Wm Penn 
(Centinental Bar) 
Billy Catizone 
Harry Martin 
Johnny Frits 
Ai DilLernia 
lialian Gardens 
Etsi Covato Ore 
Bernie Perelia 
Michael Strange 
Tohnny Morris 
Dick Smith 
Betty Nylander 
Larvy & Davis 


Nora Lewis 


Kenny wood 


Aé 1 Ballet 

Rea Young Ore 

Ginn Brayvnard 

3 Youngsters 
Monterey 

Billy Springer Orc 
New Penn 

Hu O'Hare Ore 

Marty Miller 

Lhompson Sis 

3 tiot Spots 

Raymond & Arden 
Nixon Cafe 

4) Marsico Ore 

Rob Carter 

chick & Lee 

Yang & Todd 

Maurine & Norva 

Angelo Di Palma 
Nut House 


5 Rhythmaniacs 
Alice Brooks 
Boogy-Woogy 
Jack Lewis 

Zip Klein 
Reggle Dvorak 
Al Mercur 

jim Buchanan 





Harry Nossokoff 
Pines 
M Spitalny Orc 
Hily sherman 
Faye Parker 
Plaza Cafe 
| Jimmy Peyton Or 
|} Lyna & Mason 
| Dewey Moon 
} Aire Chevalier 
; R 
k Smith 





Deane & Thomas 
Dorothney Wayne 


Airway Club 


Troy Singer Ore 
Judy Black 


Cedar Country Club 
Sherdina Walker O 
Slim Themas 

5 Aces of Rhythm 
Ann Baker 
Dorothea Adams 


Cedar Gardens 
Duke Melvin Ore 
Bioomfield & G 
Streamlined Sue 
Duke & Prince 
Dick Montgomery 
Helen Wiles 

Chateaa 
Pete Geraci Ore 
3 Ex-Gentlemen 
Crandall Sisters 
Doreen 
Art West 


College Inn 
Norman Brill Oro 
Robbie Collings 
Jack Raynor 

Freddie's Cafe 


Tony Emma Ore 
Morgan Sis 
Kadie Rollins 
Dolly Dallene 
Clare Ray line 
Eddie Barnes 

Golden Glow 
Paul Simonett! Ore 
Mary Lou 
Gladys Delmar 
Camille 

Gourmet Club 
E Robinson Ore 
Harold Copeland 
Bill Lochman 
Lola Welker 
Harry Meyers 





Hotel Sterling 
Marty Lake Ore 
Rave Shermiun 
Joe Rose 

Hotel Hollenden 
Bob Millar Ore 
Margie Knapp 
Haskell 
Pierce & Roiand 
Judy Janis 
Romany Three 

Jack & Eddie's 
Chick Williams 
Arlene Rice Ore 
Vie Corpora 


Poison Gardner 
Rita White 
Pearl De Luca 
Monaco’s Cafe 
Willard Pott’s Ore 
Marilyn Maynard 
Grant Wilson 
Mounds Club 
Dunes Boys 
Julies DeVorzon 
Jack Webb 
Ohio Villa 
Freddie Carlone 
Mickey Katz 
Olive White 
Zing & Todd 
Gale Sextet 
Southern Taverns 
Ted King Ore 
Don Kaye 
Stanley Club 
Karyl Norman 
Sonny Brooks Ore 
Rilly Bodeway 
Eileen Castle 
Ubangi Clob 
Tommy Barnes Ore 
Hertel Collins 
Ethel Avery 
Rose Morgan 
Sonny Carr 


Or 


DETROIT 


Book-Cadillac Hote) 
(Book Casino) 


Lowry Clark Ore 


(Motor Bar) 
Vic Abbs Ore 


Chene-Trombley 
‘The Drunkard’ 
Marty Souther 
E A Ferguson 
Gertrude Winer 
Billy Morell 
Jim Stevenson Orc 
Eastwood Gardens 
Artie Shaw Ore 
tial Kemp Orc 

Club Imperial 


Huntho Chan 
H'wood Beauties 12 
Marge Mansell 
Nub Brown Ore 


Jefferson Beach 


Cc, Cartwright Ore 
Club Lido 

|} Carroll & Gorman 

( juita 

Bennett 38 

Ralph Fisher Ore 
Nebiolo's 

Yevo & Doro 





| Oble 


| Johnny 


Freddie Maher 

Di Giovanni 

Monty Wysong 

Ray Carlin Oro 
Northwood Inn 

Rita & E OGCehman 


Gregory & Raym’'d 
Marie Kuhiman 
George Smith Oro 


Oasis 
Teonard Seel Ore 
Bertie Herron 
Peggy Fenn 
William Maloney 
Helen Gray 
Edward Fowler 
Milt Arnsman 

Palm Beach 
Amos Jacobs 
Texas Rockets 
Virginia Bouldin 
Vincent Yarrow 
Don Pablo Ore 

Powatan 
Sammy Dibert Ore 

Redford Inna 
Don Miller 

Sake 
Dancing Remos 
Tohnny Hale 
Shirley Handler 
Dorothy Mayo 
Betty Robin 
Don Juan Rodrico O 

San Diego 
Jane Bower 
Nelson Thomas 
Jack Campbell 
Bill Slesnick 
Geo Presnell 
Merle & Earl Ore 

Statler Hotel 

(Terrace Room) 
Frank Gagen Ore 
Bob Allen 


MeFarland 32 
Wesiwood Gardens 
Buddy Rogers Ore 


Ore 





SYRACUSE 


Club Candee 
reon Royky Orc 
fexas Peggy 
Peaches Norman 

Club Irving 
Johnson 
Martin 
tes 
& J 
Enna Jettick 
Ritn Rilo 
Waldos 

Hotel Onondaga 
(Starlight Roof) 
Herb Gordon 
Rovsal Jesters 


ore 
bina 
‘ hansonet 
Horn 
Park 


Ure 


Ore 


Bubettes 
Correa Ore 
Vernon & Vanoff 
Dorothy Wood 
blo & Gloria Hart 


Bath and Torf Club 
Frances Faye 
Carroll Sis 

Frances Shirley 
Jeanne Goodner 


bill Brady 
Celebrity Club 


Erle 








Aian Gate 
Pen 


Trace 


| y 

| Frances Leslie 

i Sonny & S Dahi 
Andrews Sis 
Eddy Bradd Ore 


Chez Paree 
Gypsy Nina 
(reorgetre 
Buddy Bryant 











Clicquot Ciub 
H Alice Fields 

| George S t 
Fuiythe 

Mike Keeley 
C Robeits © 


elds 


Bonnle Blue 
Hotel Syracuse 
(Walnut Grill) 

Swingsters Orc 

Nancy Wayne 

(Rainbow Room) 

| 3S 


amps 


Richardson's 





| Cass Sanders 
| Rita Armitage 
| Mario Darin 
i 

Town Club 
Hayw'ds Swing 
Eliet & Dufrae 
Maxine Wright 
Davis 


ore 


Bd 
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| seats on the lower floors of all legit 
houses in New York. 


Ticket Prices Vary Too Much 


| 
| 
' 
Claimed also that there is too 
much variance in ticket prices. 
| Noticed in some instances there are 
| three tops for the first floor and bal- 
| cony, a uniform rate being suggested 
|as more satisfactory to the patron. 
|Some boxoffices are not adequately 
| staffed, with the result there are de- 
lays at the window. Observers say 
that a live attraction should have 
four in the b.o. crew, never less than 
two on duty, since there is necessity 
to answer phones in addition to di- 
rect sales. Inclusion of 50c tickets 
in scales is criticized, there being so 
few—usually one row—that many 
are turned away from the boxoffice 
with the impression that the price is 
a fake. 


Practice of ‘dressing the house’ is 
a false theory, especially if done to 
buoy up the players, who should 
give a good performance regardless 
of the size of the audience. Charged 
that the number of passes issued 
runs to an abnormal percentage and 
‘smartens’ prospective playgoers to 
seek cuffo admission, Some pro- 
ducers who present hits are too 
| prone, it is alleged, to devote their 
attention to the b.o. instead of seeing 
whether the players let*down or re- 
|sort to ad-libbing. 

No Parking Rule Hurts 

Inadequate parking for cars of pa- 
trons has been one of the most an- 
noying problems connected with 
theatres. A solution may be a deal 
for a rate with garages within the 
theatre zone to those showing ticket 
stubs. That may mean a cost item 
for theatres, but increased attend- 
ance which should result would be 
to the advantage of the managers. 
Negotiations with garages were 
started sometime back, idea being 
that men stationed at theatres would 
drive cars to garages until the end 
of the show. Plan fell through be- 
cause it was thought the police 
might object to possible solicitation. 

Most of Broadway has air cooling 
svstems, majority using cake ice as 
a basis, but there have been com- 
plaints that the plants have been 





for a picavune saving. Double let- 
ters on tickets has been questioned, 
t being argued that A should call 
for row one and not 10 rows back. 
Permission to souvenir book sellers 
to hawk such literature as programs 
is confusing and con titutes a minor 
type of gyp. Misleading use of the 
term mezzanine when balrony loca- 
tions are more accurate is another 
complaint. Boosting prices on Satur- 
days and holiday nights is another 
fault. So is the turning out of can- 
|opy lights on rainy nights when 
patrons are waiting for cars or taxis. 


room people standing just inside the 
door luring patrons to check hats 
and coats, instead of the head usher 


i directing patrons to the proper 
aisle. There is some difference of 
opinion over that complaint, since 
checking of apparel is a protection 
land prevents possible thievery dur- 
ling intermissions, when drifters 
sometimes filter in where the pass- 
out check system has been discon- 
| tinued, 

| Among other faults is dead billing, 
| paper and signs remaining after 
shows close. instead of being re- 
|moved on the closing night. Some 
billing remains until the next show, 


which may not arrive until months 
later. Stated there should be more 
(atteniion given retiring rooms. Too 
i'manv Broadwey theatres were built 
hurriedly and too economically, with 
the result that the lobbies are small 


and drafty, especially that part of 
the house where exits are used at 
intermissiens. Miniature lobbies, too, 
add to confusion as curtain time 


inears, because of the current sale, 
lreservations and advance sale. 


| Some of the inconveniences are 

| correctable at is time. Others will 

tbe eliminated if new legiters are 
coy iruciec rye 


shut down too early in the evening, | 


lerts follows and 


| straight 























general appearance, plus elimination 
of ineffective, corny patter would 
| Improve the Ballard and Vrae acro 





turn, Boy and girl should also con- 
fine themselves strictly to their 
acros. 


Ted Lester, tall and personable, in 
| tails, plays several instruments 
which he extracts singly from the 
folds of his evening cape. His se- 
lections are cleverly chosen and 
played well. He refrains from talk, 
going from one strument to another 
without interruption. Standout, per- 
haps, is his ‘Flight of the Bumb!e- 
bee’ on a mouth organ. which he 
manipulates through a rubber hose. 

Comic-looking Harry Savoy has 
"em laughing ®iroughout with his 
monolog and gags delivered partly 
in a stuttering stvle. Considerable of 
his material is bluish but the audi- 
ence seems to relish it. A gal locker 
stooges for him and sings, too. High- 
light is Savoy’s impersonation of a 
lion trainer entering a cage. For an 
encore he waxes serious with a brief, 
vivid portrayal of Shakespeare’s 
‘King Richard III.’ leaving the audi- 
ence clamoring for more. 

Considering the Ringling circus, 
Rudy Vallee and ‘Hardy’ opposition, 
the nearly two-thirds filled large 
lower floor at the opening matinee 
was fair biz. Rees. 


ORPHEUM, L. A. 


Los Angeles, Aug. 3. 
Buster West & Lucille Page, Prince 
& Princess Selandie, Three Reynolds, 


George West, Rich & Adair, Paul 
Roberts, Three Galli Sisters, Al 
Lyons orch: ‘Timber Stampede’ 


(RKO), ‘Gorilla’ (20th). 


Several old standby acts make 
current vaude show stand out pre- 
dominantly, but occasioned only 
casual interest yesterday (Wednes- 
day) at boxoffice. Oldtimers are 
Rich and Adair, Buster West and 
Lucille Page, and Prince and Prin- 
cess Selandie. Latter pair are head- 
lined with their fancy and burlesque 
ballroom stepping. West and Page 
(Mrs. West) are surefire and tie up 
proceedings completely while they’re 
on, and Rich, of Adair and Rich, is 
still doing his GAR vet turn with 
which he has long scored. 

Another return engagement is that 
of Paul Roberts, seen on the Or- 
pheum stage a few weeks ago with 
tab version of “‘Two-a-Day.’ Roberts 
has a remarkably strong 


lads excellently. He should go far. 

Three Galli Sisters, all juves, who 
work from orchestra leader's plat- 
form in pit, harmonize 
Three Reynolds, two males and one 
female, uncork some dexterous 
tightwire work that starts main show 
off with bang. 

George West follows with novelty 
instrumental turn, playing profi- 
ciently on the clarinet, and then get- 
ting tunes from various other con- 
traptions. He incidentally tells a 
few not-too-new gags. Rich and 
Adair spotted next, with Rich sure- 
fire with his garrulous old-man cher- 





acterization and winding up with the 


i GAR bit that never fails to register. 
|} A common annoyance are the cloak | 


Miss Adair foils straight 
then 
with their peculiar 
ballroom 


Paul Rob- 
the Selandies 
dancing. First.a 
routine and then 
impressions of different personages 
doing a tango. Some of their im- 
personations are exceptionally good, 
although routine is a bit hokey. 
West and Miss Page close. Time 
was when he was pretty much the 
whole act, but now the missus pretty 
near steals the honors. She’s a for- 
mer Fanchon & Marco prodigy and 


ean dance like nobody's business. 
|Her contortion stuff is especially 
! good. West's stuff is mostiv stand- 


ard, with a few variations from his 
routine to bring the turn up to date. 
Edwa. 


EMBASSY, N. Y. 
, ‘ a . j 
(NEWSREELS) 
with Universal on tne num-| 
ber of subjects contributed to this | 
week’s compilation of news events, | 
Paramount garners top honors of the 
entire program with a corking dra- 
matic coverage of auto 


Tied 


strikers in 
| Cleveland  piants. Topical items 
comprise 75% of the reels and re- 
veals a lack of hot spot news and 
laugh-provoking lensing. 
2aramount cameras deliver a 
smashing riot subject replete with 
clubbings, crowd dispersions, tear 
gas attacks and arrests. Scene uch 
‘as these ere leasant but timely 


s 


baritone | 
and puts over several oldtime bal- | 


effectively. | 





of Tientsin; searching of whites at 
| barriers, and shots of British and 
| American officials engaged in cur- 
|rent controversies. 
| In lighter vein is Paramount's sub- 
| ject of sand-hogs completing East 
| River tunnel, N. Y.; opening of the 
| Saratoga racing season: U. S. Army 
Aviation 30-year celebration, siow- 
ing the progress of Army flying since 
1909; Moody Bros. breaking air en- 
durance records; trapeze artist 
dangling over the Colorado River 
gorge; and news flashes of film stars’ 
departure for Europe. 

Pathe contributes interesting Eu- 
ropean happenings such as Holland's 
new frontier fortifications along the 
canals and review of the Polish 
army, navy and cavalry strength. 

Of interest to feminine fans are 
Irene Castle’s return to the dancing 
stage and revival of the Castle Waltz 
‘Pathe); Metro’s scenes of Barter 
Theatre in Virginia, and the School 
of Dramatie Arts, with students re- 
ceiving training in the art of kiss- 
ing: beach fashions in France 
(Movietone) and Universal's bathing 
beauty contest in Conev_ Island, 
picking a Miss Venus of 1939. 

Some fine action events of out- 
board regatta races at Long Beach 
‘Cal.) (Metro), showing some thriil- 
ing spills in the water: wild pony 
roundup in Virginia (U), French 
fleet maneouvers with firing from 
heavy cruisers (Movietone), midget 
auto racing in miniature cars with 
youngsters driving (U.): tennis 
matches at Seabright, N. J. (Pathe) 
and junior bicycle daredevils doing 
trick stunts in Omaha (U). 
| Jitterbug contests, World’s Fair 
| publicity stunts of bathing girls in 
| tug-of-war; a Fitzpatrick - Metro 
travelog of Egypt and other unim- 
|portant subjects, such as annual 
| sheep roundup in the Rockies: pie 
contest; freckle contest; new Sono- 
; vox voice machine demonsirations 
|and Dempsey recuperation, round 
| out the reels. 


} 
| 
| 
| 
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(Continued from page 1) 


usual, he had the mob eating out of 
| his hand. Goodman gave his @is- 
ciples and converts a program of 17 
| scorchers, tossing in a few request 
| numbers so as not to let the bleach- 
| erites down. Crew was moved out 
|on the apron, a tiny group of 15 
huddled together in their white togs 
|To the far away seats they 
| have resembled a cotton ball. 


must 
Had 
| they taken position under the shell 
| it would have required strong eyes 
from the boxes to distinguish one 
from the other. 
| Bill Goodwin, called to the loud 
| speaker for comment, set the eve- 
ning’s tempo when he flipped ‘the 
place will soon be jumpin’. 
man also cut himself a nifty when 
| he bon moted during a vocal spree 
with his charges, ‘I never dreamt I'd 
ever sing in the Bowl.’ 

Judging from applause from the 
stalls the king swinger whammed 
the curious as well as the rug cut- 
ters. To the carriage trade it was in 
the nature of an exploration into a 
new musical realm. They must have 
liked their discovery, for they 
clapped and stomped along with the ‘ 
rest. Wouldn’t be surprising if the ; 
Palomar put on a society night. 

Evening was voted a huge success 
also the rowdiest night ye Bow] has 
ever put up with. Goodman proved 
his showmanship by ignoring hillside 
hecklers, one even tooting a horn. 
He also had to contend with whirring 
planes overhead but the bracs sec- 
tion easily overcame that. A per- 
centage of the proceeds wos ezr- 
marked for the Philharmonic con- 
tinuance fund, which will be around 

7,500, 


(,00d- 




















TED KANTOR’S SUIT 
Philadelphia, Aug. ® 
Ted Kantor, Chicago actor : 
manager, filed suit against George 
R. Bright, of Pottsville, Pa., fer 
$10,000 damages in U. S. District 
Court here last week. 
Kantor claims injuries 
when Bright’s car collided 
in October, 1937, caused him 
cel 30 performances for his 
through which he lost $1,500 profit 
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Successful Lillian Hellman Tells 
Nat'l Radio Audience She Doesn t 
Like the Theatre; Defends FTP 


In an open discussion Lillian Hell- 
man declared she does not like the | 
theatre, despite the fact that she | 
wrote such outstanding dramas as) 
‘The Children’s Hour’ and ‘The Little 
Foxes, royalties from which have | 
made her affluent. Latter play is; 
current at the National, N. Y. The| 
statement came as a surprise, not 
only to those present but to radio | 
listeners on a CBS network program | 
last Wednesday (2). 

Occasion was the 52nd broadcast 
of ‘The People’s Platform,’ with Prof. 
Lyman Bryson, network’s Adult Ed- 
ucational Board head, acting as chief 
questioner. As with previous pro- 
grams, there were four guests to 
dinner at the studio in New York, 
the conversation being adlibbed. For 
30 minutes of the interlude the talk 
went on the air, microphones being 
concealed in flowers used as tabie 
decorations. Party, in addition to 
Miss Hellman and the host, was made 
up of Brock Pemberton and two lay 
theatre-goers, Mr. and Mrs. Hans 
Christian Adamson, he being of the 
American Museum of Natural His- 
tory 

Topic was that of a national the- 
atre, Miss Hellman staunchly favor- 
ing such an idea, being opposed par- 
ticularly by producer Pemberton and 
Mrs. Adamson. The conversation 
had reached the point where the 
matter of propaganda in a Govern- 
ment-financed theatre might be a) 
serious deterrent, as supposedly true | 
of Russia’s subsidized theatre. Dram- | 
atist had expressed admiration for | 
the Russian stage, but conceded she | 
did not know if it is used for oe) 

| 





ganda, not understanding the lan- 
guage. 
Favors a Nat'l Theatre 

Bryson asked her whether she was | 
fascinated by Russian presentations 
because they constituted good the- 
atre, although not understanding the 
lines. Miss Hellman heartily agreed, 
then added that she dislikes the the- | 
atre and ‘doesn’t like to go to it.’ 
The tone of voice used by Miss Hell- | 
man indicated that she was rather | 
excited. Host wanted to know how | 
anyone with such ideas about the 
theatre had become a_ successful 
dramatist. Her reply was that she 
‘might like it if we had a national 
theatre which interested me.’ | 

Dramatist was also asked if it isn't 
a fact that she dislikes other authors’ 
plays, there being no direct answer. 
Pemberton asked Miss Hellman 
whether she attended her own plays, 
author sayins she might have gone 
twice. Miss Hellman also declared 
that all good art is propaganda of 
some sort. 

Mrs. Adamson, in opposing a Gov- 
ernment-controlled theatre, said that 
there never has been a decent writer 


who cared for political shackles. 
Her husband opposed, saying that 
the Government has done many | 
things in the various fields of social 


(Continued on page 53) 


ILGWU’S NEXT WILL BE 
‘ALTGELD OF ILLINOIS’ 





1 ers, 


Next production of the Interna- 
tional Ladies Garment Workers 
union will probably be ‘Altgeld of 
Illinois.” adapted by Melvin Levy | 


from Waldo Ralph Browne’s book of 
the same name. Playwright, who 
’ 

recently returned from a Hollywood 
scripting assignment, is rushing com- 
pletion of the work at his 
Black Eddy (Pa.) home. Has prom- 


ised the ILGWU production commit- | 


tee a look at it by the end of next 
week. Production would probably 
be almost immediate. 

Altgeld, now regarded as virtually 


a prophet of the labor movement, | 
was governor of Illinois during the | 


Haymarket riots of 1886 and opposed 
the sending of troops into Chicago 


by President Cleveland. His liberal} 


viewpoint and labor sympathies 


were regarded as dangerously radi- | 


cal at the time and were credited 
with wrecking his career. 

Levy. who holds a John Golden 
playwrighting fellowship, recently 
completed another play, ‘Wise 
Father.” in which Golden was re- 
ported interested. Its present status 
isn’t known. The ILGWU is pro- 


ducer of ‘Pins and Needles,’ intimate | 


revue at- the Windsor, N. Y. Fis- 
ured ‘Altgeld’ would be presented at 
the Labor Stage, where ‘Pins’ played 
until recently. 


“+ 


Upper | 


that because of a disagreement with 
Mrs, Leonard Tyler, owner of the 
theatre, he was left without money 
to pay the cast of ‘You Can't Eat 
Goldfish, which was latet 
bursed it is said, through 
left with Equity as a bond. 

Productions were 
day (7) under a new management, 
after one-week closing. 

Pulpit blasts were delivered in 
two Rhode Island Catholic Churches 
in past week relative to ‘current 
| plays at the Matunuck Theatre-by- 
the-Sea.’ 


SS Re 





‘GOOD HOPE’ REVIVAL 





a spade a spade. 


Spa's Strawhats Has B.O. 


‘The Good Hope,’ the Lillian 
Saunders adaptation which Eva Le 
Gallienne produced some years ago Saratoga, Aug. 8. 
at the old 14th Street theatre, New | Hope Lawder’s faith in this town 
York, is to be revived this fall on! as a strawhatter seems to be bearing 
Broadway by the Surry players. Sam | fruit through the b.o, grill. After 
Rosen. director of the outfit, has ac-|q mediocre try last year, she and 
quired the rights, with Dwight Deere | Fred Ellis opened up this season 
Wiman reported in for a share. Surry | with ‘Kiss the Boys Good By’ to 
players will probably not do the play | fair returns. Ethel Barrymore and 
during their summer season at Surry, | her touring company of ‘Whiteoaks’ 
Me. 'drew State Troopers to handle the 

Rosen was dickering for the work! crowds in the second week. Las 
last spring, but the deal fell through | week Edward Everett Horton and 
when the Dramatists Guild refused | ‘Springtime for Henry’ was a sell- 
to ease its regulations regarding the} out for every performance, with 
author’s share. It’s understood Rosen | extra seats added to the rear of the 
has made the necessary conces- | orchestra. 


sions. Four more weeks are scheduled 


Equity Stops R. l. nape conn: ie ey Mot 
Strawhat; Cast 


lisle in ‘Tonight or Never,’ an un- 
> 
Paid From Bond 


announced play and Philip Merrt- 
vale-Gladys Cooper closing the sea- 
son in ‘Spring Meeting.’ 
Providence, Aug. 8. 
Ecuity stepped into the Theatre- | 
by-the-Sea, Matunuck, R. I, last} 


week, and ordered its members not | 
to continue. Scheduled appearance 
of Elissa Landi in ‘Tovarich’ was | 
cancelled, though actress had ap- 
peared and rehearsed with cast. 
Thom Conroy, director, claimed 





nee is being set for Sunday (13), the 
first time tried at this stand. Ad- 


with the promise that Gypsy is to do 
her strip tease. Local girls were 
chosen for the chorus 








Mohawk’s Top B. O. 


Schenectady, N. Y., Aug. 8 
Mohawk Drama festival, now in its 
fifth year on the Union college cam- 
pus here, is having its best season to 
date. Business has been 
better than last year, which showed 
(Continued on page 54) 


Outstanding Strawhat Bills 





THIS WEEK (AU&, 7) 

‘Lilith’ (new, by Arndt Giusti) (Lenore Ulric)—Wharf theatre, Province- 
town, Mass 

‘This Little Piggie Had None’ (new adaptation by Harry Sothern, from 
Rene Michel)—Stony Creek, Conn., playhouse. 

‘Throygh the Night’ (new, by Florence Ryerson, Colin Clements) 
Palmas theatre, Los Angeles. 

‘Tomorrow Is a Woman’ (new, by Jay Victor)—Community playhouse, 
Spring Lake, N. J. (opens tonight, Wednesday). 

‘Yes, My Darling Daughter’ (Mary Brian)—Long Beach (L 

‘Burlesque’ (Gypsy Rose Lee)—Spa theatre, Saratoga, N. Y 


Las 


I.) theatre. 


‘Our Town’ (Frank Craven)—Mohawk Drama festival, Schenectady 
N. Y 
‘Whiteoaks’ (Ethel Barrymore)—Ridgeway theatre, White Plains, N. Y. 


‘Seventh Heaven’ 
Greenwich, Conn. 

‘No More Ladies’ (Martha Sleeper)—Chapel playhouse, Guilford. Conn. 

‘Burlesque’ (Libby Holman)—Ivoryton, Conn., playhouse 

‘Ghosts’ (Nazimova)—Country playhouse, Westport, Conn 

‘Tonight or Never’ (Helen Gahagan, James Rennie)—Maplew 
theatre 

‘Spring Meeting’ (Gladys Cooper, Philip Merivale)—South 
Cohasset, Mass. 

‘Easy Virtue’ (Jane Cowl)—Cape playhouse, Dennis, Mass 

‘Petticoat Fever’ (Dennis King)—Berkshire playhouse, 
Mass. 

‘Streets of New York’ (Helen Ford)—North Shore players, 
Mass. 


(Charles Farrell, Louise Platt)—-Temple 


playhouse, 


pod (N. J.) 


Shore play- 


Stockbridge, 


Marblehead, 


‘Pride and Prejudice’ (Madge Evans)—Deertrees theatre, Harrison. Me. 

‘Our Town’ (Sinclair Lewis)—Ogunquit (Me.) playhouse. 

‘Tonight at 8:30’ (Jessie Royce Landis, Bramwell Fietcher) — Bucks 
County playhouse, New Hope, Pa 


‘Springtime for 
Matunuck, R. I 

‘White Steed’ (Whitford Kane)—Newport (R.I.) Casino 

‘I Loved You Wednesday’ (Donald Woods, Jane Wyatt)—Eliitch, Denver. 


Henry’ (Edward Everett Horton)—Theatre-by-the-Sea, 


NEXT WEEK 
(Open Aug. 14, unless otherwise noted) 

‘Viceroy Sarah’ (new, by Norman Ginsbury) (Dame May 
Christians )}—Deertrees theatre, Harrison, Me. 
| ‘Life With Father’ (new, by Howard Lindsay, Russel Crouse) 
| theatre, Skowhegan, Me. 
‘The Moorings’ (new, by Seymour Gross)—Long Beach (L. I.) theatre. 
‘Three Sisters’ (new version)—Surry (Me.) theatre. 
‘You Can't Eat Goldfish’ (Ruth Chatterton)—Olney (Md.) playhouse. 
‘Ghosts’ (Nazimova)—Brighton Beach (L.I.) theatre (opens 15) 
‘seventh Heaven’ (Charles Farrell, Uta Hagen)—Westchester playhouse, 
| Mt. Kisco, N. Y. 

‘Tonight or Never’ (Kitty Carlisle)—Spa theatre, Saratoga. N. Y 

‘Susan and God’ (Esther Ralston)—Chapel playhouse, Guilford, Conn. 
‘Outward Bound’ (Laurette Taylor, Bramwell Fletcher)—Country play- 
house, Westport, Conn. 

‘Tonight at 8:30’ (Irene Castle, Rex O’Malley)—Paper Mili piayhouse, 
; Millburn, N. J. 
| ‘The Spider’ (Donald Cook )—South Shore players, Cohasset, Mass 


Whitty, Mady 


-Lakewood 


Mass. 

‘Our Town’ (Thornton Wilder)—Berkshire playhouse, Stockbridge, Mass. 

‘Madame Sans-Gene’ (Cornelia Otis Skinner)—Ogunquit, Me., 
house. 

| ‘*Whiteoaks’ (Donald Woods, Jane Wyatt)—Elitch, Denver 

' ‘Old Autumn’ (Alison Skipworth)—Theatre-by-the-Sea, Matunuck, R. I 


| Dennis. 


play- 


reim- | 
moneys | 


resumed Mon- |} 


t | holds rights, 


The advance for Gypsy’s appear: | 
ance is so heavy that an extra mati- 


vance interest has been pepped up | 


somewhat | 


‘Brief Moment’ (Glenda Farrell, Douglas Montgomery )—Cape playhouse, | 








| 





“GENTLE PEOPLE’ SET 


| FOR SCANDIA PROD. 


i | 
Though no names were specified, 


DUE IN THE FALL the blasts were pointed at ‘Goldfish.’ | 
| which made no benes about calling 


Scandinavian rights to Irwin 
| Shaw’s ‘Gentle People’ has been ac- 
quired by Karl Strakosch of Copen- 


hagen, through Shaw’s agent, Le- 
|land Hayward, Strakosch is doing 
business with another American 





| play, Clare Boothe’s ‘The Women’ on 
— he also holds Scandinavian 
| rights. Play has hit over 90 perform- 
lances to date, where the usual ex- 
| pectation in this teritory is no more 
than 30 performances for the best 
| plays. 
Strakosch does not produce but 
| licenses others on plays to which he 





‘Babette’ Smash 


$4000 in St. Loo 





| St. Louis, Aug. 8. 

| First local showing of ‘Babette,’ 
| Victor Herbert’s colorful operetta, 
| bolstered by a fine cast, began a 


| 


Theatre Assn.’s al fresco playhouse 
|}in Forest Park, last Monday night. 
| Swell weather, sock bally and heavy 
|} upping of advertising budget com- 
bined to lure opening-night mob 
that grossed approximately $4,000, 


seven-night stand in the Municipal | 


Legit Prod. in Abeyance Pending . 
Outcome of 4A’s-IATSE Dispute 


Bow; ‘Mary’ 366 


———z 


Some producers are lining up 
schedules for the season of 1939-40 
but most managers’ plans appear to 
be fragmentary and a late season is 
indicated. There is some Opinion 
that presentations early in the fall 
would be welcomed, theory being 
that New Yorkers will have tired of 
the World's Fair. 

However, a new _ hazard hag 
cropped up, caused by row between 
theatrical unions. Possibility of 
Strikes in retaliation between the 
warring stagehands and actors groups 
is not calculated to encourage pro- 


duction, There is a chance that the 
Situation will be clarified by the 
executive council of the American 


Federation of Labor tomorrow 
(Thursday) in Atlantic City, Just 
as likely that that body will pass the 
buck and put it up to the AFL con- 
vention to be held in Cincinnati in 
October, In that event, the season 
may be set back later than ever. 
[Legit, as with pix and vaudeville, 
is thus caught in the 4A’s fight with 
AFA IATSE, as is detailed on Pages 
1-4-5 of this issue. |] 

Show business took such a beating 
on Broadway at the tail end of the 
1938-39 period that a number of pro- 
ducers are watching trends rather 
than giving their attention to cast- 
ing. They are aware that business 
is better this summer than last, but 
attribute that to the appearance of 
stars rather than general conditions. 

George White's ‘Scandals’ will be 
the new season's first show. It 
opened in Atlantic City Monday (7) 
but will stay out for a time and may 





;one of the best draws of current 
season. | 
With the piece calling for much 


warbling, local producers cast 


Nancy McCord, a click in ‘Katinka’ | 


earlier in season; Wilbur Evans, of 


stage, screen and radio, who has not | 
been here for three years, and 
Robert K. Shafer, tenor, in lead 
| roles All scored. This will be 


Evans’ sole appearance on 
, boards this season and Shafer’s last. 
;}Annamary Dickey, Decatur, IIl., 
singer, and winner 
Met contract in nation-wide 
petish, plays role of Vinetta. 
in support are Robert Chisholm, 


com- 


of a New York |} 


| 


local | 


} 


| 


Helen Raymond, always a fave here; | 


Joseph Vitale, 
Downing, 


Douglas Leavitt, Al 
Dorothy Johnson, Eleanor 
Searles, Frederick Persson, 
Betts and Arthur Kent. Piece 
marked sock debut of Cesar Tapia 
and Terresita Osta, dance team, and 
solos by Valya Valentinoff and Nina 
Strogonoyva, ballet russe stars, 
scored in previous stints during cur- 


rent season. George Hirst, person- 
ally selected by Herbert to direct 
his ‘Angel Face’ and the ‘The Vel- 
vet Lady,’ batoned the orch through 


the original and technically difficult 
orchestrations. Local singing chorus 


Robert | 


who | 


not open on Broadway until next 
month. Eight or nine attractions are 


listed as September possibilities, but 
nearly all are in the indefinite cate- 
gory. 

George Abbott's tentative produc- 
tion schedule for this season now 
lists five items He'll direct four, 
including the Rodgers-Hart musical, 
himself. Ezra Stone, young actor 
who was featured in ‘What a Life,’ 
will stage the other. 


First on the schedule is ‘Three 
Steps Down,’ Robert Lumet-Bert 
Childs comedy, which Stone will 
direct. No players are signed for 
the cast, but it is scheduled to go 
into rehearsal in about two weeks. 
However, that may be. set back 
pending settlement of the actor- 
stagehand union dispute. Idea is to 
open it cold in New York 

Second production on the list ts 
‘Too Many Girls’ (formerly ‘Yale 
Bait’), the Rodgers-Hart musical 
comedy With Abbott directing, it 
is slated to begin rehearsals Labor 
Day. It will open a tryout in New 
Haven early in October, with two 
| weeks in Boston before the Broad- 
way engagement. Cast for this one 


;came into its own, Ballet Master 
| Theodor Adolphus conceived some 
graceful and colorful streamlined | 


routines for the line. 

After terrific letdewn of 
Bartered Bride.’ 
‘Mary’ bounced back to 
side of the ledger 
week’s engagement Sunday (6). A 
total of 61,000 turned out and 
planked down approximately $36,- 
000. Threatening weather on last 


‘The 


the right 


George M. Cohan’s | 


night is all that kept it from becom- | 


ing banner draw of the season. 
tendance for ‘Mary’ topped 
by 12,000 


STICKS WON'T SAVVY 


‘Bride’ 


Indicated that ‘Oscar 


At-| 


| polishing by 


and finished a/ 


is almost entirely set 

Following three plays are Gladys 
Hurlbut’s ‘Reluctant Feet,” Ayn 
Rand’s ‘We, the Living’ (for which 
Eugenie Leontovich is set) and the 
Richard Maibaum-Harry Clark com- 
edy, ‘I Want a Lawyer.’ Sam Levene 
and Teddy Hart are mentioned fo! 
the latter. Whether any of the lat- 
ter three shows are actually done 
will depend on revisions, all of them 
currently undergoing changes and 
the authors. Another 
‘Carriage Trade,’ was dropped 
Abbott's list for this 


script, 


from season 


{when the rewritten version failed to 


Wilde,’ one 


of Broadway’s hits last season, will 


not be sent to the road. 
scored a 


run at the Fulton and is 
| credited 


with netting excellent 


| profits, depended primarily on the | 


|performance of 
| Management is 

{that the subject 
jacceptable outside 


Robert 
reported 


Morley. 
skeptical 


the metropolis 


not under 


Morley was offered the lead in a 


Play which | 


matter would be, 


| come up to his expectations 


‘WILDE, TOUR IS OFF 


Outdoor Renewals 


St. Louis, Aug. 8 
Richard Berger, production man- 
ager; Paul Beisman, manager, and 
Mona B. Crutcher, secretary of the 
Municipal Theatre Assn., sponsor of 
alfresco entertainment in the For- 
est Park playhouse, last week were 


|inked to long term contracts by the 


and the English actor jis evidently | executive committee. Berger came 
contract, since he con-| here five years ago as assistant to 
sidered appearing in two other parts | Laurence 
next season. 
| 


Schwab and_ succeeded 
him three years ago when Schwab 
chucked the local stint to join 20th 


new George S. Kaufman-Moss Hart | Century-Fox as an associate director. 


; Play, 


but declined. 
' tended 


for 


Part was 
Alexander 


| instead. 


| Harris. Morley, who was also men- 


1 > . ‘ | . 
| tioned for a play called ‘Passenger | Crutcher has been with 


' 4 Y * © . ° $ 
; 408 Dalit, 18 appearing in a Summer 


|} show 


in- | 
Woollcott,/ the American theatre, this burg’s 
| who decided to go on a lecture tour | sole legiter, has been top man at the 
If a lead is found, piece| Forest Park theatre for about 10 
will start off the season for Sam H.! years and associated with the 


venture in Wales. { 


zation since jit 


Beisman, who also is manager of 


‘ 
NAvenie 
AVA MAR 


20 years. Mrs. 
the organi- 
was founded 21 years 


cipal Theatre for 


ago, 























Wednesday, August 9, 1939 


penned se ne 


Mors. Following Through On . 
Central Ticket Agency Idea; cis" ses 


'and play agency tieup with Mrs. | 
Mary Leonard Pritchett. Her name 
+is also 


e . n° | used, the title of the firm | 
OnSI erin é ali Site t= Mary Leonard Pritchett, in! 

| Assn. with Adrienne Morrison. Un- | 

| derstood the setup calls for Mrs. | 

+ | Pritchett to retain some of her 


| e | clients exclusively, iss 
Lindsay Buys ‘Bodies’ Morrison to ian eens ai hers tae 
Jos. Kesserling Farce 


_ LEGITIMATE 


Now Pritchett-Morrison 


VARIETY 








FT 











Sophie Tucker Suspension Sets 
Precedent for Vinton Freedley: 
Equity Denies Her Plea for Delay 














Huddle between the managers and 
Equity to consider extending the 
ticket code has been set back, but 


Statement attributed to Vinton 
| Freedley that he could not reopen 
| ‘Leave It to Me’ at the 


History Repeats Self, 


} 
Miss Morrison is the wife of Eric 








Imperial, 








the League of New York Theatres 
central ticket agency committee is 
proceeding to obtain estimates on 
the cost of establishing and main- 
taining such an enterprise. Latest 
site proposed is the basement of tax- 
payer being erected on the site of 
the old Fitzgerald building at 43rd 
and Broadway, which formerly was 
used by the Leblang cut rate agency. 

If the code is to operate next sea- 
son, however, it will only be after 


| 





radical changes are made. Though | 


Equity has not formally examined 
the survey of the ticket situation 
recently completed, it is no secret 


| Stickney (Mrs, Lindsay) in the cast. | 


that the actors end does not believe | 


the control system worked anywhere 
near as effectively as anticipated. 
Equity is expected to demand that 
the rules be tightened both in re- 
spect to the agencies and the man- 
acers, Several showmen were 
charged with violations or evasions, 
but there was no action taken against 
them. On its side, Equity made no 
move because the enforcement is in 
the hands of the League. Expected 
it will seek to have penalties clearly 





|S. Pinker and formerly shared of- 
| fices with him. She is the mother of 


Howard Lindsay has bought | Constance, Joan and Barbara Ben- 


‘Bodies in Our Cellar, farce by 
Joseph Kesserling, with the idea of 
staging it for another producer or 
on his own. Century Play Co. 
agented the deal. 

Play will have to wait for ‘Life 
with Father,’ which Lindsay and 


Russel Crouse adapted from Clar- | 
ence Day’s book and which will be | 


tried out at Skowhegen, Me., next 
week with Lindsay and Dorothy 


‘Bodies’ deals with two eccentric 
ola spinsters who run a Brooklyn 


| boarding house. They make a career 


of poisoning unsuspecting boarders 
and their maniac nephew buries the 
corpses in the cellar. Title of the 
piece may be changed to get away 
trom the grim connotation. 


Authors League 





| 
| Sherwood, currently 


‘in Wlinois,’ 
'while in England and 
, have set the Lunt agreement at that 


nett. Pinker, a literary agent, is 
serving a prison sentence for having 
withheld royalties due his clients. 





Sherwoed Writing Play 
For Lunts; Playwrights’ 


And Guild to Produce’ 





10 and 20 Years Ago 


Just 20 years ago Monday (7) the 
winning actors strik- of 1919 started, 
Equity having joined the American 


month. In August, 1929, the strike 
in Hollywood which Equity lost was 
started and now the legit union finds 
itself coupled with other Four A’s 
affiliates in the most serious labor 


ranks. 

Charter given the AFA includes 
actors of all types but the idea of 
| going within the jurisdiction of the 





Robert E. Sherwood’s next play, | IATSE is abhorrent to legit players. 


for the Lunts. 
atre Guild will produce it, either 


| with or without the Playwrights’ Co. 
| participating. John C. Wilson, who 


| already outlined, will probably be | They fear that the looming fight and 
Understood the The- | Possibility of strikes may eliminate 


what is left of the theatre. Pointed 
out there might be an immediate 
move to raise the minimum pay to 





has a sharing arrangement with the | levels that would make producing 


Lunts, is believed in on the deal. 


for the filming of his 
huddied 
is thought to 


time. The Lunts are reported to 


on the Coast | 
‘Abe a /actors would be expected to gei as 


with Wilson | much as stagehands. There is a move 


impossible, since it is not reasonable 
to assume that under the IA the 


'to up Equity minimums, but it is be- 
| ing contested, 





Federation of Labor the previous | 


dispute since joining the organized | 


IN. Y., Aug. 2l1—manager averring the 


| show could hardly play without 
| Sophie Tucker, suspended by Equity 
for ‘treason’ in agreeing to the Amer- 
ican Federation of Actors going 
, under stagehands union jurisdiction 
|—is not interpreted around Equity. 
'Miss Tucker’s contract is of the regu- 
, lation type, having the 


usual two 


| weeks’ notice clause. 


Miss Tucker was billed under the 
title as first feature player, while 


| William Gaxton and Victor Moore 
| starred. Known that the latter have 
| run-of-the-play contracts, as have 
some others. Equity people contend 
| that if her appearance is so vital to 
‘Leave It,’ Freedley would have her 


junder a Similar protective agree- 


ment. 


| Although the producer is quoted 


saying he would not be responsible 
for the contracts, charging Equity 
with holding up the show through 
Miss Tucker’s suspension, under the 
contract rules he will be required to 
pay the entire company two weeks’ 
Salary unless relighting the show on 
the scheduled date, or 14 days there- 











| 
roscribed in the revised code, fines 2 4 braige nag char oopmniewcclins | Mrs Flanagan Sanat “Gaeaad Tai te Coteoins 
: ; og j . i 

to be imposed without quibbling. On S censing | When the Playwrights’ Co. was | e ets ena: ge gy 0 Ml prigits 
the managerial side it is contended formed it was generally understood | 3 dition to other expenditures. 

oo ee ee oe ° jthat all five members of the group | Miss Tucker is president of the 
proven. Actors association, being f | would confine their writing to the | ay Ca c vaude union, AFA. whose charter 
currently involved in one of the rl er sen § | arm, but it is figured Sherwood may | was revoked by the Four A’s but, zs 
most serious labor disputes in lis 








| have obtained a release for the new 
script. In that connection, Sidney | 
Howard, another member, is adapt- 
|ing ‘Brighton Rock’ for an outside | 
|management. Explained that the} 


radio script agents is being mulled |! ; : 
by the Authors League of America. idea in forming the Playwrights’ Co. 
’ | was to obtain the most satisfactory 


Agents themselves are also studying | producing setup for the members. 


she has been in Freedley’s legiter, is 
Subject to Equity conditions and 
must be in good standing in that as- 
sociation. Regret was expressed 
around Equity that the vet trouper 
had to become involved in a union 
| squabble, but there was no recourse 


history, had of necessity to lay the 
ticket matter aside, but the two 
sides may get together next week. 
Quarters jin the former Leblang 
site will be considerably enlarged in 
the present building operation there, 
over 14,000 square feet being avail- 


Amusement End 


= 
| Although WPA’s Federal Theatre 
| 


Licensing of drama, literary and 


| Project is definitely through, some 

















able. League will probably not 
make central agency commitments 
until the status of the code, or a re- 
vised draft is decided on, but there 
is no compulsion on the managers 
part to continue the arrangement 
with Equity, despite the fact that a 
basic pact not to change policy is 
part of the ticket deal. 


‘HOLD HATS’ REVUE 





| 





TO REPLACE MELLERS. 


| priating more than $100,000 in royal- 


Old type meliers are out so far as 
the American Music Hall, N. Y., is 
concerned and when the combina- 
tion cabaret-night spot relights in 
the fall, an intimate revue will be 
presented. ‘Hold Your Hats Boys’ is | 
the slated attraction. That revue, 
with a cast of Yale juniors, was 
slated for showing this summer, | 


with Ted Peckham, whose New York 
escort service was ruled oul, as pro- 
ducer. It appears the ange] walked 
and when last heard of, the col- 
legians were wondering about their 
hotel bills. 


John 


| the question, but are acting as indi- 


viduals rather than through their 


Association of Authors’ Representa- 
tives. Doubted that anything defi- 


nite will result before fall, but some 
licensing setup is expected to be 
adopted during the coming season. 

Both authors and agents are an- 
xious to work out an arrangement 
to regulate the agency situation and 
prevent another Pinker case. Idea 
is that another scandal! of that sort 
might seriously impair confidence in 
all agents. Eric S. Pinker, literarv 
agent, is now in prison for misappro- 


ties belonging to his clients. 

Although the writer agency prob- 
lem in New York has four different 
aspects (legit, literary, picture and 
radio), it will undoubtedly be han- 
dled collectively. Some _ authors 
work in only one or possibly two 
fields, but others are in virtually 
all, and in any case a single work 
may be sold and used in all. Fur- 
thermore, most agencies are more 01 
less active in all fields. 

Therefore, the Dramatists Guild, 
Authors Guild, Radio Writers Guild 


| are seen working out a solution of 


and Jerrold Krimsky are | 
still interested in the hall, which} 
was originally a Swedish church, 
and the brothers have secured the 


rights to ‘Boys.’ 
house to fair success with ‘hiss the 


They operated the | 


villain affairs,’ plus a dance floor 
and bar. billed as Chez Firehouse, | 

' 
below the street level. Although 


several shows were well patronized, | 


only 
coin. 


‘Naughty Naught’ made real 


the problem jointly through their 
parent organization, the Authors 
League. Also figured certain that 
when a regulatory setup is adopted, 
it will, as far as possible, have uni- 
form requirements and rules for all 
fields of author representation. 


Until the Pinker case occurred, 
ithe League had always shied off 
from licensing agents on the ground 
ithat in issuing agency permits it 


Hall was originally converted for | 


show purposes 
nister, who 


under Harry Ban- 


installed 


That antique emanated from the 
Coast and it is still being played in 
a thirst parlor in Los Angeles, where 
Some sort of run record is claimed 
for it. 


Lillie-Bolger Musical 
Dickered for Broadway 


London, July 30. 


Negotiations progressing for the | chould be bonded or some other | 
Production of the Cicely Courtneidge- | guarantee should be required. 


‘The Drunk- | 
ard,’ which stayed for a long run. | 





might seem to be guaranteeing the 
ability or efficiency of the agent, in- 
stead of merely regulating ethical 
and business practices. With the ex- 


plosion of the Pinker incident, how- | 
ican Federation of Labor in Atlantic 
| City. 


ever, League members realized they 
had no guarantee of any agent's 
honesty and no way of controlling 
the field. Hence, the present move. 

Although the question has been 
under consideration for some months, 
no plan has been completely worked 
out. However, some broad prin- 
ciples have been outlined and it is 
believed that the work of drafting a 
complete code should not require 
much time after a few uncertain 
points have been worked out. It 


| hasn’t been decided whether agents 


Jack Hulbert musical, ‘Under Your | 


Hat,’ in New York. 
Beatrice Lillie and Ray Bolget 
scheduled for the le 


are 


ads, 


An- 
other question still to be settled is 
whether all existing 
if the representative 


for 


agencies should 
be okayed ol 
+ 


should have to qually license: 


| 
| 


| In the meantime Alfred Lunt and 
Lynne Fontanne will appear for a 


) | vestige of it may reappear in the | 
| without regard to any preconceived | National Youth Administration in a 
| or set rules or conditions. 


| department known as ‘visual educa- 
| tion.’ Hallie Flanagan, former direc- 


| tor of FTP, who is said to be in the 


brief tour early this fall in a revival | NYA setup, is reported set to handle 
of their production of ‘The Taming! that department. On the strength of 


,of the Shrew.’ Nothing has been 


that understanding, a number of 


;announced as to their subsequent | those dismissed from FTP or are on 


plans, 


’ (Continued on page 51) 


lA Merger Move Again Splits TMAT: 
Browne Stalled ‘Em 2 Years Ago 


After an interlude of quiet within 
the Theatrical Managers, Agents and 


, Treasurers union following the bit- 


ter 
was 


pre-election campaign, the lid 
blown off and fresh internal 
strife was precipitated over a pro- 
posal that TMAT tie-up with Inter- 
national Alliance of Theatrical Stage 
Employes, the stagehands union. 
had been anticipated that the mem- 


| bership would okay the idea, but it 
and even the Sereen Writers Guiid | 


was overwhelming turned down. 
General opinion among the clear- 
er-thinking TMATers was that the 
union should not lead with its chin 
during the fight between IA and the 


actor-artist unions (Four A’s), 
caused by the stagehands’ invasion 
of the latter’s field through granting 


American 
(vaude). <A 
however, 


the ousted 
Actors 


TMAT, 


a chnarier to 
Federation of 
faciion within 
sisted on waiting upon George 
Browne, the IA head, who made 
overtures evidently with the idea of 
strengthening his position in the con- 
test 
be heard tomorrow (Thursday) by 
the executive council of the Ameri- 


in- 


Board Divided 

Despite the opposed sentiment of 
the ygeneral membership, 
directors meeting Friday 
to send a 
to confer 
That action served to intensify the 
feeling in the managers, agents and 
treasurers organization. There were 


| 13 of the board present, five refusing 


to vote on sending the delegation, 
but the motion carried 5 to 3. 

Two years ago, when TMAT 
was supposed to affiliate with IA, 
Browne could not be contacied. Re- 
cently, when he general union 


Siar lé ne asKea 
i} 


l powers mal! 


4 

t 
Squdavovie ! 
‘ 
i 


ih 


It | 


with the Four A’s, which will! 


| Sessions other 


| ducers 


{an affiliation cal] upon him. TMAT 
|rules do not permit the deleyating 
of such authority, so it estab] 
beforehand that the committee 
to Atlantic City could do no more 
| than listen and report back, at which 
time there is sure to be fireworks. 
Membership meeting is regularly 
scheduled for Thursday (10) and a 
| battle is in sight. 
Browne Critical 

Browne is said be critical of 
TMAT’s set-up. He is reported 2sk- 
ing how come there are house and 
company managers in the union and 
the same may be said of press agents. 
Indicated that the JA 
not see why men representing 
and theatre 


stagehands 


to 


leader does 
pro- 
deals 
unionists 
That had 
led previously by other 
labor but in 
TMAT apparently 
objection but did 
development of factions. 
Fight started at 
bership meeting when it was de- 
clared that the gathering was un- 
official, which was not controverted. 
thay, those set forth 


owners in 
with and other 
belong in a labor 
been questio 


union. 


leaders devious wavs 


p i 
ZO. 
not 


the 
the 


around 
prevent 


last week's mem- 


lin the rules cannot be held except 


a TMAT'! 
(4) ruled! 
delegation to the seashore | 
with Browne Sunday (6). | 


,of New York Theatres 


by petition signed by 101 members 
and upon 10 days notice. Board, 
however, decided to act on Browne's 
summons and overlooked the rules. 
More than 350 were present, turn- 
out being a surprise because the 
previous meeting could not muster a 
quorum. 
Meanwhile, the managers League 
held a mem- 
bership meeiing Tuesday (8) to con- 


sider the demands by TMAT for 

changes in the basic agreement 

which were finally handed in about 

1 week ago. Internal situation with- 

n the union ay result » furtiner 
< ff 


ished | 


sent | 


but to entertain charges filed against 
her. 

Explained that under the inter- 
changeability rules, when Miss 
Tucker was suspended under charges 
by the Screen Actors Guild, she was 
| automatically placed in bad standing 
with the other affiliates of the Four 
| A’s. Nevertheless the American 
| Federation of Radio Artists put her 
under a ban before Equity took 
action. Latter based on charges 
filed by five members, identities not 
disclosed. Past season was exception- 
ally successful for Miss Tucker for 
| in addition to scoring in ‘Leave’ she 
| vane the beil in radio and further 
revenue came from night club 
pearances. Riders to her contract 
with Freedley permitted the outside 
appearances and may explain why 
she did not care for a run-of-the- 
play pact with him. 

No Postponement 

Despite a plea from Sophie 


is 


ap- 


Tucker 


to have her hearing delayed, the 
charges against the singer wii] be 
considered by the Equity council 


Aug, 22, as previously planned. That 
was decided yesterday (Tuesday) by 
the council, after Abraham J. Hal- 
perin, Miss Tucker’s attorney, re- 
quested a postponement until after 
Sept. 1. Halperin has refused to say 
definitely whether his client will 
appear at the hearing to defend her- 
self, 
Harry Richman, who 


alles 


ediyv 


participated in the AFA-IATSE :f- 
filiation, was yesterday placed under 
similar suspension by the council 
pending a hearing Aug. 29 on the 
same charges. He has not indicated 
whether he will offer a defense 

In anticipation of a strike the 
Equity council also named en 
‘emergency committee’ to deal with 
any vital matters that may arice, 


without waiting for action by the 
full council. Body consists of Paul 
Dullzell, Walter Greaza, Alfred Kap- 
peller and Muriel Kirkland, for 
Equity, and Ruth Richmond, LeRoy 
MacLean and Gerald Moore, for 
Chorus Equity. 

Maida Reade, for the last eight 
years a member of the council, re- 
signed yesterday to devote herself 
to the duties of executive secretary 
of the new affiliate, the American 
Guild of Variety Artists. She had 
hoped to obtain a leave of absence, 
but the outright resignation was de- 
cided instead. Paul Haakon, dancer, 
against whom charges were brought 
for refusing to join Equity’s affiliate, 
American Guild of Musical Artists, 
was cleared yesterday when the con- 
cert group dropped the case. It wus 

xpla Haakon had subsequently 

ed AGMA. : 


ned 
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Plays Out of Town 





SCANDALS 


Atlantic City, Aug. 8. 


tayua in two acts (25 scenes) produced | 


and staged by George White. Music by 
Sammy Fain; lyrics by Jack Yellen and 
tier) Magidson; dialog by White, Matt} 
Etrooks, Eddie Davis, William K, Wells 

dances by White; gets by Albert Johngon; 
Jialog directed by William K. Wells; or- 
hastra conducted by Charles Drury; at the} 


Garden Pier theatre, Atlantic City, Aug. T, 
"3, $5.30 top. | 

(‘ast Willie and Eugene Howard, Three} 
Siooges Ben Blue, Raymond Middleton, | 
Hilly Raves, Craig Mathues, Carol Bruce, | 
Martha Bumett, Harry Stockwell, Ella Lo- | 
gan, Ross Wyse, Jr., June Mann, Knight | 
Sisters (2), Fred Manatt, Renee De Jar-| 
nette, Christine Forsythe, Ann Miller, Col- 
lvite Lyons, Kim Loo Sistere (4), Betty | 
Allen Harold Whalen, Lois Andrews, 
Ponies and Showgirls (48). Victor Arden 
Orch 





George White last night (Monday) 
and far into this morning presented 
the 13th the refuses to call it that) 
edition of his ‘Scandals.’ It's the first 
‘Scandals’ since 1935, when Bert Lahr | 
headed the cast, and the first Atlantic | 
City opening for the revue—or any 
important show, for that matter—in 
eight years. An overflow crowd of 
Broadway names as well as resort 
vacationists mobbed the opening and 
gobbled up practically all seats for 
the week's stay here. 

Ithough the audience was good | 
natured and entered fully into the 
spirit of the thing from tee-off to re- 
prise, the initial performance couldn't 
even qualify as a dress rehearsal. 
White fully realized the fact, as evi- 
denced by a curtain speech prolog, 
and by expert showmanship made 
the most of it. 

Curtain went up at 9:35 and didn’t 
fall until 2 a. m. First act was in- 
terminable, running two hours and 45 | 
minutes, and much of the crowd 
strolled out for refreshment before 
it was over. 

The 1939 edition of the ‘Scandals’ is 
plenty lavish. Standout is its ex- 
treme originality in every depart- 
ment from one end to the other. It 
was in such a rough state at the} 
opening that its chances are difficult | 
to judge. At the moment they would | 
seem to depend upon how judiciously | 
the cutting is done. There are plenty | 
xf good turns, a reasonable number 
of ear-tintillating tunes and loads of | 
spec, although some of the comedy | 
needs jogging. On the whole, it ap- 
pears to leave an even chance of 
clicking on Broadway. 

White himself was the star of the 
getaway performance. He was on the 
stage more than any member of the 
cast. When a showgal failed to ap- 
pear in the opening blossoms of a| 
rosebud because she put on the 
wrong costume, it opened, anyway— 
to reveal White inside of it. When 
another gal was missing in the finale, 
White grabbed a hat and took her 
place. When grips took overlong 
cleaning up the stage after a pie- 
throwing sequence. White ordered 
the curtains opened and grabbed a 
broom and helped them. He never 
hesitated to walk out and order a 
number done over, showing the cast 
how to do it, or come out and explain 
away mishaps. 

As in many other musicals, one 
femme pops up to become the big 
personal wham. In this case it’s 
dancer Ann Miller. She’s properly 
glamorized and properly inspired, 
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hardly recognizable as the gal who's 
recently been trouping in vaude. 
With a socko phiz and figure and un- 
limited terping ability, whether she’s 
tapping or shim-shamming, she goes 
over powerfully. 

On the comedy end, it’s the Three 
Stooges who stand out Given a 
load of original material, they make 
the best of it. One of their scenes 
is a Hollywood set and is supposed 
to show how the stand-in does all 
the dirty work and the star gets all 
the credits. Curley Howard is the 
stand-in, his duties consisting of ab- 
sorbing three pies full in the face. 
Basic slapstick. it’s a laugh-getter. 

In another excellent bit they ap- 
pear with Willie Howard as dogs, 


whining a lament over the N. Y. 
Dept. of Sanitation signs. Their at- 


tempts to show Madame DuBarry 
how to make love click mildly, but 
their standard waude knockabout 
turn—with some freshening up—is 
one of the nifties of the entire revue. 

Willie and Eugene Howard, top 
billed, are a disappointment all the 
way through. They suffer severely 
from lack of material. Only one 


scene, in which Willie does Walter 
Winchell over the breakfast table, 
meshes. 


Ben Blue scores much better as an 
accessory funny man than in his own 
turn. Latter is almost exactly what 
he has been doing in vaude for the 
past few years. The remaining 
comic, Ross Wyse, Jr., with June 
Mann, garnered only a minor recep- 
tion to his standard (in vaude) body 
tosses and flops. 

On the musical side, Ella Logan is 
the tops. She has plenty in the way 
of pipes and knows all there is about 
selling. She’s given one excellent 
number, ‘Are You Having Any Fun,’ 
and supports in several others. Ray- 
mond Middleton and Craig Mathues 
handle the male singing roles ably. 
Middleton does ‘Good Night My 
Beautiful,” a fairish tune, and 
Mathues delivers ‘First Kiss,’ which 
is questionable unless plugged hard. 

As male end of the terp division, 
Jack Williams is almost equal to 
Miss Miller. He does several good 
tap routines. Miss Miller’s prin- 


cipal turn is in a new dance, ‘The 


Mexiconfga,”’ which Ella Logan sings. 
Rather typical Latin-American type, 
the routine offers promise of catch- 
ing on because it is rather easy to 
perform. Miss Miller shakes it up, 
aided by Ben Blue. Its the big terp 


feature of the revue, as white always | 


had ahad a ‘black bottom,’ a Charles- 
ton and the like as a dance routine. 

Specialty acrobatic dance number 
which also clicks is given by the 
Knight Sisters. Hoofing by the line 
is only mediocre, precision of course 
being bad on the opening night, 
which can be overlooked, but 
choreography is rather too simple 
and monotonous. 

A neat novelty is introduced in a 
‘Theatre Quiz,’ a form of charades. 
A scene is depicted and the audi- 
ence is asked to guess what show is 
represented. For instance, gal who 
is 38 and won’t go up to the guy’s 
hotel room depicts ‘You Can’t Take 


' Tt With You.’ 























Met.: LOU CLAYTON 


Method of introing the turns is 
also good. Kim Loo Sisters, four 
cute Chinese gals, have a novel way 
of bringing on each act, but have a 
tendency sometimes to be just a lit- 


| tle too long. 


Costuming and sets, 
the latter, are standout. 


FOLIES BERGERE 


San Francisco, Aug. 3. 

Musical revue in 13 scenes, 
Clifford C. Fischer; choreography 
semble arrangements by Nathalie 
rova 
roff: dance director 
Irene Karinsky: 
Lavignac, Pellegry, 


particularly 
Herb. 


George Moro; costumes 
scenery, Raymond Deshays 
Grosbois, Lambert 





__LEGITIMATE 








Football Dogs, is the best novelty of 
the almost two-hour performance, 
presenting a group of canines in a 
unique game in which balloons are 
used. Act builds to an unexpected 
payoff, in which the dogs knock 
down the backdrop, exposing a nude 
girl on a ladder. Next, ‘For a Man, 
offers the girls in lavish costumes of 
costiy furs, featuring Andree Lor- 
| rain as Mme. Paris. Parade leads to 
a comic wrestling act between two 
girls and a man but this is lacking 
in punch. 

Comedian, contortionist and har- 
monica player, Gil Lamb makes two 
appearances and wows ‘em, 
| especially with a harmonica-swal- 
lowing stunt which high-spots 


Most sensational and most enthusi- 
astically received at the opener was 


Ashour, the climax of an over-long 
production number _ entitled 
‘Apaches.’ Neither spares. the 
punches, with the act ending as the 
girl gives her partner a taste of his 
own medicine. Nude girls sliding 
down a huge knife blade is a start- 
ling touch in this number. 

Aerial artist Lalage displays amaz- 
ing skill and endurance in her rou- 
tine, which she climaxes 
somersaults while hanging 
arm to a rope high above the stage. 
Other specialties include satirical 
descriptions of a prizetight between 
an Italian and an Englishman, with 
Steve Geray presenting an Italian 
announcer’s version while an un- 
named assistant plays the bored 
English mikeman, and a comedy ac- 
robatic turn by the two Calgarys. 
Occupying next-to-closing spot, the 
latter is a bit too slow and long. 

Most elaborate number is ‘Algeria,’ 
featuring the whirlwind Robenis in 
a breath-taking tumbling routine 
and the Menciassi, as the camel, an 
amusing anima! act performed partly 
on the stage and partly among the 
audience. 

Usually effective dance is ‘Bird of 
the Night, aided by excellent light- 
ing, in which the nude Malcia ap- 
pears to leap high in the air in slow 
motion as she perches upon an in- 
visible black wheel. Least interest- 
ing of the ensemble presentations is 
the French can-can number, al- 
though the three specialty dancers, 
Betty Brite, Iris Wayne and Florence 
} Spencer, are well liked. Finale of 
|the show is tabbed 
France’ and presents the entire cast. 

Latest ‘Folies,’ like its predecessor, 
is actually glorified vaudeville with 
an array of top acts. It will be dif- 
ficult to use the scissors on the show, 
which will have to be cut from its 
present running time to about 90 
— in order to meet the expo 


on Saturdays, Sundays and holidays. 
However, the uninspired can-can 
number, with the show’s only pre- 
viously worn costumes, might be 





| dropped and some of the other pro- | 


duction numbers and_= specialties 
could be tightened a bit. These done, 
the show should be set for a long 
and healthy run. Regardless, it’s a 
big bargain at 75c top, 

As with the preceding ‘Folies Ber- 
gere,’ Fischer has a ready-made flash 
attraction for the picture houses as 
soon as this engagement is over. It 
will have to be cut down for the 
vaudfilmers of course 





‘MISTRESS OF THE INN 


Santa Barbara, Aug. 2. 
Revival of Goldoni clasagic: new version by 
Allan Kenward and Dewitt Bode; features 
Vincent Price, Rose Hobart presented by 
Luther Greene; staged by Kenward; s& 
ting, costumes, 





| bero theatre, Santa Barbara, week Aug. 2, 
"39; $5.30 top 

Cast: Vincent Price, Pose Hohar Mischa 
Auer, Odette Myrtil, Nydia Westtnan, Bi 


Griffith, Thoinas Beck 





When ‘Mistress’ finishes its week's 
run here it will be given a healthy 
dose of mothballs, the actors will si- 
lently sneak back to other pastures 
and everyone connected with 


presented by 
and en- 

Koma- 
; musical arrangements, George Koma- 


musical director, Alex Pierec; technical di- | venture will try his hardest to look 
rector, Stanley I.. Klein: features Andre, | aie : . 
Roberton, Malo, Malcia. Karin Zoska. Leo. |MOnchalant and make believe it 
pold, Tittle Fred and Football Dogs, An-| never happened. Only distinction of 
drea Lorrain Gilbert, Grait Gil Lamb, | : 
Magnin, T.ucienne and Ashour, Lalage, Ma-| this presentation is the name cast 
rianne, Fahy, The Robenis, Tino Crisa,| headed by Rose Hobart, Vincent 
The Menciasst, Steve Geray, Breity Brite, | Price and Mischa Aue! 
Iris Wayne ence Spencer and the Cal- | M ‘i ai Renee ‘ . 
garys: at the California Auditorium, Treas- | , iss Hobart plays a maid who's 
ure Island, San Francisco, opening Aug. 8, | Mistress of the Inn’. Auer—dressed 
"29; Te. top up in perriwinkle and knee pants— 
os = lis a tightwad on the make for her. 


to the Fair from Paris by Clifford C 
Fischer, the new 


pany, excelling the earlier 


to equal it in others. 























Australian and New Zealand The- 
atres, Ltd. 
Presents 


VIOLET CARLSON 


As THE STAR 
>f Its Newest Sensational Hit Show 
The Famous 
LONDON CASINO REVUE 
Playing His Majesty's Theatre, 
Melbourne, Australia 


Now 


its predecessor while 


productior 
numbers on the 


stances fai] to measure 
in the previous ‘Folies’. 
Show gets off to a 


which several girls 


sented a variety of Parisian types 











A specialty, 


Smart, sophisticated, daring in 
spots and altogether eye-filling, the 
new edition of ‘Folies Bergere’ had 
its American premiere at the Golden 


‘Folies Bergere on July 4. Brought 


fast pace set by the previous com- |} 
‘Folies 
Bergere’ in some respects but failing 


Present production is more spec- 
tacular in costumes and staging than 


whole are more 
outstanding and more numerous. In- 
dividual acts, however, in most in- 
up to those 


smash start 
with a prolog, ‘Illusions de Paris,’ in 
appear in 
cleverly designed costumes resembl- 
ing huge hands, while others repre- 


Little Fred and his 


| Billy Griffith is another a.tc., 
| opposition to Auer. Miss Hobart, on 
jthe other hand, is making a 
|for a third guest in the joint, Price. 


playing 


Gate International Exposition to- | But the laiter, a big, strapping guy, 
night (Thursday), breaking thej}can’t be bothered with dames. By 
California Auditorium attendance | the third-act finale, however. he’s 
record established by the preceding | ; 


fallen, and she, having toppled him 


off the high horse, the 


gate, along with the two a.k.s, and 


gives him 


who didn’t figure to have a chance. 


show follows the | gives her hand in troth to the waiter. | 
| 


strained. The only amusement is 
| furnished by Odette Myrtil and Ny- 
| dia Westman, playing ladies of loose 
| virtue, Miss Myrtil being especially 


1 | effective. Thomas Beck, as the 
| waiter, shows vossibilities. Costumes | 
jare pretty, the set is lovely, but | 


direction is poor 





‘True Story,” a whodunit by John 
Van Druten, has been acquired by 
the newly formed firm of Mrs. Carly 
| Wharton and Martin Gabel. Ruth 
Chatterton may have the lead and 
Auriol Lee will direct. 


his | 
second turn, the better of the two. |; 


the Apache dance by Lucienne and | 


with 60) 
by one! 


‘Nobility of | 


schedule of four performances a day | 


Kate Drain Lawson; at Lo- | 


the | 


play | 


Dialog is dull and the action re- | 
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Summer Tryouts 


This Little Piggy Had 


None 
Stony Creek, Conn., Aug. 7. 
Drama in three acts (prolog and nine 


) scenes) by Rene Michel; adapted into Eng- 





lish by Harry Sothern; staged and pre- 
sented by Willlam Castle; at the Siony 
Creek theatre, Stony Creek, Conn., one 
| week opening Aug. 7, °39. 
| Mary. -cccccccsccscere based Kenee Nonie Gause 
CIBPA. 120500 eeceeeseeees I8abella Robertson 
ANIMA. ccccvces Coocccccccece -lone Miggues 
| ROM. . ccsdenesses onenes eoeeees- Charles Hoyt 
| Skippy Coc eoeeesecece Harold Melandér 
Peter Martin (boy)....Raymond Santagatna 
| Sam 0 ee ..- Alexander Cross 
1 Bob Baber... ccccsscoscesoves Louis Neistat 
| Lewis Straight........ eee. Harry Sothern 
i Mra. Progee..«.scer eeeeee Judith Simmons 
| Peter Martim...cccecccs eeees» Martin Miller 
| es CONGO 206-05 x0ksen0080 -..-Ben Fromikin 
Girt Boarder. ..s.cccscsce eoees»- Ann Morath 
SEOTEH GORE. coccscccseccse +»-Maurice Hunt 
Darla VerMme..ocacssveccses ensue Mary Roth 
| Mra. O'Flaherty. ...cccosess Judith Simmons 
gee errr err ee Allen Nourse 
| 


Second consecutive tryout here 
|; comes under the heading of novelty. 
Doubtful if it could get very far 
either as a play or film as its appeal 
is definitely limited. Theme is heavy, 
even to the point of being slightly 
depressing, but draws some interest 
due to the off-the-beaten-path man- 
ner of unfolding the plot. 

Essentially, the production is a di- 
rector’s plaything, employing tech- 
nic from radio, pictures and stage. 
William Castle’s treatment is primar- 
ily cinematic and in this respect he 
puts over several effective scenes. 
There’s comedy to a film theatre 
bingo scene, drama to a scene be- 
tween the inferiority-complexed lead 
and the prostie who's using him for 
a meal ticket and tragedy to a finale 
in which he collapses mentally. 

Harry Sothern did commendably 
in adapting the Rene Michel play. 
Prolog shows Peter Martin (Martin 
Miller), as a boy, being ridiculed by 
playmates because of his facial re- 
semblance to a pig. Thirty years 
later, Martin, now a bank teller, 
shows the effects of having this ridi- 
|cule trail him throughout life. He 
has become somewhat of a jellyfish 
and shuns other people’s company. 
At a picture house bingo night he 
wins the prize, thanks to a pickup 
who plants herself next to him. The 
pair celebrate the prize-winning 
with a round of nite clubs and end 
up in the apartment of the girl 
(Mary Roth). 

Martin takes the girl seriously, em- 
bezzles from the bank to keep her 
in luxury and when the bank ex- 
aminers close in, Doris gives him the 
air, telling him that money was the 
only thing that made it at all pos- 
sible for her to put up with his pig- 
like face. Constant reminders of the 
resemblance from other sources 
eventually wear Martin down and 
| he ends up by going insane, imagin- 
ing himself to be a real pig. 

Miller has a heavy acting burden 
but makes the role credible. Miss 
| Roth is in and out, hopping from 
fair-enouzh acting to just ordinary. 
Balance of large cast is pretty much 
routine as to trouping. 

Play is a nightmare from technical 
angle, requiring nine changes on a 
pint-sized stage. Bone. 


CHARLOTTE CORDAY 


Schenectady, N. Y., Aug. 5. 
Drama in two acts (four scenes) by Helen 
Jerome; staged by Ruben; settings, 
Michael Weightman-Smith; costumes, Chris- 
tine Stewart; lighting, Robert Brown, mu- 
Sical direction, Howard Abell; presented 
|} by Mohawk Drama Festival and Institute, 
| Union College, Schenectady, N. Y¥., Aug. 1, 

3Y; $1.50 top 
Charlotte Corday 


Jose 


Eugenie T.eontovich 


Lauze de Perret..cecese: Philip Huston 
Marat aeeeewem es Herbert Ranson 
Danton ... Curtis Cookse 


.Ainsworth Arno a 
ae on Dennis Hoey 


President of the Tribunal. 
| Prosecuting Attorney.... 


Miss Jerome's hands Charlotte Cor. 
day becomes a garruious and fanati- 
cal bore. She certainly isn'ta glamour 
girl. 

Remaining reasonably faithful to 
| history, Miss Jerome presents the 
aristocratic murderess as an intense 
young woman, with a fixity of pur- 
| pose and a certain dignity in face of 
death. Her historical figures have 
| story-book momiposity and in at least 
one scene she has been at obvious 
pains to drag in some topical allu- 
sions about democracy, dictatorships 
concentration camps and the like. - 


In her final scene, however, she 
has tossed away all restraint and 
written several minutes of un. 
abashed, maudlin claptrap. That 
wraps up Charlotte and delivers her 
on the doorstep as one of the most 
lurid little crime-of-passion molls 
who ever gazed from a tabloid front 
page. 

Faced with a stubbornly static 
script, Jose Ruben has directed the 
production with an emphasis on vise 
ual effect, which is handsomely rea- 
lized in Michael Weightman-Smith’s 
severe settings against the sylvan 
background. But no director or cast 
could conceivably bring such a posey 
clay figure to life. . 

Eugenie Leontovich has been un- 
able to resolve the contradictions of 
the title part, so her Charlotte Cor- 
day is neither an emotionless zealot 
nor a romantic heroine in the grip 
of a tragic course of events. She has 
a few effective moments, but her 
playing frequently adds to the con- 
fusion of the part. From the very 
outset it is a clear case of miscasting. 

As the romantic juvenile, Philip 
Huston is acceptable in his straight- 
forward early scene, but is over- 
whelmed by the syrupy sentimental- 
ity of the final one. Herbert Ranson 
and Curtis Cooksey accentuate the 
cardboard qualities of Marat and 
Danton, while Dennis Hoey mouths 
the role of the prosecutor. Jeanne 
Dante is direct and convincing in a 
small part, while Ross Hertz catches 
the comedy in another supporting 
role. Although the cast as a whole 
is above par for a strawhat produc- 
tion, the performance has numerous 
rough spots, with missed cues and 
actors stepping on each others’ lines, 








| 


| And even on the final performance 
| caught (5), some of the leading play- 
, ers still hadn't learned their lines. 
Hobe. 


| Sing Before Breakfast 


} 


| Baltimore, Aug. 4. 


Comedy in three acts by Peter Levins and 
ren Murray presented b the Hilltop 
| Theatre: staged by Gregory S. Mooney; sete 
tine, EMdwin Smith: at the Hilltop theatre, 
| Catonsville, Md., week Aug. 1, °39 
Christine Holt..cccesse . Jean Price 
Ray Dilley seseees George Herrick 
| Maggie... ceccses ececees Clara Cedrone 
Bi FIO. ccese eooses- Kenneth Fertig, Jr. 
Tiny Dvyek cebatabeabacs Alexander Boase 
Paul Stimeson...-.ceses Allan Dale, Jr, 
Viola Hopping....... Mary Jane Stockhain 
SOG BFOMOR, 2c ccuccens Jack hhirkwood 
Mrs, Hopping : ; oe 
caeee Mrs. William MacDonald Veale 
| Fred Hopping...ccce- Thad Sharretts 
Bete eNOMG . 64 654600668665 tielen Mason 
Ist Policeman. .cecee ° Don Swanr Jr 
“d Policeman me V. Ramont Hamel 


This is a first attempt at a new 
seript by the Hilltop Theatre, pioneer 
| strawhat group in this vicinity. Or- 
| ganized by Don Swann, Jr., and a 
group of locals identified with little 
theatres, group has succeeded in at- 
tracting some trade from Baltimore 
to the suburban, ancient mansion 
formerly the home of the Patapsco 
| Female Institution. Current season 
' marks initial effort under its Im- 
ported director, Gregory .S. Mooney. 
| ‘Sing Before Breakfast’ is an at- 
| tempt at rapid and sophisticated com- 
edy but it falls short because of 


Attorney for the Defense Ralph Clanton | thin plotting and unoriginal premise 
Comtes ze de Br tteville Katherine Emmet It’s the story about the apparently 
“pnts mage reat Ae nines I a | unsophisticated country dame ho 
Simmone E:vard Donna Far | £0ists herself upon a group of city 
ERUENE BAR: o.cc00seensss Hugh Norton | Slickers—in her search for the glit- 
ROE 0565 05sneentiensiines Leslie Denison | ter and glamor of a stage career. 

— Pate tah aa tele oe je | Viola Hopping (Mary Jane Stock- 
la Fondee ws Ban Alexander | ham, rural adventuress, makes het 
Police Commissioner John Burke | Dlay for socially prominent Tiny 
“+ ange bn :::Ross Hertz | Dyck (Alexander Boase), who's shar- 
Patios... zs “Melanie Grant |228 Dis roof with Christine (Jean 
Jean-Jacques tha igsvce (Guess R. 17 carlin | Price) and Bill Holt (Kenneth Fer- 
First Soldier........ Clinton Anderson | tig, Jr.), his brother and sister chiid- 
-- ond Boldies -+e+++..Brayton Lewis | hood companions. Dyck is a stuffy 
irs s-(C ( t , 'R | “ar 7 P 
Ahad ~~ tebe oe y Agata | sort, bogged down with a Galahad 


| Clerk of the Tribunal 
Hairdresser 


Rawls 
{Charles Tyler 

.1 Carl Rapp 
(Terry Ross 


Judges 





This drama by the author of ‘Pride 
and Prejudice’ and ‘Jane Eyre’ 
loomed as one of the promising try- 
outs of the strawhat season, but it 
turns out to be a fizzle. Play is 
merely passable for summer theatri- 
cals, made somewhat more palatable 


in this attractive open-air theatre on | 


the Union college campus. But from 
a commercial standpoint it’s a dud. 

According to her own statement in 
the program, Miss Jerome sees Char- 
lotte Corday as ‘the most astounding 
figure in all the glittering gallery of 
the French Revolution.’ And she 
adds: ‘If the much degraded and 
once beautiful word, Glamour, could 


be reinvested with its oldtime mean- ! 


ing, it is the word in which I would 
clothe her.’ That may be a laudable 
‘premise for writing a play, but in 


Kenn Randall | 


complex and a burning desire to be 
| kind and helnful to all. ; 

| Viola, taking advantage of this, 
soon has the Jad lassoed into a com- 
promising engagement, svurred on by 
}her narrow and eaually grasping 
iparents. Actually, the girl for Dyck 
is Christine, but he has sort of taken 
| her for eranted right along. For the 
| sake of honor and respectability he 
is ready, however, to go through with 
| the forced situation with Viola, but 
| Bill. a screwball director of radio 
shows, nulls him out and into the 
arms of the doting Christine. All in 
all, it’s just a lot of shouting and 
rushing around, though not without 
; some moments of laughter. But 
| ‘Sing Before Breakfast’ needs plenty 
| of work. 

Competent performances are turned 
| in by Miss-Price. Fertig, Miss Stock- 
|} ham and Clara Cedrone, as a wise- 
cracking family retainer. Boase and 


| Helen Mason, as the constantly in 
ebriated divorcee, have their m 
ments. Production okay. Burm. 





————— 
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Frisco; ‘Road’ $6,800, ‘Bound’ 8146 





San Francisco, Aug. 8. 
Hottest thing in town is the new 


‘Folies Bergere,’ which had its 
American preem at the California 
Auditorium on Treasure Island, 


Thursday night (3). Success of previ- 
ous edition of ‘Folies’ here and ad- 
vance ballyhoo on the new show 


were responsible for the largest ad- | mantic 


vance sale for any show to hit the 
Island, : 
The auditorium had 3,751 paying 
patrons for the one show opening 
day. Of these 296 stood, just about 
the limit allowed by the fire depart- 
ment. Biggest attendance to date in 
the auditorium had been on July 4 
when the previous ‘Folies’ drew 
3.608. Three shows the following day 
also played to standing room. _ 
Two shows folded on the mainiand 
Saturday (5), 
which played two weeks at the Cur- 
ran to indifferent business, and ‘To- 


‘Outward Bound,’ | 


f 


| 


| 





bacco Road,’ which did well at the | 


Geary. New shows are ‘Swing 
Mikado,’ former Federal Theatre 
production, which is being commer- 
cially presented, and ‘White Cargo,’ 


since the folding of the FTP, tomor- 
row (Wednesday). 
Estimates for Last Week 
‘Tobacco Road,’ Geary (7th-final 
week) (1,550; $1.65)—Wound up 


_ with $6,800 for the final week, plenty | 


HAYES $28,500 


okey. 

‘Outward Bound,’ Curran (2d final 
week) (1,770; $3.30). Take last week 
didn't warrant holdover so company 
will remain idle until play opens at 
the Biltmore, Los Angeles, Aug. 14. 
Final week here got $8,500. 

Treasure Island 

‘Cavaleade of Golden West,’ Caval- 
cade (24th week) (5,000; $1.10). Al- 
though nights are pretty cool, ‘Cav- 
alcade,’ holding up well. 
got around $28,000, great. 

‘Folies Bergere,’ California Audi- 
torium (3,300; 75c.). 
rific $17,000 between opening night 
(3) show, three performances Fri- 
day (4) and four on each of the fol- 
lowing two days. Policy of one mat- 
inee-two evening shows weekdays 
and two mats and as many shows 
weekend nights continues, 


LTC DUCKING PITT; 
CAN'T GET HOUSE 


Pittsburgh, Aug. 8. 
New Legitimate Theatre Corp. has 
decided against invading Pittsburgh, 











Bitter Sweet,’ $12,000, 
Clicks in Louisville 


Louisville, Aug. 8. 

‘Bitter Sweet,’ Noel Coward's ro- 
musical success, closed a 
profitable week at the Iroquois 
Amphitheatre with a take of ap- 
proximately $12,000, which amply 
covers the Shubert’s guarantee. 
Charlotte Lansing, Roy Cropper, 
Clifford Newdah!l, Hope Emerson, 
and Hanna Toback stood out in the 
leading roles, and ideal weather, plus 
heavy bally, particularly in the 
Southern Indiana and Kentucky 
area, brought many parties from sur- 
rounding towns and communities. 

Operettas have been drawing from 
quite a wide area this summer, with 
small town clubs and organizations 
contributing to make up the audi- 
ences at the Amphitheatre. On 
night when localites make up the 


patronage, b.o. sags slightly. 
to be revived at the Alcazar, dark | 





Last week | 


Snatched ter- | 


‘No, No, Nanette’ opened yesterday 
(Monday) and current week will 
conclude the season. Dorothy Stone, 
Charles Collins, Hope Emerson, 
Roscoe Ails and Florenz Ames are 
in the leads, 





IN L.A. FINALE 


Los Angeles, Aug. 8. 
Helen Hayes wound up two profit- 
able weeks in ‘Ladies and Gentle- 
men’ at the Biltmore theatre Satur- 
day (5) and left 
New York from where she sails for 





|a European vacash. Biltmore will be 


at least for coming season, because | 
two shows on 1939-40 schedule, ‘Our ' 


Town’ and ‘What a Life,’ have al- 
ready played here. At any rate, 
that’s the official reason, but chief 


dark for a week, relighting Monday 
(14) with Coast production of ‘Out- 
ward Bound,’ currently winding up 
at the Curran, San Francisco. 


‘The Mikado —In Swing’ has 
caught on at the El Capitan and 


wound up first week of nine per- 
formances with around $10,000, very 
good, with sale building. 
Estimates for Last Week 

‘Ladies: and Gentlemen,’ Biltmore 
(2d final week) (D-1,564; $3.30). Vir- 
tual sellout at each performance, for 
neat $28,500. 

‘The Mikado—In Swing,’ El] Capi- 
ton (Hollywood) (lst week) (M- 


| 1.465; $1.50). All-Negro revue build- 


one is believed to be fact that there | 


isn’t a site available. Only one is 


Syria Mosque, concert hall, and un- | 


suited to plays. 

Town's other old legit houses have 
all disappeared. Davis was razed sev- 
eral months ago to make way for 
parking lot and Alvin and Pitt have 
long since been converted into film 
houses, 

However, Fortune Gallo, one of 
those behind LTC, hasn’t given up 
hope of invading city, nevertheless, 
in a small way for the starter 
Helen Donnelly, one-time p.a. for 
Shuberts here and now a free-lancer, 


has contacted impresario about pos- | 
sibility of bringing the two other at- | 
tractions, Eva Le Gallienne’s ‘Mas- 


ter Builder’ and ‘On Borrowed Time,’ 
here for one-night stands, possibly 
under important benefit auspices, 
and Gallo’s interested. Before going 
ahead, though, Miss Donnelly’s try- 
ing to locate a theatre and hopes to 
persuade one of the theatre circuits 
to turn over a picture house for an 
evening. It’s been done elsew here, 
but never in Pittsburgh. 


WOMEN’ NIFTY 


Draws $5,00@ in Return Date at the 
Brighton, Brooklyn 











Brooklyn, Aug. 8. 

Return of ‘The Women’ to the 
Brighton, Brighton Beach, last week 
saw house get strong play. 

Current is ‘Primrose Path,’ with 
Lulu McConnell getting top billing; 
next week, Nazimova in ‘Ghosts.’ 

Estimate for Last Week 

‘The Women,’ Brighton (1,400: $1). 
Good return engagement drew nifty 
$5,000. 


‘Town,’ $6,600, Denver 


Denver, Aug. 8. 
With four sellouts out of nine per- 
formances, ‘Our Town’ ran up the 
second best gross this year at Elitch. 
Estimate for Last Week 
‘Our Town,’ Elitch (1,525; $1.25).—- 
A shade better than opener, but 
about $1,000 below best week out of 
Six this summer: $6,600. ‘I Loved 
You Wednes*ay’ is current. 


ce 


ing and should hit strong pace for 
next few weeks. First nine per- 
formances, including Sunday (6), 
grossed around $10,000, okay. 

‘Labor Pains,’ Musart (3d week) 
(D-350; $1.10). Built somewhat, with 
several performances under aus- 
pices; $1,200, or better. 





Mrs. Flanagan 








(Continued from page 49) 
the way out, have filed application 
fo. berths in the NYA. Among the 
plays which may be taken over is 
‘Pinnochio, which was 
when FTP suspended. 

A last minute effort to save the 
relief theatre was made by Senator 
Pepper Friday (4), when he intro- 
duced a rider to the deficiency bill, 
but the measure was voted down. 
Senate, after frowning on the regu- 
lation that forces all but veterans to 
take a furlough if on WPA for 18 
months, failed to adopt measures to 
knock out the rule. That means that 
dismissals which were held up are 
proceeding and a majority of those 
on FTF rolis will receive no checks 
a ter Aug. 31. The balance will be 
out at the end of September. 

Stated that the administrative 
branch of the WPA arts projects will 
be turned over to Col. Brehon 
Somervell at 60 Columbus avenue, 
who referred to the added 
essignment as ‘just another head- 


immediately for | 





(Continued from page 1) 


the Southern California Symphony; 
Robin Hood Dell Opera of Philadel- 
phia, under W. K. Huff; the N. Y. 
Stadium, under Mrs. Guggenheim; 
the N. Y. Grand Opera Co., under 
Amedeo Passeri; the Enzo Dell’Ori- 
fice Opera Co., under the man of the 
Same name; and the Mozart Opera 
Co., under Elisha Hansen, 

Some of these companies will play 
only one week, while the San Carlo 
has a 52-week tour. 

Cities to be visited that ordinarily 
do not have opera are Dallas, At- 
lanta, Boston, Cleveland, New Or- 
leans, Richmond, Toledo, Nashville, 
Indianapolis and Memphis. Average 
cost per perfomance is $3,500. 





Engagements 





Dennis King, Helen Brooks, Nell 
O’Day, John D. Seymour, King Cal- 
der, Norman Leavitt, ‘Petticoat 
Fever,’ Berkshire playhouse, Stock- 
bridge, Mass. 

Whitford Kane, Joanna Roos, 
Philip Tonge, Richard Waring, Ethel 
Morrison, Hathaway Kale, John Car- 
mody, Edgar Kent, Charles Trexler, 
Esther Mitchell, Wyman Kane, 
Nancy Spencer, John F. Roche, ‘The 
White Steed,’ Newport Casino the- 
atre, Newport, R. I. 

Starr West, John Barclay, Nell 
Converse, Stuart Fox, Derrick Johns, 
Teddy Jones, Jim Robertson, Isobel 
Rose, Joan Bates, ‘Missouri Legend,’ 
Starlight theatre, Pawling, N. Y. 


Lenore Ulric, Royal Beal, Len 
Mence, William Challee, Gloria 
Blondell, ‘Lilith,’ Wharf theatre, 


Provincetown, Mass. 
Dorothy June Smith, Gilmore 
Bush, Franklin Gray, Kenneth Bis- 


bee, ‘Francesca da Rimini,’ Keene 
theatre, Keene, N. H. 
Jane Cowl, Don Terry, Joaquin 


Souther, St. Clair Bayfield, Charles 
Jordan, ‘Captain Brassbound’s Con- 


version,” Cape playhouse, Dennis, 
Mass. 
Ann Fairleigh, Elaine Sheldon, | 


Laura Barrett, Ed Krieling, Charles 
Mendick, John Ireland, ‘Goodbye 
Again,’ Robin Hood theatre, Arden, 
Del. 

Marie Wilson, Anna Erskine, Pert 
Kelton, Ivy Trottman, Louis Sorin, 
Julia Walsh, Philip Bourneuf, Fran- 
ces Reid, Ethel Purnello, Howard 
Freeman, Pierre d’Ennery, Richard 
Cdlin, Whiting Thornton, Kate 


| Holt, Reed Shields, ‘Gentlemen Pre- 
| fer Blondes,’ 


New England play- 
house, Ridgefield, Conn. 
Sally O'Neil, Robert Henderson, 


| Frances Brandt, Richard McKay, Lee 


Parry, Jean Robinson, ‘Smilin’ 


| Through,’ Green Gables playhouse, 


| Conklin, 


Drums, Pa. 
Marv Jane Walsh, Richard Koull- 
mar, Hans Robert, Clyde Fillmore, 


‘Too Many Girls’ (B’way produc- 
tion). 
Eddie Bracken, Elaine’ Barrie, 


Anthony Ross, Leila Ernst, ‘What a 
Life,’ Bass Rocks theatre, Gloucester, 
Mass. 

Nancy Kimberly, 
Jane Parker, 


Eula Guy, Hal 
Ann Loring, 


| Donald Foster, Ruth Sherrill, Philip 


running | 


Truex, ‘Personal Appearance,’ Mono- 
moy theatre, Chatham, Mass. 
Jane Cowl, Thais Lawton, Mary 


Newnham Davis, Richard Temple, 
Mimi Doyle, Joe Souther, Stephen 
Appleby, Patricia Calvert, Guy} 


Spaull, Robert Wallsten, John Guy | 


Sampsel, Katherine Murphy, Cynthia 


Latham, ‘Easy Virtue,’ Cape play- 
house, Dennis, Mass. 

Harry Sothern, Alexander Cross, 
Louis Neistat Judith Simmons, 


Maurice Hunt. George Petrie, Warren 


| Young, Elizabeth Dinsmore, Daga 
Hammond. Spen_ Teakle, Allen 
Nourse, Nonie Gause, Isabella 
Robertson, Ione Miggues Charlie | 
Hoyt, Harold Melander, Raymond 
Santagatna, Ben Fromkin, Ann 


, Sheppard, Arlene Haber, Brook Bur- 
|rell, Yale Burge, ‘This Little Piggy | 
| Had 


'ache.’ Indicated that the quarters on | 
| Madison avenue will suspend at the 


end of the month. 
moving over in an advisary capacity 


Paul Edwards is | 


but not clear how much of his staff | 


vill be retained. 

Claimants of coin for leaves of ab- 
sence which they were entitled to, 
but did not take, have started a 
move to collect coin that would have 
been due for such time off. An at- 
torney agreed to take the claims on 


i the basis of $1 each when filed with 


additional $1 if he is 
from the 


him, and an 
successful in 
government 


eollectine 
collec lS 


Morath. Allen Stuart, Jean Horton, ; 
Maurice Saraschn, 2nd, Roy Johnson, | 
Marie Duffy, Eleanor Pfautz, Laurel 


None,’ Stony Creek theatre, | 
Stony Creek, Conn. 


‘Little Women’ to Music 


Portland, Me., Aug. 1. 


The first performances anywhere 
of the O'Hara-Howard-Ravold mu- 
sical version of ‘Little Women’ will 


be given at the New England Mu- 
sic Camp, Sydney, Me., Aug. 21-23. | 
Cast includes Marguerite Sylva, | 


‘onetime singer with the Metropoli- 
tan opera; her two daughiers, Marita 


and Daphne; Gvynia Gray, and Don- 
ald Rogers, frequent tenor soloist 
with the Philadelphia ore 


|assured for 


| wntae 
1 5.0Te 


,own the majority stock 
| the Hipp property, which is handled 
| by the City Bank & Farmers Trust. 
| Present financial 





‘Mikado in Swing’ 106, 
Killer-Diller in Detroit 


Detroit, Aug. 8. 
_ Although take slipped below open- 
ing week’s snappy $12,000, second 
stanza for ‘Mikado in Swing’ last 
week was still plenty nifty at the 
Cass. 

Word-of-mouth has been hefty 
and rave notices have helped sepia 
musical, which currently is in its 
third week and looks strong enough 
to last a few more. 

Estimate for Last Week 

‘Mikado in Swing,’ Cass (2d wk) 
(1,800; $1.65). After pulling smash 
$12,000 first stanza, sepia musical 
continued to snare ’em last week for 
a neat $10,000 on nine performances. 


‘CHILDREN’ UP 
0 12446 IN CHI 


Chicago, Aug. 8. 

After a slight decline following his 
recent layoff, the John Barrymore 
show, ‘My Dear Children,’ is starting 
to spurt into the highcoin brackets 
once more. It looks set to stick till 
the fall, forcing ‘White Steed,’ origi- 
nally slated for the Selwyn, to book 
the Harris due to the Barrymore 
occupation of the former. 

Estimate for Last Week 

‘My Dear Children,’ Selwyn (13th 
week) (1,000; $2.75). Excellent gross 
in view of the length of the stay, 











$1,000 over week before. 





New Scripts 








Robert Meskill and Stuart War- 
rington have written ‘Blueberry Pie,’ 
an adaptation of a novel by Thyra 
Samter Winslow. Warrington is an 
actor-stage manager formerly 
ciated with the Crosby Gaige office. 

Joseph M. Viertel has completed 
‘It’s Smart to Be Thrifty,’ which he 
describes as a satirical comedy about 
department store super-efficiency— 
as at Macy’s, for instance. 
trying his hand at short stories. 
Brandt & Brandt is his agency. 

Walter Damrosch has written a 
new operatic score for the late Wil- 
liam J. Henderson’s book of ‘Cyrano,’ 
from the Edmond Rostand drama. 
| Stanley Young, Golden fellowship 











asso- 





| winner, has authored a new one, 
|‘Dance Away Home.’ He's at his} 
| Westport (Conn.) home. 

| Douglas McLean, the actor, has 
|turned to authorship, having com- | 
| pleted a comedy, ‘Dear Diary.’ 
Edward Childs Carpenter’ and 


| (Mrs.) Helen Carpenter have writ- 
| ten their first collaboration, ‘Mr. 
Bronson Grows a Mustache.’ Mrs. 
| Carpenter is a magazine writer and 
| previously authored an unproduced 
| play on her own. 
| New Hartford (Conn.) home. 
Howard Dietz has finished his first 
straight play, ‘Captain’s Uniform,’ an 


| adaptation from Carl Zuckmayer’s 
continental success. Gabriel Pascal | 
may do it in London in the fall. 





Garage Vice Hipp 





(Continued from page 1) 
pected to serve as a bus terminal 
Present intention is to convert the 

spot so that enough revenue will be 
tax paying purposes. 
There jis still talk of a department 
ultimately using the site, 
Wanamaker’s again being mentioned. | 
That establishment and Hearn’s are 


the only major department stores re- 


maining south of the 34th street 
|zone, Marshall Field, 3d, is said to 


interest in 


setup calls for a 
2% return on $2,000,000, or around 
$40,000 annual rent. 

Work on a tax-payer and prob- 
able film theatre has started on the 
Fitzgerald building-Cohan theatre 
site at 43d and Broadway. Building 
yas torn down last winte: put con- 


truction was held up fo: ne iime 


snagging snappy $12,500, increase of | 


He’s also | 


| takings 


To Materialize as Buyers Arrive; 
Tucker Row Balks Return of ‘Me’ 


| Lift in business on Broadway, 
which was expected to accompany 
; the entrance of August, did not ma- 
i terialize. In fact, grosses went off 
and most leaders dropped $1,500 or 
more from the none-too-high levels 
of the previous week. Saturday 
night (5) was particularly weak, 
though that’s natural for this period. 


New alibi is that the buyers flock- 
ing to town are being entertained at 
the fancy World’s Fair cafes rather 
than at the theatres, 


Weather was undoubtedly a factor 
in the offish legit going. Cooling 
{systems hardly prove strong enough 
|}lures on humid nights. The list still 
has 11 attractions, more than last 
year at the same time, but, of course, 
there are much fewer than figured 
'when, through the mirage of the 
| Fair, a boom summer was predicted. 
|So far only one of the shows which 
|suspended and announced dates of 
|resumption has returned, it being 
i'The American Way,’ which is doing 
| only moderately for such a major 
|; production, and is being mentioned 
|for the road. 


Status of ‘Leave It to Me,’ which 
led the list for months, is in doubt 
because of Equity’s suspension of 
Sophie Tucker, who’s featured. Mu- 
sical was carded to relight at the Im- 
perial Aug. 21, but the date was nec- 
essarily put back. Possible that ‘Me’ 
will pass up the repeat on Broadway 
and take to the road. 

First premiere in sight is George 
White’s ‘Scandals,’ which opened a 
tryout in Atlantic City Monday (7). 
With plenty of cutting and polishing 
to be done, the debut at the Alvin is 
;not yet set. 
Estimates 








for Last Week 


‘Abe Lincoln in Illinois,’ Plymouth 
| (43d week) (D-1,036; $3.30). Drama, 
| which topped straight shows earlier 
in the season, has been considerably 
|down of late; around $5,500 last 
week, probably under an even break; 
,expected to do better from now on. 
| ‘Hellzapoppin’, Winter Garden 
| (38th week) (R-1,671; $3.30). Still the 
best grosser in town; only show that 
did not drop; topped $28,000. 
‘Ne Time For Comedy,’ Barrymore 
(17th week) (CD-1,096; $3.30). Eased 
; off Jast week, which was true of 
| other attractions; around $11,500 for 
| seven performances (three matinees, 
no Saturday performances). 


| ‘Streets of Paris,’ Broadhurst (8th 
| week) (R-1,116; $4.40). Turning in 
good grosses but affected by gen- 
/eral conditions; last week quoted 
| around $19,500. 
‘Amesican Way,’ Center 
| week) (D-3,433; $3.30). Some talk 
/of sending patriotic spectacle on 
|tour; attendance still under expecta- 
| tions, $20,000, 

| ‘Little Foxes,’ National (26th 
week) ¢(D-1,164; $3.30). Okay consid- 
;ering the time of year; around 
| $10,000. 

‘Philadelphia Story,’ Shubert (20th 
week) (C-1,367; $3.30). Straight- 


(24th 


|show leader also affected last week, 


|mosily by the weather; dipped to 


around $17,500, which is still im- 
| portant, 
| ‘“Tebacee Road,’ Forrest (296th 


week) (D-1,107; $1.65). New lead not 
selected and James Barton may stay 


though he has given notice; business, 
| however, light, with takings around 
| $3,500. 

They are at their | 


‘Yokel Boy,’ Majestic (6th week) 


| (M-1,717; $3.30). Getting mostly bal- 


cony business and may be breaking 
even; takings quoted around $15,000. 
ADDED 

‘From Vienna,’ Music Box (8th 
week ). tefugee revue getting by 
with some help from sponsors; at- 
tendance spotty, with last week’s 
around $4,500. 

‘Pins and Needles,’ Windsor (88th 
week). Unionist revue operating to 
some profit but has been off lately; 
$5,500 estimated. 


‘Mice’ Nice $3,500 
Mapiewood, N. J., Aug. 8. 
‘Mice and Men,’ with Bert Frohman 
and Ethel Britton, did over $3,500, 
nice, at the Maplewood stock theatre 
here last week. 
Current is ‘Tonight or Never,’ with 
Heien Gahagan and James Rennie. 


Current Roadshows 


(Week of Aug. 7) 








My Dear Children’ (John Barry- 
)ore )—Selwyn, Chicago. 

‘Scandals’ (Willie and Eugene 
Howard)— Garden Pier, Atlantic 

‘Tobaceo Read’—State, San Jose, 
Cal. (7); Santa Santa Cruz, 
Cal. (8); State, Monterey, Cal. (9); 
Au‘litorium, Oakland. Cal .(10.12) 


Cruz, 
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Guild Scores Wire Services 

American Newspaper Guild will 
undertake a militant campaign to 
organize the wire services, it was 
decided at the sixth annual conven- 
tion of the organization in San, 
Francisco, which closed with the re- 
election of Heywood Broun as prez 
by acclamation. 

News services were the objects of 
slashing attacks at the conclave, be- 
ing characterized as ‘becoming the 
greatest obstacles to Guild organiza- 
tion throughout the United States,’ 
and ‘the last citadels of widespread 
anti-Guild activity within the news- 
paper industry.’ United Press, As- 
sociated Press and_ International 
News Service were named, and the 
declaration made that ‘until the As- 
sociated Press is organized nation- 
ally, strongly and militantly, the 
publishers are going to continue to 
use it as a Guild-smashing instru- 
ment.’ 


Organization advances reported 
111 contracts covering 140 news- | 
papers, wire services, syndicates, | 


radio stations and news magazines! 
in force as of June 1, 1939, as com- 
pared with 77 such contracts in the 
previous year. Current membership 
is 18,755, compared with 16,797 a 
year ago. Of the 18,755, 13.727 are| 
in editorial departments, and 5,028 
in commercial departments. 

Jonathan Eddy was defeated as in- 
ternational v.p. by Milton Kaufman, 
exec sec of the N. Y. Guild. Victor 
Pasche, of N. Y., was re-eiected sec 
and treasurer, Regional v.p.’s are 
Donald Sullivan, Boston; Harry Mar- 
tin, Memphis; Harry Wohl, Chicago; | 
Robert Canozzi, Seattle, and Roger | 
Irwin, Toronto. Named v.p.’s at! 
Jarge are Morris Watson, N. Y.; Wil- 
liam Farson, Philadelphia; Philip N. 
Connolly, Los Angeles; J. J. Kenen, 
Cleveland, and Julius Klyman, St. | 
Louis. | 

Guild auxiliary, at its first conven- | 
tion, elected Mrs, Catherine Mc- | 
Grath, of Chicago, as prez, and Mrs. 
Marion Canozzi, Seattle, sec and 
treasurer; Eunice Dolan, Chicago, 
first v.p.; Blanche Farson, Philadel- 
phia, second v.p., and Ruth Erick- 
son, San Francisco, third v.p 


| 





Dan Parker Asks 250G Libel 

Dan Parker, sports editor of the 
New York Daily Mirror, filed suit in 
the U. S. District Court in Phila- 
delphia last week for $250,000 dam- 
ages against Ray Fabiani, wrestling 
promoter; Gordon Mackay, columnist | 
on the Camden (N. J.) Courier-Post; | 
Charles Wagner, p.a. for Fabiani; 
Lanse McCurley, sports editor of the} 
Philly Daily News, and the Daily 
News Company. | 

Parker charges the News published 
@ series of stories in which state- 
ments were made damaging his 
character and reputation in his pro- 
fession. Statements named in the 
complaint include that Parker un- 
ethically used his position as sports 
ed of the Mirror to advance the in- 
terests of Jack Pfeffer, N. Y. wrestling 
promoter; that Parker is a partici- 
pant in staging fake and fraudulent 
wrestling matches and was using his 
newspaper position to promote them; 
that Parker is masquerading under a) 
pseudonym and falsely posing as be- | 
ing of Irish extraction and is ashamed 
or afraid of revealing his true name 


and nationality because the dis- 
closure would reveal him as a per- 
son of unsavory character; that 


Parker was incompetent and dis- 

honest in his writing and used his 

position to deceive the public. 
Charges against Fabiani, Mackay 


and Wagner grow out of their con- | 


nection with a periodical called The 
Mat, which published similar stories 
to those in the News. Fabiani is 
charged with being owner of the 
sheet and Mackay and Wagner are 
employes. 

Parker is represented by one of 
Philly’s major law firms, Wolf, Block, 
Schorr & Solis-Cohen. 





Two Newspaper Mergers 

Minneapolis Star has acquired the 
Journal in that city, with merger of 
the two under the name of the Min- 
neapolis Star-Journal. In Wilming- 
ton, Cal., the Daily Press purchased 
the Daily Journal, the Wilmington 
Press Journal resulting. 

Head of the combined’ Minneapolis 
papers is John Cowles, who also 


publishes the Des Moines (Ia.) Reg- | 


ister Tribune, and Look, the pic 
mag. John Thompson, Star publish- 
er, and Basil Walters, editor, will 
continue in those posts on the Star- 
Journal. A number of Journal em- 
ployes will go to the combined pa- 
pers. Consolidation leaves city with 
but two dailies, other being the 
Tribune. Death of William S. Jones, 
76, whose family controlled the Jour- 
nal, occurred very day that his pa- 
per passed to new ownership. 
Publisher of the combined Wil- 
mington Press and Journal is Mrs. 
Dortha Roberts, whose late husband, 
G P. Roberts, founded the Press in 


‘effected by Bowers. 


| tion 


| Courtney Riley Cooper's piece in the 


| (‘Socker’) Coe is not giving up his 


| make the most of it. 
| week, before sailing for home on} 
| Saturday 
i his candidacy for U. S. Senator from | 


| Florida. 


| supported the Republican ticket and 
' campaigned for Landon, 


——— ~~ a ———— 





Journal was established in 
1864, and was acquired by Roy F. 
Bowers in 1921. Sale of the Journal 





UP Changes in Rome 

With the arrival in Rome of ‘Bud’ 
Ekins to take the top spot in the 
United Press bureau left vacant by 
the resignation of G. Stewart Brown, 
two changes have taken place in the} 
Rome setup within the last month. | 
First was the transfer of Joseph | 
Ravotto from the Rome to the Paris | 
bureau to replace Hugo Speck, given | 
leave for a vacation in America. | 
When Speck returned to Paris he) 
was sent to Rome to fill the place! 
left vacant by Ravotto. 

Brown left the Rome bureau after | 





‘four years’ service there to take | 


charge of public relations for the} 
American Red Cross in Washington. | 
Ekins was night editor in the UP 
New York Office. 


Plenty on Crime 

Roy Post is this week auditioning 
for radio a new thriller series, ‘In 
the Crimelight,’ written in collabora- 
with Austin Ripley. They're | 
also readying a second meller series, 
‘Truth Takes the Stand,’ based on the | 
lie-detector, which Post claims to 
have invented. 

Same pair have also just completed 
a whodunit novel, ‘The Underworld 
Speaks,’ and are dickering for a pub- 
lisher. Post has a legit script, ‘Crime 
Pays,’ going the rounds. Material in 
the play also formed the basis for 


current Reader's Digest, called ‘Fin- 
ger Prints for Protection.’ 

Post appears in a crime _ short, 
based on the use of the lie-detector, 
currently being shown at the Strand, 
N. Y. 


Coe’s Senate Ambish 
Although he confessed just before 
leaving for Europe that he’ll again 
try scribbling, Charles Francis 





In fact, he’ll attempt to 
In Paris last 


legal career. 


(5), the ‘Socker’ declared | 


He told newspapermen he would 
run on the Democratic ticket, but as 
an anti-New Deal man. In 1936 he} 


A resident 
of Connecticut for years, Coe took up 
Florida residence about two years 
ago. 





Time’s Further Trouble 
Latest foreign difficulty of Time, | 


the American news mag, is ‘agree- | 
ment’ by the Wholesale News| 
Agents’ Federation, of Great Britain, | 
1ot to handle the weekly beginning | 
with the current issue. Information | 
to that effect was delivered to W. H. | 
Smith & Son, English agents for | 
Time. | 

Believed at the offices of Time in 
N, ¥. that the British news agents’ 
ban is due to an article in a recent 
issue on Countess Edda _ Ciano, | 
daughter of Mussolini. 











Harold W. Cohen in L. A. 


Harold W. Cohen, picture and dra- 
matic critic of the Pittsburgh Post- 
Gazette, is on the Coast for a} 
month on behalf of the Paul Block 
papers. While in Hollywood, he'll do 
a daily column for the three Block 


LITERATI OBITS 


William P. Ball, 77, columnist for 
the New Orleans States, died last 
week. For many years Ball wrote 
‘Passing Show’ column = appearing 
daily on States’ editorial page. He 
worked on various Crescent City pa- 
pers before entering politics, serv- 
ing successive terms as registrar of 
voters, city auditor and city purchas- 
ing agent from 1904 to 1924. At be- 
hest of late Col. Robert Ewing, then 
publisher of States, he returned to 
newspaper work. Wife and two sons, 
Charles J. and Lamar Q. Ball, latter 
city ed of Atlanta Constitution, surv- 
ive. 

Edward Payson Irwin, 64, owner 
and editor of the Honolulu Times, 
died July 26 in San Francisco of a 
heart attack. Formerly newspaper- 
man in San Francisco and Santa 
Barbara, Cal., Irwin was on a trip 
round the world when he died. 
Widow and a brother survive. 


Joseph Wood, former sports editor 
of the Panama (C. Z.) American, 
committed suicide July 26 in Pan- 
ama. Golf writer for many years, 
he quit newspaper work about a 
year ago. 

W. H. Adkins, 56, died at Brady, 
Texas. He operaied papers at Brady, 
Rochelle and Lometa, Texas. 

Mary Bella Beale Brainerd, 90, 
veteran newspaperwoman, who 


wrote newspaper articles under the! 


by-line of Nancy Lee, died July 28 
in Portland, Ore. Was the widow 
of Erastus Brainerd, editor of the 
Seattle (Wash.) Post-Intelligencer 25 
years ago. 

Samuel E. Hendricks, 90, Civil War 
veteran, and active in the publishing 
biz since 1875, died July 28 at his 
home in Ridgefield, N. J. A vp. of 
the Commerce Publishing Co. for the 
past 22 years. he’s credited with pub- 
lishing the first theatrical program 
in this country. Was a part owner 
of the old N. Y. Daily Star. 

Albert Hasbrook, 84, publisher of 
the DuBois (Pa.) Daily Express, 
prior to its merger with the Courier, 
and former Philadelphia newspaper- 
man, died in DuBois, July 21. 

G. F. Newburgher, poet, known as 
‘The Poet of the Ozarks,’ died July 
31 in Coral Gables, Fla. Went to 
Florida about 10 years ago 
poems appeared in numerous mags 
and he had two volumes of his verse 
published. Widow, son and a daugh- 
ter survive. 

CHATTER 

George S. Hellman divorced. 

Dr. A. J. Cronin over with 
Cronin, 

Leo W. Schwarz new exec editor 
of Equality Magazine. 

Frances Parkinson Keyes off for a 
two-month stay in France. 

Doris Schneider joins Harcourt, 
Brace publicity department. 

E. Hudson Long at work 
biographical study of O. Henry. 

L. Sprague de Camp, the fictioneer, 
marries Catherine Crook next week. 

Tom Mahoney has quit as associ- 
ate editor of Look for a publicity 
job. 

J. Parker 
Mass., 
mer, 

Antoine de Saint Exupery will re- 
turn to the U. S. to complete his new 
novel. 

E. Kenneth Burger has quit as 
managing editor of The Magazine of 
Wall Street. 


Mrs. 


on aA 


Grant to 
for the balance 


Cape Cod, 
of the sum- 





sheets, Pitt Post-Gazette, Toledo 
Blade and Newark Star-Eagle. 


tress, is accompanying him. 

There had been talk some months 
azo about Block establishing his own 
Hollywood bureau, with Cohen in 

| charge, but so far nothing has come 
of it. 


| McCall Ups to 25e 

No sooner did Weird Tales, last of 
the pulps to sell for a quarter, drop 
to lic, than the McCall Co. upped 
Blue Book Magazine from 15c to a 
; quarter. 
mag sale price in some time, and in 
a period in which tendency is to 
| lower the mag reading tariff. 
| McCall’s action prompted by the 
belief that there’s room for at least 
one class pulp, and a 25c ticket is 
evidence of that class. 
new price Blue Book adds a com- 
plete novel in each issue. 





| 75,000 Embezzlement Suit 


A demand for a bill of particulars | 
in N. Y. su-| 


by Joseph Carbone, 
preme court Saturday (5), revealed 
a $75,000 action against him by the 
Literary Guild of America, 
The defendant was 
|cashier by the Guild from 1925 to 
March last. He is accused of em- 
bezzling $75,000. 

A general denial of all charges 
has been entered, 


His | 
| wife, Stephanie Diamond, radio ac- 


First instance of a rise in| 


Under the | 


Inc. | 
employed as. 


Alice Lent Covert, the newspaper 


| by Kinsey soon. 

Geoffrey Parsons, chief editorial 
writer of the N. Y. Herald Trib, has 
sailed for Europe. 

Kathleen Moore Knight has sold a 
novelette, ‘Death Came Dancing,” to 
| American Magazine. 

Elizabeth Hollister Frost in an old 
place near Nantucket, where she’s 
| half through a new historical novel. 


| 


| David Loth, of the N. Y¥. Times, | 
has done a biog of Alexander Ham- |! 


ilton, which Carrick & Evans will 
publish. 

| James Remington McCarthy has 
| quit as King Features Syndicate as- 
sociate editor to enter the advertis- 
| ing biz. 

| Harry French, west wire editor of 
| AP, has retired after 40 years of 
newspaper work, 29 of them with the 
wire service. 

Cortland Fitzsimmons has collabed 
with John Mulholland, the hocus- 
pocus man, on a whodunit. It’s been 
placed with Stokes. 

Lem Whitsett, of the Chadbourn 
(N. C.) News, elected mayor of 
Chadbourn. Only 26, he’s Chad- 
bourn’s youngest mayor ever. 

Dennis Hartman, editor of the 
Motion Picture Law Review, has 
just published the Motion Picture 
Law Digest, compilation of deci- 
sions of all state and Federal courts 
affecting the film industry, from 1900 
‘to date. 


| 


| the case out of its 


from | for any definite time at all. 
Cedar Rapids, Ia., for his health. His | Knox, 


' 














U.S. Suit Trialin January | 





(Continued from page 3) 
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the last few months the defendants 
have been working on a fair trade 
practice code to do away with some 
of the practices charged by the Gov- 
ernment. Donovan concluded by say- 
ing that in normal events the case 
will reach trial by March, 1940, 
which will be O.K. with the defend- 
ants. It will take six months to de- 
fend, he added. 


Judge Knox interrupted the pro- 


‘I have a 77B proceeding in a thea- 
tre bankruptcy. The theatre is an 
uptown (N.Y.) theatre, and it can- 
not get pictures for love or money. 
Its value hag fallen from $50,000 to 
$30,000 in the last year.’ 


Donoven hastily declared that it 
was just such possible infractions 
that the defendants had to check to 
prepare themselves for trial. 

Former Judge Thomas D, Thatch- 
er, representing Paramount Pictures, 
Inc., then spoke. After concurring 
with Donovan he stated that the 
work of preparation cannot possibly 
be finished and ready for trial before 
March. The U.S. case is predicated 
on inference from practice, he stated, 
and we must show that such infer- 
ence is unfair, Inherently in clear- 
ance, Thatcher declared, there is dis- 
crimination, in that the cheap thea- 
tre does not get the product or the 


playdates that a better neighbor 
would receive. 
Natural economic forces have 


placed the industry in its present 
predicament, and not a monopoly, he 
said. In conclusion, the former judge 
stated, ‘I have puzzled over the in- 
dustry’s difficulties for over a year 
without finding a solution’. 

Ralph Harris, of Dwight, Harris, 
Keogal & Caskey, attorneys for 20th 
Century-Fox, was the last speaker 
for the defendants. He, too, declared 
that there was no emergency that 
would warrant the court from taking 
normal course. 
He asked that the case not be set 
Judge 
interrupting again, declared 
that he must set a date shortly. 





Podell Cites ‘Stalling’ 


David L. Podell, who has been ap- 
pointed a special assistant to the at- 
torney general to aid the Govern- 
ment cause, was the last on the bill. 





woman, to have a novel published | 


Podell declared, ‘We are not taking 
an unfair advantage. We have noth- 
ing like the office staffs of the de- 
fendants. 

‘The question fis not as serious as 
they make it. They can stall five 
years, taking that time to prepare 
defenses, when they are really 
ready. The situation is that, either 
an independent producer or exhib- 
itor is to be allowed to survive or 
not’, 

Judge Knox then stated that of 
his judges, John M. Woolsey would 
be unavailable, as his wife owns 100 
shares of Loew’s stock, Judge Fran- 
cis G. Caffey is tied up in another 
action which has run a year, and has 
| another to go. Judge Robert P. Pat- 
terson has been appointed to tie 
Circuit Court of Appeals, reducing 
the staff to 75%, with the calendar 
a year behind. 

The judge revealed that in view 
of the nature of this proceeding he 
| had petitioned Congress for other 
judges, but last reports indicated 
that he would not receive them. 

Rising from his seat to indicate the 
conference was over, he declared, ‘I 
do not see how this case can go on 
before the Ist of January in any 
event’. 

Paul Williams left immediately for 
Washington, and stated he expects 
to return within two weeks. 

It is understood but cannot be con- 
| firmed, that final Department of Jus- 
| tice pressure will be brought to bear | 
| to force new judges through for 
| Knox, should his opinion declare the 
| Only reason for not being able to 
grant a preference is the unavaila- 
| bility of jurists. 


| | 
| UA Dismissal Denied | 


| Judge Edward A. Conger in N. Y. 
| Thursday (3) denied the application 
| of United Artists for a dismissal of 
the U. S. suit against them, dismiss- 
ing that portion of the complaint 
which UA alleged was not properly 
answered ig the bill of particulars, 
‘2 for a further bill of particulars. 
| The opinion of the judge was brief. 
| 
| 








' 


He stated, ‘Motion denied. As to the 
items in dispute the petitioner con- 
tends it has furnished in its bill of 
| particulars all the information it has. 
|I think there has been a fair and 
| Reasonabie compliance with the or- 
der of Judge Bondy. Serve answer 


ceedings at this point by declaring | 


/ $1,500 in 


within 10 days after service of ac 
, of this order herein..’ 

Judge Conger has been pondering 
this decision since June 20. Unite4 
| Artists had asked for particulars in 
| 18 additional cases, All defendants 
| have now had their demands attend. 
| ed to, and only Columbia and UA 
| have not yet answered the petition, 
| Their answers are expected within 
| the next 10 days. 


opy 





Schines’ 150 Theatres 
_ Named in U.S. Trust Suit 


Buffalo, Aug. 8 

Sherman anti-trust suit to fore 
dissolution of the Schine Chain The. 
atres, Inc., and six affiliated circuits 
on charges of alleged monopolistig 
| practices, was filed by the Govern. 
/'ment here Monday (7), naming 2t 
| defendants, divided into two groups. 
'In one group is the parent Schina 
| corporation and the Schine Circuit 
Inc.. Schine Theatrical Co.,, Inc. 
Schine Eenterprises Corp., Schine 
Chain Theatres of Ohio, Inc., Schina 
Lexington Corp., J. Myer Schine 
| Louis W. Schine and John A. May. 
Second group comprises 11 Major 
| distribution companies who maintain 
exchanges in territories in which 
| the Schine interests operate between 
| 130 and 150 theatres. They are Par. 
amount, Loew's, Warner Bros.. RKO, 


, Columbia, Universal, United Artists, 
Universal and 20th-Fox. 


Government suit asks that the 
Schine interests (exhibitor defend. 
ants) be dissolved and their proper- 


| ties rearranged under separate and 


independent corporations in an effort 


| to create new competitive conditions 


and prevent further violations of the 
Sherman act. 

Inquiry at Gloversville, N. Y, 
headquarters of the Schine theatres 
enterprises revealed that up to yes- 
terday morning (Tues.) no copy of 
the complaint had been filed with 
company Officials. Williard § 
McKay, chief counsel for tha 
Schines, was also unsuccessful ina 
securing a copy from the U. S. At- 
to ney General's office in N. Y 

Purpose of the action, according 
to the U. S. Department of Justice, 
includes the securing of injunctions 
against producers licensing pictures 
except on a local competitive basis 
and to prevent further acquisition of 


new theatres or financial interests 
in them. The Schine corporations 
now operate in New York, Ohio, 


Kentucky, Maryland and Delaware 

Until complete details of the Gov- 
e~nment’s suit become fully known, 
the Schines are not formally refut- 
ing the monopoly charges. Execu 
tives of the chain, however, main- 
tain that company affairs have al- 
ways been conducted in a _ legal 
manner and upon advice of counsel 
Answering in a general way charges 
that its competitors have been un- 
able to secure product in the terrt- 
tories involved, they state that im- 
portant theatre chains are in a po- 
sition to get product needed because 
of their purchasing power, and natu- 
rally this has applied to the Sching 
Circuit. 





Schine’s 4-Day Convention 


A four-day convention of the 
Schine Bros. circuit, headed by J 


i Myer and Louis W. Schine, wound 
up at 


the Adirondack Inn, 
Gloversville, N. Y., headquarters of 
the chain, Thursday night (3), with 
over 400 attending the 
given by the theatre operating 
freres of upstate N. Y. Representa- 
tion included not only all the man- 
agers of the some 150 Schine theatres 
in five states but distribution men, 
equipment associates and numerous 
others with whom the Schines deal 

The Schines started in 1918 with 4 
theatre in Gloversville, investing 
the Hippodrome there 
From this the chain has grown to 
major importance in haif a dozen 
states, 

A golf tournament was 
Thursday (3), Joe Schwartzwalder, 
city manager of Auburn, N. Y., cop- 


neat 


banque 


‘ 1? 
wk 
neta 


| ping first prize, his score including 


a hole in one. Second prize went to 
John Winn, theatre insurance repre- 
sentative, and third to Mike Con- 
row, president of Altec Service Corp 


| Other winners with the mashies i"- 
' cluded Bill Scully, Roy Haines, Bil! 


Sussman, Francis Lattin, Gus Lampe 
and David Miller.’ 


Numerous film men came over ¢ 
the Schine Bros. convention from 
the Famous Players-Canadian me?2'- 
ing at Niagara Falls the week be 
fore. 

















Wednesday. August 


= 


Broadway 


9, 1939 


' 
| here for 10 days before returning to 





studio to start second swing around 


| company’s exchanges, 


Exhibitors and film men to throw 


Bill Sussman has bought a house! testimonial dinner at Nicollet hotel 


jn Yonkers. oe 

Jules Levy is in Maine visiting his 
children at camp. 

Edward L. Kline in from London 
on indie film deals. ; 

Negro Actors Guild excursion up 
the Hudson on Monday (7). 

Mike Conrow, head of Altec, com- 
muting the w hole summer from Jer- 
sey. 

Grad Sears, a Pelhamite many 

ears, has purchased a place in Con- 
necticut. 

Chinese restaurant atop Rialto 
folded, second floor also being un- 
occupied, 

Waiters in midtown cafes squawk- 
jng about out-of-towners’ smali-tip- 
ping habits. , 

Jack Leventhal showing improve- 


ment at the Polyclinic, and due to | 


leave there next week. 

Palace theatre lobby looks as if 
Willie West & McGinty had settled 
down for a permanent run, 

Carlyle Blackwell, former screen 
star, In a special promotional sales 
capacity for Calvert's whiskey. 

Sarah Rollitts has joined Columbia 
Artists as head of the newly organ- 
ized literary-play department, 

Clubroom tor the press has been 
opened by the ‘Hot Mikado’ manage- 


ment at the Hall of Music, World’s ! 


Fair. 

Since taking over the rodeo at the 
Fair, the young manager is being 
called John Ringling Krimsky by 
friends. ; 

Bert Sanford taking it easy with 
golf these hot days, stopping at nine 


holes if the going’s too tough. Says 
life is too short. 
Bob Gillham left Friday (4) for 


Chicago and Minneapolis to discuss 
campaigns on new Par pictures that 
will be pre-released. 

Jake Milstein, special rep for Ed 
Small, taking the Yankee Clipper to 
London to preem ‘Iron Mask’ there 
Sept. 4 at the Odeon. 

Arthur Eddy, Warner publicist 
from the Coast, motored east to visit 
ailing mother in Pawtucket, R. L, 
and back west after two days. 

Walter Reade, at Saratoga for the 
races, has rebuilt the Congress there 
following his acquisition of the 


house. He also operates the Com- 
munity at the Springs 
Now that his new ‘Folies Be res’ 


ve 
is launched at the Frisco expo, Clif- 
ford C. Fischer will holiday in 
Hollywood for a month. Mayhaps 
work out a film deal. 
Backstage celebration at 
Rose’s Aquacade Sunday (6) 
memorated the 13th anniversary of 
Gertrude Ederle’s successful 
across the English channel. 


Billy 


Ingrid Bergman, starred in David | 


O. Selznick’s ‘Intermezzo,’ returns to 
Sweden today (Wed.) to make an- 
other picture there. Selznick has an 
option on her services for another 
picture. 

Pathe shorts department closed for 


| St. Louis 


Sept. 1 for L. E. Nickey’) Gold- 
hammer, recently promoted from 
RKO branch to district manager. 


By Sam X. Hurst 


| Casino at Brooklyn Club, east side 


com- | 


swim | 


nitery, closed during gambling purge 
by St. Clair county officials. 

Perry Hoeffler, manager for Great 
States Theatres, Quincy, Il, back 
| from vacation in Minnesota. 

Corinne Frederick, concert pianist, 
appointed head of music department 
of Monticello College, Godfrey, Il. 

James E, Darst, manager of the 
Municipal Auditorium, recovering 


resort. 
Fred Wehrenberg. owner of a nabe 
theatre chain and prez of MPTO of 


troit Lakes, Minn. 

Thomas J. Ward, 79. father of 
John J. Ward, business aide of Mu- 
nicipal Theatre Assn. in hospital 
hin fractured shoulder suffered in 
fall. : 





| “Tobacco Road’ opens legit season | 


j}at American theatre Oct. 1 with two- 
| week stand. It has been here 
itimes previously, playing a total of 
seven weeks. 


South Africa 


By H. Hanson 
Show 

around. 

| Richard Crooks, American singer, 

| booked for So. Africa. 

| Sam Burger, Metro, and Mrs. Bur- 

iger sailed for England and New 

| York. 

African Consolidated Theatres has 

| 

| 


business satisfactory all 





signed another five-year contract for 
Metro pix. 

Leslie Henson & Co. getting ca- 
pacity biz with ‘Swing Along’ at Em- 
pire, Johannesburg. 
| Jack Stodel, Cape 
manager for African 
Theatres, has gone bi; 
ing. 


Town branch 
Consolidated 
reame hunt- 


Cinema services in churches here 
gettung popular. Program carries 


short comic, religious film and hymn 
slides. 

British Grenadiei 
for South African tour in 1941. 
will be its second visit. 
Cons. will sponsor. 


Guards band set 
This 


African 


Stroudsburg, Pa. 


By John J. Bartholomew 


} 
| Jock Harris at Devonshire Pines. 
Rosenberger marimba ensemble at 
|} Pocono Manor Inn. 
The Sherman doing good biz with 
Mutual circuit shows. 


three weeks for staff vacations. | Scripps-Howard’s Raymond Clap- 
Frank Donovan, production mana- er at Hawthorne Inn 
ger, to Nassau Pt., L. I. Louise Rous- |! Bad biz forced Ray Loose’s Penn 
s c ‘ ing } } . Cc ast al bk i A a ; ‘ ae : 
ra 5 er gga fying to the |Troubadours out of Yarrick’s Hof- 
< Nn. 
a ne brau 

Henry King piloted his own plane — : CY , 
to New York A ; mate hacksroute Fred Waring presented Stewart 

4 ( alla € ‘ a ~ . . ‘ P 4} 
shots on his next 20th-Fox film. | hurchill, Gordon Goodman ana the 


“Little Old New York.’ Robert Webb 
accompanied With camera crew 
trailing by train. 

Jimmy Grainger and Eddie Golden 
proved an invincible team in knock- 
ing over the bookies at Sa 
winning, other 
disqualification that 
horse up to first position. 

Dave Blum, of Metro's foreign 
department, made a quickie visit to 
the International Poultry Show, 
Cleveland, last week. A poultry 
fancier jin his spare moments, he has 
@ chicken ranch in New Jersey 


+ 
aloga, 
among 


wavs, on a 
moved the 


Minneapolis 


By Les Rees 


Sam Cumm nes 
licns, N. Y.. 
_Eddie Ruben and wife celebrated 
Mith wedding annive: sary. 
Warren Branton of 
Screen and Christine 

plighted troth. 

_Hazel Champlin quitting 20th-Fox 
chief inspectress job to devote self 
to domestic duties. 

Eddie Stoller, United Artists’ of- 
fice manager, on northern Miunesota 
fishing expedition. 

John B. Cliplef. manager of the 
Hollywood, Montevideo, Minn., pass- 
ing the cigars. It’s a gir). 

_Uptown theare, leading Paramount 
circuit nabe house, being extensively 
Temodeled for Nov. reopening. 


. of Jewel] Produc- 
In town. 


National 
Klotz have 


Mother of Mildred. Billert, 
dancer, and mother-in-law of Joe 
Behan, head Warner booker, passed 


away. 

Bill Elson, local exhibitor, selected 
as toastmaster for banquet celebrat- 
Ing 25th anniversary of stagehands 
and operators’ unions. 

Jay Mills’ orchestra finished. 12 
weeks at Hotel Lowry Terrace cafe, 
Ongest band engagement ever there, 
With Howard LeRoy’s orchestra suc 
ceedings 
20th-Fox district 


Vv, i 
S. R. Kent drive-leader, 


3uckwood Inn. 


l, Bernice 


Glee Club at 
Marie Gavin, Kay Carr« 


and Leon with Bill Buswells Ham- 
mond organ and Ernie Mitchell’s- 
Jack MacDenough’s band at Penn- 


Stroud. 





Pix, Radio Legit 





(Continued from page 2) 
nal work is frequently aliterea in 
translation oO! 
to change its meaning or tone. 


‘adaptation sO as Seri- 


ously 
iThat has been 
the Fascist countries, where the writ- 


particularly true in 


ngs of liberal authors, in democratic 
nations. is twisted to espouse the dic- 
tator ideologies. In such cas¢ the 
original authors are irritated nuch 


bv having their themes changed as 
bv being deprived of compensation 
for theil work. 

advocating sanction of lit- 


Those ‘ 
ue that such prac- 


erary piracy’ ar} 
tice ‘facilitates the spread of culture. 
But 
that viewpoint, 
depriving artists of the rewards of 
their works will ultimately 

age the creation of artist 
tions. Aceording to this view, those 
seeking to sanction a 
to spread culiure. but merely to ste 
the fruit of the c bor 


those 
is a fallacious because 


discour- 


c composi- 


‘lifting’ do so noi 
) 
eator’s Jabor. li is 
alco pointed out that it is mostly the 
dictator count 

aliv cuilty of altering tne original 
works, that advocate ‘lifting 


Japs Film O'Neill Play 
Tokyo, July 20 
A Japanese version of Eugene 


O'Neill's piay, ‘Ah, Wilderness, has 


een film-produced by the Toho in- 
teresis wiin a Ci t ‘On ed oi ine 
Sinkyou Theatrical Grou 

I € ele ed last wee} 


from illness at a Michigan summer | 


St. Louis, back from vacation to De- | 


five | 


opposing the idea claim} 


Bob Riskin in town. 

Bredwin Bros. to America in 
tober. 
| David Rose 
|New York. 

Murray Silverstone expecied her 
in December. 

Kimberly and Page back to Boston 
to see the folks. 


ne 
| 
Oc- 


readying to 


sail fo: 


| pital with heart trouble. 

Tom Bostock off to Spain and Por- 

| tugal for fortnight’s vacation. 
Sam Burger here from 

| Africa en route to New York. 
Mary Maguire, on sick list again, 

| may have to postpone her wedding. 


South 


Michael Carr has a new three-vear | 
Music | 


|} contract 
/Corp. 


with Peter Maurice 


|, Jack Davis, newsreel magnate, 
, preparing for his annual trip to 


America. 

Earl St. John with banged-up mitt 
caught in a door at the Paramount 
theatre, Liverpool. 

Capt. Richard Norton out of hos- 
pital after his auto accident, but still 
confined to his home. 

Gracie Fields to Capri for two 
months to recuperate after her se- 
; rious internal operation. 

Lee Ephraim’s musical, which was 
to star Bobby Howes and Simone 
Simon, now seems cold. 

Archie Parnell to Embassy theaire. 


|Peterboro, to launch the new Bill 
Campbell vaudeville unit. 
Holland and Hart at the Casino, 


| Juan les Pins, after which they open 
at the Savoy hotel, London. 

| Robert Morley’s play, 
How Sad,’ will be filmed by Michael 
Balcon as ‘Return to Yesterday.’ 

Notice went up for closure of ‘Gen- 
tle People,’ at Strand theatre, but lin- 
,gering when cast decided to take 50% 
cut. 

Bebe Daniels and Ben Lyon have 
adopted a four-year-old English boy 
;as playmate for their daughter Bar- 
| bara. 

Long Tack Sam has sold his in- 
terest in the two Chop Suey joints 
he conducted in London for a num- 
ber of years. 


| 


Having completed ‘10 Days _ in 
Paris,’ Irving Asher starts immedi- 
ately with the filming of Jame: 
Curtis’ new book. 

‘Band Waggon,’ Jack Hylton’s Lon- 
don Palladium show, topping every- 
thing in the West End with steady 


$23,000 per week. 

Julo Alvarez ‘and Florence Keena) 
quitiing show business for diplo- 
matic work in Mexico, in which are 
|most of his family 

Having completed ‘An Eneglish- 
Home’ for United Artists. Ai- 
| bert de Courville off to Deauville, 


| ry an’‘s 


;south of France, for vacation. 
| Bruce F. Bundy, backer of Ann 
‘and Ben Litt in their Hollywood 


Cafe, Juan les Pins, died in Mexico 
Bundy’s widow is still backing the 
Litts. 

| Michaels & Cohen to Paris foi 
| looksee at the latest French films fo: 
opening of their new house in Tot- 
tenham Court road, which will have 
continental film policy 


Sir Herbert Barker, the well- 
known surgeon, has just completed 
at St. Themas’ hospital, London, a 
film showing him at work. It’s for 


xhibition to medical students. 
When deal for purchase of Par- 
amount theatres by Oscar Deutsch is 
finaliy signatured, it is indicated 
there’ many changes in staff. but 
Earl St. John, general manager, is 
due to stay. 

Despite London County Council’ 
refusal of permit to show films at 
the Savoy hotel, the service has been 
resumed. But they are using non- 
flam reels over which the LCC has 
no jurisdiction 

Another small picture house. to be 
operated with foreign films, will be 
located in the newly constructed of- 
fice building on the old Haymarket 


} € 


cite Still another. seating 800 
shortly opening in Tottenham Court 
road 

Ay E } "s Home.’ Unitec 
Artis’ e. has its West End pre- 
miere at UA house Lond: P: 
vilion, first or second e€ n Se 
tembe! Gala oner ig in aid of Brit- 

Les ) of Ex-Service Men. \ 
everal Cabinet members havins ] 
ready accepted invitation: 

Barcelona 

Anionio Medio, baritone, jo:ning 
the Celia Gamez company. 

Luis Manrigue, vet actor, dead in 
Madrid just afte his ¢ val fron 
Bue ne Aire 

A viaar it Infanta Isabe Pe pe 
R eu rey; es Rafael.Rivelie ( 
leaves for < ciure. 

The pre e of ‘El Delirio,’ ce 
€ Vv bY Qu nter< a é 

e Tex Barcelons 

ite l ( l [ lz LOVE a L1G. 

Pe eZ Le t le ie f¢ é 
taze by Silva ] i Plane 
L 

MI a Vila and Pio Dav Oo tk 
Catalonia with ‘La Santa Herman- 
dad.’ the last hit by Edu: ») Mar- 
quina 

cj v headed by Edu » Her- 

eZ F s § i } ‘ ( 
R ( F Juz ( se D erie 

\ A } 

ne i] + Ae A ] 


R. H. Gillespie in Middlesex hos- | 


‘Goodness, | 





Minute of Love’), a translation of 
au Italian play by Jose Juan Ca- 
deénas, opened at the Poliorama. 


‘La Santa Virreina,’ by Jose Maria 


| 


| 


Peman, presented at the Liceo, first | 


me tnat 


ior 


a comedy 
ned in Barcelona’s Opera House. 





Australia 


Norman B. Rydge back. 


Orry Kelly on visit from Holly- 
wood, 
Pierre Layneer, European pro- 


ducer, here on talent hunt. 

Continental pix 
Sydney and Melbourne. 
best so far. 

Marjorie Lawrence will concert at 
City Hall, Sydney, for A. D. Long- 
den. She’s just concluding a season 
in Melbourne. 

Neil Ackland is on loan by Hoyts 
to the Films Commission to help 
form standard form of contract for 
exhibs-distribs. 

Bernie Freeman due back this 
week and will set plans for major 
convention to be held in Sydney by 


‘Mayerling’ 


Metro. Freeman has been in U. S. 
and England. 
Gregan McMahon presenting Os- 


car Wilde’s comedy, ‘Importance of 





company per- | 


catching on in| 


Being Earnest,” at Comedy, Mel-} 

bourne. Will be followed with 

Shaw's ‘Geneva.’ 

New Haven | 

By Harold M. Bone | 

Lew Schaefer sheds Paramount | 

cares for annual holiday. | 

Savin Rock concessionaires pad- | 
locked for operating bingo. 

Gene Rodney, who hops in and 


out of show biz, back on Conn. farm. 

Bridgie Weber has opened Stage 
Door Grill, aimed as show biz hang- 
out. 

Journal-Courier drama crick C. P. 
Ives given testimonial by staff on re- 
signing. 

John Santangelo, of Derby, being 


sued by Harms, Remick Music and | 


Chappell for publishing dime song 
sheets without permish. 





Lillian Hellman 











(Continued from page 48) 


effort that were not influenced by 
politics entirely—‘you talk as though 
every time the curtain rose on a 


Government play, it is election day.’ 
She countered with: ‘If we 
state theatre and the sheriff thought 
he could play Romeo you would 
have to put him into the cast. I’m 
atraid of something like that, 
Pemberton Opposed 
Discussion between Miss 
and Pemberton was rather intense. 
He believed a national theatre could 


| 


had a} 


Hellman | 


not be conducted without political | 
strings. She warmly defended the 
WPA Federal Theatre Project, he 
stating that it had been filled with 


people ‘who never had seen the the- 
atre. I think that was the fallacy of 
the WPA, the people who wanted to 
be actors thought they had the right 
actors on Government money.’ 

The manager satirically referred 
to the impression in circles 
(implving dramatists) that producers 
‘are the fifth wheel; they don't be- 
Discussion at that point con- 
cerned the encouragement of talent 
in subsidized theatres and he ven- 
tured, ‘perhaps we should encourage 
talent in everybody except produc- 
ers.’ 

Mrs. Adamson 
FTP was misused, her 
ing there had 
turn the theatre ‘into a soap box’ and 
that some of the WPA plays were 

4 


to be 


some 


1 a8 
iOnsE 


that the 
husband 
been a tk nde ncy to 


declared 
cav- 


more propaganda than theatre. He 
dvocated subsidized theatre, with 
ney granted to keep the theatre 
and help keep it filled with ac- 
t< na audience 
One of the points agreed on was: 
the axiom that succe breeds suc 
ra the theatre, that if people see 
d plays they continue to see more 
| k aft seeing a string of 
fic the grow discouraged. Alse 
1} It aoe ri atte mucn if a 
I lan or the Government pro- 
duces, so long as it is diverting 
a play will always attract audiences. | 


Pemberton said that some ‘terrible’ 


plays have commanded big grosses, 
however. That a congressman could 
decide what is a good or bad play 
as doubted. Matter of subsidized 
theatres abroad was given quite 
come attention, the one in France 
being credited with ipporting the 
artistic life of the citizens. Other 


opinion. however, was that such pro- 
voted t 


1 “ar £ ¢ , ’ 
classics because Of natural 


jects ultimately are de 
: factions 
in all democratic count 

‘People’ 
being the second most popular sus- 


program on the CBS sched- 


ries 


taining 


ule. Guests are not given fees, 
broadcast starting at the conclusion 
f c ne and wusually fadine out 

le the discussion is still proceed- 


platform’ is credited with | 
| backyard 


Hollywood 


Jon Hall to Fort Worth. 
Kenny Baker to Fort Worth. 
Arsenic Luz in from Manila. 
Frank Seltzer out of hospital 
Robert Z. Leonard to Yosemite. 
George Hurrell Jaid up with flu. 
Gene Markey home from hospital. 
Michael! Whalen to Milford, Conn, 
Garson Kanin back from vacation. 
Bob Burkhardt joined RKO flack- 
ery. 
Ralph 
don. 
Florence Enright on siesta at Car- 
mel, 
Louise Campbell recovering from 
laryngitis. 
Gordon 
Big Bear. 
Jack Chertok 
foot injury. 
Frederick Hollander 
first papers. 


Bettinson back from Lon- 


Douglas vacationing at 


recovering from 


took Out his 


Mac Julian recovering from ap- 
pendectomy. 
Charles Ryder recovering from 
tonsilectomy. 
Walter Brennan celebrated his 


45th birthday. 

Saul H. Bornstein in from Broad- 
way on vacash. 

Sam Clark here for 
Charlie Einfeld. 

George Murphy mulling 
way stage offers. 

Ted Malone here for 
from New York. 

Florence Cole recuperating after 
major operation. 

Nick Carter returned from Utah 
fishing expedition. 

Fred Storm checked in as praiser 
for Samuel Goldwyn. 

George Burns and Gracie Allen 
vacationing in Frisco. 

Frank Capra back from vacash 
at Huntington Lake. 

John Griffith Wray celebrated 10th 
anniversary in films. 

Dario Sabatello joined Warners 
foreign publicity staff. 

Joe Breen’s son, Tommy, working 
as Office boy at RKO. 

Fox-West Coasters 
golf tournament (25). 

Betty Byrd De Haven suing Carter 
De Haven for divorce. 

Julian Lesser joined his 
Prinicipal Productions. 

Val D’Auvray hooked up 
Rebecca Silton agency. 

Billie Burke to Colorado Springs 
and later to London. 

Wilkie Mahoney moved 
new Toluca Lake home. 

Bill Powell has regained his 
mal weight, 168 pounds. 

Joe E. Brown’s son, Don, left for 
a bicycle tour of Europe. 

Arthur Hornblow, Jr., 
again after hand injury. 
| Rebecca Uhr retired 
| Rebecca & Silton agency. 


huddles with 
Broad- 


two weeks 


hold annual 


father’s 


with 


into his 


nore 


working 


from the 


Carole Lombard recovering from 
emergency appendectomy. 

Fred Storm moved to new home 
near Sam Goldwyn’s estate. 

Hal Rorke back at his radio 


praiser job after a vacation. 

Fibber McGee and Molly (the Jim 
Jordans) on northern vacation. 

The C. Roy Hunters celebrated 
their 28th wedding anniversary. 

Frank Whitbeck mourning demise 


of his two-year-old elephant, Ber- 
nice, 

Tony Martin and Alice Faye de- 
erting Beverly Hills for new ranch 
home. 

Burt Goldberg opening agency 


offices here for International Road- 
shows. 

Monica 
franted a 
Cherkose. 

Mrs. George O’Brien’ (Marguerite 
Churchill) and baby boy home from 
hospital. 


Bannister 
divorce from 


Cherkose 


Edward 


Allan Jones in from Portland 
where he sang with symphony 
orchestra. 

Jack Warner presented with Order 
of Purple Heart by Veterans of For- 
eign Wars. 

Hy Gardner, Dr. M. Sayle Taylor, 
Dr. Leo C. Rosten and Harry Rosen- 
t guested by the Masque! 


James Roosevelt 
bers of the Order of the 
Heart at luncheon on the 


hosted 50 mem- 
Purple 
Goldwyn 


lot 
Frank Calvin returned from a 
month of Canadian background 
ting Cecil B. DeMille’s next Par 
re. ‘Royal Canadian Mounted.’ 
De Mille goe north next week to 
( Ove locat 
Chi 

Harry Rogers has dieteca off 15 
pounds 


Max Halperin home after a hos- 
pital siege. 

Jimmy Stanton’s 
priesthood. 

Tubby Garon stopped off on way 
to the Coast. 

Gertrude Bromberg 
Caribbean cruise, 

Biggie Levin making a tour 
midwest strawhatters for talent 

Ross Metzger has transformed h 
nto a badminton court. 

Sam Schoenstadt and Max Levii 
and fraus will drive to the Coast. 

A. B. Marcus thinking of writing 


+ 


son headed fear 


back  f 


@ book about his ‘travels with a unit.’ 
Francis X. Bushman back in Chi 

for radio aSsignments after Me» 
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VARIETY 


Wednesday, August 9, 1939 








OBITUARIES 


JOE BARNUM | 
Joe Barnum, 82, who began his | 


theatrical career at 16 as an acrobat 
with the P. T. Barnum circus, died | 


Aug. 4 at the home of his daughter ,Marakus, of DatLy VARIETY staff, 


in Columbus, O., with whom he had | 
made his home since his retirement. | 
His real name was Charles Fremont | 
Lanham. 

He ran away from his home in 
Allegheny, Pa., to join the circus in 
1873 and after six years under the 
Big Top took the name of Barnum, 
then going on the stage and touring 
the U. S. and Canada for 20 years 
with road shows. He appeared as_ 
Lawyer Marks in more than 8,000 
performances of Harriet Beecher 
Stowe’s ‘Uncle Tom's Cabin.’ 

In 1896 he coached Mary Pick- 
ford, then Gladys Smith, in her role 
of Little Eva in ‘Uncle Tom.’ 

He was a Spanish-American War 
veteran. Besides his daughter, Mrs. 
John S. Phillips, only one of his 
children to play with her father in 
variety, two other daughters and 
two sons survive. Military services 
and burial were held in Columbus. 








PAUL LONGONE 


Paul Longone, 49, production 
manager of the Chicago City Opera 
Co., died in Cannes, France, Thurs- 
day (3) after a year’s illness. 

Longone, born in Italy, started as 
@ musician, later branching out as 
manager. He had managed opera in 
key cities throughout the world and 





| 


In Loving Memory of My Dear Wife 


CHAS. INNESS 
WM. T. RYAN (Brother) 





came to the Chicago opera in 1935. 

Widow, Eleanor LaMance, whom 
he married in 1935, survives. Burial 
to be in Naples, Italy. 





EDITH SNYDER 

Edith Snyder, 23, daughter of Moe 
(‘Gimp’) Snyd2r and stepdaughter 
of Ruth Etting, died in Chicago of 
heart disease Friday (4). Burial in 
Chicago. 

Miss Snyder had testified against 
her father for Miss Etting in the 
shooting last year of Myrl Alderman 
by Snyder. 

SIGMUND SOLOMON 

Sigmund Solomon, 50, Warner 
theatre manager in Irvington, N. J., 
died Monday night (7) in his New- 
ark home of a heart attack. He had 
been ailing for some time. 


Manager of the Sanford, Irving- | 


ton, for the past five years, he had 
also been a theatre manager for 
Paramount-Publix. 





JOHN G. DEETJEN 


John G. Deetjen, 57, owner of the 
Royal theatre, Akron neighborhood 
house, died in Akron July 31 follow- 
ing an operation for a ruptured ap- 
pendix. A former president of the 
Akron Independent Theatre Owners, 
Deetjen also was a contractor. 

He leaves a widow and two sons. 
Funeral services held in Akron. 





HERMAN A. ZEITZ 

Herman A. Zeitz, 76, concert- 
master, died in Milwaukee July 30. 
For years he conducted Sunday 
afternoon pop concerts at the Audi- 
torium, Milwaukee, and orchestras at 
several theatres there. 

survived by widow and sister. 





Allan F. Gere, 45, musician, died in 
a Madison, Wis., hospital July 28. He 
had been a cornetist with the United 
States Navy band under John Philip 
Sousa, American Legion Drum and 
Bugle Corps and the Racine (Wis.) 
Symph. 

Survived by widow, two brothers, 
a sister and mother, 





Dan Carroll, 60, former managing 
editor of the Albany (N. Y.) Times 
Union, died July 31 at his home in 
Cohoes, N. Y. Joined the paper as 
sports editor, having previously 
served a number of dailies through- 
out the state. 





Samuel W. Beckett, 52, former 
manager for the Ringling Bros., 
Barnum & Bailey circus, died in De- 


troit July 31 following a long il!ness. |! 


In recent years he was with an auto 


concern in Detroit. Burial in Wat- 


seka, IL 





Ann Marakus, 29, wife of George 


Hollywood, died of cerebral hem- 
morhage in Beverly Hills, Aug. 2. 
Mother, husband and five sisters 
survive. Burial in Alton, Ill. 





Adolph P. J. Bendslev, 69, owner 
of the Community Playhouse, Well- 
esley Hills, Mass., Died Aug. 4 in 
Wellesley. He had operated the 
film house since 1922. Survived by 
a son, widow and daughter. 





Sarah S. Bradley, 81, mother of 
George E. Bradley, former film edi- 
tor of N. Y. Morning Telegraph who 
later flacked for Universal, 
National and Metro, died in Amity- 
ville, L. I., Aug. 3. 


William H. Robertson, 52, restaura- 





2 in Milwaukee. He had operated 
several night clubs and restaurants in 
Milwaukee. Surviving are widow, 
mother, sister and three brothers. 





Father of Beverly Bennett, fea- | 
tured vocalist with Baron Elliott and | 
(Pittsburgh) orchestra, | 
died at his home in Pittsburgh last | 


his WJAS 


week after a brief illness. 





Ada Adler, 64, widow of Jake 
Adler, former nite club operator in 


| of the old Frolics there, died in Chi- 


MAUDE RYAN — Sunday (6). 


(August 15, 1935) 


Burial in Chicago. 





William Mack White, about 43, car- 
nival trouper, died of a heart attack 
July 30 in Park Falls, Wis. He had 
been with the Bazinet Shows this 
|season. Survived by widow. 





Mrs. Himon Alpert, sister of Mrs. 
Adelaide Hughes (Adelaide and 
Hughs, dancers), died unexpect- 
edly in Oneonta, N. Y., last week. 





Mrs, J .L. Milburn, 55, mother of 
Jesse Milburn, KRLD, Dallas, an- 
nouncer, died Aug. 1 in Dallas. Sur- 
vived by daughter and six sons. 








Maximo Pila, 53, stage and screen 
player, died Aug. 2 in Hollywood. 
| He had been in pictures 14 years. 





Mrs. Blanche Sears, 69, radio and 
picture player, died Aug. 7, in Los 
Angeles. 





First | 


Strawhats 
(Continued from page 48) 





an even break for the first time. Fes- | 

| tival is operated by the college as an | 
a ! 

instructive and artistic undertaking, 


|so no attempt is made to show a 
profit. 

Last week's bill, a tryout of Helen 
Jerome's ‘Charlotte Corday,’ with 
Eugenie Leontovich, drew the slim- 
|; mest attendance so far this season, 
| but the previous offerings had been 
_running well ahead of last season. 
Sally Eilers, who made her legit 
debut two weeks ago in ‘The College 
| Widow,’ drew strong reviews and 


| 
| 


the third biggest gross in the festi- | 


val's history. 


Record gross for the Mohawk fes- | 


| tival is $7,300, set last season by 
'Fred Stone in ‘Lightnin.’ 
Otis Skinner holds second place with 
‘Romance.’ Festival week consists of 


five performances and capacity busi- | 


ness is about $7,100. Open-air the- 
atre seats 1,400, of which 600 are on 


'teur and nitery operator, died Aug. | the ground level and 800 are in the 


| ‘bleachers.’ Scale is $1.50 and $1. In 
! case of rain, shows are moved into 
th: gymnasium. 





Silo Chatter 


Seymour Gross, author of ‘The 
Moorings,’ will have a small role 
in the tryout of the play next week 
at the Long Beach (L. I.) theatre... 
North Shore players, Marblehead, 
Mass., last week broke their record 
, with ‘Kiss the Boys Goodbye,’ with 
Helen Claire and Benay Venuta... 


| Chicago and best known as operator | Gertrude Lawrence will make her 


, strawhat debut the wec of Aug. 21, 
| when she stars in ‘Skylark’ at Den- 
nis, Mass. 

| Clifton Webb, forced out of ‘Bur- 
lesque’ this week at the Ivoryton 
| (Conn.) playhouse, is being replaced 
k Joseph Pevny. Libby Holman is 
| continuing in the femme lead. ..new 
lversion of ‘Gentlemen Prefer 
Blondes,’ with Marie Wilson and 
Pert Kelton, will preem Sunday 
/night (13) at a benefit performance 
at Sing Sing prison. It plays next 
week at Ridgefield (Conn.) play- 


house and will thereafter be toured. | 


Plan is for a Broadway showing in 
September. 








Actress Husing 
| Chatham, Mass., Aug. 8. 
| Peggy May Husing, 14, daughter 
of Ted Husing, radio sports com- 
mentator, is member of the appren- 


,tice group of Monomoy Theatre 
| here. 





Cornelia | 














Best Talent Year 














(Continued from page 1) dramatic training course at West. 


wood for final polishing before be. 
answer to Harry Cohn’s fervent | "5 assigned. There he was ‘re. 
prayer for a ‘Golden Boy.’ In Hold- discovered’ by 20th-Fox established 
| en, the Columbia prez found merged | femme stars, including Sonja Heni‘e, 
all the needed qualifications that a | Who has made him her favorite 
'nine months’ canvass had failed ad Freed hcg ig Be et ee 
| reveal in any other individual. He | *“ » he more than met Zanuck’s 
has the youth, physique, dramatic | €xpectations, histrionically, besides 
force and fiddling ability required | breeding an avalanche of fan mail 
for the characterization of the vio-| that put some of 20th’s male lights 
| linist who wanted to be a pugilist. | to shame. 


Paramount was about to launch him| Miss Darnell, only 17, was found 
in a bit in a B feature when his test ;12 New Orleans two years ago at 
reel was sent to Columbia by mis-|Same time Dorris Bowdon wags 
take for that of another player, in| grabbed up in same city. Brought 
whom Cohn had expressed passing | to Hollywood, she idled about studio 
interest. Because of the importance | for some time, Zanuck eventually 
lof ‘Golden Boy,’ Cohn wangled a/ deciding she was too young. She 
half-interest in Holden's contract out; was sent home with his promise 
,of Par, with two plants now set to that some day he’d give her another 
get two picture each annually out of | chance. 

i him for duration of his five year | Second trip to Hollywood was re- 
deal. | Sult of her selection in regional au- 

Imported from Broadway, Betty | ditions for Jesse Lasky’s ‘Gateway’ 
Field was debuted by Par with) ether show, which automatically put 
_ Jackie Cooper in ‘What a Life,’ soon her under option to RKO. Copping 
to be released, and so completely second place in radio finals, she re- 
|impressed Y. Frank Freeman and ported to RKO, but they permitted 
other studio toppers that she was | her option to lapse. Zanuck heard 
immediately sent forward again with | about the situation, summoned and 
Cooper in a modernized version Of} ticketed her, and assigned her to 
‘Seventeen.’ Her sponsors, basing! featured spot in ‘Hotel for Women,’ 
belief on her standout portrayals od Elated over her performance there, 








| 
| 
| 
| 


these two films, predict she will take | he next sent her into second femme 
her place among the fore-rank lead in ‘Drums Along the Mohawk: 
femme satellites before the gals! Meanwhile, ‘Hotel’ was press pre- 
again don Easter bonnets. viewed, Miss Darnell drawing the 
Universal chiefs are patting the bouquets thrown by critics. Zanuck 
back of their Joe Pasternak, builder | immediately withdrew her from 
of Deanna Durbin into million-dollar | ‘Drums,’ although she had been be- 
property, for his discovery and de-| fore cameras during two weeks of 
velopment of 1l-year-old Gloria | location stay, with intent to groom 
Jean. In this talented Pennsylvania| her for bigger and better things, 
| lass they see another Durbin, even’ Studio’s now preparing a starring 
| to the warbling voice. | feature for her. 
| On Universal's shelves are several | 
yarns purchased for Deanna, who 
jumped from girlhood to young) 
| womanhood before they could be 
readied for cameras. Imbued with 
idea of salvaging them, Pasternak | 
started hunt for another youngster| ‘Hardy Family’ pictures and now 
|equipped with a canary throat.| in ‘Dancing Co-Ed.’ Dennis O'Keefe 
‘Under-pup’ is her curtain-raiser,| also has traveled the preparatory 
and like Holden, she, too, opens her| road under careful watching, until 
career with virtually star billing. now studio execs say he is ready 
Hot on Massey for the big break. William Ludi- 
Story of Massey is too well known | 84n has been getting similar treat- 
| to exhibs to bear more than brief; ment at Universal. RKO found 
| summarization. There were his fre-| Kathryn Adams filling a Minne- 
| quent getaways as a cinema support- | aPolis pulpit, where she served as 
ing player—trial runs that failed to | Telief pastor during absences of her 
over-excite casting directors. Then| Preacher-father. Dennis Morgan fi- 
‘followed his selection by Max Nally has a foothold at Warners, 
'Gordon and Harry M. Goetz as title! after unfortunate starts at Metro 
character in Broadway production of| and Paramount, where he toiled 
‘Abe Lincoln of Illinois,’ and the) under his real name, Stanley Mor- 
| signing by RKO of Gordon, Goetz} ner. Burbank crowd is now hand- 





Metro views Lana Turner, lifted 
from Hollywood high school 22 
months ago by Mervyn LeRoy, as 
'a combo Clara Bow-Jean Harlow. 
She has been undergoing careful 
buildup in ‘it’ roles in several of 


Advance Production Chart 





(Continued from page 26) | 


| graphed by Arthur Edeson. Cast: John Garfield, Pat O’Brien, Allen Jen- 
kins, Jane Bryan, Billy Halop, Bobby Jordon, Stanley Ridges, Henry 

Armetta, Priscilla Lane, replacing Margo Stevenson, Arthur Aylsworth, 

Walter Miller, Charley Grapewin. 

“ INDIANAPOLIS SPEEDWAY,’ formerly titled ‘DEVIL ON WHEELS,’ | 
| formerly titled ‘THE ROARING CROWD,’ formerly titled ‘THE ROARING | 

ROAD’; executive producer, Hal B. Wallis; associate producer, Max Siegel; | 
directed by Lloyd Bacon; no writing credits released; photographed by Sid 
Hickox. Cast: Pat O’Brien, ohn Payne, Gale Page, Ann Sheridan, Frank | 
McHugh, Ronald Reagan, Granville Bates, Regis Toomey. 

‘SMASHING THE MONEY RING,’ formerly titled ‘QUEER MONEY’ | 
(1939-40 release), meller; produced by Williaim Jacobs for Bryan Foy unit; | 
directed by Terry Morse; no writing credits released; photographed by Lou 
O’Connell. Cast: Ronald Reagan, Margot Stevenson, Eddie Roy, Jr., Joseph 
Downing, Elliott Sullivan, Max Hoffman, Jr. 

‘HOBBY FAMILY,’ family drama; produced by Gordon Hollingshead for 
Bryan Foy unit;,directed by William McGann; no writing credits released; 
photographed by Sid Hickox. Cast: Henry O'Neill, Gabriel Dell, Jean 
Sharon, Irene Rich, Fred Tozere, John Ridgeley, Aldrich Bowker, Jackie 
Moran, Larry Williams, 

Warner Pix Now in Production 
| ‘ON YOUR TOES’ (1939-40), musical; executive producer, Hal B. Wallis: 
associate producer, Robert Lord; directed by Ray Enright: from the Rod- 
gers and Hart musical; photographed by James Wong Howe. Cast: Zorina, 
Eddie Albert, Gloria Dickson, Frank McHugh, Alan Hale, James Gleason. 
Queenie Smith, Leonid Kinsky, Erik Rhodes, Berton Churchill, Paul Hurst. 
Curt Bois, Gregory Gaye, Bert Hanlon, Eddie Conrad, Alex Melesh. 

“WE ARE NOT ALONE,’ drama; executive producer, Hal B. Wallis: asso- 
ciate producer, Henry Blanke; directed by Edmund Goulding; screen play 
| by Milton Krims; from novel by James Hilton; photographed by Tony 
| Gaudio. Cast: Paul Muni, Dolly Haas, Flora Robson, Una O'Connor, Ray- 
| mond Severn. : 

‘20,000 YEARS IN SING SING,’ meller; executive producer, Hal B. 
Wallis; associate producer, Samuel Bischoff; directed by Anatole Litvak: 
screen play by Courtney Terrett and Robert Lord from a story by Warden | 
Lewis E. Lawes, Wilson Minzer and Brown Holmes; photographed by Arthur | 
Edeson. Cast: John Garfield, Pat O’Brien, Ann Sheridan, Jerome Cowan, | 
Willard Robertson, Robert Strange, Billy Wayne, Eddie Kane, Tommy 
Jackson, John Ridgely, Burgess Meredith. 

‘THE ROARING TWENTIES,’ formerly titled ‘THE WORLD MOVES 
ON’; executive producer, Hal B. Wallis: associate producer, Samuel 
| Bischoff; directed by Raoul Walsh: screen play by Earl Baldwin and Frank | 
Donoghue from a story by Mark Hellinger; photographed by Ernie Haller. 
Cast: James Cagney, Priscilla Lane, Humphrey Bogart, Jeffrey Lynn. Frank 
McHugh, Joe Sawyer, Gladys George, Robert Elliott, Elisabeth Risdon. | 

‘LADY DICK,’ meiler; produced by Bryan Foy: directed by Noel Smith: | 
screen play by Earl Snell; photographed by Ted McCord. Cast: Jane | 
Wyman, Dick Foran, Maxie Rosenbloom, Gloria Dickson, John Eldridge, | 
Don Douglas, John Ridgely, John Harron, Selmer Jackson, Morgan Con- | 
way, Julie Stevens, William Davidson, George Irving. 

‘PHILO VANCE COMES BACK,’ meller; produced by Bryan Foy: 
directed by William Clemmens; screen play by Tom Reed from story by | 
S. S. Van Dine: photographed by William O’Connell. Cast; James Stephen- 
son, Henry O'Neill, Edward Brophy, Margot Stevenson, Sheila Bromley, 
Jimmy -Conlin, Den -Dougtas, 


| Hale, ‘Harry Strange, Richard Kipling, Joseph Crehan. 











| Freeman himself. 
tatingly 
| action to date on Preston singles him 


|had two B chores in which he reg: | 


'and Massey to convert play to screen. | 


With cameras barely unshuttered on 
‘Lincoln,’ other companies already | 
are sounding out Gordon and Goetz 
on possibility of borrowing Massey 
for other No. 1 roles. Unless Gordon- 


| Goetz insist on dragging Massey back 
|} to Manhattan, his Hollywood future 


here appears bullish. 


Preston, who reached Par via the | 
Pasadena Community Playhouse, and | 
who has proved his worth in ‘King | 
of Alcatraz,’ ‘Illegal Traffic,’ ‘Dis- | 


| barred,’ ‘Union Pacific’ and more re- | 


cently sharing the billing with Gary | 
Cooper and Ray Milland in ‘Beau | 


| Geste,’ is being personally nurtured | 


in the player nursery by Y. Frank | 
Freeman unhesi- | 
argues that customer re-| 
out a kind of a fellow all women'! 
want to mother; that, in Freeman’s 
opinion, is what makes for boxoffice. | 
It was Freeman who planted Preston | 
in his present niche, as Dorothy 
Lamour’s co-star in ‘Typhoon,’ and it 
is Freeman who is supervising the | 
chore of preparing a solo story for 
him. 

Par’s Patricia Morison and Joseph 
Allen also are having tales prepared | 
for them in which they will be | 
awarded lone billing. First named | 
has caught on in a big way with 
British audiences through featured 
spots in ‘Persons in Hiding’ and: 
‘Magnificent Fraud,’ with even bet- | 
ter potentialities in ‘Untamed,’ now | 
awaiting release, Allen, son of the} 


_late Joseph Allen of the legit, has / 


istered with fans. Freernan. con- 


capable player, but possessor of per- | 


sonality as well. Both Miss Morison | ter 


and Allen are Broadway products. 
Robert Shaw Re-discovered | 
Shaw and Linda Darnell are mo- 
mentarily the honey on Darryl 
Zanuck’s flapjacks. the 20th-Fox 
chief figuratively counting the pile | 
of shekels he figures they'll be 
drawing into the treasury within a| 


sie ght | ter, in New York, Aug. 2. 
siders him not only an exceptionally | WH 


‘daughter, in 
|He’s a Paramount studio labor con- 


ing him roles formerly planned for 
Errol Flynn. He is a singer as well 
as an actor. Alan Baldwin is gete 
ting attention of all Goldwyn execs, 
with his upping being handled 


| through closely-scrutinized loanouts. 


His best work to date is in Wanger’s 
‘Winter Carnival.’ 


MARRIAGES 
Tsuruko Kuranishi to 
Toyo, in Seattle, Aug. 3. 
troit radio player. 
Mrs. Judy Drought to Claude Al- 
bert Minor, Jr., in New York, Aug. 
2. She is Julie Bennell in legit and 


Raymond 
He’s De- 


|/On the air; Minor is active in Little 


Theatre group. 

Sigrid Gurie to Dr. Laurence C. 
Spangard, in Santa Monica, Cal, 
Aug. 6. Bride is film player. 

Claire Alderdice to Robert Ken- 
nedy, in Greenwich, Conn., Aug. 5. 
Bride is an actress; he’s an agent 


| with the Lyons & Lyons office. 


Esther Ralston to Ted Lloyd, in 
Greenwich, Conn., Aug. 7. She's 


| Stage and screen actress; he's a radio 


columnist. 


BIRTHS 

Mr. and Mrs. Morton Lowry, s0n, 
in Santa Monica, Cal., Aug.2. Father 
is Paramount actor. 

Mr. and Mrs. Robert Golden, 
daughter, in Hollywood, Aug. 3. 
Father is film cutter at Monogram. 

Mr. and Mrs. Dick Fishell, daugh- 
Father is 
N, N. Y., sports commentator. 
Mr. and Mrs. George Blair, daugh- 
in Hollywood, Aug. 5. Father 


is assistant director at Republic. 


Mr. and Mrs. Borens, 


Aug. 5. 


Charles 
Hollywood, 


act. 





J. Harry Johnson's Sepian 


Short period. Shaw, picked up in a| Swingsters playing nightly at Har- 


Martin Kosleck, Ralph Forbes, Creighton | Dallas little theatre by scout Ivan! old Brugler’s Columbia Hotel, Co- 


Kahn, was immediately dropped into , lumbia, N. J. 


—, 
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WHAT THEY THINK 





why U. §. Shortwave Flivs in S. A. 
Brooklyn, N. Y. 
Editor, VARIETY: 

I have recently returned from a 
Jong trip to South America and, I 
can verify from first hand experi- 
ence, your correspondent’s report 
upon the poor audience reception 
United States shortwave programs 

iven. 

or peaking to many Brazilians and 
Argentinians, with whom I came in 
contact, practically all gave me the | 
same reason for their lack of re-| 
sponse to our radio programs. Their 
answer was, our programs don't 
feature enough music and other live 
entertainment. What little music 
heard, was recorded, and of un-au- 
thentic, inferior taste. For example, 
tangos would be broadcast with 
trumpets being played. A real tango 
js played without brass and even 
drums. 

I spent some time checking up on 
my amigos and came away with the 
same conclusion. It is contrary to 
commonsense for anyone to expect 
to build up a large radio audience, 
having as a main attraction news | 
broadcasts. 

The broadcasting of uncensored 
news is important for South Amer- 
ican audiences. But, when your 
competitors use live entertain- 
ment, they steal your listeners. In 
America, the most popular programs 
are those with music and live en- 
tertainment. Why think our neigh- | 
bors are any different? 

I think a more realistic policy would | 
be to emphasize music Such a 
program would feature the samba, | 
tango, rhumba, and conga. This music 
must be played in an authentic man- 
ner. In doing this, we will stress the 
international language, and appeal 
that music is. There are many fine 
musicians here who could play such 
authentic music. 








A program predicated ow such a 
foundation will build up a large 
radio audience that will listen in to 
our news broadcasts. Otherwise I 
feel, and my experience will bear 
me out, our short wave broadcasts 
are not as effective as they might 
be. 


If you see fit to print this letter in 


any part or even the whole, please 
omit my name, You may use my 
initials, 

D. A. 


Postscript on the FTP 
Carmel, N. Y. 


Editor, VARIETY: 


While others are lamenting the 
demise of the Federal Theatre Proj- 
ect, I think Variety would do well 
to examine the causes that lay be- 
hind its death. Such an autopsy 
might have an wholesome effect on 
the theatrical profession. Perhaps 
the defect that killed the Project 
was a tragic flaw it inherited from 
the present day American theatre 
liself 

I offer as an opening to the dis- 
Cussion the assertion that the Fed- 
eral Theatre failed because it ne- 


glected to develop and produce new 
It revived 
them 


classics and 


Sis . 
ana re- 


anthn 
auLlnors, 


presented in a nove 


freshing manner; it established pop- 
viar priced repertory; and it fur- 
Nished some very effective propa- 
Zanda for the Administration. But 
On the whole, it clung steadfastly to 
time-proven drama, and refused to 
risk the launching of new writers 
The result was that the Federal 
Theatre perished because it had 
nothing new or vital to say 

Because of the failure of the Proi- 
ect, the theatrical profession it elf 
must face the responsibility of 
unemployed that once the Govern- 
ment assumed The people of the 
theatre are generous and warm 


hearted and I am sure will do al! in 


their power to provide charity. But 
I have another suggestion to make 
to meet the eme} gency. 

What the theatre still needs are 
new ideas and new playwrights. 
Why not relax some of the rigid 
Conditions that make the launching 


of new Plays so costly and so hazard- 
ous, and permit thé establishment of 
experimental theatres? They could 
be controlled so as not to compete 
With the commercial stage. At the 
Same time they would furnish ex- 
Pression to the new playwright and 
activity to the unemployed actor— 
Which surely must be preferable to 
Wasting away in idleness. 
Rules and regulations that 
demn a large portion of a profes- 
§10n to silence and inactivity cer- 
tainly need to be modified. bet- 
ter to allow people to risk breaking 
their necks in some form of enter- 
Prise than to condemn them to break 
‘neir hearts in frustration. And 
then be if the theatre 
to experiment with new 


te 
ts 


des, 


con- | 


' sentatives 


and new playwrights, who knows 
but what it might be able to take 
better care of its own people than 
ever the Government was able to 
do? 

William Mahl. 


More Tent Reps 
Holliston, Mass. 
Editor, VARIETY: 

In a recent issue I noted an article 
from Lincoln, Neb., about tent rep 
shows on the road. The writer put 
the number at 40. I believe this is 
much too low in number, 


He also mentioned those who sup- 
ply plays for this trade. The one 
that furnishes most of these he left 
out; that is E. F. Hannan of Boston. 
Probably half of these plays come 
from this source. 


Norman W. Kennedy. 
Mgr. Marjorie Kennedy Players, 


Amy Leslie’s Contemporaries 


New York. 
Editor, VARIETY, 

In a recent Inside Stuff—Pictures 
column you stated, ‘Louise Dresser 
has written to Chicago, to obtain 
permission to go through the papers 
and correspondence of the late Amy 
Leslie for a biography of the for- 
mer dramatic critic. About the only 
stage contemporary of Amy Leslie, 
who died at the age of 90, yet alive, 
is Fay Templeton.’ 


Fay Templeton was born in 1865, | 


which makes her now 74. David 
Warfield yas born in 1866, and 
Henry FE. Dixey (who is in an 


Actors’ Home near New York City), 
was born in 1859. There are various 
other well known ‘stage contempo- 
raries’ of Amy Leslie yet alive and 
one of the most picturesque is Elsie 
de Wolfe, who was born in 1865, and 
was well known on Broadway, and 
on the road during many years. 
Later she made a fortune as an in- 
terior decorator, and, when well past 
middle age, she married Sir Charles 
Mendl, of the press department of 
the British Embassy, in Paris. Now, 
at the age of 74, the same age as Fay 
Templeton, she one of the best 
known social celebrities in Paris and 


is 


on the Riviera, 


Harold Seton. 





Termers Banned 











(Continued from page 5) 


wrights, Inec., became 


effective, re- 
spondents Universal, et al. in deal- 
ing and contracting with their em- 
ployees who were members of the 
Guild, insisted upon inserting into 
each individual contract certain 
parts of respondent's basic contract 
with the said Screen Playwrights, 
Inc., despite the protests of said 


members of the Guild, thereby mak- 


ing the acceptance by Guild mem- 
bers of the basic contract with 
Screen Playwrights, Ine., a condition 
precedent to their employment by 
said respondents and each of them 
all with the intent to discourage 
membership in the Guild.’ 
Blacklisting Charged 
Complaint asserts certain writers 


were blacklisted because of their re- 
fusal to resign from the SWG, that 
executives made speeches against 


the Guild, threatened to discharge 
scriveners if the SWG organization 
was successful and_ discriminated 

inst those who declined to aid 
respondents in blocking the SWG 

NLRB also accuses the producers 
of refusing to recognize the SWG as 
exclusive bargaining representative 
for the writers and of failing to ne- 
otiate in good faith. The producers 
have until Thursday (10) to file 
their answers 


Negotiations between producers 


and the SWG reached an impasse 
when latter insisted on a contract of 
not more than three and a half 
vears. The producers offered a 10- 
year pact, but finally agreed to 
shave this to seven years. The 
scriveners also demanded an imme- 


diate 80% Guild shop, with the pro- 


ducers countering with an offer of 
70% the first year, 75% the second 
vear and 80% thereafter. Writers 


also asked permission to work for 
themselves during layoff periods. 

Following issuance of the new 
amended complaint producer repre- 
renewed their efforts to 
reach an agreement without going 
to a formal hearing. It is under- 
stood a deal has already been tenta- 
tively made for the SP to do a foid 
if agreement can be reached and for 
its members to affiliate with the 
SwaG., 


_ FORUM—OUTDOORS 
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84,779 Daily Average 





N. Y. World’s Fair receipts to- 
taled $4,370,619 from April 30 
through July 5, with paid admis- 
sions, outside of season and 
souvenir tickets, totaling 5,680,- 
252, according to Arthur Ander- 
son & Co., public accountants, in 
its report to the Fair’s officials. 

Report shows that an average 
of 84,779 persons spent $64,389 
daily for admission. 


_ EF. Fair Offers 
Free Admission 


For Name Show 


San Francisco, Aug. 8. 

Name bands and other headliners 
; booked for the Golden Gate Expo 
are being offered free to visitors. 
Decision to drop the 40c gate fol- 
lowed a ruling by the union, which 
{would have hiked the charges for 
| standby bands to around $5,000 a 
'week, Idea is similar to that 
, adopted by the N. Y. World’s Fair, 
| which has started name band policy, 
| gratis, to hypo its midway biz. 

| Ted Lewis played the Music Hall 
for three days last week to good 
_business at 40c top. However, when 
ithe union clamped down he was 














moved outdoors for three shows a | 


|day, for free, in the Temple Com- 
pound and then back into the Music 
Hall at night for free dancing. 

| Edgar Bergen, with Charlie Mc- 
Carthy, who opened a two-day en- 
|gagement at the Fair yesterday 
(Monday), also is a free attraction. 
| He's offered gratis to the fairgoers 
along with the Ted Lewis show. Ad- 
mission to the grounds for kids up 
to 12 years of age has been slashed 
|to 10c and those in their teens to 
25c on these days. 

Duchin Booked 


Eddy Duchin will bring a variety 
‘show to the Temple Compound 
|Tuesday (15). Duchin, set for two 
weeks, will have four acts with him, 
including Larry Adler. Skinnay 
Ennis is set for the week over Labor 
Day. Jack Benny will open a week’s 
stand here starting Sept. 5. Benny 
hopes to have his entire radio com- 
pany with him, including Andy De- 
vine, Mary Livingstone and Phil 
Harris’ band. Success of Alec Tem- 
pleton in the Music Hall has started 


plans to bring him back here for an- 
; 


other week. 
Outside of ‘Folies Bergere,’ which 


is headed for a terrific $30,000 this 
week followin: opening at the 
California Auditorium Thursday 
(31), and ‘Cavaleade of the Golden 
West,’ which snatched a hefty $28,- 
000 last week, most of the attrac- 
tions declined in revenue during the 
last 15 davs in July over the pre- 
ceding 15-day period. The auto park 
concession took in $44,550, the 
Chinese Village, $21,000; Sally Rand, 
$13,000: the Fine Arts exhibit, $12,- 
903, and Riplev, $12,800. During the 





same stretch ‘Cavalcade’ hit around 
$60,000. 

There's still talk about Joe Louis 
coming here for an exhibition bout 
in the Isiand’s 9.000-seat Coliseum. 
It would be staged by the Treasure 
Island S; ting Club. 

Emile Bondeson, head of the the- 
atrical attractions on the island 
found himself right in the middle 
of the AFA-AGVA-IATSE struggle 
when AGVA tried to sign up the 
‘Folies Bergere’ company last week 
Expo has a closed-shop arrangement 
with AFA IATSE top tepped in 
and said there would be no show on 
opening night if AGVA took hold. 
AFA won out. 


Mother Asks $25,350 


‘ , ‘ 
In Son’s Coaster Death 
New Orleans, Aug. 8. 

The death on June 27 of Louis J. 
Liemann, Jr., 25, while a passenger 
in the roller coaster at Pontchartrain 
Beach, lakeside amusement resort, 
was brought into civil] district court 


Wednesday (2) when Mrs. Catherine 
M. Liemann, his mother, filed suit 
for $25.350. As defendants’ she 


named the Southern Amus. Co., Inc., 
as operator of the roller coaster, and 
the U. S. Fidelity and Guaranty Co., 
Inc. 


The petition alleges that Liemann 
was not properly belted into his seat 
and was jolted out to his death. 


| Last Sunday also 





Yankees’ 16.753 Gate on Sunday 


Deemed a Better 


Draw Than N.Y. 


Fair; Despite 50c Fee, B.0. Still 





There’s a changing picture in and 


|about the New York World’s Fair. 


For one thing, no longer is the Fair 
being considered opposish to every- 
thing else in the metropolis. Indica- 
tions on the first 50c weekend were 
just the opposite. Despite glowing 
reports in some of the dailies, the 
gate was definitely a disappointing 
|} One. Considering the ut in price, 
;}and in view of the draw of some of 
N. Y.’s other outdoor attractions, 
the 180,012 total paid admissions 
| Sunday (6) into the Flushing Follies 





| Was no raving matter. On Saturday, | 


|also at 50c, the paid attendance was 
| 220,461, 


} 


| As a comparison, the N. Y. Yank- 

ees’ doubleheader with the Cleveland 
| Indians, 
is evidently better b.o. than the 
'Perisphere, drew 76,753 persons to 
th» Yankee Stadium. Top there is 
$2.20 for the boxes, with the bleach- 
ers selling for 75c, but in compari- 
son 
| lower-priced Fair, ballyhooed as ihe 
biggest show in the world. 


All of New York’s beaches also 
reported huge crowds o1 Sunday, 
which was a back-handed slap at the 
Fair’s alibi that threatening weather 
|held down the attendance at the 
“expo, 
| Thus far, and in spite of every 
| inducement tried, the Fair has given 
no indication of hitting a 300,000 at- 
|tendance gate, or even a consistent 
200,000. Prior to the opening, Fair 
officials expressed an expectation of 
a 250,000 daily average—and they 
weren't counting the 25,000 to 35,000 
daily passes. At a 50c admish it’s 
|estimated by Fair officials that the 
paid attendance would have to be 
300,000 daily for the expo to break 
even. 
indicated that 
the lure of the restaurants in the 
foreign pavillions is waning. Three 
of the toughest spots to get into 
heretofore without a_ reservation, 
namely the French, Italian and Bel- 


gian restaurants, had plenty tables 
available for last-minute’ diner- 
outers, 


Sunday’s only bright spot was in 
the amusement zone, which got a 
play from more spenders than has 
“been the case thus far. Nearly all of 
the concessions in Little Siberia re- 
ported okay biz, 

75e Looks to Stay 

With reports of 
and travel agency 
remainder of this 
tember, the manage 
York World's 
through 


scale, 


railroad 
for the 
and Sep- 
the 


heavier 
bookings 
month 
ment at 
Fu I 
tampering vw price 
The 50c gate on Saturday and 
Sundays stays, with 40c. 
every day after 9:30 p.m 
the usual 75c fee prevails 
ably will for 
Officials are nov 


New 

apparently 

th the 
available 

Otherwise, 
and prob- 

this year, 


concentrating on 


publicizing what the exposition has 
to offer. There's plenty out on 
Flushing Meadows to draw ’em if 
the rest of the nation can be told 
about it advantageously, according 


to the new idea of the exposish set- 


up. In order to change to a flat 50c 


gate, further approval of bondhold- 
ers would be necessary and such 
okay has not been forthcoming to 
date Statisticians claimed that an 
ht slash for every day in the 
vee} might not up the attendance 
more than 10% if that much, be- 
sides thereby reducing the total rev- 
enue 
Pep talk s« on one day last week 
reflected a better atmosphere in the 
Fair’s inner circle. Highlight was the 
speech by Commander Howard 


Flannigan, one of top administrators 
at the exposition. Speaking for the 
employees of the organization, he 
indicated that he was not one of 
those who felt that attendance was 
lagging behind expectations. Flan- 
nigan voiced the opinion that he 
would be satisfied as as the 
Cash Register the 
amusement zone or 
more admissions weekdays, and 
290,000 or more weekends. He in- 
dicated that the total attendance 
would be 32,000,000 to 35,000,000, 
making it the greatest attended 
show in the modern era of world 
expositions. Previously, official fair 
estimates (supposedly on the con- 
servative side) were placed at 45,- 
50,000,000. 

Thomas a. D movan, an 
trative @ tant, made a 


long 
overlooking 
showed 100,000 


adminis- 


report on 


whose pitcher Bob Feller | 


the ball games outdrew the | 


what was learned by touring good- 
will ambassadors’ of the fair, re- 
_cently winding up four to six weeks 
in the hinterland. Charles Green, 
head of promotion, said there was 


considerable enthusiasm outside of 
New York for Grover Whalen’s 
show and that travel agencies had 


doubled and tripled bookings for the 
next two months as compared with 
biz to date, 


Another spokesman pointed out 
that the 12,000,000 who have paid 
their way into the N. Y. Fair con- 
stituted an army of that size which 
is voluntarily plugging the exposi- 
tion. Their word-of-mouth 
counted on to swell attendance 
the coming weeks. 

Reported that the Fair organiza- 
tion now was trimmed down to the 


is 
in 


proper level and that there would 
be few changes in the future. Ad- 
ditions might be necessary if ex- 


pected attendance showed up. 
For Better Press 


Leo Casey, new head of public re- 
lations, has added Fred Tripper and 
Randolph Blum to his staff, and has 
let Lee Brown, Joe Gordon, George 
Connaughton and Bill Hosie_ go. 
Staff now is paying more attention 


,to developing a friendly attitude 
with the working press. Casey it 


confronted with a tough task in re. 
aligning the publicity setup right ir 
the middle of the operating period 
It was indicated that more attentio1 
would be devoted to handling o 
press associations blanketing th 
country and providing feature ma 
terial. This has been a weaknes: 
thus far, editors told exposition con 
tact men on the recent goodwih 
tour, 


As one official pointed out, there 
have been special events and stunts 
worked out at the Fair, but the pub- 
lic never was let in on the secret 
until after it was over. An instance 
was the appearance of four name 
bands in the Court of Peace a cou- 
ple weeks ago, but nobody knew 
about it until it was over. Canadian 
Northwest Mounted Police were 
Fairgrounds stunters for a full week, 
but few relatively knew about it 
until the group stopped off at West 
Point on their way home. 

Regarding shunting the 
down to the midway, the addition of 
concerts by name bands, starting 
with Guy Lombardo last week, 
expected to be a _ strong builder- 
upper. The remainder wil] depend 


crowds 


is 


on individual showmanship Fair 
officials point out that the Aquacade 

not suffering any dearth of at- 
tendance, while at the fair end of 
the amusement zone, the Parachute 
Jump is doing big biz at 40c a trip. 
Right across the street, the Wild 
West show (formerly Cavalcade of 
Centaurs) is starving. This is no re- 
flection on the Wild West manace- 
ment but simply that the N. Y. Fair 


is living up to the well-®nown axiom 


that exposition crowds just won't go 
for a wild west show. 

Other shows, with a quick turn- 
over, which have reported steady biz 


3e@] 
(doing well 
the 

ae? 


or a recent upbeat are Norman 
Geddes’ Crystal Las 
despite its location right below 

Parachute Tower), Dali’s ‘Dream 
Venus,’ Extazie (formerly Am 


ies 


the 


zons), Jack Sheriden’s Magazine 
Cover Models, Gangbuster Nature's 
Freaks, Crystal Palace and Old New 
York. 

The recent takeover of the Chil- 
dre World, now Carnivaland, by 
he Fair° management showed up in 
U. S. District Court, Brooklyn, when 
a petition was filed for an arrange- 
ment with its creditors under Chap- 
ter 2 of the U. S. Bankruptcy act. 


Children’s World, Inc., continues in 
possession and operation of the busi- 
ness, with Henry C. Frey named as 
bankruptcy referee to hold hearings 
and learn the nature of arrange- 
ments to be made with creditors. 
Liabilities listed at $707,925 and as- 
sets at $791,022. Under the proposed 
arrangement, salaries would be paid 
in full. 

Most important secured creditor 
listed is the Manufacturers Trust Co., 
first as depository, at $2,502; then in 
two other items, one at $155,210 and 
the other, at $88,107. Unsecured 
creditors include Thomas W. Lamont, 
of J. P. Morgan & Co., $52,974: and 


the New York World’s Fair Corp., 
$56,250 for rental and $6,782 for 
services 
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50,000 


NEW YORK STRAND 
—_ a (FIRST WEEK) 


And in second week estab-; 
lished new high record for 
two weeks, despite hottest 
July weather New York has, 





| known for many years! 
| NOW CONCLUDING THIRD CAPACITY WEEK 


AND HIS ORCHESTRA 


OPENING AUGUST 15th: SAN FRANCISCO EXPOSITION 


RETURNING LATE SEPTEMBER: 5th SUCCESSIVE SEASON HOTEL PLAZA, NEW YORK CITY 
BRUNSWICK RECORDING ARTISTS 
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